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EMINENT VIRGINIANS.

EXECUTIVES OF VIRGINIA, i GOO-1889.

EXl’LANATORY XOTE.

For a due uiidcrstaDding of the status of the several and successive

executives of Virginia from its settlement, some ex(>ianatioii seems iiece.”i-

sary. It may he thus concisely given : By the clinrter of tlie Lomin?i

Company for Virginia, from King James tim Fii-st. of England, <lated

A]>ril the 10th, 1600, under whicli coienization vas lii>t ellected, the cGief

direction of the affairs of tlie colony was vested in a Council in England,
appointed by the King. They, in turn, named tlie lacsident Councillors

in the Colony—each body electing its Executive or rrcsi«lent. This phm
vas modified somewhat under a second charter granted the C'oni})any

May the 23d, 1609, by which it was empowered to choose the Sujireme
Council in England, and under its instructions and regulations a Cov-
ernor was provided, investefi with aiisolute civil and military autiiui iiv,

'vith the title of ‘'Governor and Captain General of Virginia.'^ d lie

resident Council was still retained. In the ab.sence of the Governo’-Jn-
Chief, authority was vested in an appointed Dejiuty, or Lieutenant-

Governor, or, in the absence of such officer, in the President of the

Council. Upon the annulling of the charter of the London Company,
ami its dissolution July the 15th, 1624, the King henceforth appointed
the Governor-in-Chief, who, however, but rarely resided in the Colony,
his functions there being exercised by a Deputy, or Lieutenant-Governor.
Lie resident Council was continued, being appointed by the King on
the recommendation of the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, d'his

mode obtained whilst Virginia remained a British Colony. Tlie salary

the resident Governor in 1670, then Sir William Berkeley, was
1,200. In 1754 the salary of the Governor-in-Chief was £2,000, of

'viuch he retained .£1,200, paying his De[)uty, the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor residing in Virginia, £600. Upon the ru])tiire with the
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8 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

mother country, Lord Duiimore, tlie lust royal Governor, having fled I

from Williamsburg, the seat of government, in June, 1775, a recently
|

dissolved Assembly met i»i Convention in the town of Eiebinond, July
j

the 17th following, and organized a provisional form of government and *

plan of defence, with a Cominitlfm of Safely consisting of ICdnumd IVn- i

dletou, George IMason, John Page, Richard Bland, Tlioinas Ludweil
|

Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, Janies jMercer, Carter Braxton, i

William Cabell and John Tabb. A succeeding general Convention met
|

by appointment at \Villiamsburg, IMay tlie bth, 177b, ami <m the 21,)th
j

of June following adopted a State Constitution which })rovided a Council
j

of State, and a Governor, ivith a salary of £1,000, to be elected annually
|

by a joint ballot of the Assembly. It is of interest to note in exluliition
j

of the dejireciation of the currency of the period that the salary of tlie
\

Governor was successivCy inci'cased until in October. 1770, it was made !

£7,500, and in May, 1780, because of the instability of the currency,
|

was fixed in tlie ])rimitivc medium of Virginia and paid in b0,0u0 i^ounds i

of tobacco. In November, 1781, tlie amount was restored to £1,000,
|

payable in s])ocie, and this, or its equivalent in decimal curre?)cy — j

$3,338.331—continued to be the salary until by act of the Assembly of j

J une the 5th, 1852, it was increased to $5,000. In 1781 tiie term of I

the Governor was made three years. Under the amended Constitution of
!

Virginia, of 1851, the C’ouncil of State wais ab/olished and tlie Governor
j

made elective by popular vote. Upon th.e surrender by Genera! R. E.

Lee, of the Confederate Army, April the 9th, 1805, Virginia wtis under
martial law until May the 9th following, when, under proclamation of

President Andrew' Johnson, Governor Francis 11. Pi(;r[)oint assumed the

government, which he held, provisionally, until April the 10th, 1808.

when he was su]>ersed<Hl by Henry II. Wells, under the military a]>point-

ment of General John M. Schotield, ct)mmanding the First 5tiIitai'V

District, comprising Virginia. A State' Convention met at Richmond j

in December, 1807, and framed a new' Constitution, which, having been
|

adoj>ted by a vote of the jieople on the 0th of July, 1809, the State was
re-admitted to the Union, and a Governor—Gilbert C. Walker—elected,

who took his seat January the 1st, 1870, for a term of four years.

EXECUTIVES. ;

1606, —Sir Thomas Smyth, or Smith, first President of the

Council of tlu' London ('ompany, and its Tn'asurcr.

1607, April 20—Captain Ifdward i\[aria Wingiield, President of the

Council in Virginia.

1607, Sept. 10—Ca])tain .lohn RatcldU', President of the Council in

Virginia.

1608, Sept. 7—Captain John Smith, President of the Council in Vii'

ginia.
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 9

(1G09, May 23-

lfi09, August -

IGIO, May 23-

June 10-

M 11, Mar. 28
IGll, ]\Iay 19-

1G11, August -

March -

irJCi, April

1G17, May 15-

ir>19, April 9-

1G19, April 19

l';21,Nov. 8
l‘‘2G, May 17-

h'*27, Nov. 14-

• 1-28, Mar. 26-

1-29, Mar. 5-

l-'iO, March •

1''-), April 28
I'-’'*', April 2-

h Nov. -

1-12, Fch. .

-Sir Thomas West, Earl De La Warr, or Delaware,

appointed “Governor and Captain General;” did

not reach the Colony until June 10th, IGIO, the

resident executives in the intei im being as follows :)

-Captain George Percy, President of the Council in

Virginia.

-Sir Thomas Gates, Lieutenant-General and Deputy
Governor.

-Earl De La Warr, Governor and Captain General.

-Captain George Percy, President of the Council.

-Sir Thomas Dale, “High Marshall” and Acting Gov-
ernor.

-Sir Thomas Gates, Acting Governor.
-Sir Thomas Dale, Acting Governor.
-Captain George Yeardley, Deputy or Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor.

-Captain Samuel Argali, Deputy or Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor.

-Captain Nathaniel Powell, President of the Council in

Virginia.

-Sir George Yeardley, who had been knighted and
appointed Governor and Captain General, Nov. 18,

1618, arrived in the Colony.

-Sir Francis Wyatt, Governor and Captain General.

-Sir George Yeardley (commissioned jMarch 4th),

Governor and Captain General. Died November,
1627.

-Captain Francis AYest, President of the Council.

-Sir John Plarvey, appointed Governor and Captain
General, but did not arrive until later. In the interim,

as follows :)

-Doctor John Pott, President of the Council.

-Sir John Harvey, Governor and Captain General,

“thrust out of his government” by the ])oople, but
re-commissioned by King Charles I., January 11,

1635. Until his arrival April 2, 1636, the execu-

tive was;
-Captain John AVest, President of the Council.

-Sir John Harvey, Governor and Ca})tain General.

-Sir Francis AYyatt, Governor and Captain General.

-Sir AVilliam Perkeley, who had been commissioned
Aug. 9, 1641, arrived as Governor and Caphiiu
General.
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10 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

1644, June —Richard Kempe, President of the Council, Acting Gov-
ernor during the absence of Sir Wm. Berkeley in

England.

1645, June —Sir William Berkeley, Governor.
,

1652, April 30—Richard Bennet, Acting Governor under the Common-
wealth of Cromwell.

1655, March —Edward Diggos, President of the Council under the

Commonwealth of Cromwell.

1658, Mar. 13—Captain Samuel IMatthews, President of the Council
under the Commonwealth of Cromwell until Jan-
uary, 1660, from which time the Colony was witlujuti

a Governor until the election, by the Assembly,
j

1660, Mar. 23—Of Sir William Berkeley, as Governor. He was com-j

missioned as such by Cliarles II., July 31, 1660.
|

1661, April 30—Col. Francis Morryson, Deputy or Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor.

1662, fall of, —Sir William Berkeley, Governor.

(1675, July 8—^Thomas Lord Culpeper appointed Governor and Cap-
tain General for life—died in 1710. Lntil his ar-

rival :)

1677, April 27—Herbert Jeffreys, appointed Governor Oct. 9, 1676,

(with Captain Robert Walter as his Deputy, who
died Oct. 10, 1676) ;

commissioned Lieutenant-Ciov-

ernor Nov. 11, 1676. Died Dee., 1678.

1678, Dec. 30—Sir Henry Chichelcy, Deputy Governor. i

1680, May 10—^Thomas Lord Culpeper, Governor and Captain General.

1683, Sept. 17—Nicholas Spencer, President of the Ccuncil.

1684, April 16—Francis Lord Howard, Baron Etlingham, Lieutenant-

Governor; commissioned Sept 28, 1683.

1688, Oct. 20—Nathaniel Bacon, President of the Council.

1690, .. Sir Lionel Copley, Governor.
1690, Oct. 16—Col. Francis Nicholson, Lieutenant-Governor,

1693, Oct. 16—Sir Edmund Andros, who had been commissioned Gov-
ernor IMarch 1, 1693.

1698, Dec. 9—Col. Francis Nicholson, Lieutenant-Governor; com-
missioned July 20th, 1698.

(1704, —George Hamilton Douglas, Earl of Orkney, commis-
sioned Governor-in-Chief; never came to Virginia :

died July 29th, 1737.)

1705, Aug. 15—Edward Nott, Lieutenant-Governor; died Aug., 1706.

1706, August —Iklmund Jenings, President of the Ctnineil.

(1707, April 4—Col. Robert Hunter, commissioned as 1 Jeutenant-Gov-

criior, but being captured by the French on his

voyage for Virginia, and conveyed to France, novel

acted.)

1710
,
June 23—Col. Alexander Spotswood, Lieuteuant-Governor.
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 11

1722, Sept. 27—^Tliigh Drysclale; died July 22, 172G.

172G, July 22—Robert Carter, President of the Council.

1727, Oct. 23—William Gooch (subsequently knighted), Lieutenant-

Governor.

G737, —AVilliam Anne Keppel, Second Earl of Albemarle;
appointed Governor-in-Chief Sept. G, 1737

;
died

Dec. 23, 1754.

)

1740, —Between Sept. 16th and Dec. 5tli, as indicated by land

patents, signed respectively by Sir Win. Gooch and
James Blair, D. D., the latter, as President of the

Council, was Acting Governor during the alisence

of Sir Wm. Gooch in command of the expedition

against Carthagena. The last patent signed by
James Blair was on July 25, 1741.

1741, July —Sir William Gooch, Lieutenant-Governor.

1740, June 20—John Robinson, President of the Council.

1740, Sept. 5—Thomas Lee, President of the Council
;
died 1751.

1751, Feb. 12—Lewis Burwell, President of the Council.

1751, Xov. 20—Robert Diuwiddicp Lieutenant-Governor.

(1756, July —John Campbell, Earl of Loudon, appointed Governor-
in-Chief, and though he came to New York, was
never in Virginia.)

1758, January—John Blair, President of the Council.

1758, June 7—Francis Fauquier, Lieutenant-Governor; appointed

Feb. 10, 1758.
G7G3, —Sir Jeffrey Amherst appointed Governor-in-Chief.)
L67, Sept. 11—John Blair, President of the Council.
L68, Oct, 28—Norborne Berkeley, Baron de Botetourt, Governor-in-

Chief; died Oi‘t. 15, 1770.
L70, Oct. 15—William Nelson, President of the Council.

1771, August —John Murray, Earl Dunmore, Governor-in-Chief;

. appointed July, 1771; fled, June, 1775, from the

seat of Government.

GOVERNORS UNDER THE STATE CONSTITUTION, ETC.

L;(G, June 29—Patrick Henry.
L<9, June 1—Thomas Jefferson.
ly'^1, June 12—Thomas Nelson, Jr.; resigned.
l‘''l, Nov. 20—Benjamin Harrison.
1*"4, Nov. 29—Pati-ick Henry.
L >»), Dee. 1—Edmund Randolph.

Ih^c. 1—Beverley Randolph.
Loi, Dec. 1—Henry Lee.
L'G, Dec. 1—Robert Brooke.

Dec. 1—Janies Wood.

i
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12 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS,

1799,

1802,

1805,

1808,

1811,

1811, Nov. 25—George

1811,

1812,

1814,

1816,

1819,

1822,

1825,

1827,

1830,

1834,

1836,

1837,

1840,

1841,

1842,

1843,

1846,

1849,

1851,

1856,

1860,

1864,

1865,

1868,

1870,

1874,

1878,

1882,

1886,

Dec. 1—James Monroe.
Dec. 1—John Page.

Dec. 1—William' 11. Cabell.

Dec. 1—John Tyler.

Jan. 11—James Monroe; appointed Secretary of State of the

United States, Nov. 25, 1811.

AVilliam Smith, Lienteiiant-Governor, and
Acting Governor; died Dec. 26, 1811.

26—Peyton Kandolpli, Senior Member ol‘ Council of State.

3—James Barbour, ftoveriior.

1—Wilson Cary Nicholas.
1—James P. Pre.ston .

1—Thomas Maim Kandolpli.
1—James Pleasants, Jr.

1—John Tyler.

—William P>. Giles.

—John Floyd.

—Littleton Waller Tazewell; resigned April 30, 1836.

April 30—Wyndham Robertson, Lieutenant-Governor.

March —David Campbell.
—4'homas AVaiker Gilmer; resigned to take his seat as a

INIember of Congress.

—John Riitherfoord, Lieutenant-Governor.

—John ]\I. Gregory, Lieu tenant-Govei nor.
James AIcDowell, Governor.

Dec.
Jan.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dee.

Dec.

jMarch

jMarch

March

March

IMarch

March
January
January—AVilliam Smith.

January—John B. Floyd.

Jan. 1—Joseph Jolinson.

January—Henry Alexander AA^ise.

January—John Letcher.

January—AVilliam Smith.

May 9—Francis H. Pieqioint.

April 16—Henry H. Wells.

Jan. 1—Gilbert C. AVaiker.

Jan. 1—James L. Kemper.
Jan. 1—Frederick W. M. Holliday.

Jan. 1—AVilliam E. (kimerou.

Jan. 1—Filzhugh ijcc.

SIR THOMAS SMITH.

Sir Thomas Smith, an eminent merchant of London, and the chief of
the assignees of the patents of Sir AValt('r Raleigh, was the tirst Pn'si-
dciit of the Council of tlie London (A)in]>any of V’^irginia, and its trca.s-
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14 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS,

urcr until the close of the year 1G18, wlien he was succcederl by Sir

E«lwiii Saiulys, who was succeeded by his brother, George Sandys, who
came to Virginia and coni])leted, on the banks of the James river, a

transhitioii of tlie MHamorplumcii, of Ovid, the hrst English book })re-

j)ared in America, which was })ublished in London in 1G21. The por-

trait of George Sandys appears in this work. Sir Thomas Smith was a

man of ability, and evidently an astute [)olitician. lie is stated by the

historian. Lev. E. 1). iSeill, to have been embassador to Itussia, but it is

probable that the envoy was another of the same name and title, who
died jNTv. 28, IGOt).

EDWAUD INtAKIA WIXCiP’IELD,

Edward i\[aria Wingfield, tlie fn-st President of the Council in Virginia,

was a man of gentle birth and honorable recoi'd, who had lieen a com-
jianion of Ferdinando Gorges in the EiirojX'an vrars, subse(]uenlly served

in the English army in Ireland, it is })resunied with tlie rank of captain,

as he is so designated in the “ List of Advemurers,” and, lateig had been

a merchant in London. Because of disagreements in the Colony, he re-

timied to England in 1G08. lie wrote “A i)iseoiii-se of Virginia,’’

which was hist ])rinte<l in LSGO by the American Anti([uarian Society,

with an introduction and notes by Charles Deane, LL.D.

JOHN R.VTCLIl'Fi:.

Captain John Ivatcliffe was President of the Colony from September 10,

1G07, to Se])tember 7, 1G08, when, sullering from a wounded hand and
enfeebled by sickness, he went to England, but returned in command of

the “Diamond,” with colonists, in July, of the following year.

CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH.

A biogra]diical notice of Captain John Smith, President of the Colony
from Sej)tember 7, 1G08, to August, IGOO, will be found in the histor-

ical sketch of Virginia, in the second volume of Virginia and Yiii-

GiNiANS. lie has been justly termed “the father of Virginia.”

CAPTAIN OEOKGE PERCY.

Captain George Percy, a youngi'r brother of llenrv, Earl of North-
umberland, Presitlent of the C'olony of Virginia from August, IGOl), to

May 2o, IGIO, and tVoni March 2.S, Kill, to Mav lb, Kill, and some-
time its laithlul treasurer, was born Si'ptemb('r 4, 1881), and died, un-
married, in March, 1GJ2. lli‘ was “a gimtleman of honor and resolu-
tion,” and had served with distinction in the wars of the Jjow Countries,
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jmd liis soldierly qualities were evidenced in the Colony as a leader ap;ainst

till' Indians, as well as his administrative ability as the successor of John
Smith. The portrait of him given in this work is from a faithful copy

of the original at Syon House, the seat of the Duke of Northumberland,

made, in 1853, for the Virginia Historical Society. A mutilated hand in

the portrait, it is said, was the result of a wound received in battle.

LORD DE LA WARE.

Sir Thomas West, third Lord De La Warr (or Delaware, as the name
now obtains in America), the first resident Governor-in-Chief of the

(^•loiiy of Virginia, and the descendant of a long line of noble ancestry,

vs as born about the year 1579. His relatives and family connections,

ulu) were closely allied with royalty, vcre among the most active and
iiilluciitial agents of American colonization. The Virginia colony being

ill a languishing condition, the London Company obtained. May 23,
150!), a second charter, with enlarged ])rivilcges and territory, and, under
it. Lord De La Warr received the ajqiointment of “Governor and
Captain General of Virginia” for life. He is contemporaneously cLir-

actorized as “ one of a])proved courage, temper and experience,” and as

“religious, wise, and of a valorous mind.” The newly organized Com-
patiy embraced an imposing representation of rank, wealth and in-

tluence, and to the “example, constancy and resolution” of Lord De
La Warr is ascribed this revival of “ that which was almost lifeless.”

The new Governor arrived at Jamestown, June 10, 1610, and im-
modiately instituted vigorous measures for the recuperation of the dioop-
tng settlement. The church at Jamestown was repaired and religious
x rvires regularly held

;
two forts were built on the ^^outham])ton river, and

(aih-d after the King’s sons, Henry and Charles, respeetively. The ad-
f^i^i^{ration of Lord De La Warr, though ludicrously ostentatious for so

ui'ignificant a dominion, was yet highly wholesome, and under his judi-
ei'»u> discipline the settlement was restored to order and contentment.

health failing. Lord De La Warr sailed jMarch 28, 1611, for the
Idand of INIevis, for the. benefit of the warm baths, leaving his colony in
tiH* (‘harge of Captain George Percy. His health improving somewhat, he
d’ >ired to return to his government in Virginia, but was overruled by

dical advice, and sailed for England iiii^tead. His generous exertions for
L-r wdiarcofthc Colony here continued were most assiduous, and were

ly instrumental in the freipient procureiiKait fir it of new supjilies,
and in securing a third and yet more advantageous charter for the
'aiipanv, whicli was granted by the King, j^Iarch 12, 1611-12. Lord

‘ lai \\ arr set sail from England to return to Virginia some time in
-u.uvh or A})ril, 1618, but unfirtunately died in or near Delaware Pay,
a the 7th of June following, sealing his devotion to the Colony
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with his life, after havins^ dissipated his fortune in the advancement of
its interests. The portrait of Lord I)e La Warr eiven in this 'vvork is

from a photograph of the original at Buckhurst l*ark, in the county of

Sussex, England, the seat of the })resent Earl De La Warr, and was
furnished by Hon. L. 8. Sackville West, a younger brother of the Earl
and the present British minister at Washington, D, C. He prepared a
‘‘Relation” of the planting of his Colony in V^irginia, which was pub-
lished at London in 1611. It was reprinted (50 copies) in 1850,

and again by K W. Griswold (20 copies) in 1868. A letter from. Lord
De La Warr, July 7, 1610, from the Harleiaii manuscript, is printed in

the Hakluyt Society’s edition of Strachey, p. xxiii.

SIR T.HOMAS GATES.

Sir Thomas Gates, a patentee named in the first charter to tlie Vir-
ginia Company, was a Captain in the Englisli army, and, by leave,

served in tlie United Netherlands in 1608. He sailed for Virginia with

the title of Lieutenant-General, accompanied by liis wife and daughters,

June 1, 1609, in the “Sea Venture,” with colonists and supplies. The
vessel being shipwrecked on the Bermudas, they were detained there some
months, during which the wdfe of Gates died. He arrived at James-
town May 23, 1609, and assumed the government of the Colony until

the arrival of Lord De La Warr on the 10th of June folloAving. Gates
was sent to England the same year, and returned to the C/olony with

supplies in August, 1611. He remained as Governor until IMarch, 1613, ]

when he finally departed for England. He is mentioned su])sequently

as being present at a meetimg of the Virginia Company, lield in

Loudon, July 13, 1619.

SIR THOMAS DALE.

Thomas Dale, a soldier of distinction in the Low Countries, was
knighted by King James the First in June, 1608, as 8ir Thomas Dale of

Surrey. He sailed wdth the appointment of “ high marshall ” from
England, for Virginia, iNIarch 17, 1611, arrived at Jamestown on the

19th of May following, and superseded Captain George Percy in the

government of the Colony. The States-General soon after gave him a

three years’ leave of absence, which, in 1614, was extended. Umler an
extraordinary code of “ Lawes, Divine, iMoralland Martial,” com

2
:>iled by

William Strachey, Dale inaugurated vigorous measures for the govern-
ment and advancement of the Colony. He iJanted a new settlement at

Henrico, remedied to some extent the pernicious system of a community
of property by allotting to each settler three acres of land to be worked
for his individual benetit; planted “ comon gardens for hemp and flaxc,

and such other seedes,” and conquered the Appomattox Indians and took
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thoir town. He was superseded by Sir Thomas Gates in August, 1611,

but continued to take an active part in the affairs of the Colony ; and
()n Gates’ return to England in March, 1613, he resumed the govern-

ment. It was under liis auspices that the marriage of John Kolfe and
Pocahontas was consummated, and this politic example he singularly

.attempted to follow himself, though he had a wdfe living in England.

He sent Ralph Hamor (who had been Secretary of the Council under
Lord De La Warr) to Powhatan, with a request for the younger sister

of Pocahontas, a girl scarce twelve years of age, but his overtures were
disdainfully rejected.

Dale returned to England in April, 1616. He was in Holland in Feb-
ruary, 1617, and in January, 1619, was made Commodore of the East
Indian lleet, and had an engagement with the Dutch near Bantam.
His health gave way under the climate and he died early in 1620.

SIR GEORGE YEARDLEY.

Captain George Yeardley, as President of the Council, was left by
Dale as his Deputy in the government of Virginia, upon the departure
of the latter for England in April, 1616. Yeardley was superseded by
h’aptain Samuel Argali, May 15, 1617, and returned to England. Upon
tlie intelligence of the death of Lord De La Warr, Yeardley, who was
kni'jhted on the occasion, was appointed to succeed him. He arrived in

da* Colony April 19, 1619, and assumed the government. On July 30th
f'ilowing the first representative legislative assembly ever held in

.Vincrica was convened at Jamestown. Yeardley was superseded Aovem-
l>' r 18, 1621, by Sir Francis Wyatt, but resumed the government May
17, 1626. He died in ISiovember following. During his administra-
:i'>n many important im])rovements were made, and the power, popula-
!:<'n and prosperity of the Colony much enhanced.
Hu is reported in January, 1622, as having built a windmill, the first

•T' cted in America. He left a widow. Lady Tenq)erance, and two sons,

1 raiK'is and Argali, the first of whom remarkably instanced individual
' at. Tprisc, effecting, in 1654, discoveries in North Carolina, and purchas-
u'j from the natives at a cost of £300, “three great rivers and all such
'•tii'Ts as they should like Southerly,” which country he took possession
”! in the name of the Commonwealth. Sir George Yeardley has repre-

ntative descendants of the name in the United States, but it is not known
lo the writer that such exist in Virginia.

SIR SAMUEL ARGALL.

C iptain Samuel Argali, born at Bristol, England, in 1572, was a rela-
tiv»* of Sir Thomas Smith, the Treasurer of the Virginia Company. He
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first arrived in Virginia at Jamestown in July, 1609, with a ship-load
j

of wine and ])rovisions to trade on private account, and to iisii for stur-
j

geon contrary to the regulations of the Company. The colonists, suffer-
j

iiig for provisions, seized his supplies. Argali remained in the Colony
j

until June 19, 1610, wlieii he sailed in the “ Discovery ” fortlie Bermu(i:is ;

for provisions for the Colony, in company with the vessel of Sir Georg(^ ;

Somers, from whom, hov/ever, he was soon sepaiated in a violent storm.

Being driven northward, he came to anchor in a great bay, whicli he
named Delaware Bay. He soon made his way back to Jamestown, and
about Christnnis, sailing up tl)e Potomac to trade with the natives, re-

covered from JojiassLis, a brother of Powhatan, a ca})tivc English bov,

Henry Spelman, who afterward wrote a narrative of his captivity, which
was printed from the original manuscript by J. F. Hunnewell in 1872.

j

In February, 1011, Argnll attacked the chief of the Warroskoynks for
j

a breach of contract, and ])urned two of his towns. Early in 1613 he
|

bribed Joi)assus w ith a brass kettle to deliver Pocahontas into his liands,
j

designing to hold her for a ransom. I

In 1614, under orders from Sir Thomas Dale, Argali broke up the

French settlement at Mt. Desert, on the coast of i\laine, causing a war
|

betw'een the French and English colonists. He also destroynd the French
j

settlements at St. Croix and Port Koyal. He now sailed for England,
W'here he arrived in June, 1614. He returned to Virginia as Deputy
Governor, May 15, 1617, with a purpose to traffic in violation of the

laws he w’as to administer. Pie found “ the market place, streets, and
other spare places in Jamestown planted in tobacco,” so allin ing to the

colonists was the profit yielded by the weed. He enacted severe sumptu-
ary law's, and by his arbitrary conduct rendered himself odious. He w as

recalled, and Sir George Ycardley ap]>ointed in his ])lace, but, ])eforc the

arrival of the latter. Argali secretly stole away from the Colony. Called to

account for his misconduct, he w'as shielded from ]mnishment by his trading

partner, the Earl of Warwick. In 1620 lie was a captain in the ex- 1

pedition against the Algerines; was knighted by James I. in 1623, and
in 1625 was engaged in Cecil’s expedition against the Spanish. He died

in 1639. All account of his voyage from Jamestown in 1610, and his

letter respecting his voyage to Virginia in 1617, are preserved in Pur-
chas. After the death of Lord De La Warr, Argali took charge of his

estate
;
and letters of Lady De La Warr are in existence accusing him

of the most flagrant and barefaced peculation
s

CAPTAIN NATHANIEL POWELL.

Captain Nathaniel Powell, of the Council, was Acting Governor of the

Colony from the departure of Argali, April 9, 1619, until the 19th inst.,
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>vlicn Governor Ycartllcy arrived. Powell, with liis wife and eleven

others, was slain at his jdantation, “ Powle Brooke,” by the savages, in the

rneinorable massacre of March 22, 1622.

SIR FRANCIS WYATT.

The father of Sir Francis was George Wyatt, and his mother was a
daughter of Sir Thomas Finch. His sister Eleanora married Sir John
Fincli

;
and his wife was a daughter of Samuel Saiidys. Sir Francis

arrived in Virginia in October, 1621, with an ap])ointment to relieve

(iovernor Yeardley (whose term expired November 18th) at tlic request

of the latter. Sir Francis was accompanied by his brother, Kev. Hunt
Wyatt, Dr. John Pott, pliysician (afterward Acting Governor of the

C'olony), William Claiborne (subsequently prominent, and designated in

history as “ the rebel”) as surveyor, and George Sandys, treasurer, who
during his stay translated the Metamorphoses of Ovid and the First Book
of Virgil’s JEneid. This first Anglo-American poetical production was
published in London in 1626. Sir Francis brought with him a new con-

stitution for the Colony, granted July 24th, by which all former immu-
nities and franchises were confirmed. Trial hj jury was first secured,

and an annual assembly provided. During the administration of Wyatt,
which was judicious, occurred the Indian massacre of March 22, 1622,
in which three hundred and forty-seven of the colonists fell victims

;
and

on tlie 16th of June, 1624, the charter of the Virginia Company was
annulled. The death of his father. Sir George Wyatt, in 1626, calling

Sir Francis to Ireland to attend to his private affairs, he was succeeded
in the government of Virginia by Sir George Yeardley. Sir Francis
was re-aj)pointed Governor in November, 1639, but was relieved by Sir

Williiim Berkeley in February, 1642. He died at Bexley, Kent, Eng-
land in 1644.

CAPTAIN FRANCIS WEST.

Captain Francis West, a younger brother of Lord De La Warr, ar-

rived in the Colony in September, 1608. He is said by the historian
Neill to have married a widow in the Colony; no issue is mentioned.
He was long a member of the Council, and in 1622 held the appointment
ot Admiral of New England. He owned lauds near “ Westover,” James
Kiver, famed as the seat of thoByrds. He was Acting Governor of Vii ginia
foun the death of Sir G('orge Yeardley, November °J4, 1627, until his
d< parlure for England, iNIarch b, 1629, when he was succeeded by Dr.
John Pott. lie must have returned to Virginia, as his name appears as
u imunber of the Council in 1632-3. By a tradition Ip the family lie is

taid to have been drowned
; when, it is not stated.
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DOCTOR JOHN POTT.

Doctor John Pott, who accompanied Sir Francis Wyatt to Virprinia as

physician, arriving in October, 1621, as President of the Council suc-

ceeded Captain Francis West in the Government of Virginiji upon the

departure of the latter for England. Pott was superseded by the arrival

of Sir John Harvey in March, 1630, and in July following by a strange

mutation of fortune, the late Governor was tried for cattle-stealing and
convicted. This was the first trial by jury in the Colony.

SIR JOHN HARVEY.

John Harvey was commissioned Governor of the Colony IMarch 26,

1628, and knighted soon after. He had been one of the Commissioners
sent in 1623 to procure evidence to be used against the Virginia Com-
pany to secure the annulling of the charter, and was a member of the

provisional government in 1625. He arrived in Virginia in IMarch, 1630.

He was one of the most rapacious, tyrannical and unpo})ular of the

royal governors, and in the contest of Colonel William Clail)orne with

George Calvert, of IMaryland, for the possession of Kent Island, Har-
vey—actuated, it was charged, by motives of private interest—sided with

Maryland in the disputes, and rendered himself so obnoxious that an
assembly was called for the 7th of May, 1635, to hear complaints against

him. Before it met, however, he consented to go to England to answer
the charges. He was reinstated by Charles I. as Govei'uor, by commission
dated April 2, 1634, but in November, 1639, was displaced by Sir Francis

Wyatt.
CAPTAIN JOHN WEST.

Captain John West, a younger brother of Lord De La Warr, and
long a member of the Council, succeeded Sir John Harvey when tlic

latter was “thrust out of his Government” April 28, 1635. He was
superseded by Sir John Harvey, April 2, 1636. He remained in Vir-

ginia, and has many worthy descendants in Virginia in honored family

names. In March 1659-60, the House of Burgesses passed an act ac-

knowledging “ the many important favors and services rendered to the

country of Virginia by the noble family of the West, predecessors to

Mr. John West, their now only survivor.”

SIR WILLIAM BERKELEY.

Sir William Berkeley, the son of Sir IMaurice, and brother of Lord
John Berkeley of Stratton, was born near London about 1610. He
graduated M. A., at Oxford, in 1629, traveled extensively in Europe m
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PEYTON RANDOLPH,
First Speaker of the Continental Congress.

From the oricjinal in the possession of Peyton
Johnston, Esq., Itidiinoud.
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1630, and returned an accomplished courtier and cavalier. He was com-
missioned Governor of Virginia, August 9, 1641, and arrived in the

Colony in February, 1642, and by some salutary measures as well as by
his prepossessing manners, rendered himself acceptable' to the colonists.

On the 18th of April, 1644, a second Indian massacre occurred in the

Colony. The number of the victims has been variously stated as three

and five hundred. During a visit of Berkeley to England from June,

1644, to June, 1645, his place was tilled by Richard Kempe, a member
of the Council, and who had been its Secretary. During the civil war
in England, Berkeley took the royal side, and Virginia was the last of the

English possessions which acknowledged the authority of Cromwell. He
manifested shrewdness as well as courage when the fleet of parliament
appeared- in James River in 1651, and made terms satisfactory to l)oth

})arties. He was superseded in the Government, according to Hening,
April 30, 1652, by Richard Bennet, but there are grants of land of rc(*ord

in the Virginia Land Reiristrv, signed by Bennet in flanuary, 1652.

H c was re-elected Governor by the Assembly ?.Tarch 23, 1660, and
commissioned by Charles II., July 31, 1660. lie was sent, A])ril 30,

1661, by the Colony to England to protest against the enforcement of (he

Navigation Act, Colonel Francis Morrison acting as Governor until

Berkeley’s return in the fall of 1 662.

Berkeley lost popularity with the colonists by his extreme severity

towards the followers of Nathanial Bacon, whose so-called “rebellion”
1 1 had been occasioned by Berkeley’s own faithlessness and obstinacy.

I Twenty-three of the participants were executed, and Berkeley was onl}^

restrained from the further shedding of blood by the remonstrance of the

Assembly.
Charles II. is reported to have said: “The old fool has taken more

lives in his naked country than J. have taken for my father’s murder.”
Through the influence of the {danters, Berkeley was recalled, and died at

Twickenham, July 9, 1677, before lie could have an interview with tlie

King. Berkeley in his reply to commissioners, sent to inquire into the

condition of the Colony, said, “Thank God! there are no free schools or

printing presses, and I hope there will be none for a hundred years; for

learning has brought disobedience and heresy and sects into the world,

and printing has divulged these and other ‘ libels.’” Tie wrote two })lavs,

and is the author of “A Description of Virginia,” folio, 1663. His
W’idow, Lady Frances Berkeley, who had before been Dame 8tephens,
and whose maiden name was (,’ulpeper, married thirdly, Rhilip Lud-
well of “ Green Spring,” Virginia, long the secretary of the Colony.

RICJIAKl) KEMPE.

Richard Kempe appears as a IMember of the Council of Virginia in

1612, and as its President, in June, 1644, upon the departure of Sir
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William Berkeley for England, became the acting Governor of the

colony. It is notable that during his incumbency the first fast and thanks-

Lrivingdays in the Colony of which any record is })reserved, were ordered.

“Alt James Cittye the 17th of February, 1G44-5.” it was “ enacted by

the Governour, Counsell and Burgesses of this present Crand Assembly,

tor God’s glory and the publick benefit of the coilony to tlie end that

God might avert his heavie judgments that are now vpon vs, That the

last Wednesday in every month be sett apart for a day of ffast and
liumiliation, And that it be wholly dedicated to prayers ami preach-

ing also, “That the eighteenth day of April be yearly celebrated })v

thanksgivings for our deliverance from the hands of the Salvages.”

[rvcferring to the recent massacre by the Indians.] (Ilening’s Statutes,

T, pp. 289, 290.)

Sir William Berkeley, returning in June, 1G45, resumed the govern-

ment of Virginia, but Kichard Kem])e continued to serve the colony as a

nu'inberof the Council until 1648, and })erha})s later, latterly as the Secre-

tary of the body. He died sometime before 1G78. William Kempe,
j>rohably a kinsman, was a Burgess from Elizabeth City County in

1G30. The name is a highly respected one in Virginia, and the parish

records of Middlesex county present frec{uent representatives among the

li.'ts of vestrymen.

RICHARD RENNET.

Richard Bennet, who is mentioned as being “one of Lord Arlington’s

family,” was a merchant, and appears as a Burgess from “ Vv^arros-

<pioveake” in October, 1G29. He was a IMember of the Council in 1G42.
A Raritan in religious belief, he fled into the i)rovince of IMarylaiid in

1 *>13 to escape })ersecution. Fr()m thence he went to London, and in

S'prember, 1651, returned to Virginia with the aj^poiiitment from the

Railiamentary Government as one of the Commissioners to effect the
i<“duction of the royal colony of Virginia, the remaining Commis-
Mnners being Captain Robert Dennis, Thomas Stegge (an uncle of the
f*tst William Byr<l, of “ Westover”), and Colonel AVilliam Claiborne,
“ the rebel.” Bennet was elected Governor of the Colony by the
Assembly, April oO, 1652, and was continued in office until iNlarch 80,
1 *>•>•), when he was sent to England as the Agent of Virginia to ]-(>p-

>ent its interests before Parliament. In 1666 he commanded the
militia of three of the four military districts into which Virginia was
divided, with the rank of Major-General. The remaining district was
‘‘ -nimanded by the Governor, Sir William Berkeley. In 1667 INIajor-

Gt rieral Bennet served as a Commissioner to Marviand to regulate the
''djivation of tobacco. He was a member of the (5>uncil as late as
l''<4, and is presumed to have <lit‘d soon after this ])eriod. He owned

plantations “ Weyauoak ” and “ Kicotan,” on flames River. His
c.oiglHer Anne (died Fovember, 1(!87) married Theodrick Bland, of
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^‘Westover/’ (born January 16, 1629; died August, 1669) and their

descendants, in the honored names of Randolph, Lee, Harrison, Bev-
erley and others, have been and are among the most worthy peo])le of

Virginia.

EDWARD DIGGES.

Edward Digges, a younger son of Sir Dudley Digges, of Chilham,
County Kent, England, Knight and Baronet, and IMaster of the Rolls in

the reign of Charles the First, was born in 1620. He was a})pointed

a member of the Council November 22, 1654, and was elected by the

Assembly Governor of Virginia jMarch 30, 1655, to succeed Governor
Bennet, and served until March 13, 1658, when he was sent to Eng-
land as one of the agents of the colony. He married Elizabeth Bray,
and died March 15, 1675. In the epitaph upon his tomb at the family

seat, “ Belleficld,” distant eight miles from Williamsburg, he is

described as “ a gentleman of most considerable parts and ingenuity,

and the only promoter of the silk manufacture in this colonie, and in

everything else a pattern worthy of all pious imitation.” He left six

sons and seven daughters, whose blood now intermingles in the best

esteemed families of the State. Several of his sons were prominent in

the affairs of the colony, one of them, Dudley, being long a member
of the Council, as was also his grandson. Cole Digges.

COLONEL SAMUEL MATTHEWS.

Samuel Matthews, who is termed “ an ancient planter,” was a mem-
ber of the Council as early as 1629. In March, 1630, he built the fort

at Point Comfort, James River. He served continuously in the Council,

or Assembly, and latterly as County-Lieutenant of Warwick County,
deriving thence his title of Lieutenant-Colonel. In 1656 he was sent

as one of the agents of the colony to England, and on IMarch 13, 1658.

was elected by the Assembly Governor to succeed Edward Digges. He
was an honest, energetic and capable servant of the colony, and his

death, which occurred in January, 1660, was universally lamented.

The colony was now without a Governor until the 23d of March, when
Sir William Berkeley was elected by the Assembly. There are higlily

esteemed descendants of Governor Matthews in Virginia, one of them
being James M. Matthews, Esq., of Richmond, late the able Reporter
of the Court of Appeals of the State.

COLONEL FRANCIS MORRY80N, OR MORRISON.

Major Francis jVIorryson, or Morrison, embarked from London with

his brother loyalists, Colonel Henry Norwood and Major Richard Fox,
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for Virginia, September 23, 1649, and arrived in the colony in Kovem-
U*r following. They were kindly received by Sir William Berkeley,

the Governor, whe gave Morrison the command of the fort at Point

C'oTiifort. He became a member of the Council, and it is- presumed
Cuiintv-Lieutcnant of James City County, since his later designation was

Colonel. He was Speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1656, and from

April 30, 1661, to sometime in the fall of the following year (during

die absence of Sir William Berkele}^ in England), Governor of Virginia.

March 26, 1663, he was sent to England as the agent of the colony, with

an annual salary of £200. The records do not evidence that he ever

returned to Virginia. He married Cecilia, the sister of Giles Rawlins,

who died during her residence in Virginia, and she petitioned afterward

for a share in the distribution of his estate.

HERBERT JEFFREYS.

Colonel Herbert Jeffreys was commissioned Governor of the Colony
of Virginia, October 9, 1676, and Captain Robert Walter appointed his

Deputy the following day, but the latter died without entering upon
othce, and Jeffreys was recommissioned Lieutenant-Governor, Xovember
11, 1676. He entered upon his office, A]>ril 27, 1677. He effected a

treaty of peace with the Indians (who had long held the Colony in

terror) by which each town agreed to pay three arrows for their land,

and twenty beaver skins annually for protection. Jeffreys died Decem-
ber 30, 1678, and was succeeded by Sir Henry Chicheley.

SIR HENRY CHICHELEY.

Sir Henry Chicheley is first mentioned in Virginia in November, 1649,
as the guest of Captain Ralph Wormeley, of “ Rosegill,” Middlesex
County (afterwards Clerk of Lancaster County), whose widow, Agatha,
he married sometime before 1667. In 1656 he was a Burgess from
Eancast(u- County, and in 1674, a member of the Council. In iMarch,
But), he was appointed commander of the forces to be sent against the
In.lians, but the forces were disbanded before marching by Sir William
iHu keley. He became Deputy Governor of Virginia, December 30,
1 ‘n.S, upon the death of Governor Herbert Jeffreys, under a commission
• iat«>d February 28, 1674, and served until the arrival of Lord Culpeper,
.'larrh 10, 1680, but he continued to act as Deputy Governor during the
:\hs, lu'e of Ijord Culpeper until 1683. Sir Henry Chicheley died somc-
t.mo after 1692, and was buried at Christ Church in Middlesex
* ‘-uiity. His descendants intermarried with the Corbin, Thacker, and
‘Ctu'r tamilies, and there are representatives of his own name, as well, in
' irgiiiiu at the present day.
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LORD CULPEPER.

Thomas, Lord Culpeper, Baron of Thorsway, who had been one of

the Commissioners for Plantations, was on July 8, 1675, appointed by
Charles II., Governor of Virginia for life. He is described as “an
able, but artful and covetous man." Kegarding liis office doubtless a

sinecure, he lingered in England until a reproof from the King impelled

his departure. He came over to Virginia in 1680, and Avas sworn into

office May 10th. He brought Avith him several bills ready pre})ared for

the consideration of the Assembly, and procured the passage by tliat

body of several po])ular acts, including one of “ free and general par-

don, indeinnitie, and oblivion " for all participants in the recent movement
knoAvn as “ Bacon’s Rebellion."

He had the address, Avithal, to have the import of tAvo shillings per

hogshead made perpetual, and instead of being accounted for to the

Assembly, as foriiierly, to be dis|)osed of as his Majesty might deem fit.

He also, notwithstanding the impov'erished condition of the Colony,

contrived the enlargement of his salary from one tliousand po\inds to

upwards of two thousand, besides perrp.nsites amouniing to eight hundred
more. He Avent over to England in August, 1680, leaving Sir Henry
Chicheley as Deputy Governor of the Colony. An act of the Assembly
requiring tobacco for shipment to be laden at establislied towns, having
created much popular commotion and riotous destruction of tobacco

plant beds, to quell the disaffection Culpeper Avas commanded to return

to Virginia. He arrived in November, 1682, and as a result of his

measures taken, several of the ring-leaders in the riots Avere haTiged.

One of them. Major Robert BcA^erley, clerk of the House of Burgesses,

and the father of the Virginia historian of the same name, endured a

lengthy and rigorous imprisonment, and Avas disfranclnsed. Cul})oper

returned to England September 17, 1683, leaving his kinsman, Nicholas

Spencer, as the executi\"e of the Colony.

Thus, again, quitting his government in violation of his orders, he
was arrested immediately upon his arrival in England, and being found

guilty, also, of receiving presents from the Assembly, a jury of Middlesex
found that he had forfeited his commission. He died in 1719. He Avas

in 1669 a co-grantee Avith Henry, Earl of Arlington, of the extensive

territory betAveen the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers, Virginia,

known as the “Northern Neck." By purchase, he became sole proprietor

;

his daughter, Catherine, sole heiress, married Thomas, fifth Lord Eairiax

and Baron Cameron, and the j)roprietary descended to their son d'homas,

sixth Lord Fairfax, avIio established Ins seat, in Virginia, at “ Green-
way Court," Frederick County, where he lived in much state, dispensing

a liberal hospitality. He Avas tlie friend and ])atron of Washington,
whom, at the age of sixteen, in 1748, he ein])loycd to survey his lands
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west of the Blue Ridge. Lord Fairfiix died December 12, 1787, aged
o»i years

;
his barony and immense domain of 5,282,000 acres descend-

ing': to liis only brother Robert, seventh Lord Fairfax, but as the latter

was in tJie possession of Lord Thomas during the Revolution, it was

rniifiscatcd. The portrait of Lord Culpeper in this work is from a

jtliotograph of a copy in the collections of the Virginia Historical Society,

•M Kichmoud, Va., of the original at Leeds Castle, England, painted by

.\ndr. Hennemorn in 1664.

NICHOLAS SrENCLK.

Colonel Nicholas Spencer, a kinsman of Lord Culpeper, Avho had been

a uiember of the Council and its Secretary fi-om 1679, as President be-

i amc the acting Governor of Virginia upon the departure of Lord Cul-

for England, Sej)tember 17, 1683. lie was superseded April 16,

lf>84, by Lord Effingham. Spencer was still Secretary of the Colony
in 1689, and perhaps served later.

FRANCIS HOWARD, BARON EFFIN(4MAM.

Francis Howard, Baron Effingham, son of Sir Charles Howard, suc-

'•eeded to his title in 1681. He was commissioned Governor of Virginia,

>rptember 28, 1683, and arrived in the Colony and entered upon the

duties of his office, April 16, 1684. He was instructed to jvrevent the
<De of the })rinting press in Virginia. Owing to the incursions of the Five
Nations upon the frontier of Virginia, it was deemed expedient to treat

witli them through the Governor of Netv York; and for this purpose,
k"rd Eflingham sailed for Albany the 23d of June, and in July efiected

a treaty wdth the chiefs of the warlike tribes. During Effingham’s ab-
''•nce I'rom Virginia, the Government was administered by Nathaniel
Ificoii, Senior, President of the Council.

Eflingham, no less avaricious and unscrupulous than his predecessor,
t ulpeper, had been, by his tyranny and rajiacity aroused a general
>i'irit of indignation. He prorogued and dissolved the Assembly;
< roated a new Court of Chancery, making himself a petty lord chan-
''»'ll'»r; multi})lied fees, and stooped to share them with the clerks, silenc-
>ug the victims of his extortions by arbitrary imprisonment. The

for relief of the groaning colonists were at length heard, and
*-ltingham was recalled, embarking for England, October 20, 1688,
having Nathanial Bacon, Senior, President of the Council, in the Gov-
ernment. Lord Effingham died in England, March 30, 1694.
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NATHANIEL BACON.

Nathaniel Bacon, Senior, of the lineage of the celebrated Francis

Bacon, Lord Verulam, and a cousin of Nathaniel Bacon, Junior, known
in history as “ the rebei,” was born in 1620. lie was |irominent in the

affairs of the Colony, and held various offices of distinction and trust.

He was County-Lieutenant, or “ Conimander-in-Chief ” of the County
|

of York
;
long the auditor of the Colony, and, as his epitaph recites,

a member of the Council “ for above forty years.” As President of

the body, he was the acting Governor of Virginia from the do]’)arti!rc

of Lord Effingham, October 20, 1688, until the arrival of Francis

Nicholson, October 16, 1690. He died ^larch 16, 1693. His wife

was Elizabeth, daughter of Ftichard Kingsmell, a name corrujUly

perpetuated in Kingsmill Wharf, York County, James Iviver. The
tombs of Nathaniel Baco]i and his wife, massive marlde tablets witli

armorial insignia, remained a few years since in the ancient burial

ground near the mouth of King’s Creek, York County.
Nathaniel Bacon, Senior, bequeathed his estate to his niece Abiaail

(iiee Smith), wife of i\lajor Lewis Burweil, as he left no issue. But
of his chivalric kinsman, “the rebel,” there are claimed representa-

tive descendants of the present generation.

SIR FRANCIS NICHOLSON.
j

Colonel Francis Nicholson was by profession a soldier. Lieutenant-

Governor of the Colony of New' York under Sir Edmund Andros, he

was at the head of the administration there in 1687—1689, but was driven

thence by a ])opular outbreak. He came from EuLdand to Virginia as

its Lieutenant-Governor in 1600, and relieved i’resident Natlianid

Bacon, October 16. Courting popularity, he instituted athlelic games,

and offiered prizes to those v/ho shouhl excel in riding, running, shoot-

ing, w'rescling and fencing. He also proposed the estal)lishment of a

post-office, and recommended the erection of a college, heading, with

the Council, a private subscription by which £2500 were raised, and

the result was the charter in February, 1692, of the ancient seat of

learning, William and Mary College.

Nicholson was relieved October 15, 1693, by Sir Edmond Aiul)(<s,

Governor-in-Chief. Nicholson w'as now appointed Governor of iMaiy-

land, serving as such until December 9, 1698, when lie relieved

Sir Edmond Andros as Governor of Virginia, under a commission,

dated July 20th ])receding. Nicholson entertained a plan to form the

several colonies into a Confederacy, of wiiich he aspired to be nuuh'

viceroy. Disappointed in his aims, he displayed ultimately such treaks

of caprice, and such audacity in misrule, as to call in ((uestion ids

sanity. Becoming jmssionately attaclied to a daughter ot Lewis Bur-

W'ell, Jr., and iailing to win her favoi-, or that oi‘ her parents, he exhilii-

ted furious maidfestations, and persisted (^Quixotically for years in his
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futile attentions to the lady, venting threats against her father, brothers

and others.

He became involved, also, in contentions with the clergy. For
a more healthy location. Governor Xicholson removed tlie seat of Gov-
ernment from Jamestown to Middle Plantations (suljseciueotly iiame<l

Williamsburg) in 1698. Upon the complaint of the clergy and Coun-
cil, Governor Nicholson was recalled to England in August, 1705, and
on the 15th of that month, succeeded by Edward Nott as Lieutenant-

Governor. In 1710 Nicholas was appointed General and Commander-in-
chief of the forces sent against Port Royal, in Acadia, which was sur-

rendered to him October 2. lie returned to England to urge aiiotlier

attempt upon Canada, taking with him five Iroquois Indians, wdio were
presented to Q.ueen Anne. He commanded the unsuccessful exj)cdi

tion against Canada in 1711. From October 12, 1712, to August,

1717, he w’as Governor of Nova Scotia. He was knighted in 1720,

and served as Governor of South Carolina from 1721 to June, 1725,

when, returning to England, he was made a Eieutenant-General. Ban-
croft describes him as “an adei)t in colonial governments; trained by
long experience in New York, Virginia, and Maryland; brave and not

penurious, but narrow' and irascible; of loose morality, yet a fervent

supporter of the church.” He was the author of “An Apology or Vin-
dication of Francis Nicholson, Governor of South Carolina,” Eondon,
folio, 1724, and of “Journal of an Expedition for the Reduction of

Port Royal,” London, 4to, 1711. He died in London, INIarch 5, 1728.

SIR EDMOND ANDROS.

Edmond Andros w’as born in London, December 6, 1637. Bred a
soldier, he distinguished himself in the war wuth the Dutch, which
closed in 1667, and in 1672 was appointed a major in Prince Rupert's

Dragoons. In the year 1674, upon the death of his fatlier, he suc-

ceeded him as bailiff of Guernsey. He was appointed Governor of the

Colony of New’ York, where he had previously served in a military

capacity in 1678, and continued governor until 1681, being primapally

employed there in passing grants to the subjects, and in presiding in

the Court of Sessions. Appoiiitecl Governor of New' England, lie

arrived in Boston December 21. There his administration was to the

utmost degree arbitrary and tyrannical. He interlered with the lilu'rty

of the press, leviial enormous taxes without authority, and rc(|uiied th(3

proprietors of lands to obtain from him new titles at great expense. In

October, 1687, he dmnanded, at the head of his troops, the surrender

of the charter of (5)nnecticut, but it was successfully concealed in the

famous Charter Oak, at Hartford. His wife died and was buricil at

Boston, Fi'bruary 10, 1 687-8, in Jving’s Cdiapel burying ground. In 1688
he caused an Indian war by his aggiH'ssions on the Penobscot tribe. At
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last, inuler tho wciglit of his oppressions, the people of Boston deposed

and imprisoned him. Tlie abdication of James the Hecond pre-

vented any consecpient trouble witli the British Government, be-

cause of this summary assertion of popular prerogative; and no

judi<*ial decision was rendered regarding Andros. He was cornmis-

-ioiu'd Governor of Virginia March 1, lbl)3, and arrived in the colony

( )rlober 16th, following, relieving Colonel Francis Nicholson in the

LTovernment. He was kindly received by the Virginians, whose

solicitations to King AVilliam for warlike stores he had promoted. He
>oon gave some olience, however, by ordering ships to cruise against

vessels engaged in contraband trade, yet his administration was a salu-

tary and pros})CTOUs one for Virginia, and by his conduct here he is

considered by some to have largely condoned his previous lawless career.

During his term of office the ancient seat of learning, William and IMary

Col lege,was established, and in 1693 an act was ])assed for organizing a post-

otfiee dejiartmentfor Virginia, with a central office and sub-offices in each
emtnty, with fixed rates of postage, and Thomas Neale as Postmaster-

Ceneral. Andros’s love of order carried him into tlie public departments,
and finding the documents and papers in great confusion, torn, soiled and
moth-eaten, he ordered their reparation, and pressed reform with vigor,

lie encouraged manufactures, incited the planters to the cultivation of

'otlon, and gave his assent to an act establishing the first fulling-mills

over known in the settlement. Invested with the power (A Ordinary, or

representative of the King and the Bishop of London, his acts brought
him in collision with commissary James Blair, President of William and
Mary College, who, in 1694, preferred charges to the King against him
a> an enemy to religion, the church, and the college, and occasioned, thus,

his removal from office. He was succeeiled, December 9, 1698, by
Dohtnel Francis Nicholson. Andros was Governor of Guernsey from
L<tf to 1706. He died at London, February 27, 1713-14, honored
and respected. The narrative of his proceedings in New England was
published in 1691, and republished in 1773. The “Andros Tracts,”
cilited by William H. Whitmore, were published by the Prince Society,
Boston, 1868, 2 vols. 4to.

EARL OF ORKNEY.

George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney, a member of a distingui.shed
lamily, was appointed Governor-in-chief of Virginia in 1697, and en-

it as a jiensionary sinecure for forty years, all the while residing
io Imgland. and out of the annual salary of X2,000 reeffiving £1,20().
Geor^r^> Ilainilton entered the army in his youth, was made a colonel in

and, in 1693, was created Earl of Orkney, in considmatiou
»d his gallantry. He was present at the battles of the Boyne, Athlone,
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Limorlck, Aghrirn, f^timkirk, Landen, Namur, and Blenheim, and
was a great lavorite with King AVilliam the Third. In tlie first year
of Queen Anne’s reign he v/as made a major -general, and tdiorily

afterwards a Knight of the Thistle, serving with <^iistinetion in all

the wars of her reign. As one of the sixteen ]>eers of Seolhmd, he
was a member of Hie House of Loi-ihs for many years. Jle man’ie'l,

in 1095, Elizabeth, daughter of 8ir Edward Ailliers, Knight, (Maitl

of Honor to (^lU'en JMarv,) sister of Edward, Eaid of Jersey, by Avhom
he had issue tln*ee daughters; Lady Anne, who m.arried the Earl
of Inchequin; Jiudy Eranees, who married Sir Thomas Sandei-sou

(brother to the Earl of SearhorouglO, and La<iy Harriet, who married
the Earl of Orrery. Ho died danuary 29, 1737, and, on vSeptendier 0

of that year, was succeeded as (iovi'rnor-in-chief of Virginia by tiie

Earl of Albemarle. Tlie nephew of the Earl of Orkney, the ceh'-

braled Sir AVilliam Hamilton, the luisbaiid of the liinious beauty,
Lady Emma Hamilton, wliose name is connected with that (d the
heroic Lord Nelson, of the Nile, was, in 1772, an unsuccessful ajipli-

cant for the resident governorship of Virginia

EDWARD NOTT.

Edward Nott, born in Idol, succeeded, August 15, 1705, as the

deputy of the Earl oi* Orkney, Francis Nicholson, in the resident gov-
ernment of Virginia.

Governor Nott procured the passage, in October, 1705, by the assem-
bly, of an act for the building of a jialace for the governor, with an ap-

propriation of £3,000, also an act estahlishing tlie general court, but
the last was disallowed by the British Board of Trade. During Gov-
ernor Nett’s administration the C'ollege of William and Mary vras de-

stroyed by fre. Governor Nott died, greatly lamented by tlie Colony,
August 23, 1700, and in the epitaph upon the liandsome tomb to liis

memory, still standing in the church yard of Old Bruton ('hurch, in

Williamsburg, the regard in which he was held is thus testifed : “In
his priyate character he was a good Christian, and in his jiublic a good
Governor, lie was a lover of mankind and hountiful to his friemb.
By the prudence and justice of his administration he was imiversally
esteemed a public blessing while he lived, and when he died it was a
_j)ublic calamity. In grateful remembrance of whose many
virtues, the General Assembly of this Colony have erected this moiiu-
inent.”

EDMUND JENINGS.

Edmund Jenings, son of Sir Edmund Jenings, of Bipon, Yorkshire,
England, jMemln'r of l*arliaim'iit, is jirst mentioned in Virginia annals,
August 1, 1()S4, as Attornev-( Jeiu'ral of the Colony. Captain IVter
Jenings, of Gloucester county, probably a relative, was an “Adjutant-
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ru iicrar’ and a burgess in IGGO, and then, or later, Attorney-General.

}b‘ died in 1G71. John Jenings appears as a grantee of land in James
City county in 1G49. Ednuind deiiings married Frances (died in Lon-
don, Novcjnber 22, 1713), daughter of Henry Corbin, emigrant an-

eestor from England of the laniily of his name in Virginia. Jenings
was, in 1G96, Deputy Secretary of Virginia, and, a little later, the

agent of the proprietary of the Northern Neck. He was long a member
of the council, and, as its president, upon the death of Governor Nott,

In’came, August 23, 1705, the executive of Virginia. He was one of the

commissioners the same year for laying off the city of Williamsburg.
II is daughter Ariana became tlie wife of John Itandolph, Attorney-
General of Virginia, and tlieir son, Edmund Kandolph, became the Gov-
ernor of Virginia and Attorney-General of the United States under
^Vashington. Another (laughter of Edmund Jenings married AV’^iiliam

Hill, of the family of the jMaiTpiis of Downshire. The blood of Edmund
Jenings has intermingled with that of the Avorthiest families of Virginia,

cmn}>rising the honored names of I\andoli)h, Carter, Lee, Ludwell,
.^leade and others. Jenings continued the executive of Virginia until

tlic arrival of Lieutenant-Governor Spotswood, June 23, 1710.

ROBERT IIUNTER.

Kobert Hunter was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia, April
4. 1707, and his commission from George, Prince of Deiimail^, consort
(»f Queen Anne, and Lord Admiral, is jmeserved in the cabinet of the
Virginia Historical Society. It is a huge vellum document, measuring
two feet by two feet six inches, closely covered with Latin scrij)t, and
is probably the mdy examjJe in Virginia of the commissions of her gov-
ernors in colonial times; and yet Hunter, being ca])tured by the French,
then at war Avith England, on his Augyage to Virginia, never acted as
her executive, being couAmyed as a prisoner to Paris by his ca])tors.

It a])])ears that, soon after this, a plan having been pro])osed to reduce
the IS]>anish West India Ishinds, Hunter Avas ])roposed, by the Duke of
Marlborough, to command it. During Hunter’s detention in Paris, he
corresponded Avith Dean SAvift, Avho, it appears, had been sus])ecte(l of
being the author of the famous letter concerning enthusiasm, usually
]>rinted in Lord Shaftesbury’s Charadcridics, but Avhich Avas really Avrit-

t<M\ by Hunter, Returning to England, Hunter Avas made GoA'ernor
ot New York, and Avas sent thither in 1710, Avith 2,700 ex])atriated

1‘alatines, to settle that colony. He returned to England in 1710. On
the accession of George the Second, he Avas reinstated in the govern-
nuait of New York and New Jt'rsey. The climate not agreeing Avith him,
h(‘ obtained the government of »lamaica instead, arriving there in F('b-

niary, 1727. lie died March 31, 1734. He Avas a friend of Addison,
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as well as of Swift; was a wit and scholar, and, in addition to the letter

mentioned, wrote a farce called “Androboros.”

ALEXANDER SPOTSW'OOD.

Colonel Alexander Spotswood, who arrived, June 23, 1710, in Air
ginia, as the deputy or lieutenant of George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney,

;

the Governor and Commandcr-in cliief of tlie Colony, was descended

from the ancient Scottish family of Spottiswoode, a local surname as-

sumed by the proprietors of the lands and barony of Spottiswoode in tlie
i

parish of Gordon and county of Berwick, at the earliest period when sur-

names became hereditary in Scotland; l)ut his lineage is yet more nobly
^

avouched in the virtue, learning, al)ility and courage of its re})resentatives *

through centuries of succession. The traditional account of the family

is, that the male line of the ancient barons of Spottiswoode, fuiling in

the reign of Alexander IJ., a younger son of the illustrious house of

Gordon, which was then seated in the same county, married tlie heir- ;

ess and was obliged to take upon himself the name of Spottiswoode
;

but he retained the boars head of the Gordons, which his successors, :

the barons or Spottiswoode, carry to this day. The immefliate progeni-

tor of this family was Kobert de Spotswoods, born during the reign of

Alexander III., who succeeded to the crown of Scotland in 1249. i

Seventh in descent from Kobert was John Spotiswood
;
born, 1510;

died 1585; superintendent of Lothian, a zealous Protestant divine and i

one of the coni])ilers of “The First Book of l)isci))line and of the Confes-

sion of Faith.” His son, John Spotswood, of Spotiswoode, born in I

1595, became archbishop of Glasgow and one of the privy coun.sel
|

of Scotland in 1635. He suffered from the jiojiular indignation at the I

attempt, discouraged by him, to impose a litui-gy on the Scottish
|

Church, and was deposed and excommunicated by the As.-;embly which
|

met at Glasgow in November, 1638. He retired to London, where he
|

died Novenilier 26th, 1639. He was the author, among other works, 1

of “The History of the Church and State of Scotland.” His second

son, Sir Robert Spottiswoode, jiresident of the (,'ourt of Sessions, author 1

of “ The Practicks of the Laws of Scotland,” a man of distinguished i

learning and merit, was born in 1596, and met his death at the hands .

of Parliament, January 17th, 1646, as an adhenint of the royal cause.

The son of the last Kobert Spotswood, wlio died in 1688, married a

widow, Catharine Elliott, wlu) had by her lirst. marriage a son, (Jeneral

Elliott, whos(' portrait is in tiie State Library at Kiehmond, \drginia.

The only child of Kobert and Catherine (Elliott) Spotswood, Alex-
ander, the subject of this notice*, was born in lt>76, at 'fangie*!-, tlu'ii an
English colony, in Africa, his father being then resident surgeon to

the governor of the island, the Earl of Middh'ton, and to the garrison

there. Alexander Spotswood was literally bred in I he army from his

5
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clijldliood and, uniting genius with courage, served with vlistinction

under tlie Duke of Marlborough. He was dangerously wounded in the

breast by the first fire of the French on the Confederates at the battle of

Blenheim, during the heat of which sanguinary encounter he served as

deputy quartermaster-general, with the rank of colonel. Though Vir-

Lrinia enjoyed tranquillity and the voice of fltctiou was hushed at the

time of the arrival of vSpotswood, yet the condition of the colony was
not prosperous. Her defenseless coasts were invaded by privateers and
pirates, and through the decline of her staple commerce, because of the

(quantities of tobacco procured from Germany by the Dutch, the sur-

reptitious shipment of it from the colony, and the greed of the English

factors, there was a just complaint of the scantiness of essentisd su])[)lies

of English manufactures. Spotswood was hailed with acclamation ])v

the colonists, because he brought with him the invaluable benelit of the

habeas corpus act, which had l)een denied by the late ministci-s when
their reqn-esentatives endeavored to extend it by their own authority.

But while the assembly regarded the recent favors granted, they could

not, October, 1710, be persuaded to see the defenseless condition of the

colony, since the certain expense of protection appeared more imme-
diate than distant danger

;
nor did the fear of a threatened Frencli in-

vasion the following summer, aq)[)eal any more etiectually. They refused to

pay the expense of collecting the militia or to discharge the debt due, be-

cause, as Spotswood informed the iNIinistry, “ they hoped WtiiGir fnuralitv

to recommend themselves to the })opulace.” 19X7117
They would only consent to levy £20,000 by duties laid chiefly on

British manuhicturcs, and insisted on discriminating privileges to Vir-

ginia owners of vessels, in jireference to British subjects, uqion the plea

that the exemption had always existed. The governor declined tiie

protiered levy, dissolved the assembly, and in anticipation of an Indian
war, 'was obliged to secure arms and supplies from England. By
prompt and energetic measures he(|uelled in the neighboring province of

North Carolina, an insurrection which tlm'atened to subvert all regular

government there; and later, in the war with the dhiscarora Indians
(commenced by a massacre on the frontier (d* North C'arolina, in Sep-
tember, 1711), by a conciliatory course, j)revented the tributary In-

dians from joining the enemy, with whom, in January, 1714, he con-

cluded a peace, and blending humanity with vigor, he faught them that

while he could use violence, he commiserated their fate. When a new
Assembly was called by Spotswood, in 1712, they did more' than
he expected, and discharged most of the debts of the Colony, when he
demonstrated that the standing revenue had been so defective dui-ing

the previous twenty-two years as to hav(‘ nMquired £7,000 from th(‘

monarch’s private estate to make up the deticiencies in governmental ex-

penses. The frontier of the Colony being no longer subjected to Indian
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incursions, the expenditure of government was reduced to one-third of

what had been previously required, and under the able administration ^

of Spotswood, Virginia advanced in comnierce, population and wealth

more rapidly than any of her sister colonies. A settlement of German
Protestants was also etfccted under the auspices of the Governor, on the

Rapid Anne river, which was called after the name of his residence,

Germanna. A profitable trade was established with the AVest Indies,

in the exchange of corn, lumber and salted provisions, for sugar, rum
and wine. In 1715 the population of Virginia was 72,500 whites and 1

23,000 negroes, it being of the American colonies second In number
|

only to ^Massachusetts, which was only one thousand greater. The j

slave })Opulation of Virginia was, during the reign of George I., in-
j

creased by 10,000. The colony now com})rised twenty-live counti(‘s, !

represented by fifty-two burgesses. The government was administered \

by a governor (appointed by the king), who nominated infei ior
|

magistrates and officers; and also by twelve councilors, also cn'ated by
]

the royal mandate. The energy and discipline of Spotswood soon ran
j

counter to the economical spirit of the Assembly, whom he further of-
|

fended by his haughtiness. xVnonymous letters were constantly trans-

mitted against him to the board of trade, who gave him an opportunity

of vindicating, in the vigor of his replies, the wisdom and l)eneHcencc

of his administration. xAs zealous a churchman as he is proven to have
been, he yet, in the exercise of the right of induction of ministers, in-

curred the animosity of the Bishop of London’s commissary, James
Blair, who laid formal com])laint against him befoje the king. Colonel

AVilliam Byrd was also sent over l)v the colony in 1719, to re})resent

its grievances, but being unsuccessful in his embassy, he begged the

board of trade “to recommend forgiveness and moderation to both par-

ties.” A more harmonious season ensued, and the Governor, Council
and the Assembly concurred in measures for the public welfare and pros-

perity.

The pirates who infested the coast were subdued, and the frontiers

were extended to the foot of the Blue Ridge mountains, a ])assage

across which had been discovered by an expedition made under the

leadership of 8})otswood in 1716, and coni])oscd of some of the hrst

gentlemen in the Colony. Cpon its return, the governor presented each
of his companions with a golden horseshoe (some of which are said to

have been covered with valuable stones, resembling heads of nails),

bearing the inscri})tion : ‘^Sic juvat trauscenden' mo)iiesd^ In the year

1720, two new counties, Spotsylvania and Brunswick, were established.

Spotswood urged upon the British Government the policy of estaldishing

a chain of posts beyond the Alh'ghanies, from the lakes to the Missis-

sij>pi, to restrain the encroaclinumts of the hhvnch. His wise recom-
mendation was at iirst unheeded, and it was not until after the treaty of

Aix-la-Chaj)elle that it was adopted. He was the author of an act for
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improving the staple of tobacco, and making tobacco notes the medium
of circulation. Being a master of the military art, he kept the militia

under admirable discipline. He -was a proficient in mathemati<‘s
;

luiill

the octagon magazine at Williamsburg (still standing;, rebuilt ^V^ilham

and Mary College (Avliich had been burnt) and made nn})rovements in

the governor’s house (then called palace) and gardens, lie was an ex-

cellent judge on the bench. At his instance a grant of £1,000 was
made by the governors and visitors of the college, in 1718, and a fund
established for instructing Indian children in Christianity, and lie

erected a school for that purpose on the southern frontier, at Fort

Christiana, established on the south side of the Meherrin river, in what
is now Southampton county. The Kev. Charles Griffin had charge of

the school in 1715, at which time there were seventy-seven Indian

children under instruction. Spotswood was styled the “ lldial (,'ain of

Virginia,” and he was, indeed, the iirst to establish a regular iron fur-

nace in North America, But, des])ite his momentous services to the Col-

ony, intrigue, as his friends urge, at length efieeted his removal as governor,

in September, 1722. His character and administration are thus warmly
eulogized by Chalmers: “There was a utility in his designs, a vigour in

his conduct, and an attachment to the true interest of the kingdom and
the colony, which merit the greatest praise. Had he attended more to

the courily maxim of Charles the Second, ‘to quarrel with no man,
however great might be the provocation, since he knew not how soon lie

should be obliged to act with him,’ that able officer might be recom-

mended as the model of a {)rovincial governor. The fabled heroes who
had discovered the uses of the anvil and the axe, who introduced the

labors of the jdow, with the arts of the fisher, have been ijiimortalized as

the greatest benefactors of mankind. Had Spotswood even invaded the

privileges, while he only mortified the pride of the Virginians, tliey ought
to have erected a statue to the memory of the ruler who gave
them the manufacture of iron and showed them by his active ex-

ample that it is diligence and attention which can alone make a

people great.” In the county of Spotsylvania, Spotswood had, about

the year 1716, founded on a horse-shoe peninsula of i'our hundred
acres, on the Rapid Anne, the little town of Germanna, so called

after the Germans sent over by Queen Anne, and settled in that

quarter, and at this place he resided after his retirement. A church
was built there, mainly at his expense. Posse.^sing an extensive tract

of forty-five thousand acres of land, which abounded in iron ore,

he engaged largely, in connection with Robert Cary of England, and
others in Virginia, in tlie iron manufacture. In tlie year 1730, he was
made dejiuty ]K)stmaster-general for the American Colonies, and held tlu'

office until 1730; and it was he who promoted Benjamin Franklin to the

office of postmaster for the province of Pennsylvania. He mar-
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rieJ, in 1724, Anne Butler, the daughter of Richard Brayne, Esq.,

W^estniinster, England. Slie dei'ived her middle name from James
Ihitler, Duke of Ormond, her godfather. Her portrait in this work is

from one in oil in the library of the State of Virginia, at Richmond,
and now first engraved. She had bsue: John, Robert, Anne Catharine

;!iid Dorothea. John Spotswood married, in 174eO, Mary, daugiiter of

William Dandridge, of tlie British navy, and their issue was two sons

;

< hmeral Alexander and Captain John Spotswood, of the Army of t!ie

lievolution, and two daughters, Mary and Anne. Robert, the younger
>011 of the governor, and an oftieer, under AVashingtou, in tlie French
and Indian war, was slain by the Indians. Anne Catharine, the elder

• laughter of Governor Sj)otswood, married Bernard Moore, Esq., of
“ Clielsea,” in the county of King William, Va. Dorothea, the younger
daughter, married Captain Nathaniel West Dandridge, of the British

navy, son of Captain AVilliam Dandridge, of Elson Green.
Promoted Major-General, and on the eve of embarking with troo|)S

destined for Carthagena, Spotswood died at Annapolis, ^Maryland, on the

Till of June, 1740. There is reason to believe that he lies buried at
“ Tenqile Farm,” his country residence near Yorktown, and which was

called from a sepulchral building erected by him in the garden there.

It was in the dwelling-house at “Temple lAirni ” (called the iMoon*

House) that Lord Cornwallis signed the articles of his capitulation. Tlu'

widow of Governor Spotswood surviving him, and continuing to reside

at Germanna, married, secondly, November 9, 1742, the Rev. John
riionipson of Cnlpc[)er County, a minister of the Episcopal Church, an<l

of exemplary character. The descendants of Governor Spotswood in

\ irginia are now represented, in addition to the family names already
yivcii, in those of Aylett, Braxton, Brooke, Berkeley, Ifiirwidl, Bassett,

<’hiswell. Carter, Campbell, Callaway, Cullen, Claiborne, Dandridge,
Dangerheld, Dabney, Fairfax, Fd)ntaine, Gaines, Gilliam, Ivenq), Kin-
I''ok, Lloyd, Lee, Leigh, Macon, Mason, Alanson, ^Marshall, i\Ieriwcth(!r,

McDonald, McCarty, Nelson, Parker. Page, Randol})h, Robinson, Small-
wuod, Skyring, Talaferro, Tenn)le, Thweatt, Taylor, Walker, Waller,
M ickham, Watkins, and others, scarce le.ss esteemed. The ])ortrait in

this work is from a contemporaneous portrait in oil, in the posse.ssion nf
the eminent scul])tor, Edward V. Valentine, Richmond, Va.

,
whose late

»->iimable wife was of the lineage of the Governor.

HUGH DRYSDALE.

Hugh Drysdale succeeded Spotswood as Lieutenant-Governor of Vir-
ginia, September 27, 1722. lie w:is a man of but mediocre capacity,
and his administration was not marked with any event of importance.
It may Ix^ noted, however, that to relieve the people of Virginia from a
J>’>li-tax, a duty was laid by the Ass(md)ly on the importation of liquors
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and slaves, but owing to the opposition of the African Company and in-

terested traders in England, the act was annulled by the Britisli Board

of Trade. Tims did Great Britain, and later the New England States,

foster the institution of slavery so long as the importation of slaves was

profitable to tliem, though the Southern Colonies re[)eatedly and ineliec-

tually enacted laws proliibiting further importation. Drysdale, dying

July 22, 1726, Colonel lvo])ert Charter, President of the Council, suc-

ceeded to the government of the Colony.

ROIiERT CARTER.

Robert Carter, born in 1667, was the son of Jf)hn Carter, an emigrant

from England, who settled in upper Norfolk County, which he repre-

sented in the House of Burgesses in 1642; later for a number of years

the representative of Lancaster County; Commander-in-chief of the

forces sent against the Rappahannock Indians, and who died in 1669.

Robert Carter was long the agent of Lord Fairfax, proprietor of the

Northern Neck grant, and by tlie extent of his landed possessions, thus

accpiired, obtained the sobri(|uet of “King Carter.”

He was speaker of the House of Burgesses for six years, treasurer of

the Colon;
,
for many years a member of the Council, and, as President

of that body, he was at the head of the government of Virginia from
the death of Governor Drysdale, July 22, 1726, until the arrival of

Governor William Gooch, October 13, 1727. Robert Carter built a fine

church on the site of one formerly built by his father, near his seat, “ Cor-

otoman,” on the Rappahannock River, in Lancaster County, and it is still

standing, in good preservation. Robert Carter, by Ids two wives, Judith
Armistead and a widow whose maiden name was Betty Landon, left

many children, who ai-e now re[)resented by a legion of names of the

most worthy people of Virginia. He died August 4, 1732, and lies

beneath a handsome tomb with a long and eulogistic Latin c})ita])h, near

the east end of Christ Church, before mentioned us having been built by
him.

SIR WILLIAM GOOCH.

William Gooch was born at Yarmouth, England, October 21, 1681.

He was an otliccr of superior military abilities, and had served under
Marlborough, and in the Revolution of 1715. He arrived in Vir-

ginia October 13, 1727, relieving President Robcud Carter in the gov-

ernment. The council, without authority, allowing Gooch tlm'c hundred
pounds out of the quit-rents in augmentation of his salary, he in

return resigned, in a great measure, the helm of government to

them, and so insinuating was he in his diplomacy and so facile in a(;com-
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modating himself doubly to the home authorities and to the people of

Virginia that he greatly endeared himself to them, and he is said to

liavc been the only Colonial Governor in America against whom there

was never any complaint, either from inhabitant or merchant abroad.

Owing partly to his address, and partly to a well-established revenue and
tlic enforcement of a rigid economy, the Colony enjoyed pros})eroiis

rrpose during his long administration. During the year 172»S, the bound-

arv line between Virginia and Aorth Carolina was run by Colonel

William Dyrd and Messrs. Fitzwilliam and Dandridge, Commissioiu i.-

in behalf of Virginia, and others on the part of North Carolina, and the

tracisaction is most entertainingly detailed in the “ Westover ]\bS8.”

i)f Colonel Byrd. In 1740, troops for the first time were transported

from the Colonies to cc-operate with the forces of tlie mother country in

ollensive war. An attack upon Carthagena being determined on, Gooch
raised four hundred men as the quota of Virginia, and the Assembiy
voted £5,000 for their support. IMajor-General Alexander Spotswood,
wlio liad been appointed to the command of the four battalions

raised in the Colonics, dying June 7, 1740, at Annapolis, on the eve of

endiarkation. Governor Gooch assumed tlie command of the expedition.

During his absence the government of Virginia devolved on Commis-
sary James Blair, President of the Council. During the administration
of Gooch, the settlement of the fertile valley of Virginia was eftected,

first in 1734, twelve miles from the present town of Woodstock. In
May, 1746, the Assembly appropriated £4,000 to the raising of Vir-
ginia’s quota of troops for the invasion of Canada. They sailed from
Hampton in June; the expedition, however, proved abortive. Gov-
ernor Gooch, who had been appointed Commander, but declined, was
created a Baronet during the year, and in 1747 was made a iMajor (Pm-
eral. He returned to England in 1740, leaving John Robinson, Presi-

dent of the Council, as the Acting Governor of the Colony. 8ir William
Gooch died December 17, 1751. The press in 1878 chronicled the iin-

happy estrangement of his descendant. Sir Thomas Gooch, the eighth
baronet, from ids childless wife. Lady Anne (Sutherland), because of an
attenq)t to deceive him with a spurious heir. Broken in spirit and
lu'alth, the sorrowful wife, in her death the following year, expiated her
oUcnsc.

It may be of interest to note that another of the lineage of Governor
Gooch, and bearing the .'same Christian name, preceded him as a residcait

<4 the Colony. At “ Temple Farm,” a seat of Grovernor Spotswood,
lu-ar Yorktown, Va., within the structure known as the “Tem])le” is the
tmnb of l\rajor William Goo(4i (who dii'd October 21), 1655, aged twenty-
nine

), l)caring the arms of Gooch of Norfolk (of which family was I he
Governor) as follows : Paly of right ar. and sa. a chev. of the first betw.
three dogs of the second spotted of the field. Crest—A greyhound
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passant ar. spotted sa. and collared of tlie last. This William Goocli

was a Burgess from York County, in 1654, and it is claimed there are

those of the name, of his lineage in Virginia now.

COMMrSSARY JAMES BLAIR.

James Blair, D.D., was born in Scotland about the year 1655. Hav-
ing graduated Irorn the University of Edinburgh, he was a<lmitted to

orders in the Established Cliureh of England, and commenced his minis-

try in Scotland, but lindiiig Ids usefulness ol)structed by popular prejudice,

he went to London, and was sent by its bishop in 16cS5 as a ndssionary

to Virginia. He served here hrst as rector of Henrico parish for nine

years. His ability and great zeal displayed in furtherance of the cause
of religion, procured him, in 1689, the ap])ointment of Conmdssary of the

Bishop of London. He removed his residence to Jamestown to prose-

cute plans for the founding of an institution of h'arning in the Colony,

Meeting with much encouragement, he proceeded to England, where,

having secured a subscription of .62,500, he obtained from the King in

February, 1692, a charter for \VilIiam and 5Iary College, with a grant

of twenty thousand acres of land for its sup})ort. The King himself

subscribed £2,000 towards its building out of the quit-rents. Seymour,
the Attorney General of Great Britain, having received the royal com-
mands to prepare the charter of the college, remonstrated against the

liberality of the King, urging that the nation was engaged in an expen-
sive war; that the money was needed for better purposes, and that he
did not see the slightest occasion for a college in Virginia. Commissary
Blair, in rejJy, represented to him that its intention was to educate and
qualify young men to be ministers of the Gosjiel; and begged that the

Attorney-General would cemsider that the }K'ople of Virginia had souls

to be saved as well as the people of England. “Souls!” exclaimed
the imperious Seymour, “damn your souls!—make tobacco!” The
college was erected according to a design by Sir Christopher Wren, at

Williamsburg, in 1694, with five })rofessorships of Greek and Latin, the

mathematics, moral philoso})hv, and two of divinity, with Dr. Blair as

President, which })Osition he held during life. In 1710, Commissary
Blair became rector of Bruton Parish at ^Villiamsburg. He was long a

member of the Council, and, as the President of this body, was tin* Acting
Governor of Virginia during the absence of Governor Gooch in com-
mand of the Carthagena expedition from dune 1740 to July 25, 1741,

and perhaps later. Commissary Blair in 1727 assist('d John Hartwell
and Edward Chilton in conq>iling “ The State of His Majesty’s Colony
in Virginia,” and one hundred aiul seventeen of his “Sermons and Dis-

courses” expository of the Sermon on the Mount, were ])ublished in four

volumes 8vo at London in 1742. He died August o, 1743, aged 88,
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and was buried at Jamestown, where his tomb with a long epitaph in

Latin was still standing, tliough in a damaged condition, just prior to our

late war. By his will Commissary Blair bequeathed ids library and
JCoOO to William and Mary College.

THE EARL OF ALBERMARLE.

Williiim Anne Keppel, second Earl of Albermarle, was born at White-

liall in 1702, and received his second Christian name from Her Majesty

Queen Anne, who in person and as sponsor graced his baptism. He
succeeded George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney, as the Governor-in-chief

of Virginia, after the death of the latter, September 6, 1737. Appointed
.•Vugust 25, 1717, by George T. a captain in the British army, he was con-

tinuously promoted, and on February 20, 1743, was made a Lieutenant-

General, and distinguished himself June 2d in that year at the battle

of Dettingen in the Netherlands. In 1744 he made the campaign
with Marshall Wade, and in 1745, under the Duke of Cumberland, at

the battle of Fontenoy, he was w^ounded. On April IG, 1746, he com-
manded the right wing at the battle of Culloden, and succeeded to the

command in chief, as General, August 23d. Distinguished himself July

2, 1747, at the battle of Vail; was embassador to hVance in 1748 ; was
created a Knight of the Garter, July 12, 1750; was made a member
of the Privy Council, July 12, 1751, and on March 30, 1752, one of the

Lords Justices during the absence of the King in his German dominions.
He married, in 1722, Anne, daughter of Charles, first Duke of Kich-
moiid, and wdio was one of the ladies of the bed-chamber of Queen Car-
oline. The issue of this marriage was eight sons and seven daughters,
i he portrait of Lord Albermarle, wdth those of Sir Cliarles Wager

;

Charles IMontague, first Earl of Halifax
;
Colonel Daniel Parke, Gov-

ernor of the Leeward Islands, \vhose daughter Lucy wais the wufe of the
socond Colonel William Byrd: the third Earl of Orrery; the Earl of
Egremont

;
the second Duke of Argyll; Peggy Blount, the favorite of the

l>(>et Alexander Pope; Sir Robert \Valpole, Lady Betty Cromwell, Sir
V ilfrod Law'son, Sir Robert Southw'ell, and others of colonial distinc-

tion, wdth those of the second William Byrd, and of members of his

family, from a gallery formerly at “ Westover,” are now’ preserved at
the hospitable scat of the Harrison family, “ Lower Brandon,” on James
River. Lord Abermarlc died at Paris, December 22, 1754, and was
succeeded in the title by his eldest son George, the third Earl. Admiral
Augustus Keppel, of the British Navy, was his second son. The name of
Lord Albermarle is commemorated in a sound on the coast of North Car-
olina and in a county in Virginia.
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JOHN ROBINSON.

The ancestor of the distinguished family Robinson in Virginia, was
Christopher Robinson, of Cleasby, in Yorkshire, England, who settled

about the year 1666, at “ Hewick,” near Urbanna, in i\Iiddlcsex County.
He was the brother (jf the Right Reverend Jolin Robinson (born IGoi).

died 1722), a distinguished prelate and statesman, who was Bishop of

London as well as embassador for many years to Bweden, and who
represented England as First Plenipotentiary at the Congress of Utreclit

in 1712.

Christopher Robinson was born in 1645; married, first, Agatha Ber-

tram, secondly, Catharine, daughter of Theodore Hone, and widow of

Robert Beyerley, of Virginia. Jolm Robinson, their second son, was born

ill 1683. As President of the Council, he was Acting Governor of Vir-

ginia from June 20th to his death in September, 1749. He married,

first Catherine, daughter of Robert Beverley, and, secondly, iMrs. iMai-y

Welsh, of Essex County, Va. His descendants through intermarriage

have been connected with nearly all of the old Virginia families, ami
the name Robinson itself has had many worthy and valued representa-

tives in the annals of tlie Colony and State.

THOMAS LEE.

Thomas Lee, the fourth son of Richard and Lcttice (Corbin) Lee,

and descended in the third generation from Richard Lee, who emigrated
from Shropshire, England, and settled in Westmon'land county, Virginiii,

in 1641, was born about the year 1680. He married in 1721, Hannah,
daughter of Pliilip Ludwell, and granddaughter of Lady BerkeK-y

(widow of Sir William), v:ho married, thirdly, in 1680, Philip Ludwell.

Thomas Lee was long a member of the House of Burgesses and of tlie

Council, and as President of that body after the death of Jolin Robin-

son, became the Acting Governor of Virginia, and but for his death,

which occurred in the early part of 1751, it was ])resumed, from the in-

fluence of his connections in England, that he would have received the

appointment of Deputy or Lieutemint-Govcruor, for which, it is said, a

commission had been executed. He had been also the recipient of royal

bounty, it is said, iijmii the destriu'tion of his residence by lire, being

then aided from tlie privy purse of C^ueen Caroline towards the building

of the famous “ Stratford ” mansion.

He was a member of tlie historical Ohio Com});iny, and was a man
of great enterprise and sagacity. Rarely lias a sire been so distinguished

in his offspring as was Thomas la-e, the lather of six sons, sevenilly

eminent among the lustrous patriots of the Revolution. The names of

Philip Ludwell and Thomas Ludwell Lee are indelibly (mgraveii on the

pages of the history of Virginia, whilst the fame of Richard Henry and
of Francis Lightfoot Lee (signers of the iustrument of American Free-
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CAPT. GEORGE PERCY,

Treasurer of the Colony of Virginia, and
Governor in 1G09.

From the original at Syon House, England, seat of

the Earl of Northumberland.
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dom) and of William and Arthur Lee, is food for national pride. The
grand hero, Kobert Edward Lee, was a descendant in the third genera-

tion of Henry Lee, the brother of Governor Thomas Lee.

LEWIS BURWELL.

The Burwell family is “of very ancient date upon the borders of

England and Scotland.” It was settled at Berwick-upon-Tweed as early as

the year 1250. The names Minion Burrell and William Burrell apj)ear

in the list of adventurers for Virginia. The ancestor of the family in the

Colony was iMajor Lewis Burwell, who settled on Carter’s Creek, in

Gloucester County, in 1640. In 1646 he was a member of the deputa-

tion sent to invite Charles the Seeond to come to Virginia as its King.

He married Lucy, daughter of the “valiant Captain Kobert Jligeinson,

one of the first commanders who subdued the country of \drginia from
the power of the lieatlien.” Of the issue of this marriage, Major
Nathaniel Burwell, the fourth son, born about 1680, married Elizabeth,

eldest daughter of “ King” Kobert Carter, who, after his death in 1721,

married Dr. George Nicholas, and was the mother of Kobert Carter

Nicholas, long the Treasurer of Virginia. The eldest son of ^lajor

Nathaniel and Elizabeth (Carter) Burwell, Lewis Burwell, known by
the name of his seat, as of “ The Grove,” fdoiicester County, was liorii

about the year 1710. He matriculated at Cains College, Cambridge,
England, in 1731, and Avas a man of genius and learning. He married
in October, 1736, IMary, daughter of Colonel Francis and Ann Willis.

He was a Burgess from Gloucester County as early ns 1736, a little

later became a member of the Council, and as the President of that body,

after the death of Thomas Lee, was, on February 12, 1751, acting Gov-
ernor of A’^irginia. He Avas relieved by the arriA'al of Lieutenant-GoA'er-

nor Robert Dinwiddie, November 20, 1751, and died in 1752.

ROBERT DINWIDDIE.

The period of the accession of Kobert Dimviddie as the executive of

the Colony of Virginia, Avas one of anxiety and momentous ]>resage in

its history, and the dignity of Lieutenant-Governor at this critical exi-

gency was conferred on him in royal recognition of the singular ability,

zeal and fidelity exhibited by him in previous positions of governmental
trust. The Dimviddie is an ancient (Scotch family of historic mention.

On the “ Ragman’s Roll,” A. I). 1296, appears the name of Alleyn
Dimvitliie, the progenitor, it is said, of the IMiiAviddies who were long

seated as chief })i*oprietors on lands called after them, in the parish of

Applegarth, Annamlale, Dumfries-shire. The imnu'diate ancestors of

Governor Dinwiddie were denizens of Glasgow, and had beeai, for some
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ironcrations probably, merchants in honorable esteem, as was liis father,

Knl)ert Diinviddie. His mother was of an old Glasgow family of the

-anie calling. She Avas Sarah, the daughter of Matthew Gumming, wlio

v\as Baillie of the city in 1691, 1696 and 1699. The son, Robert Din-

widdie, was born in 1693, at Germiston, his father’s seat.

lie tvas disciplined in the counting house, and was })robnbly for a time

a merchant in Glasgow. He was appointed, Deceml)cr 1, 1727, a col-

lector of the customs in the Island of Bermuda, which position he held

under successive commissions, until April 11, 1738, iv'heii, in acknowl-
idgmeiit of his vigilance and zeal in the discharge of official duty,

in the detecting and exposing a long practiced system of fraud in the

cnllection of tlie customs of the West India Islands, he received the ap-

pointment of “ Surveyor General of the customs of the Southern ports

of the Continent of America.”
He was named, as his predecessor had been, a member of the respect-

ive Councils of the American Colonies. This mandate was recognized by
Governor Gooch, of Virginia (in which colony Dinwiddie appears to

have fixed his chief residence), but was resisted by the Councillors, who,
jealous of interference with their prerogatives, refused to allow him to sit

vith them, and transmitted a remonstrance to the King for his exclusion,

fhe controversy was decided by tb.e Board of Trade in iMay, 1742, ad-
vising that the royal purpose should be enforced, in opposition to claims

dangerous because they were nctv. Dinwiddie was specially commis-
•ioned, August 17, 1743, with the designation of “Inspector General,’'

t<» examine into the duties of the Collector of Customs of the Island of
Baibadoes, and, in the discharge of this trust, exposed to the English
Government an enormous defalcation in the revenues there. In 1749,
li<‘ appears to have resided in London as a merchant, engaged in trade
vdlh the colonies. He was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia,
duly 20, 1751, and with his wife Kebecca (nee Aflleck) and two
'laughters, Elizabeth and Kebecca, arrived in the Colony November 20th
t-'llowing. He was warmly welcomed with expressions of respect and
tvgard, but in a little while gave offence by declaring the dissent of the
King to certain acts wduch his more insinuating piedccessor, Gooch, had
approved. Governor Dinwiddie finding that the regulations governing
the jiatenting of lands were but little regarded, and that a practice had
Lag prevailed of securing the possession and use of lands by warrants of

"urvey without the entering of ])atents, by which more than a million
»4 acres of land were un patented, ami the royal re-venue from the ([uit-

ryiits of two-shillings annual tax upon every fifty acres, seriously de-
Irauded—with the advice of the Council, in an endeavor to correct the
abu>e, and by tiie exaction (d' a fee of a ])istole (about $3.60 in value)
'n every jKitent issued, incurred }X't grcaiter animosity. The House of
Burgesses unavailingly remonstrated against this exercise of the royal pre-

,
r<*gaiive, and, in 1754, sent Peyton Kandolph (then Attorney-General

I
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of the Colony and ultimately distinguished as the first President of the

Continental Congress) to England, as its agent, with a salary of £2500,

and bearing a petition to the King for relief from the fee. The decision

of the Board ot Trade was virtually in favor of Governor Dinwiddie,

though their instructions were at first singularly indefinite. This difier-

ence, when harmony in Council and concert in action were so essential,

was unfortunate. The aggrandizing policy in North America of the

French—who asserted their claim to the whole Mississipj)! Valley, in

virtue of primal rights of discovery and occupation under the explora-

tions of Marquette, La Salle, and others—was a constant menace to

English colonization. In every treaty between the two com])eting

powers, the territorial limits of France had been left undecided. To
that fatal treaty between Charles I. and Louis Xlll., by which “was
restored to France, absolutely and without demarcation of limits, all the

places posses.sed by the English, in New F ranee, Lacaidie and Canada,
particularly Port Royal, Quebec and Cape Br(‘ton,” holds McPlier.son,

may be ascribed the subsequent troubles with France. From 1590, the

colonies from New Hampshire to Georgia were engaged in almost unre-

mitting hostilities with the .savages on their borders, instigated by the

French in the North and the S[)aniards in the South. The intent of the

French to link their ])osse.ssions in Louisiana and on the St. Lawrence
by a chain of forts on the Ohio, was manifest. Governor Dinwiddie,

viewing with alarm their encroachments, at the close of October, 1755,

di.s})atched INIajor George Washington, then only twenty-one years of

age, to M. Le Gardeur de St. Pierre, the Commandant of the fort on

the Ohio, to demand by whose authority an armed force had crossed the

lakes, and to urge a speedy and ])eaceable departure. The mission, ac-

complished under many hardships, was inefiectual, and Governor Din-
wdddie immediately instituted the most energetic and widesj)read efibrts

for defense. His vigilance, zeal and activity were signal. Though suf-

fering from the debilitating elfects of a stroke of paralysis, his personal

activity for the })ublic good would have been creditable to one of physi-

cal capacity the most favored. He promptly reported the impending
danger to the English government, and to the Executives of the several

Colonies, urging immediate and elfectual measures of resistance, and
praying their assistance. He had but meager response in America, but
in tiie cour.se of the year 1754 was aided with a grant of £20,000, arms
and ordnance stores from Groat Britain. The money was ordered to be

reimbur.sed from the ('xport duty of two shillings per hogshead on
tobacco. The Eiiglish Ministry perceiving, from the unfortunate events
of 1754, tliat expedients weie fruitless, and that no ellective conjoined
action of the American Colonies could be hoped for, determined on an
otlensive policy 1)V sea and land, and early in 1755, Admirals Boscawen
and Mostyn weie sent with a })owerl’ul lleet into the North American
.seas, to intercept the reinforcements of France; and General Braddock,
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with the appointment of Commander-in-chief, was sent to Virginia with

two regiments from the regular army. This last was a succor which had
heen persistently solicited by Governor Dinwiddle, but which now, un-

fortunately, availed not. However, the disastrous defeat of Braddock
inspired the colonists with such alarm that their reviving martial spirit

found expression in the organization of com])anies for defense. Their

ardor was stimulated from the pulpit, and several of such stirring ap-

peals from the eloquent Samuel Davies, “ the father of the Presbyterian

Church in Virginia,” are incorporated in his published sermons. The
Assembly voted £40,000 for the service, and the Virginia regiment was
enlarged to sixteen companies, and the command given to Washington,
lie had scarcely cora})leted a tour of inspection of the mountain outposts

before he was called to arrest the horrors of a savage invasion of the

frontiers of Augusta County. The terror inspired by the atrocities com-
mitted, influenced the Asscjiibly, in 175G, to direct the building of a line

of forts from the Potomac River through the Alleghany Mountains to

the borders of North Carolina. The construction of these, with the con-

stantly demanded service of the Virginia troops in the protection of the

frontiers from the Indians, debarred them for a time from participation

in the campaigns in the North against the French, and the futile expedi-
tion under Major Andrew Lewis against the Indian tovms on the west of

the Ohio, known as tlie Sandy Creek expedition, was the most pretentious

otlensive operation of the Colony during the year. Among the oflicers

in this expedition were Captains Peter Hog, William Preston, John
Smith, Archibald Alexander, Obadiah Woodson, Janies Overton, and
David Stewart, Commissary. It was accomjianied by a party of friendly

Cherokees under Captain Richard Pearis.

The Earl of Loudon arrived in America in July, with the appointment
of Governor of Virginia, and a commission as Commander-in-chief of
the British forces in America, but he was never in the Colony, and Din-
widdle continued in tlie control of its allairs. He appears to have .so

met the varied and onerous duties of his trust as to have commanded
re[)catedly the thankful commendation of the colonial clergy and As-
s(‘mbly, and of the English ^Ministry.

The year 1757 was as uneventful in Virginia as its predecessor had
I'cen, and at its close. Governor Dinwiddle, worn out with fatigue, was
at his own request relieved from his arduous station. He sailed for

England in January, 1758, after receiving voted testimonials of the
I'cgard of the Council and of tlie municipal authorities of Williamsburg,
the scat of government. By the Council, also, he was charged with the
ilelivery to the great Pitt, then at the head of the English iNIiiiistry,

'd an adilress of thanks for his generous course towards the colonies, and
with the negotiation of some important interests of Virginia.
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The administration of Governor Dinwiddie had been a peculiarly

trying one. His disputes with the Assembly, and his difficulties with

Washington, have, through the prejudicial representations of some
writers, left an unpleasant impression on the American .mind, which has

been allowed to veil virtues which would otherwise have coinmanded
undivided esteem and regard. An attempt has been made to stigmatize

his memory with the crime of dishonesty in the charge of misappropria-

tion to his own use of funds intrusted to him for the ])ublic service—

a

calumny which rests alone upon tlie unsupported allegations of his

enemies. In all public expenditures he appears to have acted in con-

junction with, and by authority of, a committee ap])ointed by the

colonial Council, and his rc])orts of the dis})Osition of tiie funds received

from England Avere systematically regular. It should not b<‘ forgotten

that the government of Virginia Avas beslOAAed on him as the meed of

singular integrity and vigilance in previou-s stations; that he was the

Avarm friend of religion, and, Avithal, entirely tolerant of all mere differ-

ences of creed
;
that he sought the enforcement of morality, and Avas the

patron of knoAvledge and of education. The library of the ancient seat of

learning, William and Mary College, until its destruetioii by tire, during

our late internecine Avar, preserved many tokens of his gencrf)sity, each
marked Avith his armorial book-plate. Another memorial still exists in

Virginia—the sih^er mace presented by him to the corporation of Nor-
folk ill 1754, an engraving of Avhich is presented in this work. The
faithful services of Governor Dimviddie appear to have been duly recog-

nized in Great Britain
;
and Chalmers, the authoritative coloidal annalist,

Avarmly and repeatedly commends his “vigilant” and “able” adminis-

tration ill Virginia. James Abercromby, the agent of the Colony in

Virginia, Avhose letter-books are in the })ossession of the present Avriter, in a

letter dated London, iMarch G, 175S, to Kichard Corbin, Keceiver-General
of the Colony, a member of the(7)uncil, and the friend and patron of

Washington, says, “ Your good o.])inion of your late Governor is fully

confirmed by the kind reception he has met Avith from the Ministry.” Ho
makes use of similar expressions also to John Blair, President of the

Council, and Avho Avas the Acting Governor of the Colony until the ar-

rival, on the 7th of June, 1758, of Governor Faiupiier.

Abercromby also makes frequent later acknowledgments of essential

aid receiA'ed by him from Governor DiiiAviddie, in his solicitations of the
English Ministry in behalf of the Colony. These servicivs, and many
others for his personal friends in Virginia, Avere continuously i-endercd bv
the amiable and benevolent old man Avhen his inlirmities luui Ix'come such
that all ])hysical exertions Avere painful. He died at Clifton, Bristol,

Avhither he had gone for the benelit of the baths, July 27, 1770, and
Avas interred in the parish church there Avith much “ pomp and circum-
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stance.” The curious hill of his funeral expenses is given in the Dinn'id-

lUr Papers, Vol. L, published by the Virginia Historical Society. The
honoral)le and stainless record of Governor Dinwiddie was publicly

attested.

John Dinwiddie, a brother of the Governor, a merchant on the Rap-
pahannock River, married a granddaughter of George iMason, and a

sister, Mary, the Rev. Andrew Stuart, of Pennsylvania. Their descend-

ants in the honored names of Fowke, Phillips, Joimstoii, Ficklen,

Mason, Peyton, Stuart and others, are quite numerous in the United

States. To the campaign of 1758, under Forbes, Virginia contributed

2,000 men, in two regiments, with AVashington in chief command as

C’olonel of the first, and AVm. Byrd (the third of tlie name in lineal

succession in Virginia) of the second. These troops nobly sustained the

rt'putation which they had valoronsly earned in the ill-fated expedition

of Braddock, and it was largely due to their bravery, admits Chalmers,
tliat the French were driven from Fort Duquesne, which was taken pos-

session of November 25th, repaired, and re-named Fort Pitt, in compli-

ment to the Prime Minister.

In a jireliminary engagement with the French of a reconnoitering jiarty

under Major Grant, a detachment of one hundred and sixty-two Vir-

Lonians, in command of Alajor Andrew Lewis, gallantly participated.

Of their number, sixty-two were killed and two wouiuh'd
;
and of the

eight officers present, five were slain, a sixth wounded and the seventh

captured. Captain Thomas Bullitt, the remaining officer (Major Grant,
the commanding officer, having fallen into the hands of the enemy),
with fifty Virginians, defended the Iniggage with gieat valor, and was
instrumental in saving the remnant of the force. The war was jirose-

cuted at the North with vigor, and in the succeeding summer of 1750,
Niagara and Crown Point fell into tlie possession of the British crown,
and on the 18th of Se])tembcr, Quebec surrendered to the gallant Wolfe,
'fhe treaty of Fontainebleau, in November, 1702, ])ut an end to the war
(which it is estimated had cost the British eni])ire the loss of the lives of

more than twenty thousand adults), and the English were supreme in

North America.

THE EARL OF LOUDON.

Jolin Campbell, son of Hugh, Earl of Loudon, was born in 1705, and
succeeded his father in the title in November, 1781. In July, 175(),

he arrived in New York with the a])])ointment of Governor-in-chief nt

\ irginia, and also with the commission of Commander-in-chief of llu'

Pritish forces in America, but, j)roving inefficient, returned to Eng-
land in 1757. He was made Li(‘utenant-General in 1758, and Gc'iiertd

in 1770. He died April 27, 1782. He was succeeded by Norborne
Perkeley, Baron de Botetourt, as Governor of Virginia, in 17C8.
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JOHN BLAIR.

John Blair, the son of Dr. Archibald Blair, and a nephew of Rev.

James Blair, D.D., President of Wdlliam and Mary College, was born

at Willuimsbiirg, Va., in 1689. He was a member of the House of

Burgesses from James City County as early as 1736, and a little later

became a member of the Council, of which as President he was Acting
Governor of Virginia from the departure of Lieutenant-Governor Robert
Dinwiddie for England, in January, 1758, until the arrival on June
7th following of Lieutenant-Governor Francis Fauquier, and again from
the death of the latter, March 3, 1768, until October following, when
he was relieved by Lord Botetourt. During the trying period of the

incumbency of President Blair, his ability, vigilance and discretion were
signally disjJayed in protecting the frontier of the colony from Indian

invasion. He served for some years from 1752 as Deputy Auditor of

the Colony, and from 1758 to 1761, was a visitor of William and Mary
College. From a MS. diary kept by him and now in the collections

of the Virginia Historical Society, it is manifest that his life tvas one of

manifold usefulness. An extract regarding the rebuilding of the Caj>itol

at Williamsburg, which was built in 1699, and destroyed by hre in 1746,

is of interest. President Blair records, December 12, 1752: “Tliis

afternoon I laid the last top brick on the capitol wall, and so it is now
ready to receive the roof; and some of the wall plates were raised and
laid on this day. I had laid a foundation brick at the first building of

the capitol about fifty years ago, and another foundation brick in April

last.” President Blair died November 5, 1771. His sister Harrison was
the third wife of Dr. George Gilmer of Williamsburg, a skilled

physician and the ancestor of the distinguislied Gilmer family of Vir-

ginia. One son of President Blair, Archibald Blair, was the Secretary

of the Patriot Convention of 1776, and another, John Blair, was nation-

ally distinguished. The last, born in 1732, after graduating from Vdlliam
and Mary College, studied law at the Temple, London, being here a

protege of Governor Dinwiddie. Returning to Williamsburg, he rose to

the first rank as a lawyer and enjoyed a lucrative practice, and was
prominent in public affairs. He was a member of the House of Bur-
gesses as early as 1765, and on the dissolution of that body in 1769, he,

with Washington and other patriots, met at the Raleigh tavern, Wil-
liamsburg, and drafted the non-importation agreement. He was one of the

committee which in June, 1776, drew up the plan for the government of
the State; was a member of the Council in 1779, was made chief justice

of the general court, and upon the death of Robert Carter Nicholas in

1780, he was appointed a judge of the high Court of Chancery
; and by

virtue of both stations, was a judge of the first Court of Appeals of the
State.
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Two Views of Drinking Cup made from the bowl of the Silver Mace of the

Speaker of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, before the Revolution.

(Original in the Cabinet of the Virginia Historical Society.)
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Upon the formation of the Graml Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Virginia, Judge Blair was elected, October 13, 1778, the first

Grand Master of the State. In 1787, lie was a member of the conven-

tion which framed the Federal Constitution, and in 1788, was a member
of that which ratified it. In 1789, he was appointed by Washington a

Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States, but resigned the

office ill 1796. He died at Williamsburg, August 31, 1800.

FRANCIS FAUQUIER.

Francis Fauquier, born in 1703, was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of

Virginia to succeed Dinwiddie, February 10, 1758, and arrived in ilie

Colony oil June 7th following. He was generous and elegant in Ids

manners nnd an accomplished scholar, but brought with him the frivol-

ous tastes and dissipated habits of a man of fashion
;
he was addicted to

gaming and by his example dilfused in the Colony a passion for gaming.
Notwithstanding these charged frailties, he was, in the opinion of Mr.
Jefferson, the ablest of the Governors of Virgni-a. It is noteworthy that

the odious and portentous stamp act was attempted to be eutbreed

during his a<lministratiou, a measure which had the happy effect of en-

couraging domestic manufactures in Virginia and of inducing an ab-

stinence from luxuries. Governor Fauquier died March 3, 1768, and
until the arrival of Botetourt in October following, tlie government
devolved on John Blair, President of the Council. Fauquier was the

author of a pamphlet: “ liaising Money for the Support of the Vfar,”

8vo, published at London in 1757. Fauquier County, Va., was named
in his honor.

SIR JEFFREY AMHERST.

Sir Jeffrey Amherst was born in Kent, England, January 29, 1717.

He was page to the Duke of Dorset while Lord Lieutenant of Ireland

;

became an ensign in the army iu 1731
;
was aide to Lord Ligonier at

Dottingen, Fontenoy, and Ivoncoux, and afterwards to the Duke of

Cumberland at Laffaldt. lie was made IMajor General iu 1756, and in

1758 was given the command of an expedition against Ijouisburg. Land-
ing there June 8th, a lodgment was ellected July 26, and the place sur-

rendered, as did also St. Johns and other French strongholds. He was
appointed Commauder-in-chii'f of the British army in America, Septem-
ber 30, 1758, and the surrender of (Quebec to Wolfe’s forces, and that
of Fort Niagara to Townsend and Johnson, was followed by that of
Crown Ikfuit, July 26th, and that of Ticondcroga, August 4, 1759, to

Amherst in person. Obtaining the naval supremacy on Lake Cham-
plain, Fort Nevis and Isle Aux Noix fell into his hands; and ISeptem-
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ber 8, 1760, Montreal and the whole of Canada became a British pos-

session. Amherst was rewarded with the tlianks of Parliament, with the

insignia of the Order of a Kniglit of Bath, and was made Governor-in-

chief of Virginia in 1763. When in 17()8it was desired by the jMinistry

that he should reside in the Colony, he resigned, and was succeeded in

July by Lord Botetourt. General Amherst was appointed Governor of

Guernsey in 1771; created a baron in 1776; was commander of the

British army from 1778 to 1795, and was made a Field IMarshal in July.

1796. He died August 3, 1797. His brother, William Amherst, v, a:

Ideutenant-General and Colonel of the 3‘2d Foot and Governor of ISt.

Johns, New Foundlaiid. He was aide-de-camp to Sir Jeffrey Andicrst

in America, and was at the capture of Ix)uisburg, He died iMay 13,

1781. Amherst County, Va., was named in honor of Sir Jellrey Amherst.

LORD BOTETOURT.

Norboriie Berkeley, Baron de Botetourt, son of John Symes Berke-
ley, was born in 1718. He was C'olonel of the North Gloucestershire

iMilitia in 1761; represented that shire in Parliament; and in 1764 was
raised to the peerage. He was the second of Lord Talbott in a duel

with John Wilkes in 1762, and was Constable of the Tower of

Lorn Ion in 1767. The acciession of Lord Botetourt to the vice-

royal government of Virginia, occurred at a pei iod rife with diseamtent

among the American Colonics, and pregnant with swiftly a})proaching

and momentous events. The brilliant Horace W^alj)ole, writing to Sir

Horace iMann, August 14, 1768, after alluding to tlie disquiet in Amer-
ica, says: “ Virgiida, though not the most mutinous, contains the l)est

hoads and the }n-inci])al It was thought lucessary that the
Governor should reside there. It was known that Sii* Jeffrey Amherst
w<juld not like that

;
he must besides have siq)erseded Gage. At the

same time. Lord Botetourt, a court favorite, yet ruined in fortune, was
thought of by Lord Hillsborough.”
To this bit of cabinet history, the relentless J nius personally adds

of Botetourt, “ Having ruined himself by gambling, he became a cring-

ing, bowing, fawning, sword-bearing courtier.” It would appear from
tlie subsequent career of this best beloved of our colonial viceroys thai

tlie character so })itilessly diawn by the stern censor was hardly merited.
He received the appointment of Governor (succeeding Sir Jetfrey Am-
herst) in July, 1768, though he did not arrive in the Colony untif some-
tinu^ in October following. A contemporary ])resents a foil to the
Venomously drawn picture of J nidus. Falmuud Bandolph, in a IMS.
history of Virginia, in the colh'ctions of the Virginia Historical Society,
>ays of laird Botetourt: “If trom birth and education he had not been
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a courtier, his dependence on the Crown for the revival of an extin-

guished title, must have generated habits to conciliate and please. He
came hither, not only with the grace of polished life, but also with the

predilections of the people, who w'ere proud in being no longer governed
by a deputy. His predecessors, Fauquier, Hinwiddie, Gooch, Spots-

wood, Nicholson and Hrysdale, had been the vehicles of sinecures to

some principals who never cast an eye or thought on Virginia. Through
Botetourt, the Colony was assured by the King, that as a mark of honor
to it, the residence of the chief Governor there should never be ilis-

pensed with in the future. Always accessible on business, adhering
without a single deviation to the resolution of sleeping every night in

the metropolis, atiable to the humblest visitor in social circles, easy

himself, and contributing to the ease of others, he was sincerely and uni-

versally beloved. In his public functions, his purity and punctuality

confirmed the attachment which his qualities as a gentleman had begun.
By his patronage, he inst>ired the youth of William and Mary with

ardour and emulation, and by his daily example in the observance of

religion, he acquired a kind of sacred ascendancy over the public

mind.”
Solicitous to serve the Virginians, Botetourt pledged his life and

fortune to extend the boundary of the Colony on the west to the Ten-
nessee Kiver, on the parallel of 36^ degrees. On the 11th of May, 1769,
when the Assembly was convened, the Governor, attended by a numer-
ous retinue of guards, rode from the palace to the capitol in a luxurious
state-coach drawn by six milk-white horses—a present from George
III.—and the insignia of royalty was displayed with unusual pomj). On
that day and the one following, he entertained fifty-two guests at dinner.

The Assembly, however, on the 16th instant following, venturing upon
the assertion of certain colonial prerogatives by the ]iassageof resolutions

against parliamentary taxation, and the sending of accused persons to

England for trial, was dissolved by him. But this exercise of arbitrary

power was speedily condoned by an action of cordial conciliation.

Botetourt, having received from the Earl of Hillsborough, Secretary of

State for the Colonies, assurance that it Avas not the intention of the

Ministry to propose any further taxes, and that they intended to advo-
cate a repeal of those already complained of, called the Assembly to-

gether, and communicated these assurances, })ledging himself to every
exertion in his power towards the redressing of tlie grievances of the
colonists, and the j)roinotion of every measure tending to their advance-
ment and })rosperity, whieli led to an interchange of cordial greeting be-

tween the colonial legislative bodies and the Governor, and the inaugura-
tion of that warm sentiment of esteem and affection already so gra])hically

portrayed. But the generous-minded Botetourt, soon finding that tlie prom-
ises lield out to him by the Ministry were utterly faithless, and indignant
at the deception prucliceil ujxm him, demanded his recall. Shortly after
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this, on October 15, 1770, he fell a victim to an attack of bilious fever.

He appears to have met death with the calm fortitude of the philosopher

and the confiding trust of the Christian. The pure-minded and dec})Iy

j)ious Robert Carter Nicholas, the Treasurer of the Colony, with whom
lie was on terms of the strictest friendship, having during one of his

visits to the Governor observed that he thought that the latter would be

v(‘ry unv.’illing to die, “ because,” as he said, “ you are so social in your
nature, and so much beloved, and you have so many good things about
you, that you must be loth to leave them,” his lordship made
at the time no reply; but a short time after, being on his death-bed, he

sent in haste for Colonel Nicholas, w'ho lived near the palace, and who
instantly repaired thither to receive the last sight of his dying friend.

On entering his chamber he asked his commands. “Nothing,” replied

his lordshij), “ but to let you see that 1 resign these good things which
you formerly spoke of with as much composure as I enjoyed them;” after

which he grasped his hand with warmth, and instantly expired. His
death was deeply lamented by the colony, and the funeral ceremonies
incident upon his burial were conducted with great state, the ostentation

exhibited being unprecedented in the country. A verification of the

display, being copies of bills presented against his estate (inclusive of
those for the funeral expenditures) lies before the writer.

The originals, lately in his possession, have been returned to their

owner. Miss Sarah Nicholas Randolph, of “ Edgehill,” Abermarie
County, Va., the great grand-daughter of Thomas Jefferson. The ex-

penses aggregate about £700 sterling, and the items are stated with great

minuteness. The remains appear to have been enclosed in three several

coffins—one of lead, furnished by one Joseph Kidd
;
an “ inside coffin,”

and one of black walnut, by one Joshua Kendall. The “ inside coffin”

was laid with “ Persian fully ornamented,” and the “ outside coffin,” cov-

ered with “ crimson velvet,” ornamented in the best manner. There
were “ eight silver handles and sixteen escutcheons for his lordship’s

coffin,” and “one large silver plate engraved, a lute-string shroud, mat-
tress, pillow and cap.” The church "was hung with black cloth, and it

and the hearse w'ere ornamented with “escutcheons.” “ Sixteen books of

silver leaf,” and “ one dozen books of Dutch metal,” also appear as

charges. Stafi’s were borne by, and cloaks furnished the mourners.
There were “streamers for the horses,” and an extensive list of articles

fur the costuming of the numerous attendants upon the obsequies.

The interment did not take place until the 20th of October, if it was
not later, as numerous items of the incidental expense were entered on
that date. The body was de})osited in one of the vaults beneath the
chapel of William and Mary College, and a beautiful marble statue of
Botetourt was erected at the expense of the Colony in 1774 in front of
the old Capitol. It now stands, much mutilated, in front of AVilliam
and Mary College, whither it was removed in 171)7.
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The pedestal is inscribed with a glowing tribute to the merits and
virtue of the beloved viceroy. In the parish church of Stoke Gifford,

Gloucestershire, England, a long monumental inscription also commemo-
rates his worth. Lord Botetourt gave to the College of William and
Mary a sum of money, the interest of which was suthcient to purchase

annually two gold medals—one to be given to the best classical scholar,

and the other to the best scholar in philosophy. This medal was an-

nually awarded until the Revolution. In Howe 8 Historical Collections

of Virginia, an account is given of the joyous and impressive recc}>tion

of Lord Botetourt by the colonists, together with an ode, recited and
sung with an accompaniment of music on the occasion.

On the evening of the 22d of February, 1876, there was held at the

theater in the city of Richmond, Va.
,
a ball, in coTiimernoration of the

the vice-regal court of Williamsburg, as it appeared during the govern-

ment of Lord Botetourt. The participants, in most instances the lineal

descendants of distinguished men and courtly dames who formed the

society of the colonial capital, Williamsburg, reproduced the attire of

that day in all of its original resplendance and impressive concomitants.

Many were the treasured memorials, transmitted heirlooms, jewels,

swords, fans, rich brocades and satins, and costly laces—which were

drawn forth from careful and jealous keeping for the occasion. The
stage of the tlieater was fitted up for the brilliant tableaux, the body of

the building being filled to overflowing with spectators. This memor-
able occasion was the accomplishment of a number of patriotic ladies

who desired to celebrate appropriately the birthday of Washington,
and at the same time earn money with which to improve the condition

of the Virginia room at Mount Vernon.
The name of Botetourt is commemorated in that of one the counties of

Virginia.

The portrait of the Governor given in this work is from a very rare

print, of which probably the copy in the collections of the Virginia His-

torical Society is the only one in xVmerica.

WILLIAM NELSON.

The progenitor of the Ntdson family in Virginia was Thomas (distin-

guished in the traditions of the family as “ Scotch Tom the son of

Hugh and Sarah Nelson, of Penrith, Cumberland County, England, wlio

was born February 20, 1077, and emigrated to the Colony in early man-
hood. He settled as an ini})orting merchant at Yorktown, tlien the (diief

seaport of Virginia. Here he died, October 7, 1745. He married
twice; first, Margaret Reed, and secondly, .Mrs. Francis Tiudu'r nee Cour-
teney. He had issue by his first wife, two sons and a daugiiter, and by
the last a daughter. Some notice of each of his sons may here be ap-



i wavyAVi

i nf; ktiT^fii <\i ^^iiiiv/oJj; r lUiv^ '»flT

Ji'ltilli! ^ ‘Jiii fj] //»vt?>f>(v 0 *{t 1o ‘Aljij tfv

'
i •,;H(i:<>’> iRjasiiHuiOJii i: Ju.i !.!(', t:C‘l .> 4 t)

i:;:i; ,ri/.iUiV' oil) vi G7 J^:^ I'-uid .dl’iuv/ -.iji >'3.tin

O'.R.i-:-.: I 'iJ Ann rl'jhfvf ‘io odj .vyao.'n, *io rnue n

,
1 jnyd yH.t ot Jigvi’jj yij < j yuo—eliihsif! blu^^ av/i

'(/{ >(:// 'ui']' .Yji(joaolfE{''f ri.f lK5 i\ tjdl <<l 'lodJo yilj” f)iu5

-^•a.V.'r A\.‘ > \ a' V:‘ V.5'A iiT ff •(tiiioYo/t oift iiinj; f»o{vift’;7X{ vlliJua

hni; j-;[joyo[ yilJ V* )(Wfy ar> to

i'iiR ! M/x'-r I ''5 drivx lo/b'n^ol ifuil *{d biotJ

fin 'jlunu ‘in In irs fUrr ymia

i;i; li*. {'lyd sky/ yjo/li ,<;5T8 { lo fYjft lo j:^[unoy$ adi (tO

),'i} ’h) -f sii ,IInd iJ ,.ijV Jmoinfhi}! ‘in oiit tu ’lotfiOfU

•.n V(';:; >dJ ;jnhurt l>..nKOqff« Ji b& ^^/sKdxiTSi.jMiV/ 3 <^ t^^^)0 'JKg^oi-eo^v adi

iK ^nii ‘K'lt . isom tfi 'nlT Irtovl ‘io .)a9/n

•>;f] od’w him noni hyrlsfij^nii-fiv 'io fcJfix;fjffaoaab

t * niijjK oib b'',i:)ul>niqo7 ,‘giiKl«auii(ifV/^ J/diq/io f;;!in>['/y off) ‘io YiyitK.>a

ovnOTnmi hoK o-Huil'fiykp.'n iKuj?sjio <sJi io il/i ai tinl}

.'^uinohiorf bjJJiinJiifmi ^alfjhnnvnn byiO-jiyiT odi yiov/ ynKl4

'ny// il-jiilv/*— vii'joo iffifi ,sniJf;>i 1 'Kk tbr. ,slao7/8

yiil' .(HK 7,,r/>‘>u ydj 'lui hnu ijjioi nwRjb
'to 700(1 "'-ij ,v.i}iY)[drJ )a/;iniid od:l ‘u'A <}'; f>otlrt srr.Y lytRxl/ rnh io o;;/].Js

'•lo/n-jm siilT /(iiv/ ^itr/zoli-j .>70 frjilil ^nbd ^xiibOod odt

'oibfif io Txlimja r ‘tq ifWffiibiRjato/^x; y.'il «a// irois/iiw 9 !<I«

,noti;:iiii-.K '.7 i(v y,tii>iiJifd odi oi /:*!(.!
‘.4 <j:> oj ho'iisol? odv/

o -I)il)ii.v) o-ii ovonf^a.: uj doiiiv/ dsiu yoiioin cHko oodi m/tirs odJ in Utut

.rioinio''/' ffiHol/. in inoq'r Kro’fsjil'/ odj^lio

iordUiEioo odj 0.00 ‘io jjjfi) ai hounoumunuyj h jojoioiotl io a/ORff oiiT
' 'y

o! i V107 1! (uoli ai i’lmr mb ni itovi^ ‘lomovoO odi lo limi'ioif odT
•.ill KriicriiV o.dt io faniioolioo^odi (d Y(joi) oili yldijdo'iq doi/iv/ ‘to .iijhq

.^oi'/yifui ni oiio \ino oils si yJoiooct lirjiioi

.y.oe^{R'^ KMUiw

-;i;ofOf{T auv/ idnig'fiV ni '^Uinfii luM^/Vi odJ io iniin''>^»0'iq odT
i • (To:, wii t

,('* moT tfotoo^7' :f!tnKi od^ in aM0(tffo:7l odi oi

oil v/ ,vifni<x) l)nK(*fO(irnifV) jdli'ffT'/l in jmd’*/. il/ri/iH IxiJi

-(!i:;a vi ico (li odj 0} boiiri^imo I^no .TTd! .0- v'fK indy'll ni*Kt skv/

ioIfi'> ^,d* ^ooilt ni*Yuj;lu>7?-|j{i!fKi(*n'oo 01; vjj Irylljoa oTi .Ikhj/I

i'oh'iKm n .(ibTI ,7 ixlul'/i Jvdl) od ‘riMll .Kj(ri!*-ifV 'to J'ji.'qcjii

TifCv) i^vi\ (o;rjfrt' ^>a/nH .H'l 14 iuTR I riLii t f:l^ yrn /fi

yd Ifiij: ,i '!j‘vjjid> /7b((Kanu> OY/J .dliv/ trni r!d y<i oo-.ai bed oil .ymoi
'tjK od ijtjA y u if uioa aid 'ii doiw 'io oolioo oimxi .Tjidj^ojjlj as i<3iii odJ

I



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 59

propriately given in virtue of their important association with the history

of Virginia and because the second has been conflicted in the minds of

some with Ins more eminent nephew of the same name. William Nelson,

the eldest son of the emigrant “ Scotch l\>m,'’ was born in 1711, and
died November 19, 1772. He followed in tlie respected career of his

father as a merchant, adding hugely by Ids honest gains to the ample
estate which he inherited. It is claimed in evidence of his enterprise

that he imported goods to supply the then incipient marts of Baltimore
and Philadelphia, as well as for Virginia consumption. He was long a

member of the Council of Virginia and often its presiding officer. Hence
the designation of President Nelson, by which he was commonly called.

On the death of Lord Botetourt, October 15, 1770, President Nelson, in

virtue of liis office, was invested with the Government of the Colony,
wldch lie administered until the arrival ol* the Earl of Hunmore, early in

1772. He married in February, 1737, Elizabeth, daughter of Nathaniel
and Elizabeth (Carter) Burwell, and had issue live sons and one
daughter. Three of these sons, one of whom was General Thomas
Nelson, Jr., distinguished themselves in the American Revolution. The
tombs of both, Thomas Nelson, the emigrant, and of his son President
William Nelson, with elaborately wrought marble slabs with the arms of
the family, are in the old church-yard at Yorktown. This epitaph of
the last is a glowing recitation of public service and personal worth :

[Nelson arms—Per pale, argent, and sable, a chevron between .3 fleur de lis coun-
ter-changed. Crest—a fleur de lis.]

Here lies the body of the

llONOUAHLE WILLIAM NELSON, ESQ.,

Late President of His Majesty’s (’ouncil in this Dominion, in whom the
love of man and the love of God so restrained and enforced each other
and so invigorated the mental powers in general as not only to

defend him from the vices and follies of his country, but also to

render it a matter of diflieult decision in what part of laud-

able conduct he most excelled: whether in the tender

and endearing accomplishments of domestic life, or in

the more active duties of a wider circuit, as a

neighbour, a gentleman, or a magistrate, whether in the graces of

hospitality or in the exercises of eliarity or of jnety.

Reader, if you feel the spirit i)f that excellent aidoiir, which
aspires to that felicity of conscious virtue, animated

by those consolations and divine admoni-
tions, j)crform the task and

expect the distinction of

the righteous man,

lie died the 19th of November, Anno Domini 1772,
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The second son of “ Scotch Tom,” the emigrant, Thomas Nelson, Jr.,

as he subscribed himself, was born in 1716, and died at Yorktowii in

1786. He occu})ied a seat in the Virginia Council for thirty years,
j

during which j)rotracted period he also acted as its Secretary. This was I

an office of important trust and of emolument, it being charged with the 1

preservation of the records of all public acts, and of the land office. I

Secretary Nelson, as he was known in virtue of his office, married I

Lucy, daughter of John and Martha (Burwell) Armstead, by whom he \

had issue ten children, among whom were three sons who served with
j

distinction in the army of the Revolution.
|

The noted Nelson House, which attracted so much attention in the Cen- !

tennial observances at Yorktown in 1881, is a large two-storied brick
j

structure with corners of liewn stone, built on the old English model,”
\

and stands on the main street of Yorktown, fronting the river. The
|

time of its erection, according to the gentle annalist Bishop IMeade, may
be fixed at 1712, since he narrates that “ the corner stone of it was laid

by old president Nelson (born 1711), when an infant, as it was designed

for him. He was held by his nurse, and the brick in his apron, was
passed through his little hand.” The good bishop whose ancestors were

among the occupants of its spacious halls, thus enthusiastically apos- ;

trophizes the old mansion : It was long the abode of love, friendship,
;

and hospitality.

Farewell, a prouder mansion I may see,

But much must meet in that which equals thee! ”

As one said of modern Italy, “ Our memory secs more than our eyes in

this place.” What Paulding said of Adrginia, may emphatically be said

of York ;

“ All hail, thou birthplace of the "lowing west

!

Thou scem’st like the ruined eagle’s nest.”

The Nelson mansion descended to the eldest son of President Nelson,

the glorious patriot. General Thomas Nelson, Jr., and was his residence

until the threatened dangers of the pros})ective siege of York proinjAed

the removal of his family to “Otthy,” in Hanover county. The head-

quarters of Lord C'ornwallis during the siege were first in the mansion
of Secretary Thomas Nelson, whitdi was destroyed by the fire of the

patriot Jinny. The Nelson iroiise, described, and still standing, was also

occupied by Corn wjillis or ])ortions of his stjiff subseipient to tlie destruc-

tion of’ the mansion of Secretiirv Nelson, and while thus the sludter

of the foe. General Nelson loftily exemplified his patriotism. Hav-
ing command of the first battery which o})cned upon Yorktown, he

I
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pointed the first gun against his own dwelling, and oficred to the gunner
a reward of five guineas for every Iwmbshell that should be fired into it.

The marks of their efiects are visible to tliis day.

Among the illustrations of our work is a delineation of the eoin-

memorative Yorktown monument })ro])osed to be ereeted by the nation.

LORD DUNMORE.

John Murray, fourth Earl of Dunmore, the last royal Governor of

the Colony of Virginia, was Itorn in 1782. He was desceinhul in the

female line from the royal house of Stuart, and succeeded to the

peerage in 175b. He was appointed Governor of Xew York in January,

1770, and of Virginia in July, 1771. He arrived in the Colony early

in 1772, and found that he had already incurred suspicion on account ol‘

the appointment of Captain Edward Foy as his clerk or }>rivate secretary,

with a salary of five hundred pounds, which was to he derived Jroiu

newly created fees to be exacted from the colonists. The Governor,

however, relinquished the objectionable fees, and thus conciliated so

cordial a feeling that the Assembly ex})rcssed their gratitude in terms

of warmth and affection. They also endeavored to [)ermanent}y honor

the family titles of Lord Dunmore and of his eldest son (deorgxg Lord
Fincastle, in creating from Frederick (.’ounty those of Lerkeh^y ami
Dunmore, and from Ihjtetourt that of Fincamtle, by acts ])asscd in

February, 1772, The Hood of j)atriotic resentment, incid(uit upon tluj

struggle for freedom, caused them subsecpiently, in October, 1776, to

obliterate Fincastle County, by dividing it into the counties of Kentucky,
Washington, and ^Montgomery, and to change, in October, 1777, the

name of Dunmore to “ Shanandoa,” now' rendered Shenandoah. Cap-
tain Peter Hog, a gallant soldier of the French and Indian Whir, an
intimate friend of Washington, was appointed Deputy Attoniey-Gcaiei’al

of Virginia for the county of Dunmore, by Lord Dunimnv, April 10,

1772. Captain Hog became distinguished in the })ractice of law, jind

his descendants in the name of lloge, Hogg, Hall, Llair, J>iackl(*v,

Ilaw'kins, ^McPherson, and others, are numerous in Virginia and AVest

Virginia, and are held in high social estimation. Fincastle, the countv-

seat of Botetourt, is said by Howe {Hlf^torind Cnllrdionii of F/rp/neg

p. 202) to have been named after the seat of Lord Botetourt in IFig-

land
;
but it is probable that it was a revival of the name of tlie obliterati

d

county.

The Assembly of FYbruary, 1772, passed also several ijuportant acts

for the promotion of internal improvtmumts, in making roads and
canals, and clearing the navigation of tlu' Potomac and Mata[>ony rivers.

The Assembly was })r-orogiu'd to the lOth of June. Dunmore, notwith-

standing his recent complaisance, evinced his regal proclivities and
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jealousy of popular assemblies; by proroguing the Virginia Burgesses

from time to time, until at last a forgery of the paper currency of the

Colony compelled him to call the Assembly together again by j^roclama-

tion, March 4, 1773. The political horizon of America was again dark-

ening by gathering clouds. A British armed revenue vessel having

been burned in Narragansett Bay, an act of I’arliament was passed,

making such otfenses punishable by death, and authorizing the accused

to be transported to England for trial. Virginia had already, in 1769,

remonstrated against this last measure. Patrick Henry, Jefierson,

Richard Henry Lee, Francis Lightfoot Lee, Dabney Carr, and others

were at this gloomy and threatening period in the habit of meeting
together in the evening in a private room in the old Raleigli Tavern,
to hold consultations on the slate of atfairs. In conformity with an
agreement entered into by them, Dabney Carr, the brother-in-laiv of

Jefierson, on the 12th of IMarch, moved a series of resolutions, recom-
mending a committee of correspondence, and instructing them to incjuire

in regard to the newly constituted court in Rhode Island. Richard
Henry Lee and Patrick Henry made speeches of memorable eloquence

on this occasion. Mr. Lee was the author of the plan of inter-colonial

committees of correspondence; and Virginia was the first Colony to

adopt it. The resolutions passed without opposition, and Dunmore
immediately dissolved the House of Burgesses. These resolutions

“struck a greater panic into the ministers” than anything that had
taken place since the passage of the Stamp Act. The Committee of

Correspondence appointed were Peyton Randolph, Robert Carter Nicholas,
Richard Bland, Richard Henry Lee, Benjamin Harrison, Edmund
Pendleton, Patrick Henry, Dudley Digges, Dabney Carr, Archibald
Cary, and Thomas Jefierson. On the day after the dissolution of the

Assembly, the Committee addressed a circular to the other American
Colonies.

In the Summer, Dunmore visited the frontiers of the Colony, on a
tour of observation. He remained sometime at Pittsburg, and endeavored,
with the aid of Dr. John Connolly, to extend the bounds of Virginia in

that quarter. Late in A})ril, 1774, the Countess of Dunmore and her
family, George, Lord Fincastle, the Honorables Alexander and John
Murray, and the Ladies Catharine, Augusta, and Susan iMurray, arrived
in Williamsburg, accompanied by Captain Eoyand his wife. A younger
daughter of Lord Dunmore, l)orn subsequently and during his residence
in the Colony, named Virginia, was formally adopted by the Asscunbly
as the daughter of the Dominion, with provision for her life su})port.

After the Revolution she reminded the State Assembly of its sj)on-

taneously assumed obligations, and later in life, in the present century,
she petitioned the Unitetl States Congress in mediation or by its own act
to secure to her some provision, being inlirm and in indigent circum-
etauces; but her prayers were unheeded. The visit to this country of
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the present representative of the earldom of Dunmore during the past

year is fresh in the memory of the ])ublic. The three sons of Lord
Dunmore were students in the College of William and Mary in 1774.

Captain Foy had served with distinction in the battle of Minden, and.

subsequently, as Governor of New Hain])shire. The arrival of the

family of Lord Dunmore was celel>rated with an illumination of tlie

city of Williamsburg, and the peojde with acclamations welcoineil

them to Virginia. When the Assembly met in May following, the

capital presented a scene of unwonted gayety, and a court-herald pub-

lished a code of etiquette for the regulation of the society of the vice-

regal court. At the beginning of the session, the Burgesses, in an

address, congratulated the Governor on the arrival- of his Lady, and
agreed to give a ball in her honor on tlie 27th of the month; but the

horizon was again suddenly overcast by intelligence of tlie act of Par-

liament shutting up the port of Boston. The Assembly made an

indignant protest against this act, and set apart the 1st of June, ap-

pointed for the closing of the port, as a day of fasting, prayer, and
humiliation, in which the divine interposition was to be inqdored to

protect the rights of the Colonies and avert the horrors of civil war,

and to unite the people of America in the common cause. On the

next day Dunmore dissolved the Assembly. The Burgesses repaired

immediately to the Kaleigh Tavern, and in the room called “the
Apollo” adopted resolutions against the use of tea and other East India

commodities, and recommended an annual conirress of representatives

of the Colonies. Notwithstanding the ominous as}>ect of atiiiirs, Wash-
ington dined with the Governor on the 25th of IMay, and attended the

ball, which was given, as proposed, to Lady Dunmore on the 27th. Tlie

Burgesses, remaining in Williamsburg, on the 29th of the month held

a meeting, at which Peyton Kandolph presided, and they issued a cir-

cular, recommending a meeting of deputies to assemble in convention

there on the first of Augu.'t following. In Aiwil, 1774, the Indians

renewed their hostilities upon the frontiers of Virginia. In September,
Dunmore, with two regiments under Colonels William Fleming and
Charles Lewis, marched to the relief of the inhabitants. General
Andrew Lewis later marched with eleven hundred men. Dunmore
concluded a ])eace with the Delawares in October; but a band of Dela-

wares. Mingoes, Cayugas, lowas, Wyandots, and Shawnees, under the

Chief Cornstalk, had determined to surjirise the camp of Lewis with an
attack. An engagement, known as the battle of Point Pleasant, took

place on the 10th of October, in which the Virginians lost b('twceii

forty and seventy-five in killed and one hundred and forty wounded.
The loss of the savages was uiia.-^certained. Dunmore, later, concluded
a treaty with the several Indian trib(‘S. Logan, the C'ayuga chief,

assented to the treaty, but, still indignant at the murder of his wife in
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tlie preceding spring, refused to attend the camp. In the charge l)y

Jefferson, in his Notes on Virginia, tliat this tragic event was instigated

or committed by Ca{)tain Michaer Crcsa]), when it was known to him
that one Greathouse was the author of the bloody deed, he most
unworthily maligned the memory of a brave soldier, a useful pioneer,

and an honorable man. In the beginning of 1775, the people of Vir-

ginia were still in a state of anxious suspense, expecting civil war. The
second convention assembled at Kichmond on the 20th of ]\Iarch. Here,
in the venerable St. John’s Church, Patrick Henry sounded the tocsin

of liberty. Militia, called minute men, were established. On the 20th

of April, Lord Dunmore caused the removal of the powder from the

magazine at Williamsburg to an English ship. This proceeding i)ro-

duced great excitement, the people took arms under Pati-ick Henry,
and Dunmore v;as forced to compromise the atlair by ])aying for the

powder. June 6th, he fled with his family, and t<»ok refuge on board
the “Fowey” man-of-war. Pallying a band of torics, runaway negroes,

and British soldiers, he collected a naval force, and carried on a petty

warfltre, plundering the inhabitants along the James and York rivers,

and carrying off their slaves. Decembei- 9th, 1775, his followers suf-

fered a severe defeat at the battle of Great Bridge, near Yorfolk; and
on the following night Dunmore took refuge on board his fleet. Jan-
uary 1st, 1776, he set on lire and destroyed Norfolk, then the most
flourishing and populous town in Virgiina. Continuing his [weda-

tory warfare, he established himself early in June on Gwynn Island, in

the Chesapeake Bay, whence he was dislodged by the Virginians, duly
8th, being wounded in the leg by a splinter. He shortly afterward

returned to England, and in 1786 was appointed Governor of Bermuda.
He died at Bamsgate, England, in Vlay, 1809. He was a man of cult-

ure, and possessed a large and valuable library, volumes from which
frequently appear in auction sales of books. The armorial book-])late

from one of these is reproduced in the illustrations in this work. His
portrait, which we also present, is from the portrait in oil in the State

library at Bichmond, and has never before been engravc'd. It may be
trite to notice also, in connection with the last royal Governor of Vir-

ginia, the chair of the Speaker of the Colonial House of Burgesses,

now also preserved in the State library at Biclunond, and of which we
]>resent a faithful semblance from a photograph .^])e(‘ially made fljr u>.

It has never before been pictured. According to a statement by Ed-
mund Bandolph in a MS. and un})ublishcd History ol* Virginia, in the

collections of the Virginia Historical Society, the Sjieaker’s chair was
originally richly decorat('d with various insignia of royalty, of which it

was denuded in tlie b('ginning of our struggle for independence by the

hasty hands of flu’vent patriots, to whom all tokens of royalty were
obnoxious.
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PATRICK HENRY.

In vigor of inrellect, in its varied exemplifications, in true manhood,
and in illustrious and material service in church, state and the army,
in the one sex, and in the typical exhibition of the sweet graces and ex-

alted virtues characteristic of Virginia and the Southern States, in the

other and gentler, no citizen of the Old Dominion, witiiin its annals or

traditions, has been more honored in his descendants, including the

present generation, than John Henry, a native of Aberdeen, Scotland,

and son of John Henry and his wife Jane, the sister of AVilliam Robert-

son, D.D., the divine, scholar and historian. He was a cousin of David
Henry, the publisher of the Gentlemans Jlagazhie, and through Dr,

Robertson, the cousin of the distinguished Lord Brougham. The late

British Premier, William Ewart Gladstone, is also of the same lineage.

John Henry settled in Virginia some time prior to 1730. He enjoyed

the friendship and patronage of Governor Robert Diiiwiddie, who intro-

duced him to the acquaintance of Colonel John Syrne, of Hanover
county, who dying, his widow, nee Winston, John Henry in time mar-
ried. John Henry was a most useful citizen of Hanover county, serv-

ing as Colonel of militia, surveyor, and presiding magistrate for many
years. He had been liberally educated, was well grounded in the

classics, and, withal, was endowed with an excellent judgment and a

vigorous mind. He executed a map of Virginia, which was published

in London, in 1770. A copy of it was in the possession of Josej)h

Horner, Esq., Warrenton, Virginia, a few years since. Charles Canq)-

bell (Ilistorij of Virginia, p. 521), says that “appended to it is an c{)it-

ome of the state and condition of Virginia. The marginal illustration

is profuse and, like the map, well executed.” Soon after the settle-

ment of Colonel John Henry in Virginia. Patrick, a minister of the

Church of England followed him, and in April, 1733, by his brother’s

interest, became rector of St. George’s parish in the county of S])otsyl-

vania. He was subsequently rector of St. Paul’s parish, in Hanover
county. The wife of Colonel John Henry, says Wirt, “possessed in an
eminent degree, the mild and benevolent disposition, the undeviating

probity, the correct understanding and easy elocution,” for which the

ancient family of AVinston is distinguished. Her brother, AVilliam
AVinston, an officer in the French and Indian war, is said to have been
noted for his oratorical jiowers. d’hc grave of Colonel IL'nry, and
presumably that ol’ his wife, is at “ Studley,” their latest residence in

Hanover county. Patrick, the second son and the youngest of the fam-
ily of nine children, of Colonel John and Sarah ( Winston-Syme) Henrv,
was born at “Studley,” Alay 21), 1736. Under tlie tuition of his father

he received the basis of a sound English education, with a knowledge
of mathematics, and of the Greek and Latin, a well-thumbed copy of
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the Testament, in the former language, wliich was through life a prized

possession, being still preserved l3y a descendant. The pecuniary cir-

cumstances of Colonel Henry impelled him to qualify his sons at an early

age to support themselves. With this view, ratrick w'as placed, at the

age of fifteen, with a country merchant. In the year fifilowing, iiis

father was encouraged by his apparent qualifications to purchase tor his

two sons, William and Patrick, a small adventure of goods, to “set
them up in trade.” The chief management of this mercantile venture

devolved upon Patrick, whose levity of disposition, and ])rociivities for

the chase and for social gatherings, illy comported with his responsibili-

ties. The result was a very natural one; one year })ut an end to the

business of the store, but Patrick was engaged for two or three years

following, in winding up the disastrous experiment. iSotwithstanding

his misfortunes, at the early age of eighteen he married Sarah Shelton,

the daughter, it has been said, of the kee])cr of a house of entertainment

at the county seat of Hanover. By the joint assistance of their parents

the young couple were settled on a small farm, and Mr. Henry, with
the assistance of one or two slaves, again essayed the struggle for a liveli-

hood, but his want of agricultural skill and his aversion to systematic

labor, drove him, necessarily, after a trial of two years, to abandon this

pursuit. Selling out for cash, at a sacrifice, his little possessions, he re-

sumed his inauspicious mercantile pursuits, which he continued until

some time in the year 1759, as evidenced by the memorial illustration

in this work—reduced fac-similes from the originals, of an account in his

autograph, and of a quaint pair of iron-framed spectacles, said to have
been possessed and worn by him in advanced life. The second mercan-
tile venture was more unfortunate than the first, involving him in abso-

lute bankruptcy. His situation was indeed lamentable; penniless, with
an increasing family, and with the resources of his friends exhausted,

•nevertheless he was sustained by innate fortitude and buoyancy of heart.

Jeflerson, who first made the acquaintance of ]\Ir. Henry after his disas-

ters in the winter of 1759-GO, states that they were “ not to be traced either

in his countenance or conduct,” and that his ])assion was “ music, danc-
ing and pleasantry.” Mr. Henry now determined on the study of law,

“and at last found the path for which he was designed, and into which
he had been driven by the severe but kindly discipline of Providence.”

Within the alleged, but absurdly inadequate time of six weeks only in prep-

aration, he obtained a license to practice at the age of twenty-four. Ac-
cordiiig to Wirt, Mr. Henry was but little employed in his profession for

.several years; his family was chiefly maintained during this ])eriod by his

father-in-law, i\lr. Slu'lton, who kept a tavern at Hanover Court House,
IMr. Henry lending his assistance in the (Mitertainment of the guests, and
that his talent remained unknown until it bla/.(‘d forth like a meteor,
as the advocate of the people' in the fiimous “Parson’s Cause,” tried at

the Novcmln'r term, 17G‘>, of Hanover Court. The opposing counsel
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was Peter Lyons, subsequently of the Supreme Court of Appeals, of

the State.

The story is a winning one, but Mr.- AVirt was mistaken as to tlie

facts. Patrick Plenry came to the bar in the latter part of 1760. His
fee books, now in the possession of his family, show' that his practice

was extensive from the beginning. They (lisclose, according to a re-

cent publication by his grandson, William Wirt Henry, that “ fi’om

the September of 1700, wdieii he came to the bar, to tlie olst of De-
cember, 1763,” Patrick Heni-y charged fees in 1,185 suits, besi<les

many fees for pre[)aring })apers out of court, indicating that his success

W’as remarkable and his talents appreciated. In 1764 Mr. Henry re-

moved his family to the county of Louisa, residing at a })!ace called

“Roundabout.” In the fall of that year lie had tlie ojiportunity of a

new' theater for his genius, as the advocat(' before the House of Bur-
gesses, at AVilliamsburg, of Nathaniel AVest Dand ridge, who coiuesied

the seat in that body, on the charge of bribery and corruption, of James
Little])age, wdio had been returned from Hanover County. Here Air.

Henry “distinguished himself by a cojiious and brilliant display on the

great subject of the rights of sidfrage, superior to any thing that had
been heard before within those walls.” The same year, 1764, is memo-
rable as that of the jiassage of the Stamp Act, and for the origination

of the great question w hich finally led to American Independence, to

wdiich, says Jetlerson, “ Air. Henry gave the first ini])ulse.” On the

1st of Alay, 1765, Air. Henry entered the House of Ibirgesses as the

representative from Louisa C'ounty. His first address to the House
was upon the pro]iosition for a jmblic Loan Oiiice, devised by John
Robinson, the iSpeaker, to allow' the jmblic money to be loaned out to

individuals, on security. It was a sehenic to hide certain niisajiprojiri-

ations, which Robinson, ns Treasurer, had made and wished to conceal.

Henry opposed it with such vigor and elo(|uence that it was lost on the

first vote. On the 20th he W'as added to the committee for courts of

justice. A few' days afterward his celebrated resolutions on the Stamp
Act were offered. The original, hastily written U])on the tly-leaf of an

old law book, is now' in the j)ossession of Air. AVilliam A\drt Henry.
In the stormy debate which ensued, Patrick Henry vehemently ex-

claimed :
“ Cmsar had his Brutus; Charles the First, his Cromwell,

and George the Third”—“ Treason !” cried the Speaker; the cry was
echoed from every part of the House—“ may j)rofit by their example I*

If this be treason, make the most of it.” The resolutions were carried,

the last by a majority of one only.

* In a MS. in.^lory of A’^irginia, by Kdmund Kamlolph, who was present on
this memorable occasion, he renders the final elanse of this memorable men-
ace so as to greatly diminish its strength, reporting instead, “may lie never
have either.”
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AUTOGRAPH BILL OF PATRICK HENRY, WHILE A SHOPKEEPER,
ith massive iron spectacles worn b}' him, from the original in the possession of R. A. Brock,

Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society.
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Henry left the capital that morning for his home, and tlie next day,

the defeated leaders, taking advantage of his absence, succeeded in hav-

ing expunged, the fifth, last and most obnoxious of tlie resolutions,

which claimed “that the Assembly had the sole right to levy taxes, and
that the vesting such power in any other person wlnrtsoever, had a

manifest tendency to destroy British as well as American freedom.”

In 1769 Mr. Henry was admitted to the bar of tlie General Court,

where he came into competition with the most eminent characters in the

colony, some of whom had been educated at the Temple, London, and
the names of a majority of them are historical. Here his wonderful
powers of oratory were pre-eminent. His reputation was sucli that in

January, 1773, Robert Carter Nicholas, who had enjoyed the first jiractice

at the bar, being forced to relinquish, it by accepting the office of Treas-

urer of the Colony, committed to him by public advertisement, liis un-

finished business, hlr. Henry removed from Louisa to his native county,

Hanover, in 1767, but was continued a member of the House of Bur-
gesses. The exactions and odious inflictions of Great Britain continued,

and the storm of Revolution was gathering strength. Every act of re-

sistance on the part of the Colonial Assemblies, was met by the royal

Governors by a prompt dissolution. Thus matters progressed for sev-

eral years; wdien, in 1774, the Virginia House of Burgesses, having
been suddenly dissolved by Lord Dunmore, for their spirited resentment

of the Boston Port Bill, the members met at the Raleigh Tavern, and
recommended the first call of a Congress of all the friends of liberty.

By the Convention at AVilliamsburg, shortly afterward, ]\Ir. Henry was
elected a delegate to the Continental Congress which met at Philadel-

phia, September 4, 1774. He was the first to address this body, in an
address of such surpassing eloquence, that great as was his reputation,

he seemed to exalt himself to the magnitude of the occasion. His ex-

traordinary powers astonished all listeners, and he took rank as the

greatest orator of America. In the Virginia Convention, which on the

20th of March, 1775, reassembled at Richmond, in the venerable St.

John’s Church (of the exterior and interior of which, before alteration,

accurate representations from photogra})hs are given in this Avork), to

take further steps in the cause of liberty. ]\lr. Henry, on the 23d,

moved the organization of militia and that the “ Colony be immediately
put in a state of defense.” The bold pi-oposal roused the resistance of

many of the firmest friends of the colonial cause, and the debate was
fierce in the extreme. But the genius of Henry ro.se to the full de-

mands of the occasion, and as the last thrilling exclamation, “ give me
liberty, or give me death!” fell on the car of tlu‘ House, all Avere ini'used

with the spirit of tlui orator; the bill passed, and the colony Avas at

once ])Iaeed in an attitude of defen.s('. Jjonl Dunmore, on the 20th of

April following, having clandestinely removed all the })OAvder from the
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public magazine at Williamsburg, to a sloop of war lying in York river,

Henry placed himself at the head of the company of Captain Samuel
Meredith (who resigned in his favor), of Hanover county, marched
upon Williamsburg and forced the Governor to give him an order on
the Receiver-General of the Colony, for the value of the powder. In
June, Henry was appointed to the Colonelcy of the First Virginia

regiment, and the command-in-chief of all the forces of the Colony.

Colonel Henry at once went into camp at Williamsburg and ardently

began the recruitment and disciplining of the troops. But the act of

the Virginia Committee of Safety, in intrusting to Woodford, the second

colonel ill rank, the duty of arresting the ravages of the motley band
of Dunmore, drove Henry, who had solicited the enterprise, from
the military service back into the councils of state. iNIortified by tliis

disregard of his prerogative of rank, and being wounded further by
the promotion over him, in the Continental line, to the rank of Brigadier-

General, of two Colonels, to whose appointments his own was prior, he
resigned his commission. The action of the convention excited univer-

sal condemnation, and nearly produced a mutiny in the army.
Ninety officers united in an address to Henry, regretting his loss to the

service and applauding his spirited resentment. With exalted unseffisii-

ness, Henry exerted himself to quiet the discontent of his soldiers, and
having accomplished this, retired to his home.

Immediately upon the resignation of his commission as Colonel, he was
elected a delegate to the Convention from the county of Hanover. The
session of that body which was approaching, was pregnant with impor-
tance. Dunmore had abdicated the government, and the royal authority

in the Colony was seen and felt no longer exccj)t in acts of hostility.

The Convention met at Williamsburg on the bth of May, 177b. On the

29th of June, a plan of government having been adopted, Patrick Henry
was elected Governor of Virginia under its new constitution for a term
of twelve months, at a salary of one thousand pounds per annum, Vir-

ginia currency, equivalent in value to So, 333. 33^ in our present currency.

His competitors for the office were Thomas Nelson and John Page, the

latter of whom was subsequently Governor of Virginia. iShortly after

the election of j\Ir. Henry as Governor, Lord Dunmore was driven from
Gwinns Island and from the State, to return to it no more. The autumn
of the year 177b was one of the darkest and most dispiriting periods of
the Revolution, and of which Thomas Paine, in his Crl.<is, used the

memorable expression, “These are the times that try the souls of men.”
For a time the courage of the country fell. Wa.Nhington alone was un-

daunted. Even the heroism of the ^Trgiuia Legislature gave way,
and in a .‘reason of despair, the mad j)rojoct of a dictator was seriously

meditated. iUr. Henry is said to have been thought of Ibr this otlice,

but there is no evidence that the project was ever countenanced by him,
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and his firm and unselfish patriotism, so nlnindantly evidenced, irrefragal)ly

refutes hare suspicion even. That the Mrednia Assembly entertained no
doubt of him i.s manifest in the fact that he was unanimously re-elected

Governor for another annual term on the oOth of May, 1777.

The “ Father of his Country,” even, did not escape the insidious

attacks of those who were basely envious of him. One of these anony-
mous letters was received by Mr. Henry in January, 1778, tilled with

the grossest imputations of the incapacity and dishonesty of MCishington,

and suggesting Gates, Lee, or Conway as Commander-in-chief instead.

Mr. Henry at once inclosed the letter to his loved and revered friend.

Mr. Henry having completed a third term as Governor, retired from the

office, being inelegible to re-election under the constitution. His admin-
istration had been able, vigilant and effective. The wife of iMr. Henry
died in 1775. He soon after sold the tarni in Hanover, called “ Scotch

Town,” on which he had resided, and purchased about ten thousand
acres of land in Henry County, formed in 1776 from Pittsylvania county
and named in his honor, as was subserjuently the neighboring county of

Patrick carved from Henry county in 17U1. In 1777 he married, second-

ly, Dorothea Dandridge, granddaughter of Governor Alexander Spots-

wood, and daughter of Nathaniel West Dandi idge,a descendant of Cap-
tain JohnAVest, tlie brother of Lord Delaware—both early Governors of

Virginia. Soon after the ex])iration of tlie governmental office of 5lr.

Henry, he removed with his family to his newly acrpaired estate in Henry
county, called “ Leatherwood,” and resumed the practice of law. In

1780, he was again in the State Assembly and one of the most active

members in the House. He continuously served in this Ixjdy until

November, 1784. Mr. Plenry gave an endearing exhibition of his

generous sensibility, in the winter session of 1780, in the resolution which
he moved expressing sympathy with General Gates in his unfortunate

defeat at Camden, and giving him assurance of continue<l regard and
esteem upon the entrance into Richmond of the retreating General. In

November, 1784, to conciliate the Indians on the borders of Virginia,

and to avert the danger of hostility from tliem, iMr. Henry introduced a

remarkable resolution, providing for the intermarriage of the white with

the Indian race, and investing the offspring of sucli alliances with all

the rights of citizenship. It was rejected. Washington visited Kicli-

mond on the loth and Lafayette on the 17th of the month, and tlu'v

were received with ]niblic <Iemonstrations. On the 17th of November, 1784,

Mr. Henry was again electi'<l Govm-nor of \drginia
;

his term of three

years to commence on the oOth of the month. Tlu' necessities of his

family compelled his resignation of his oHici'on the2bth ofNovember, 1786,

declining re-election for another ye:ir, as constitutionally ]>rovided. On the

4th of December in tlie same yi'ar, ( Jeorgt' Washington, Patrick Henry, Ed-
mund Randolph, John J^lair, Janu's Madison, George iMason and (feorge

AVythe were aj)})ointedby the ^'irginia Assembly delegates to the convention
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to be lieM in May following in Philadelphia for the adoption of the Federal

Constitution, hut Heniy was debarred by ids pecuniai y circuinstanees ( be-

ing oppressed with debt) from obeying this honorable call. Of the Vir-

ginia Convention to decide the relations of the State to tho newly pro-

])Osed Federal Constitution, ]\Ir. Henry was elected a member from

Prince Edward county. In this body, composed of the grandest inte llects

in the Old Domiidon, and which iiiet in Kichmond on the 2d of June,

1788, in a quaint old edifee subsequently known as the African Clmrch
(and now displaced by another church with a colored membership of

nearly 4,000 members), Mr. Henry opposed the ratif cation of the in-

strument of compact with all the eloquence and vigor of his nature. He
feared that the fnal result would be the destructi<eo of the rights of the

sovereign States. His faculties i’ose to the altitude of the occasion, and
during his whole brilliant career he had never befoi e ap})eared to greater

advantage. But, for almost the only time in his life, he failed to carry

his point. The opposing array of intellectual giants, backed by pred()ini-

nant popular sentiment, were not to be overcome. His opposition, how-
ever, was not fruitless. He secured the passage of a Bill of Bights and a

variety of amendments, afterward incorporated into the Constitution.

The Constitution having been adopted, the govei’nment organized, and
Washington elected President, the repugnance of iMr. Henry measurably
abated. The chapter of amendments considerably neutralized Ids objec-

tions; but it is believ(‘d that his acquiescence resulted more from the con-

sideration of his duty as a citizen, his confidence in the chief magistrate

and a hopeful reliance on the wisdom and virtue of the people, than from
any material change in his opinions. In 1794, he retired from the bar

with an ample estate, and removed to his seat, “Bed Hill.” in Char-
lotte county. In 1794 he was elected United States ^Senator, and in

1796 Governor of the State, but declined both offices, as he did, in 1795,

the appointment by Washington as Secretary of State, to succeed Jetfer-

son, and subsequently that of Minister to France by xVdams.

From a letter of General Henry Lee, still preserved in the original,

it appears that Washington, in December, 1795, after the declination of

the office of Secretary of State, desired the accejdance by i\fr. Henry
of the Chief Justiceship of the Supreme Court of the United States. In

1798, the strong and animated resolutions of the Vii-ginia Assembly in

opposition to the Alien and Sedition Laws called again for Ids services

in the councils of Virginia, and he presented himself as a candidate, at the

spring election of 1799, for the House of Delegates. His s})cech on this

occasion before the polls were o])ened was the last effort of Ids elo(jUence.

As he finished, he lit('rally descended into the arms of the uncontrollable

throng and was borne about in triunq)h
;
whereon the emiin'nt Pivsby-

terian Divine, John II. Bice, D. D., touchingly e.xclaimed, “The sun has
set in all his glory.”

(

1
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It is memorable that the brilliant and erratic John Eandolph (who
subsequently designated himself as “ of Koanoke'’

)
ottered himself on the

same occasion at Charlotte Court House as a candidate for Congress, and
undaunted replied to IMr. Henry with cutting satire and 'caustic crimina-

tion of the Federal party. His etibrt was received with loud huzzas.

This was a new experience to l\Ir. Henry, unaccustomed to rivaliy, to

be confronted by a beardless boy, for such Avas the youthful appear-

ance of Mr. Randolph. Mr. Henry returned to the rostrum, and in a

second address soared above his wonted passionate and majestic elo-

quence. He unstintingly complimented the rare talents of his competitor,

whilst he deprecated the youthful errors of his political zeal, and by his

pathos wrought himself and audience to tears. In tliese efibrts of Mr.
Henry, as attested by two of his audience. Colonels Robert IMorton and
Clement Carrington, of Charlotte county, in 1887, in statements pub-
lished by the late Charles Campbell in 1867, l\Ir. Henry did not approve
the Alien and Sedition Laws (which he apprehended tended to civil war),

and patriotically endeavored to quiet the minds of the people and to

avert the apparent impending dissolution of the Union. He said: “ Let
us all go together, right or Avrong. If Ave go into civil Avar, your ’Wash-

ington will lead the GoA'ernmental armies; and Avho, I ask, is Avilling to

point a bayonet against his breast?”

Mr. Henry and jMr. Randolph Avere each elected se\’erally to the

stations for Avhich they oflered, but Mr. Henry, Avhose health had been
visibly declining for several years, died on the 6th of June, 1799, a fcAV

months before Washington, and before the meeting of the bodytoAvhich
he had been elected. His remains and those of his second Avife rest

side by side beneath massive and ornate marble tablets in the family

cemetery at “ Red Hill,” Avhich seat is noAv owned by his grandson,
William Wirt Henry.
The folloAving obituary of Patrick Henry, Avhich appeared contempo-

raneously in the Virginia neAvs})apers, and AA'as Avritten by General
Henry Lee, is a touching plaint and merits ])erpetuation here •

“ MOURN, VIRGINIA, MOURN.

“Your Henry is no more ! Ye friends of Liberty in every clime, drop a tear !

No more will his social feelings spread delight thnmgh his happy home. No more
Avill his edifying example dictate to his numerous otlspring the sweetness of virtue
and the majesty of patriotism. No more will the sage adviser, guided hy zeal for

their common happiness, impart light and utility to his caressing neighbors. No
more will he illuminate the public councils with sentinumts drawn from the
Cabinet of his own mind, ever directed to the public good, clothed with eloquence
sublime, delightful and commanding. l''arewell, great and noble patriot, farewell

!

“As long as our rivers How and mountains stand, so long will your excellence
and worth be the theme of our homage atul endearments ; and Virginia, bearing
in mind lier loss, w ill say to rising generations. Imitate Henry.”

The arfcctiomito reverence iu Avhich Patrick Heury Avas held is evidenced
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in the commitment to memory of this lament by numerous admirers and
its oral transmission in some instances to the present day.

The distingiiislied orator and theologian, Kev. Archibald Alexander,

D. D., a repeated personal witness, thus lucidly and satisfactorily an-

alyzes the springs of the oratorical genius of Patrick Henry:
“The power of Henry’s elociuence was due, first, to the greatness

of his emotion and passion, accompanied with a versatility which en-

abled him to assume at once any emotion or passion which was suited

to his ends. Not less indispensable, secondly, was a matchless perfection

of the organs of expression, including the entire apparatus of voice, in-

tonation, pause, gesture, attitude, and indescribable play of counte-

nance. In no instance did he ever indulge in an expression that was
not instantly recognized as nature itself; yet some of his penetrating

and subduing tones were absolutely peculiar, and as inimitable as they
were indescribable. These were felt by every hearer, in all tiieir force.

His mightiest feelings were sometimes indicated and communicated l)y

a long pause, aided by an eloc|uent aspect, and some significant use of

the finger. The synijiathy between mind and mind is inexplicable.

Where the channels of communication are open, the faculty of reveal-

ing inward passion great, and the expression of it sudden and visible,

the effects are extraoniinary. Let these shocks of influence be repeated

again and again, and all other opinions and ideas are for the moment
absorbed or excluded; the whole jnind is brought into unison with that

of the speaker; and the spell-bound listener, till the cause ceases, is

under an entire fascination. Then perhaps the charm ceases, u})on re-

flection, and the infatuated hearer resumes his ordinary state. Ikitrick

Henry, of course, owed much to his singular insight into the feelings of
the common mind. In great cases, he scanned his jury, and formed his

mental estimate; on this basis he founded his .appeals to their predilec-

tions and character. It' is what other advocates do, in a lesser degi ec.

When he knew there were conscientious or religious men among t!ie

jury, he would most solemnly addre.^s himself to their sense of right,

and would adroitly bring in scriptural citations. If this handle was
not offered, he would lay bare the sensibility of j)atriotism. * * ''i'

A learned and intelligent gentleman stated to me that he once heard
Mr. Henry’s defense of a man arraigned for a capital crime. So clear

and abundant was the evidence that my informant was unable to con-
ceive any grounds of defense, especially after the law had been aldy
placed before the jury l>y the attorney for the (.’ommonwealth. For a
loiig time after Mr. Henry began, he never once advm'ted to the merits
of the cas(' or the arguments of the prosecution, but went off into a most
caj)tivating and discursive oration on general topics, expre.'^sing opinions
ui perfect accordance with tliose of his hearers, until liaving fully suc-
ceedeil in obliterating every impression of his opponent’s speech, lie ob-
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liqiiely approached the subject, and as occasion was offered, dealt forth

strokes which seemed to tell upon the minds of the jury. In this case,

it should be added, the force of truth prevailed over the art (>f tlie con-

summate orator.”

The descendants of Colonel John Henry and of his eminent son Patrick

Henry, comprise the distinguished family names of Meredith, iUadison,

Lewis, Bowyer, Christian, Pope, Bullitt, Campbell, Pus.^ell, Wood, Pres-

ton, Armistead, Garland, Carrington, iMcDoweil, Breckenridge, Floyd,

Hampton, Johnston, vSouthall, Venable, Hughes, iNlichel, Fontaine.

Koane, Lyons, Dandriclge, Crenshaw, Granberry, Bailey, Scott, ami
others, and embrace authors, divines, educators, governors, generals,

jurists, scientists, statesmen, etc.

A portrait of Patrick Henry, painted by Thomas Sully, and ])ro-

nounced by his contemporaries an admirable likeness, is in the possession

of his grandson, William Wirt Henry, a distinguished practitioner (ff'

the law, and the Vice-President of the Virginia Historical Society.

From this portrait has been engraved the illustration in our work.

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Upon the resignation of Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, by elec-

tion of the General Assembly, succeeded him as Governor of Vii’ginia,

June 1st, 1779. During his administration, in January, 1781, the

traitor Arnold invaded Virginia, leaving ravage in his wake. ^Vt

Richmond, the public stores fell a ])rey; private property was plundered,

and several houses were burned. iMany of the public archives were also

destroyed. Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, of his command, commanding
the Queen’s Rangers, proceeded to Westham, six miles above Richmoml,
and destroyed the foundry, magazine, arms, and military supplies there.

Arnold now retired to Portsmoutli, where he rested until April, when
General William Phillips, succeeding to the command, ])aid another
visit of desolation to Manchester. In iMay came Lord Cornwallis witli

his victorious army from the South, driving every thing befoi*e him.
The 7th of IMay was the day a])pointed by law for the meeting of the

Assembly at Richmond. A quorum not being in attendance, the house
adjourned from day to day until the 10th, when, upon the a])})roach of
the enemy, they adjourned to the 24th, to meet at Charlottesville. The
hou.se did not pi-oc‘eed to business until the 28th. Eight days after,

they again fled before the raj)id approacli of the rapacious Tarleton.
All the machinery of government for a time was in confusion, the

Governor, Assembly, and the Council, .mve a single member, Colom'l
William Fleming, as it appears, being in liight before the enemv. Gov-
ernor Jetlerson resigned June l.^t, and was succeeded by General
Thomas Nelson, dr., on the 12th of the month. An extended sketch
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THO:\IAS LORD CULPEPER,
Governor of Virginia,

f From a portrait in oil in the possession of the Virginia

i; Historical Society.
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of the life of Thomas Jefferson will be found in the second volume ol‘

Virginia and Virginians.
WILLIA:M FLK3IING.

William Fleming emigrated from kScolland to Virginia in early man-
hood. By tradition he was of noble extraction, and he had received a

liberal education. He is believed to have had a knowledge of medicine,

and to have served in a medical and military ca]^acity in the French
and Indian war, with the rank of Lieutenant, in 1755 and 175(1, and
perhaps longer. He was of a bold and adventurous spirit, and was
among the earliest settlers in the portion of Augusta County whic*h now
forms Botetourt County, taking up large tracts of land, which, enhanc-

ing in value, made him a man of wealth. In 1771 he raised a regiment,

which he gallantly and etiectively commanded in the sanguinary battle

of Point Pleasant, in wliich he received a wound from winch he never

fully recovered. He was a meml)cr of the Council of Mrginia in 1781,

and for a time in the month of June was the executive of the (Jjlony,

as is evidenced by the following resolution of the Virginia Asseml)ly

(Hening's Statutes, Vol. X, p. 507):

“It appearing to the General Assembly that Colonel VY^illiam Flem-
ing, being the only acting member of the council for some time before

the appointment of the Chief ^Magistrate, did give orders for the calling

out the militia, and also ])ursued such other measures as were essential

to good government, and it is just and reasonable that he should be

indemnitied therein,

“AVso/m/, therefore. That the said William Fleming, Esq., be indemni-

fied for his conduct as before mentioned, and the Assembly do ap])rovc

of the same. “John Beckley, C. H. D.
“ 1781, June 23d.

“Agreed to by the Senate. AVile. Drew, C. S.”

Colonel Fleming, in 1788, re})resented the county of Botetourt in the

Virginia Convention which ratilied the Federal Constitution—an emi-

nent body.

Colonel Fleming married and left a family. One of his daughters,

Anne, became the wife of l\ev. George A. Baxtiu-, 1). I)., Hector in

1798 of Liberty Hall Academy (the beginning of the present Wash-
ington and Lee University). He was also Professor of ^Mathematics,

Natural Philoso})hv, and Astronomy in that institution, and ^Minister of

the New Monmouth and Lexington Presbyterian Churches.
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THOMAS NELSON.

Thomas Nelson, the eldest son of President William Nelson, of the

Virginia Council, and his ^vife Elizabeth Biirwell (griinddaiighter of
Robert “King” Carter), was born at Yorktown, Decendier 20tb, 1738.

After having been under the tuition of Rev. AVilliam Yates, of Glou-
cester, afterward President of AVilliam and INlary College, he was sent,

at the age of fourteen, to England, to linish liis education, remaining
seven years. He enjoyed there the superintending care of the celebrated

Dr. Beilby Porteus, afterward Bishop of London, who subsecpiently sent to

his former ward in Virginia a volume of his sermons iii token of remem-
brance. Thomas was first at the school of Dr. Newcombe, at Hackney;
then at Eton. Graduated with distinction from Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, he returned to Virginia in his twenty-second year. Whilst on
his voyage, from respect to his father, he was elected a member of the

House of Burgesses. He married, in 1762, Lucy Grymes, of Middlesex
County, the eldest daughter of Philip and Mary (Randolph) Grymes,
the elder, of “Brandon.” He was associated as a merchant with his

father, from wdiom, at the death of the latter, he received a portion of

£40,000 sterling (the equivalent of 8200,000 in our present currency,
and wdien, too, the relative value in purchasing capacity was several

times greater than now).
Thomas Nelson was a member of the Virginia Conventions of 1774

and 1775, and displayed extraordinary boldness in resisting British

tyranny. He w\as elected by the Convention, in July, 1775, Colonel of

the Second Virginia regiment, which post he resigned on being elected

to the Continental Congress the same year. He was a cons]hcuous

member of the Virginia Convention of 1776, which framed the Consti-

tution of Virginia. He wais a member of the Committee on Articles of

Confederation, and July 5th, 1776, signed the Declaration of Indcptmd-
cnce. Restless for active service in the field, he rtisigncd his seat in

Congress in ^lay, 1777, and in August following wns aj)})oijited Com-
mander-in-chief of the State forces of Virginia. Ho soon after raised

a troop of cavalry, wdth which he repaired to Phi]adel})hia. Resuming
his duties in the Virginia Legislature, he strongly op])osed the ))roposi-

tioii to sequestrate British property, on the ground that it would be an
unjust retaliation of public wrongs on private individuals. He was
again elected to Congress, in February, 1779, but was obliged, by
indisposition, to resign his seat. In i\[ay he was culled uf)on to organ-
ize the State militia, and repel an invading expedition of the enemy.
A loan of $2,000,000 being called for by Virginia in June, 1780,
which, in that period of despondency and distrust, being diflicult to

obtain. General Nelson, by strenuous endeavors, and on his own personal
security, raised a large portion of the amount. He also advanced
money to })ay two Virginia regiments ordered to the South, which
retu.^ed to march until arrearages duo them were paid. In the then
critical aspect of allairs, upon the resignation of Governor Jellerson, a
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military executive being deemed a necessity, General Nelson was, June
12th, 1781, elected to succeed him, o])|)osing in person, witli wliat militia

he could command, with sleepless vigilance and untiring energy, the

enemy who were ravaging the iState, anticipating the wants of the

service with remarkable cannprehensive forecast, and a provision won-
derful in view of the ddtficultics which beset liim. His gallantry and
nobility of soul, as evinced at the siege of Yorktow]i, have already

been noted in the sketch of his father, President AVilliam Nelson.

General Nelson died at his seat, “OtHey,” in Hanover County, Janu-
ary 4th, 1789, leaving as a legacy to his fairiily naught but an imperish-

able record—sublime in its loftv aims and disinterested patriotism; for

his advances b' Virginia had impoverished him, and the claims of his

remaining creditors literally beggared them. An eilbrt was made in

1822, by the late Hon. St. George Tucker, l)efore the Virginia Assem-
bly, for indemnity to the heirs of General Nelson for advances made lyv

the latter during the Kevolution, which, after various contemptuous
delays, was at last referred to a select committee, who rendered ‘‘an

eloquent report, setting forth in glowing language” the merits, etc., of

General Nelson, and concluding with the words, “That a just regard

for the character of the State requires that some conijiensation should

be made to his representatives for the losses sustained.” The report

was adopted by the House of Delegates, and, on motion, the committee
was discharged from the duty of bringing in a bill in conformity
thereto. The matter remained dormant until 18dl, when, being again

brought up, it was referred to the First and Second Auditors of the

State, who reported against the claim.

The heirs finally petitioned C(mgress on the 10th of December, 183o,

wdien, after vexatious delays, it was finally re[)orted on, and 'uvjavorabbj.

Never before in the history of nations have patriotic services so eminent
and so essentially vital, and sacrifices ])ersonally so absolute, been more
ungratefully re(]uited. The disease which carried off General Nelson
wasasthma, occasioned by ex])osure incident to his military .services.

His remains were conveyed to Yorktown, and buried at the foot of the

grave of his father. No done markx the spot. His grandson, Philip

Nelson, presented, December 7th, 1839, a petition to the General As-
sembly of Virginia for the payment of the claims of General Nelson,
which, after various delays, in sheer hopelessness of success, was with-

drawn in September, 1840. A fort built at Louisville, Kentucky, in

1782, was named h\)rt Nelson in honor of General Nelson, as was also

Nelson County, Virginia, formed in 1807 Irom Amherst County. His
statue in bronze is one of the six which adorn the Washington monument
in the public .<(]uare at Uitdimoiid, Virginia. A rc[)resentation of this

grand and much admired work of art, in connection with the Capitol

building, is given in this work. The only portrait of (Jeneral Nelson,
for which he ever .^at, is j)iescrved in the Suite Library of Virginia.
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It was painted by Chamberlain, in London, in 1754, whilst the subject

was a student at Eton, It represents him as a handsome, ruddy-

cheeked, brown-haired youth, with oval contour of face and a most
engaging expression of countenance.

BENJAMIN HARRISON.

Benjamin Harrison succeeded Thomas Nelson as Governor of Virginia,

upon the resignation of the latter, from ill-health, November oOth.

1781. He served f)r three years, when he was succeeded, November
29th, 1784, by Patrick Henry. An extended sketch of the lire of

Benjamin Harrison will be found under the head of “The Declaration

of Independence and its Signers,” in another portion of this work.

EDMUND RANDOLPH.

Edmund Eandolph was born in Williamsburg, the capital of the Colony
of Virginia, August 10, 1758. He was of distinguished lineage. His
father, John Randolph, was Attorney-General of the Colony, and tire son

of Sir John Randol})h, who had filled the same office and received the

honor of Knighthood for eminent services to the Crown, ami was the

fifth son of the emigrant ancestor of the family in Vitginia, William
Randolph, born in Yorkshire, England; died at his seat, ‘‘Turkey Island,”

James River, April 11, 1711. The mother of Edmund Randolj)h was
Ariana, daughter of Edmund Jenings, Attornev-Ceneral of ^Maryland

and of Virginia, and at one time the xVeting Governor of the last. Pey-
ton Randolph, the first President of the Continental Congress, was his

uncle.

Eilucated at William and Mary College, Edmund Randolph early de-

termined on the j)rofession (4* law, which his ancestors, paternal and
maternal, had so eminently adorned. But his career was teni|»orariiy

interruj)ted by the exciting occurrences of 1775, when ardently enli.'-ting

in the cause of the “rebellious” colonists, he was disinherited by his

father, who remained “ loyal ” to the Crown, and sailing with Lord Dun-
)nore for England, subse(|uently died there. Upon the ap})ointment of

Washington as Cominamlei‘-in-chief of the Continental Anny, tlien invesi-

ingBoston, lAlmmul Randolph became a member of hisstatf ami secretary,

remaining in such ca})acicy during the greater part of the siege. But
having been adoj)ted by liis uncle, IVvton Randol{)h, who owned several

large plantations in Virginia, whose j)ublic duties precluded his attimtioii

to them, and who died in October, 1775, he was compelled by his ex-

tended interests to return to Virginia, to civil life, lie combined with

the management of his estates the practice of law. in which he was
eminently successful.
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On the 29th of August. 1776, he married Elizal)Oth, daughter of

Robert Carter Nicholas, Treasurer and S])eaker of tlie House of Bur-
gesses of Virginia, and granddaughter of Robert “King” C-arter. In

the same year he was a delegate from Williamsburg t() the Convention
which adopted the first constitution of the State, and before the close of the

year was elected Mayor of the same city. He was ajipointed by the

Convention Attorney-General under the new constitution, with an annual
salary of £200, and at a subsequent session of the General Assembly he

was elected its clerk, an office which has been filled l>y such men as

George Wythe and William Wirt. In 1779 he was a delegate to the

Continental Congress, of which he remained a member until 1782. U])on

the resignation of Patrick Henry as Governor of Virginia, he succeeded

him in the office by the election of the General Assembly, December 1,

1786, and was chosen by the same body one of the seven delegates to

the Convention at Anuajiolis, and in the following year, in 1787, a

member of the convention that formed the Federal Constitution, and
introduced what was called the “ Virginia plan.” In 1788, he was returned

by the county of Henrico, being then a resident of Richmond, to the con-

vention which was called to decide u])on the Federal Constitution. Decem-
ber 1, 1788, Edmund Randolph was succeeded as Governor of Virginia

by his kinsman, Beverley Randolph. In 1784 he was appointed Deputy
Grand iMaster of the Grand Lodige of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
of Virginia, and in 1786 was elected Grand Master of the same body,
“ when he was pleased to appoint the Honorable John ^Marshall as his

Deputy.” They served in their resjtective jtositions until 1788. It is of

interest to note that the IMasons’ Hall in Richmond, a large wooden struct

lire on the south side of Franklin, near Eighteenth Street, the oldest

building for iMasonic purp(jses in America, Avas erected in 1786, during

the term as Grand Master of James iUcrcer and whilst I'klmund Randolph
was Deputy Grand IMaster. The name of Edmund Randol}>h is masonic-

ally perpetuated in that of the Richmond Randolph Lodge, No. 19, char-

tered October 19, 1787. In 1790 he was apjtointed by Washington the first

Attorney-General of the United States, and on the 2<1 of August, 1794, he
succeeded Jefferson as Secretary of State, which office he held until the

19th of August, 1795, when he withdreAV to private life and resumed the

practice of law. His per.'<on and his eloquence are vividly embalmed by
Wirt in the pages of his Ih'lfiAi Hugh Blair Cirigsby, another

masterful delineator, in his Mrcihiia Courrnfio)} e/'1776, says of Edmuiul
Randol})h’s service in the Feih'ral Convention of 1787, “ His career in

that body was surpassingly brilliant and effective, *•' nor was his course

in the Virginia Convention of Ratilication less imposing.” The with-

drawal of Edmund llandoljdi from llu‘ Cabinet of Wbishington, in 17‘95,

Avas made the occasion, and the causes of it, of misri'presentations and
calumnies by his political enemies, whi(‘h he ably rc'futed and eliectively

silenced by the “ Vindication,” then ])ublished by him, and which Avas
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republished with a preface by his irramlsou, Peter V. Daniel, Jr., in ISbr).

Ednuiiid Randolpli died in Frederick County, Va., September 12, 1813.

Ilis daughter Lucy married Peter Vivian Daniel, born in Staliord

county, Ya., 1785; appointed, iMarcli 3, 1841, Justice of the United States

Supreme Court; died at llichmond, iMay 31, I860. His son, Peter V.
Daniel, Jr., long President of the llichmond, Fredericksburg and T^)to-

mac Railroad, is a prominent member of the Richmond Bai-. A ]\IS.

history of Virginia, by Edmund Randolph, which is several times quoted
from in these sKetches, is in the collections of the Virginia Historical

Society.

BEVEKLEY RANUOLl‘11,

Beverley Randol])li, the son of Colonel Peter and Lucy (Bolling) Ran-
dolph of “ Chatsworth,” Henrico County, James River, Va. (“Surveyor
of Customs of Vortli America” in 1749, and long a member of tlie

House of Burgesses), and third in descent from William Randol|)h, of

“Turkey Island,” was born at his iiither’s seat in 1754. He gra<iuated

from William and iMaiy CVJlege in 1771, and was, during the Revolu-
tion, a member of the Virginia Assembly. He succeeded Iklmund Ran-
dolph as Governor of \4rginia, December 1, 1788, and served until

December 1. 1791, when he was succeeded by Henry Lee. He married
Martha Cocke, and their descendants are represented also in the names
of Randolph, Fitzhugh, and others equally worthy. Governor Randolph
died at his seat, “Green Creek,” in February, 1797.

HENRY LEE.

Henry Lee, po])ularly known as “Light-Horse Harry Lee” from his

gallant and ethcaent service during the Revolutionary War, was born,

January 29th, 1756, at “ Leesylvania,” which is situated on a point of

land jutting into the Potomac River, three miles above Dumfries, then
the county seat of Prince AVilliam. He was the son of Henry ajid

Lucy (Grymes) Lee, and fifth in descent from Richard Lee, of

Shropshire, England, the emigrant ancestor of the family in Virginia,

and combined also in hisdescent the blood of the historic C'orbin, Lud-
well, and Bland families. He was the second cousin of the tlistin-

guished brothers- Philip Ividwell, Thomas Ludwell, Richai’d Henry,
Francis Ijightfoot, William, and Arthur Lee. His youngest brother,

Charles l^ee, was Attonu'v-Geiu'ral in the second cabinet of Washing-
ton. Henry Lee was educated at Princeton College, Kew Jersey,

graduating thence in 1773. Int('nding the profession of law, he was
about to embark for England to ])ursu(‘ his studies under the diro(*lion

<if his relative, Bishop Rortims, of London, when tlu' commencement of
hostilities with the mother country changed his destiny. In May, 1776,
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he was appointed by the Viririiiia Convention a cajdain in the cavalry

regiment of Colonel Theodrick Bland, Jr., and in September, 1777,

joined the main army. By the stern discijdine which he introduced,

he was enabled to move with celerity and etiect, and his rapi<l and daring

system of tactics made “Lee’s Legion” highly elHcient. Besides l>eing

present at other important actions in the Northern Department, he was
at the battles of Brandywine, (rerinantown, and Springtield. He early

became a favorite of Washington, who selected his company as a body-

guard at Germantown. In tlie dithcult and critical o])crations in Penn-
syh^ania. New Jersey, and New York, 1777-1780, Lee was always placed

near the enemy, intrusted with the command of outposts, the su})erin-

tendence of scouts, and such like service, for which his skill, daring,

and self-possession pre-eminently iitted him. In January, 1778, Lee,

with only ten men, was attacked in a stone house by two hundred
British troopers, whom he repnlsed. He was soon after promoted to the

rank of major, with the command of an independent corps of two com-
panies of horse, afterward increased to three, and a bfKly of infantry.

He co-operated, as far as cavalry could act, in General Wayne’s attack

upon Stony Point, and procured the intelligence upon which it was })ro-

jected. July 19, 1779, he surprised the garrison of Panins Ho(dv, and
took one hundred and sixty prisoners. For his “prudence, address, and
bravery” in this affair Congress voted him a gold medal.

Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, November (>th, 1780,

Lee joined the Southern Army under General Nathaniel Greene, in

January, 1781. He was at once detached toward the Santee Piver, in

South Carolina, to co-operate with the famous “ Swam])-fox” IMarion,

and these officers were speedily engaged in the successful surprise of

Georgetown. During the retreat of Greene before Coi*nwallis, Leo’s

Legion formed the rear guard. Whilst watching the movements of

Cornwallis in North Carolina, he fell upon the Tory Colonel Pyle (who
was leading four hundred men to Cornwallis), and killed and captured
most of his command. At the battle of Guilford Court House, Lee
encountered the boastful and truculent Tarleton and drove liini back
with loss, afterward held his ground ob/stinately on Greene’s left wing,
and finally covered the retreat. It was by the advice of Lee that

Greene adopted the daring {)olicy <ff‘ not following Cornwallis into

Virginia, but of leaving that province to its fate, and marching south to

end the conflict in South (Carolina and Georgia. The result fully

vindicated the expediency of this policy. Lee with his Legion joining

the })artisan forces of Marion, by a serii's of vigorous operations reduced
Forts Watson, Motte, and Granby. Whih' on his way to join C’oloncl

Pickens he surj)rised ami took I’ort ( bdphin. Augusta wns tnkim attm*

a siege of sixteen days. He was also at the unsiu'cessful si('ge of Fort
Ninety-six. At the battle of Futaw his gallantry cont libutc'd grc>atly

to the successful result. Ja'c’s impi'lnous charge', causing the retreat of
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the British left wing, probably saved the army from defeat. In the
|

extensive sweep which Lee’s Legion made from tlie Santee to Augusta,
|

embracing from the 15th of April to the 5th of June, this cor})s, acting
|

in conjunction first with Marion, afterward with Pickens, and sometimes i

alone, had constituted the principal force which carried the British posts,
|

and made upward of 1,1G0 prisoners— about four times its own |

number.
j

The health of Colonel Lee under his incessant and arduous service !

gave way, and from the effects of disease his spirits, too, became de- |

pressed, and led to his retirement from a most brilliant and elective I

•career in the army, in January, 1782. His commander. General Greene, !

in a letter dated January 27th, 1782, expresses the deepest concern at
j

this determination of Colonel Lee, and acknowledges to him “ the greatest
j

•obligations—obligations which I can never cancel,” for “ sulcstantial i

service” of “ lasting reputation,” which are “ the best })anegyric that
j

can be given of your actions.” He continues: “I have the liighest
j

opinion of you as an officer, and you know I love you as a friend.”
^

Very soon after the return of Colonel Lee to Virtrinia, he visited j

“Stratford,” the seat of his kinsman. Colonel Philip Ludwell Lee, in !

Westmoreland County, on the bluffs of the Potomac, and in a short
|

time was happily married to iMatilda, the eldest daughter of his host. 1

In the midst of his happiness he did not forget the brave men he had
|

left in Carolina. His correspondence with General Greene, continued !

to the end of the war, is filled with evidences of the solicitude he felt !

for his soldiers. In 1786, Coloner Lee was elected to represent West-
moreland County in the House of Delegates of Virginia, and was a

representative in the Continental Congress, 1786-1788, and in the latter

year was a member of the Virginia Convention to decide upon tlie

Federal Constitution, of which compact he was a prominent advocate. s

He succeeded Beverley Randolph as Governor of Virginia, December
1st, 1791, serving until December 1st, 1794. After the disastrous

defeat of General St. Clair in the Xorthwest, in 1791, which moved
Washington to a j)roffine outburst of })assion, Lee is said to have been
the preference of the President to succeed St. (’lair; but a (piestion of

policy ami of precedency in rank prevailed, and General Anthony Wayne i

was appointed instead. General Lee, how(‘ver, in 1794, was commis-
sioned a iNbiJor-General, to command the forces raised to quell the

“Whisky Insurrection” in Western Pennsvl vania, and, advancing at

the head of 15,000 men, speedily silenced all tumult. In 1799, General
Lee was again in Congress, in which bodv lu' voiced the grief of tin*

American Nation upon the death of Washington, in the ap])ealing

eulogy in which occurs the enduring sentiment, " Fir4 in war, Jir4 in

peace, first in the he(trts of his eonntriiinniN In 1809, General Lee wrote
his “Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department of the United
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States,” wliich was repiihlished in 1827, with additions by his son, IMajor

Henry Lee, and again in 1869, with revisions and a l)iogi-aphy of the

author, by his son. General Kobert E. Lee, In 1811, General Lee
removed with his family to Alexandria, for the ])urpose of educating

his children. In the second war with England, after the first disastrous

campaigns in Canada, he was offered and accej)ted a .Major-General’s

commission in the army. Whilst making his arrangements to enter the

service, business called him to Baltimore, and, being an inmate of the

house of Mr. Hanson when the riot connected with the Federal Bepub-
lican newspaper occurred, he received injuries at the hands of the mob,
from vrhich he never recovered. The results of that night were fatal to

General Lingan. The injuries of Genend Lee nearly deprived him of

sight, and were otherwise so severe as to ]>revent his taking any part in

the war of 1812, and eventually terminated his life. It was thought
that a voyage to the West Indies and the influence of the mild climate

there might restore him. Here he remained until 1818, when, (lesi)air-

ing of recovery, he prepared to return home, lie intended first to land
at Savannah, Georgia, but only reached Cumberland Island on the

coast, where he was received at the home of iMrs. Shaw, the daughter
of General Greene. Here he died, March 25th, 1818, and was buried

on the island. In person. General Lee was about five feet nine inches

in height, well ])roportioned, of an open, noble, and benignant counte-

nance, and a dark complexion. His manners were fraidc and engaging,

and his disposition generous and hospital)le. He was twice married.

By his first wife, as stated, he had issue a son, Major Henry Lee,
diplomatist and author of ability, and a daughter, Lucy, who married
Bernard Carter. By his second wife, .\nne Hill, daugliter of Charles

('arter, of “Shirley,” James River, whom he married June R^th, 1794,
General Lee had issue: (diaries Carter, author and poet; Commodore
Sidney Smith, of the United States ami Confederate States navies;

and (General Robert Edward Lee, the peerless hero; and two daughters,

Anne Carter and Mildred, who married respectively William L. ^Mar-

shall and Edward Childe—the latter of Boston, IMassachusetts.

Of the military talents of Geiu'ral Henry Lee, General Greene said,
“ No man in the progress of the Southern camjiaign had e<|ual merits

with Lee;” and the “love and thanks” expressed to Lee in Washing-
ton’s letter, in 1789, show the aflection which his generous cpialities had
inspired. In these sketclu's of the eminent men of Virginia it will be
observed that the connection of many of them with tlie phi hint hrojiic

and beneficent fraternity of Eree Masons, of the jieriod of the Itevolu-

tion and subse(pient thereto, is noted. It has been assc'rted that nearly
every general officer in the Continental army, from Washington down.
Was a Mason. Erom a report submitu'd to tlu' (Jrand Lodge of \dr-

ginia in 18()7, by a venerable brother, IVyton Johnston, J7s(j., of Rich-
mond, it is evidenced that General J.iee was an earnest Mtison, and tliat
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on the red field of war lie practiced “Relief and Brotherly Love’’ in

savdng the life of Colonel Broun, a British officer, whom he recognized
|

masonically as a brother of the “^lystic Tie.” Lee County, funned in

1792 from Russell, was named in honor of General Lee.

EGBERT BROOKE.

Robert Brooke, the grandfiither of the subject of this sketch, a native

of England, of gentle descent and of classic education, accompanied
j

Robert Beverley, the historian, and Governor Spotswood, to Yii-ginia in
|

1710. He was a skilled and probably a |)rofessional surveyor. He must I

have been appointed surveyor of the Colony immediately upon or verv 1

soon after his arrival. He accompanied Governor Spotswood in his 1

famous expedition across the Blue Ridc’e ^Mountains, which set out from i

Williamsburg, August 20, 1710, and on the 5th of September following,
|

drank the health of King George I. on the summit of the Appalachian
range, and returning, the party reached “ Gcrmanna,” the seat of the

Governor, on the Rappahannock River, on the lOtli instant following.

Robert Brooke was decorated with one of the horseshoe badges described i

in the preceding sketch of Governor S[)Otswood. In 1736, Robert i

Brooke was one of the surveyors in behalf of His iMajesty, George II..
j

to determine the disputed boundaries of the Kortherii Keck Proprietary I

of Lord Fairfax.
|

The commi.ssioners in behalf the Crown were AVilliam Byrd, Jolin I

Robinson and John Grymes
;
Lord Faiilax Iteing represented by William

|

Fairfax, William Beverley and Charles Carter. Robert Brooke had I

several sons, the youngest of whom, Richard, married a 5Iiss Taliaferro, !

wdio brought him as a dowry the seat and estate “ Smithheld,” on the
j

Rappahannock, about four miles below Fredericksburg. By tradition,
j

the estate wais so called after Captain John Smith, the pioneer settler ot‘
j

Virginia. As mythical as this may appear, it is yet recorded that Smith I

ascended the Rappahannock with an exploring party in July, 1608, and
j

that Richard Featherstone, a “ gentleman ” of the ])arty, dying, he was
|

buried on the banks of the river near where Fredeidcksburg now stands.
\

Richard Brooke left four sons and a daughter by his wife as stated, and

a fifth son by a second marriage. He died in 1702, aged sixty years.

The two eldest sons, Laurence and Robert (under notice), were sent to

the University of Edinburg to be educated for the two learned proles-
j

sions, INIedicine and Law, and did not return until the American Revo-
j

lution was in progress.
j

Going over first to France, Dr. Laurence Brooke was appointed, through

the inlluencc of B(‘njamin Franklin, surgeon of the American privateer,

the “ Bonhomie Richard,” commanded by the celebrated John Paul Jones,

and was in the engagement with the “ Sera[)is” and all other actions of that
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memorable cruise. Robert Brooke was captured on his voyage to Amer-
ica and carried to New York, fnun whence he was sent back to England
by Lord Howe, the British xVdmiral. From England, Rol)ert Brooke
went into Scotland and from thence again got over to France, and i-e-

turned to Virginia in a French frigate that brought the arms supplied

the continentals by tlie French government. Burning with })atriotic

ardor, he joined at once a volunteer troop of cavalry commanded by
Captain Larkin Sniitli, was captured in January, 1781, in a charge of

dragoons by a C7iptain Loller, of Simcoe’s Queen’s Rangers at Westham,
six miles above Richmond (which raid is mentioned in the preceding

sketch of Governor Jefferson)
;
but was soon exchanged, returning to

the service. After the war he entered upon tlie practice of his

profession, in which he soon acquired distinction. In 1791 he
represented the county of Spotsylvania in the House of Delegates

of Virginia, and in the same year was elected Governor of the

State by the Legislature, entering upon his duties December 1st and
serving until Deceml)er 1,1796, when he was succeeded by James Wood.
In 1795 he was elected Grand IMaster of the Gi’and Lodge of xVncient

Free and Accepted iMasons of Virginia (having previously served as

Deputy Grand Master), and served until 1797. In 1798 he was elected

Attorney-General of Virginia over Bushrod Washington, the nejdiew of

George Washington, and who was afterward a Justice of the Siqu-eme
Court of the United States. Robert Brooke died in the office of Attor-

ney-General in 1799, aged thirty-eight years. His grandson, Robert T.

Brooke, Esq., an estimable citizen of Richmond, is the Treasurer of the

Virginia Historical Society. The county of Brooke, formed in 1797 from
Ohio county, commemorates the name of the Governor. The thii’d sou
of Richard Brooke, John, was a Lieutenant in the Revolution and a

pensioner of the State for gallant service. The fourth son, Francis T.

(born August 27, 1763), at tlie age of sixteen was a})pointed a first

Lieutenant in Colonel (afterward General) Charles Harrison’s Regiment
of Artillery, serving first in the campaign of General Lafayette during the

invasion of Lord Cornwallis. He was soon after ])laced in command of

the Magazine and Laboratory at Westham, six miles above Richmond,
with a force of seventy-live men. Although so young an olliccr, Captain
Brooke acquitted himself with skill and gallantry throughout the war, win-
ning encomiums uniformly from his several Generals, Harrison, Lafayette
and Greene. In 1788 he commenced the practice of Law in the counties
of IMonongalia and Harrison, and was soon appointed Attoriuw for the

Commonwealth of t!ie District Court of Morgantown. In 1790 he re-

moved to Essex cminty, which county he represented subsequently in

the House of Delegates, and in 1791 married Mary Randoljih, the

daughter of General Alexander Sjiotswood and a graiul niece of General
Washington. iNIrs. Brooke died in 1803, leaving four children, and
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Captain Brooke married secondly ]\Iary Champe Carter, bywliom lie 1 k;<]

two children. Captain Brooke was a member of the State Senatt;; inj

1800, and in 1804 Speaker of that body, and in the latter year was electe-l

a member of the General Court of Virginia, In 1811 he was eieeti <i

Judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals, of which he was long rresidenr.

By successive promotions he was appointed General of the first Brigade
of the State forces in 1802. He was the last Vice-President and pi'o-j

siding executive of the Virginia Branch of the Order of Cincinnati, the

funds of which, some 620,000, ultimately went, by the vote of the few sui -

viving members of the Order, about the year 1820, to the endowment ef

Washington College, now Washington and Lee University, Lexingtcn.
j

Va. Judge Brooke died March 3, 1851, widely revered for Ids sterling-

1

worth, and deeply lamented. A scarce little memorial, “ xV Xarrative j

of my Life; IVr my Family, by Francis T. Brooke,” privately ])j’inted.
\

in 1849, has furnished many of the facts in this sketch. The name
j

Brooke is of much earlier dating in Virginia than as above stated,
j

Nicholas Brooke, “ the younger, merchant,” being a ])atentee of 500 acres I

in hliddle Plantations, York county, August 13, 164G. !

The names of Henry, Hum})hrey, Paulin and George Brooke subse-

quently appear as grantees of land, and the name has been fretpienily

represented in the Legislative bodies of Virginia and in the army anu

navy of America, It has been asserted that all of the name of Brooke
as severally represented in Virginia, and by Roger Brooke in Maryland, \

the ancestor of the eminent jurist, Roger Brooke Taney, are of the same
lineage from the parent stock in England.

JAMES WOOD.

James Wood, the son of Colonel James Wod, the founder of Win-
chester, Virginia, was born about the year 1750, in Frederick County,
which he represented in the Virginia Convention of 1776, which framed i

the State Constitution. He was appointed by that body, Nov. 15,
j

1776, a Colonel in the Virginia line, and rendered gallant service in the
j

cause of Freedom, as well as in the defence of the fi-ontiers of Virginia

from the Indians. He was long a member of the State C'ouncil, and
|

by seniority in that body, Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia. Pie was '

elected Governor of the State, December 1, 1796, serving until De-
cend>er 1, 1799, when he was succeeded by Governor James IMonroe.

Governor Wood was subsequently commissioned a Brigadier-General of

State troops. He was also, for a time, President of the Virginia branch
of the Onler of Cincinnati. He died at Richmond, June 16, 1(813,

The county of AVood, formed in 1799 from Harrison county, was Tiamed

in commemoration of his patriotic services. The wife of Gcmeral AV’^ood,

who was Jean, daughtc'r of Rev. John Moncure, a Huguenot refugee,

who fled from religious persecution to Virginia, early in the eighteenth
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century, and was long the rector of Ov^erwliarton parish, Stafiord county^

survived her husband several years. Mrs. Wood was a lady of great

benevolence of character, and was gifted with both poetic a7ul musical

talents. Of her poetry, examples are preserved in the Southern Literarij

Messenger. She also frequently contributed to the newspaper press, and
left in ]\rS. a volume of unpublished poetry and sketches. j\lrs. Wood
spent the close of her life in pious works of charity and usefulness.

A noble monument to her philanthropy, is a society for the assistance

of indigent widows and children, which she founded with the assistance

of Mrs. Samuel Pleasants, and a Mrs. Chapman. It was styled the

“Female Humane Association of llichmond,'' and was incoiqtorated by
the Legislature of Virginia, in 1811. iNFrs. Vvhtod was the first Presi-

dent of the Society, and untiringly ])erfornied the somewhat arduous du-
ties of that responsible station until her death, in 1825, at the age of

sixty-eight years. Her grave is in the cemetery of the Robinson family,

a little beyond the western limits of Richmond, near the banks of James
river. Soon after the death of IMrs. M5)od, tlie Rev. John H. Rice,

President of Hampdeu-Sydney College, instituted an association of ladies

for the purpose of working for the benetit of poor tlieological students

of the College, and which, in compliment to Mrs. Wood, he called tlie

Jean Wood Society.

JAMES MONROE.

James Monroe succeeded Janies AVood as Governor of A^irginia, De-
cember 1, 1799, and served until December 1, 1802, when he was suc-

ceeded by John Page. He was again governor from January 4, 1811,
to December 5th following, when he was succeeded by George AVilliam

ISmith, Lieutenant-Governor of the State. An extended account of the

career of James ALonroo will be found in A'olume II. of this work, in

the serial of biographical sketches of presidents of the United States.

The period of the first service of James Monroe as Governor of AJr-

ginia was, however, marked by an event, tragical in its sequence, which
though frequently referred to as “Gabriefs Insurrection,” but few of the

present generation have any definite knowledge of, as there has been no
circumstantial account of it jiublished, since that which contenqiorane-

oiisly appeared in the ncwsjiajx'rs, of which but few tiles have been pre-

served, and they are practically inaccessible to the ])ublic. Some notice

of it, therefore, in these pages, can not but prove interesting.

In a message of Governor Monroe to the General Assembly of Vir^

ginia, dated December 5, 18()(), he states that on the oOth of August
preceding, about two o’clock in the afternoon, Air. Alosby Shepherd, a

reputable citizen of Henrico county, who resided about three miles north
of the city of Richmond, beyond a small stream known as the Hmok,
called upon him and informed him that he had just reccuved advice
from two of his slaves that the negroes in the neighborhood immtioned
inti'iided to rise that night, kill their masters and tludr families, and
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proceed to Richmond, Avliere they woidd l)e joined hv tlie necroes tliere,

and woidd seize all the public arms and ammunition, murder the white
inhabitants and take possession of the city. Thereupon Governor iMon-

roe took immediate measures to avert the threatened fell design by
stationing guanls at the state penitentiary, where tlie public arms were
deposited; at the magazine, and at the state capitol, and by disposing

the city troop of cavalry (commanded by Captain Moses Austin, then
conducting a shot tower in the city of Richmond, and who was subse-

quently noted as a Texan pioneer) in detachments to patrol the several

routes leading to the city iVom the suspected neighborhood. “ The close

of the day, however, was marked by one of the most extraordinary falls

of rain ever known in our country. Every animal sought shelter from
it.” The brook was in consequence so swollen in its volume as to be

impassable, thus inteiposing a bar to the execution oi‘ the ])ian of the

negroes. ISTothing occurred during the night of the alarming character *

suspected, to disturb the tranquillity of the city, and the only unusual
circumstance reported by the patrolling troopers in the morning folI(n\ ing, ,

was, that all negroes passed on the road, in the interval of tlie storm, ^

Avere going from the city, whereas it was their usual custom to visit it
:

on that night of the Aveek (Saturday), Avhich circumstance Avas not un- !

important, as it had been reported that the first rendezvous of the ne- i

groes Avas to be in the country. The saine precautions being again ob-
|

seiwed the succeeding night without develo})inents of the allegeil design,
'

GoA’ernor Monroe Avas on the point of concluding that the alarm Avas
|

groundless, Avhen from further information from .Major Mdlliam i\Iosby

and other gentlemen, residents of the suspected neighborhood, he Avas
;

fully satisfied that the insurrection had been planned by the negroes, and
|

that they still intended to carry it into effect. lie therefore convened 1

the ExecutEe Council of the State, on IMonday, September 1, aa’Iio took
j

such measures that in the afternoon of the same day tAventy of the i

negro conspirators Avere a})prehcnded on the estate of Colonel Thomas I

H. Prosser, a prominent and inlliu'iitial gentleman, and from those of
j

others in the suspected neighborhood, and brought to Richmond. “As i

the jail could not contain them, they Avere lodged in the })enitentiary.”
j

The ringleaders, or chiefs, had lied and Avere not then to be found.

Every day noAv threAv light on ihe diabolical plot and gave it addi-

tional im])ortance. In the progress of the trials of the cons})irators, it

Avas satisfactorily demonstrated that a general insurrection of the shiA'CS

in the State Avas conteni])lated bv the originators of the ])lot. A sjiecies

of organization had taken ])lace among them, and at a meeting ludd for

the purpose, they had elected a commander, one Gabriel, the shiA'e of

Colonel Prosser, and to Avlunn they had given the title of General.

They had also apjiointed subordinate olHcers, captains, sergeants, etc.
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94 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

They contemplated a force of cavalry, as well as of infantry, and had
formed a plan of attack on the city, which was to commence by settiiiL;

fire to the wooden biiiidinirs in the lower portion of it, called Kocketts,

with the expectation of attracting the inhabitants thither whilst they

assailed the penitentiary, magazine and capitol
;
intending, after captur-

ing these and getting possession of arms and ammunition, to meet the

})eople on their return and slaughter them. The accounts varied as to

the number who were to inaugurate the movement. According to the

testimony adduced in the trials of the conspiring wretches, it was
variously stated at from five hundred to ten thousand. It was manifest,

however, that it embraced a majority of the slaves in the city of Rich-

mond and its neighborhood, and lhat the combination extended to the

adjacent counties of Hanover, Caroline, Louisa, Chesterfield, and to the

neighborhood of Point of Fork in Fluvanna County, and there was good
cause to believe that the knowledge of the project pervaded other por-

tions, if not the whole of the State. It was suspected “that the design

was prompted by others who were invisible, but whose agency might be
powerful.” To meet such contingency. Governor Monroe called into

service the 9th, 19th and 23d, and a portion of the 33d regiments of

the State ]\Iilitia, which were chiefly stationed in Richmond and the

adjacent town of Manchester. The military force was gradually dimin-

ished, until, on the 18th of October following, the residue was dis-

charged.

The judicial disposition of the ring-leaders of the plot was summary,
five of them were executed on the 12th of September, and five more on
the 15th thereafter. “ General ” Gabriel, the sable chief, was appre-

hended on the 27th of the same month, in the city of Norfolk, and suf-

fered death in January following. The savage disposition of Gabriel,

according to the records of Henrico County Court, had, a year previous

to his final heinous conception, subjected him to punishment and lengthy

imprisonment for biting olf the ear of a fellow slave. In the testimony
given by the witnesses (who were all negroes), in the trials of the con-

spirators, there were some curious as well ns characteristic communica-
tions made. The whole plot was stujiidly conceived, with a provision

ludicrously trilling. The entire armament captured, consisted of twelve
rude swords which had been manufactured from scythe blades by one
of the conspirators, Solomon, the l)rotherof “ General” Gabriel, a black-

smith, and the slave, also, of Colonel Prosser. A broken pistol was
also owned by one of the cons}>irators, and it was stated by some of the

witnesses at the trial, that “ General ” Gabriel had provided also six

guns, ten pounds of gunpowder, and live hundred bullets, which he had
moulded. It was evidently the expectancy of the bloody-minded
wretches to secure, primarily, arms from tlic residences of their masters,

whose households were to be the unsus})ecting victims of midnight
assassination. As in the case of Nat. Turner, the leader in the sul)sc-



.?.V. ! .\YA^>‘AV1

Ki

I 5»;;!: // itffJ.'bu 'lo >>r. Ho’/V Hii ,

I)...,
•/ ! ‘'VMCJ/''aiOO ''J

oo'lut f.

,,,„„ , ! .v,u:,i'uiioa .) i;««
j ,;„iii,ii,,.: „->lx>ow OliJ O! -nil

,,,;l.„,li ,1! to
.,rir ’ip ;..i!r,v«(y,3 oA iUi'"

•firhi..) ,v,jihi:>lHi'XI '<(il

Ij.iji'. -i-';;!'.
-i’’,, (uilir: b.in jKoilt 5|Ui.

j .,,.,111 >'! 1) 111 ,

'-‘‘''V,

‘

no alq-Vj-i

yr. Ii‘)'n,.v ulurncriH ‘''-i
,„i yj -/lavi oiivi lodnimV'''*

I „i ;ini!>-i" ’'->i--

^ ; i, ;'., ,„i, „j I,.y, 111,i,11 Yiioiiii)ar»

,, ,li
-nn,<iaiio:i ‘

'

| ,„jt i ui '(jsiiohR'f

Miw )i .l.nunoa,
.y

DmU .«vownrf

..,i)! lo ()h prf’ III wvbU ail) ..
i„„,,!..,,,i,iMio(i >,)i bflo Iniom

II ,,i b'jIniMzfi iR.i)Kimlin;j'' t v.-iijniiH to ipbniioo iaMRvf'a

I. f,i fimi .tiiyrtTJJayil-J .K'-nJ'-'-i -^'"V . baoilwiriyiin

•,.j,lto IwluiMail
^ .^ili .»lm!-*i -Jill toil'ii.anuiJ

a ton;
mi po'ini'l'-

^
‘ ,I,ih .,1)0 aA anviaa

''""‘aiiw anli'-n ail) .snwiA"' * 'to 9fh iiO

I

l)f«r. ,.!k:hoX ‘1o -fin oil) ni
^ v<ii;wn):l ni

'.^ii-il I'DB jiwiiianiinii <i>
i “

.Jill ho uniiiu 'iiil Jii3iaiio*i’“l“"

o'^ij.,,,. yii nl .a-iiili: foilY iilonlrn ‘-.A -(il I'-'i'a

„., ,j,ij
•,.. p,lnii) -.lU

.iiiAna ainoii 9f<" 'a-'-iA .'.lAirii.iu

Iinmimi'i!) ailan-ihiii'iinb =« ' ’." '.•
'

: ,
]

j.„ ,„n’ .ylip.m iiioil

.oiv.,.,., II iDM/

rl .m ‘to Iva'iniiai)
„,,,„| 1 ,1 ,a ,l•,ill•« alnov/a 9f>i)i

)„ V4 ..-'lllllia !)llf.V>?
l‘, .,(|’.,|ll ,II..|II,l»)^, .BW)llli<F'9’

i-H ,a. jinn .Am.

,1) 'to Ofni. Yil
mil) ,liA) ‘all <'^<whh

lAii l..,l)ivoT! i.r.il r.Miili.-.) Ii-1
1

_ ..^ ,„,,-i„,.,l,mi<>iin-.).i.mi«

i.a ..ilil'.iii- .WJ‘A‘,i,i liytoiinif ,I
‘ .iKiI.lnimi

,,!',iim.vlx,i.i<l 9if) l9 ’'I
,, vlhiiiiiii'l .'iy>''>‘>i *’* .‘ii''l'*i’''

.•lolawii li'iriJ 'la *'
'''’''"V’

‘

;,a, ei’l o) wir xhloilia-noil 9'-"“'"

Sf.'.:i,':;',
3S^?53&'i.



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 95

qiient and more serious insurrection which occurred in Soutluimpton

County, in August, 1831, religious fanaticism seems also to have been

a factor in Gabriefs insurrection, as it was urged by Martin, one of the

prime instigators, that God had said in the Bible, “ If we will worship

him, we should have peace in all our land, five of you shall conquer an
hundred, and a hundred, a thousand of our enemies.” A piece of silk,

for a flag, w^as to be provided, with the motto Death or Liberty” in-

scribed upon it. “None of the whites were to be spared except

Quakers, Methodists and French people, unless they agreed to the free-

dom of the blacks, in which case they would at least cut off one of their

arms.” It wais also designed to send a messenger to the nation of

Catawba Indians in Nortli Carolina, and to request their co-operation.

The immunity stated as having been designed the Quakers, might have
been actuated by a consciousness of the active })hilanthropy of that

society towards the negroes, but why Methodists should be spared is

less satisfactorily comprehended. Perhaps there were many followers

of that church among the negroes. The coincidence of the mercy to the

French, and the proposed mission to the Catawba Indians is strikingly

curious, and affords grounds for the supposition that a tradition had
lingered in the minds of the benighted negroes of the dread French and
Indian War of some fifty years previous. The Indians of North C'aro-

lina, it may be added, had given the colonists much trouble some forty

years earlier, even in the administration of Governor Spotswood. The
matter is one to engage interest and speculative thought. An exem})li-

fication of the characteristic superstition of the negro is afforded in the

desire of the conspirators to “enlist the oidlavdish {i. e., foreigners)

people, because they were supposed to deal with witches and wizai’ds,

and of course useful in armies, to tell when any calamity was to befall

them.” Monroe County, now in West Virginia, formed in 1799 from
Greenbrier County, was named in honor of Governor, afterwards

President, Monroe.
JOHN PAGE.

No patriot among the worthies who have illumined the annals of the

Old Dominion could boast a more widely honored lineage and more in-

fluential family connections than the distinguished subject of this sketch,

John Page, of “Ilosewcll,” Gloucester county, Virginia. John Page,
the first of the fiimily in the Colony, a relative of Sir Gregory Page,
baronet of Greenwich, County Kent, Englaml, was born in England,
about the year 1627; emigrated to Virginia in 1650; married in 1656,

Alice Luckin, of County Essex, Englaud
; became a member of the

Colonial Council; died January 23, 1692, in the county of York, and
was buried in Bruton parish churcliyard, Williamsburg, Virginia. A
chaste and substantial monument was erected over his remains in 1878,
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90 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

by Dr. R. C. M. Page, of Xew Yoi'k City, a descenclant. N ^IS. legacy

of pious instructions from Hon. John Page, to his children, was })ul)-

lished in 1856, under tlie title of n “Deed of Gift,” l\v the late Bisho])

Wm. Meade, of Virginia. iUatthcw, the second son of lion. Jolni Page,

was born in 1659, and died Jamiary 9, 1703, at his seat, “Rosewell,”

in Gloucester county. He was also a member of the Couneil, and one
of the members of the original board of trustees of AVilliam and iMary

College. He married, in 1089, JMary, only child and heiress of John
and ^lary Mann, of “ Timbenieck,” Gloucester county. Of their chil-

dren, jMann was the only survivor, born in 1691; member of the Coun-
cil; died January 24, 1730, at “Rosewell,” the imposing mansion at

which seat, still standing, he coinjdeted the year of his death
;
his tomb

is also there. He was twice married; hrst, in 1712, to Judith, daughter
of Hon. Ralph ^Yormeley, secretary of the Colony, and secondly, in

1718, to Judith, second daughter of Hon. Rol)crt (“King”) Cartel-.

Mann, the eldest child of the second marriage, born about 1718; mar-
ried first in 1743, Alice, daughter of Hon. John Grymes, of jMitldlesex

county, a member of the Council; married secondly, about 1748, Anne
Corbin, daughter of Hon. John Tayloc, of “Mount Aii-y,” Sjiotsylvania

county, a member of the Council. John I'age, the eldest child of the

first marriage, and the subject under notice, was born at “Rosewell,”
April 17, 1743 (old style). After ]irivatc tuition under the Ih'v. AVilliam

Yates, and one learned and worthy AVilliam Piice, he entered the

grammar school of William and IMary (\»llcge in 1760, and graduated
from that institution in 1763, with distinction. His classical attain-

ments brought him under the favorable notice sticccssively of the Colo-

nial Governors Dinwiddic, Fau<iuier, Lord Botetourt, and the Earl of

Dunmore. He was a})pointed a \4sitor oiAVilliam and Mary College

ill 1708, and in 1773 repiescntcd it in the House of Burgesses, and was
also a member of the Council, and by his opposition in that body, in

1775, to the measures of Loi-d Dunmore, incurred his dis])leasure, jiar-

ticularly in boldly advising him to give u]-) the gun])owdcr which the

Governor had seized. C'ontinuing in the Virginia Assemblv, he was
distinguished by his talents and patriotism, and as a member of the

Committee of Satety, in 1775, and of the First Council under the Con-
stitution, in 1770, and as Lientenant-Governor of the Commonwealth,
he rendered important services in the Rev(4utioiiary struggle. He also

contributed frc(4y Irom his j^rivatc fortune to the public cause, and
served as coloiu-1 of militia from Gloucester county in 1781. In the

midst of exacting jtnblic service, and the exciting events of the jicriod

of the incipiency ol' the American Revolution, John Ihige yet found time

for investigations in natui-al and in physical sciimce, of which evidences
in his MS. of iNR'tcorological Observations have been ])rescrved, one of

them being in tlu' ])osscssion of the present writer. In testimony of his

attainments, John l‘agc was, June 10, 1774, elected the first jiresident
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 07

of the “Society for the x\dvancemciit of Useful Kuowledyc,” in \dr-

ginia. lu 1784 he served vith Bishop James ^Madison and Bohert
Andrews, of Virginia, and Andrew Ellicott, of I’eniisylvania, in ascer-

taining and fixing the boundary line between the two states. In 1785
he was a lay deputy from the convention of the Protestant U}>iscopal

Church in Virginia, with Rev. Dr. David Griffith and Rev. Samuel S.

McCroskey, D.D.
,
in the National Convention held in New York City.

In 1789 he was elected one of the earliest representatives in Congress
from Virginia, upon the adoption of the Federal C'onstitntion— tlie s('at

of government being at that time in the city of New York—and con-

tinued to act in that capacity until 1797. In 1794 he served as lieuten-

ant-colonel commandant of a regiment from Gloucester county in tlie

.suppression of the “ Wliiskey Insurrection” in western Pennsylvania.

In 179G and 1799 he published xVddrcsses to the Ikople, and in 1800
was a Presidential elector. December 1, 1802, he succeeded James
Monroe as Governor, filling the office most acceptably, and by two suc-

cessive annual re-elections, under the provisions of the state constitu-

tion, serving until December 1, 1805, when, not being eligible again

until after an interval of four years, he was succeeded by William II.

Cabell. In 1806 Governor Page was ajipointed by Jefferson PTnited

States Commissioner of Loans for Virginia, and acted in that capacity

until his death at Richmond, October 11, 1808. He was buried in the

churchyard of the venerable sanctuary of St. John, at Richmond, and
his grave, in the eastern portion of the grounds, was unmarked until

ISSljWvhon Dr. R. C. M. Page, of New York, reverently placed

over his remains a handsome tomb of Carrara marble. Governor
I'age was twice married, first, about 1765, to d’rances, daughter of Colonel

Robin and Sarah (daughter of “Scotch Tom” Nelson) Burwell, who
dying in 1784, aged thirty-seven years. Governor Page married secondly

in 1789, in New York City, Margaret, daughter of William Lowther,

of Scotland. By the first marriage he had twelve children, nine of

whom survived
;
of these nine, five married sons and daughters of their

illustrious kinsman, General Thomas Nelson. Of eight children, the

issue of the second marriage, only two married. The descendants of

Governor Page com])rise tlie worthy names of Nelson, Smith, Digges,

Pendleton, INIeade, Berkeley, Blair, Anderson, Saunders, and others.

The county of Page, formed from those of Rockingham and Shenan-
doah, in 1831, was named in honor of Governor Page. The following

is a just tribute to his worth: “lion. John Page was, from his youth, a

man of pure and unblemished life. He was a ]iatriot, a statesman, a

philosopher, and a Christian. From the commencement of the Ameri-
can Revolution to the last hour of his life he exhibited a firm, intlexible,

unremitting, and ardent attachment to his country, and rendered her

very important services. His conduct was marked by uprightness in all
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the vicissitudes of life—in the prosperous and calamitous times through
which he passed—in seasons of gladness and affliction. He was not only
the patriot, soldier, and politician, the well-read theologian and zealous

churchman—so that some wished him to take orders, with a view to

being the first bishop of Virginia—but he was a most affectionate

domestic character.”
There arc two original portraits of Governor Page in existence.

One representing him as a handsome youth, at the age of fourteen
years, said to have been painted by the celebrated Benjamin West,
and now in the possession of his descendant. Dr, K. 0. M. Page, of
New York City, who generously presented the State of Virginia, in

October, 1880, with a copy by G. P. A. Healey, of New York Cit}',

and which copy is in the State Inbrary at Pich-mond, Virginia. The
other, by Charles Wilson Peale, is in the Museum of the Indepen-
dence Hall building, Philadelphia.

j

WILLIAM H. CABELL.
|

The ancestry of William H. Cabell unites several of the worthiest <

of the families of the Old Dominion, whose qualities are avouched in an i

extensive connection which it is believed now links almost every family
i

of prominence in the State, and numbers honored representatives through-
i

out our Union. His paternal ancestor, William Cabell, born March 1,

1687, at Warminster, Wiltshire, England, of an ancient family (said to !

have been originally from Spain, and thus indicated in the family arms,
j

and name, originally Caballos), was a surgeon in the British navy, and
|

settled in Virginia about 1724, acquiring extensive landed possessions I

which enriched his descendants. Two brothers, the heads of an estimable I

family in Virginia, Joseph (founder of the historic seat “Powhatan,” i

near Richmond), and William Mayo, of the family of Poulshot, England,
j

who came to Virginia in 1728, after having made some stay at Bridge- i

town, Barbadoes, were near relatives of Dr. Cabell, their mothers being
1

sisters. William Mayo ran the dividing line between Virginia and North
Carolina in 1728, under Colonel William Byrd, laid out the cities of

Richmond and Petersburg, and was the surveyor of Goochland County
when it embraced botli sides of James River to the A})pomattox River, on

the south, and from Henrico and Chesterfield counties, respectively, to

the Blue Ridge. Of the issue of the first marriage of Dr. (labell with

Miss Elizabeth Birks, of one daughter and four sons, Nicholas, the

youngest, of “Liberty Hall,” born Octobc'r, 1750, died August 18,

1806, was the father of the subject of the })resent sketch, who may be

deemed to continue satisfactorily this narrative in a brief autobiogra])hy

whicli has been kindly supplied the writer by his friend Alexander
Brown, Esq., a worthy representative of the family: “I was born De-
cember 16, 1772, at ‘ Boston Hill,’ about five iniK's distant from Car-

tersville, in Cumberland County, Virginia, the residence of my maternal
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grandfather, Colonel George Carrington, whose wife was Anne, daughter
of AVilliam Mayo, of Powhatan County. I am the eldest son of Colonel

Nicholas and Hannah (Carrington) Cabell. From the spring of 1782
to the spring of 1783 I attended school from my father’s [Liberty Hall,

Nelson County, Virginia,] to George Lambert, a teacher of English.

From March, 1784, to Christmas following, I went to school at riiy

maternal grandfather’s, ih the county of Cumberland, to Mr. James
Wilson, where 1 commenced the study of the Latin language. In Feb-
ruary, 1785, I entered Hampden-Sidney College, where I continued

until September, 1789. In February, 1790, I entered William and
Mary College, where I continued until July, 1793 [graduating, then,

B. L.]. In the fall of 1793 I went to liichmond to complete the study

of the law, and remained there till June 13, 1794, when, after examina-
tion by Judges Joseph Prentis, James Henry, and William Nelson, I

was licensed to practice law. On the 9th of April, 1795, I married
[Rev. Mr. O’Neal officiating] Elizabeth, youngest daughter of Colonel

William Cabell, ol' ‘Union Hill’ [his father’s brother], in whose family

I lived until his death in 1798, and afterwards with his widow, at

‘Union Hill,’ till the 29th of January, 1801, when I moved to my
own home at ‘ xMidway.’ My first wife died November 5, 1801, and
was buried at ‘Union Hill.’ Shortly after this I went to Charleston,

South Carolina. I returned the following spring. I had been elected to

the Assembly [from Amherst county] in the spring of 1790. I was also

in the Assembly of 1798, and voted for the famous resolutions of that

session. I was an elector at the first election of iNIr. Jeflerson, and filled

the same office again [at his second election]. I was a member of the

Assembly in the years 1802, 1803, 1804. On the 1 1th of iNIarch, 1805,

1

was married to Agnes Sarah Bell [born August 22, 1783; died February
15, 1863], eldest daughter of Col. Robert Gamble, of Richmond [a native

of Augusta C’ounty, who having creditably served throughout the Ibn'o-

hition, particularly distinguishing himself as an officer with Lieutenant
James Gibbon, in leading the memorable forlorn ho])e at Stony Point,

settled, after the war, in Richmond, and amassed in mercantile pursuits

a handsome comj)etence. He was killed by a fall from his Inn-se in the

streets of Richmond, April 12, 1810, in the fifty-sixth year of his age.

His tomb is in the churchvard of the venerable St. John’s, at Richmond.
The wife of Colonel Gamble was Catharine, a daughter of iUnjor Robert
Grnttan, of the lineage of the celebrated leader of the Irish Parliament,
and who built the first stone mill in the Shenandoah Valley, and from
its manufacture contributed to the two hundred barrels of flour sent bv
the ]ieo})le of Augusta County to the distressed city of Boston, during the

British siege of 1776. The second daughter of Colonel Gamble, I'iliza-

beth Washington, born flanuary 30, 1784, became, in 1802, the second
wife of the celebrated William VJrt, Attorney-General of the ITnited

States, etc. She was tlie author of Flora's Victhmmj, published in
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Baltimore in 1829, and died at Annapoli?:, Maryland, January 24, 1857.
|

The relations between Governor Cai)cll and Mdlliani Wirt, thus closely
j

established, were ever afterwards the most intimate, touchiug, and con-
|

fidential. The commodious stuccoed residence of Colonel Gamble is still

standing, unchanged in appearance, on the hill designated by his name :

in Kichmond, and overlooks the famed Tredegar Iron Works], In
|

April, 1805, I was again elected to the Assembly, and attended as a s

member, but within a few days (r)ecend)er, 1805) after the commence- 1

meiit of the session, 1 was elected Governor, in which ofiice I continued
|

for three years, until December, 1808, when 1 was elected by the Legis- I

lature a Judge of the General Court, being commissioned by Governor
]

John Tyler, December 15, 1808, which office I held till April, 1811,
|

when I was elected a Judge of the Court of A])])eals, being appointed !

Aiarch 21, 1811, by Governor Monroe and the Privy ('ouiicil, and cjuali- 1

fying April 3, 1811. 1 was elected also by the I.egdslature, December 7,
{

1811, and then commissioned by Governor George M'illiam .Smith. After
]

the adoption of the new constitution of Virginia [1830] I was again re-
|

elected a Judge of the Court of Ap})cals, April 11, 1831, and commis-
j

sioned by Governor John Floyd. And on tlie 18tli of January, 1842, I j

was elected president of that court, and commissioned by Lieutenant- !

Governor John Rutherfoord, and qualified and took my seat January 20,
|

1842.” It may be added that Judge Cabell continued to serve as
j

President of the Court of Appeals until 1851, when he retired from the
|

bench. He died at Richmond, January 12, 1853, widely revered for

his virtues and deeply lamented, and was interred in Shockoe Hill

Cemetery. At a called meeting of the Court of Appeals and bar of

Virginia, held in Richmond, January 14, glowing resolutions in testi-

mony of the singular purity of character and excellences of Judge Cabell

were passed, which were published in the American Times of January
19, 1853. From thence the following is extracted;

^‘Resolved, That we cherish, and shall ever retain, a grateful reraeinhrance of

tlie signal excellence of the Honorable William H. Cabell, as well in Ids privalf
as in his public life. There were no bounds to tlie esteem which he deserved and
enjoyed. Of conspicuous ability, learning and diligence, there combined there-

with a simplicity, uprightness and courtesy, which left nutiung to be supplied
to inspire and confirm conlidence and respect. It was as natural to love and
honor him; and both loved and honored was lie by all who had an op[)ortiinity

of observing his unwearied benignity or his conduct as a judge. In that capacity
wherein he labored for forty years in onr Supreme Comt of Appeals, having pre-

viously served the State .as (foveriior and Circuit Judge, such was Ids uidldrm
gentleness, application and ability; so impartial, patient and just was lie; of such
remarkable clearness of perception and perspicuity, jirecision and force in stating

his convictions, that he was regarded wit h warmer feel ings than those of merely
ollieial reference. To him is duo much of the credit which may be claimed for

our judicial system and its literature. It was an occasion of profound regret,

when his infirmities of ag<>, about two years since, reipdred him to retire from tlu'

bench, and again are we ri'iidiided, by his death, of the irreparalile loss sustained



.WJvVY.V.WUl tV/.l.

It «i<l -C*
U'linip.ii-'l*

'"I,;’’*,'
„

'j
i-wvi. I«m ,!«wiikWH. «<

lr.l)ll )l'« ...l'- .vlt.m'H-:/- ' •

,

.
Ilililivl IIm! .IlKltHS.Il

^
,.1, Will •I''''""-’"

„ t ...ino Kf-im

i o^it V(l h )»•.)•)!•••

.
I i )

1
aoiiH i<>'^

ill io yiLibiA. O’iiDkI

.,J
IH! bl.„l 1 i»aui

4 ..,,,. .4^A
: ,1^’ vn m

,,, tmii
J1.I I'lii-

I j
j^„ivl

,!a„..>r.a ..mi>ii*.-4 >.i 'iii', x<>
.-.wh tm« .iwt

lA .ri.imHmml!;/ arillo oollq«l>»
0.J1

/-Rif > V’"?"
. f »

, t-ti'd' ) ul)
"

1o ogliut b I'ciloul*

i::,;r.;i“i:i -if ;,3i: IV"£3

,

H ni l-YnYin, wivi .ytol^moO

, -.ikI ivm: Mr.af(<)A to
? ,,.,^,,.," 1 . lriiom<I'>iH tv !>l9 ii .I'-iiitSf /

.:? -.K'i:..lo»-i titiiwol'j V . tYl . V 1HI.-I tBliWttw It'll V“-“
'to »•>»,oUw.;.

'‘ib
itVuU ,lt^n

,,vlM -i.i ni U«, -n .nWi: > It ’ nu «9 ,ir .'.Ul siWo'i m

,0 :; I „iiii.n « Ki'JiU
' Vi V .001,v/i.iur »o.iml!in.l" .Vii'iil'in'"’, ®

,,r. -ivr. -It liniiiiin '< ‘} •/ ‘
, J ! ,.1 l,,.,- 1 ,T/..I ill'xl bn. :

mill i.n'oit

,„i I..,,,:.:!'.
'..I '.' I"

‘i
«li IHI" moi-.».-.l'';’»>i"t

MirnH.ii i.ii •' "1 "'i'l
^i,r.,.f ,i,.,i..,imn « •"•



ROBERT BROOKE,
Governor of Virginia, 1794-6.





102 VinOINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

The General Assembly of Virginia also passed a series of resolutions

in testimony of the eminent worth of Judge Cabell, and eulogies deliv-

ered in that body alike warmly exhibit the profound regard in which
he was held.

It may he noted that it was during the incumbency of Judge Cabell

as Governor of Virginia, that the serious disputes with England began,

first in the wrangles on the subject of naturalization and ])rotectioii of

British seamen, which gave rise, in June, 1807, to the attack on the

frigate “ Cdiesapeake,” by the British sloop-of-war “ Leopard,” one of the

preliminary instigations to the war of 1812.

Another event in the administration of Governor Cabell served to

make it memorable—the examination and trial of Aaron Burr, at liich-

mond, before Chief Justice John Marshall, in the spring and summer
of 1807, for treason in an alleged design to found an empire in the

western part of America. I\ressrs. John Wickham, Edmund Randolph,
and Benjamin Botts, eminent lawyers, residents of Richmond, and the

celebrated Luther Martin, of Maryland, were the counsel of Burr.

Alexander McRae and George Hay, of Richmond, and the brilliant

William Wirt, were associated with Caesar Rodney, the Attorney-Gen-
eral of the United States, in the prosecution. Colonel Edward Carring-

ton, a distinguished soldier of the Revolution, was foreman of the jury
which sat in the case, and which had been formed with much difficulty

by repeated venires, summoned from all portions of the State.

So high had been the official position of the accused, and with so

much interest was his character and alleged designs invested, and such
was the legal talent engaged, that the trial attracted to Richmond dis-

tinguished visitors from various portions of the Union, among them
the future President, the fiimous Andrew Jackson, Avho jourjieyed from
Tennessee on horseback. The result, as is well known, was the ac-

quittal of Burr, but the suspicion of which he was prevailingly the sub-

ject, seemed to attend him through the remainder of his life, and
utterly blasted all of his cherished hopes for political preferment. He
led a precarious existence hencefortli, and died in s(|Ualor and neglect

on Staten Island, New York, Sc])tembcr 14, 18o(), in the eighty-first

year of his age.

By the first marriage of Judge Cabell lie had issue three children :

Nicholas Carrington, born Februai'V 9, 1790, lawyer, died October 13,

1821, unmarried; Louisa Elizabeth, born Eebruary 19, 1798, married.

May 23, 1820, Harry Carrington, of Charlotti' County, ^hl., (lie<l Janu-
ary 8, 1805; Abraham Josepli, M.D., born April 24, 1800, died Octo-
ber, 1831, in Florida, unmarried. Of tlu' issue of his second marriage,

Doctors Robert G., and J. Grattan Cabell, distinguished physicians, and
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Colonel Henry Coalter Cal)ell, a gallant officer of artillery in the Con-
federate Army, in tlie late war, and a prominent member of the bar,

are well-known citizens of Richmond. xVnothcr son, Edward Carrington

Cabell, at one time a member of Congress, resides in the State of

Missouri.

The county of Cabell, formed in 1809 from Kanawha County, was
named in honor of Governor Cabell.

JOHN TYLER.

To the golden worth of the subject of the present sketch the great

statesman, Henry Clay, publicly bore the following ardent testimony :

“I knew the father of the President, Judge Tyler, of the Supreme
Court of Virginia, and a purer patriot or a more honest man never

breathed the breath of life. I am one of those who hold to the safety

which flows from honest ancestors and the purity of blood” (Cour/rcs-

siomd Globe, Vol. VIII, p. 345). Some interesting communications re-

garding early representatives of the name Tyler in England, and its

curious etymological changes, are ])resented in a correspondence, held

in 1852, between President Jf)hn Tyler and Rev. IVilliam Tyler, of

Massachusetts, as to their common lineage. It is conjectured there

that the first of the name who settled in England was of ISorman origin,

and accompanied thither William the Conqueror, and assisted him to

throw off the Saxon power which went down with Harold, and who was
a beneficiary in the parceling out of lands in 1202, under the name of

Gilbert de Tder; which, in 1233, was rendered de Tyler, then le Tyler

when the race became more numerous—being represented in Parliament
by Thomas le Tyler in 1311—and finally Tyler, a numerous family, in-

cluding Knights, Baronets, Admirals in the Navy, jMembers of Parlia-

ment and distinguished Divines; but the subject of our sketch, regard-

less of titles, was prouder of the tradition which declared him a veritable

descendant of Wat Tyler, the great blacksmith of English history, who
in the reign of Richard H., led the glorious rebellion which forced the

reconfirmation of Magna Charta
;
bearing testimony to his sincerity in

the name of his fii-st born son, Wat Henry, called after the two great-

est rebels in English history, Wat Tyler and Patrick Henry. The
received tradition is that the ancestor of the family in Virginia, Henry
Tyler, was one of three' brothers from l8hi'oj)shirc, England, the other two
settling severally in Massachuse tts and Rhode' Island. Ile'ury Tyler first

apj)oars in the records of \drginia, January 7, 1()52, as a patentee e)f lands

in James City County, at “The INTiddle Plantations,” where Williams-
burg now stands. He was a man of station and iidluence. When,
after the elestruction e>f the State House at .Jamestown by tire. Governor
Nicholson, in 1()99, removed the seat of government to Middh; Plantii-

tions, the General Assembly by act laid olf the city of Williamsburg, as
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the new capital, on the lands of Henry Tyler, “ Gentleman.” He was
named with the Governor, ICdmiind jenings, Philip Ludwell, Thomas
Ballard, Lewis Bnrwell, Philij) Ludwell, Jr,, John Page, James Whaley
and Benjamin Harrison, Jr., trustees and directors to carry the same
into efieet. He retained lands ihr the site of a residence for himself, ad-

joining the Governor’s “ palace,” and was on terms of friendship with

Governor Nicholson. Henry Tyler served as sheriff of York County,

and died in 1710, leaving with other issue two sons, Francis and John.

The latter settled in James City C’ounty
;
was a vestryman of Bruton

parish ; married Elizabeth Tyler, and died about 1737, leaving issue a

dauglUer, Joanna, wlio married Dr. William iMclvenzie, of an ancient

Scotch family; and three sons, John, Henry and William. John Tyler,

the eldest son, married Anne, daughter of Dr. Louis Contesse, a Hugue-
not refugee from religions persecution, and a distinguished physician;

he was marshal of the Vice Admiralty Court, and died August Lhi,

1773, at his ancestral home in James City County, leaving issue

:

Elizabeth, who married John Greenhow; Rachel, who married, first,

AVilliam Drummond, and secondly. Colonel Stith Hardyman, (J Charles

City County; L uiis Contesse
;
Anne Contesse, who married Dr,

Anthony Tucker Dixon, and Joanna, who married iMajor Wood Boul-

din, of Charlotte County. Of the above, John Tyler, the subject of

this sketch, was born February 28, 1747. He entered the grammar
school of William and Mary College, in the eighth year of his age, and
graduated from the college in due course. He then studied law for five

years in the otlice of Robert Carter Nicholas, in Williamsburg, Jefferson,

four years his senior in age, was a >tudent there, also, at the same time,

with George Wythe. Alike devoted to jiopular right, and both lovers

of the fiddle, as many other eminent Virginians have been, there was
early cemented lietween these ardent youths a friendship which endured
with their lives. Together they tested their musical skill, to the dis-

comfiture of the future author of the Declaration of Independence, who
so envied the bow arm of young Tyler, that he declared were that arm
his own he would yield to no man living in the excellence of his per-

formance. Together they listened to Patrick Henry, the “ forest born
Demosthenes,” in his famous pliilippic against (deorge HI., with like en-

kindling emotions. So earnestly were the symjiathies of young Tvler
enlistetl in the cause of colonial riglUs, and so outspoken were his senti-

ments, that tiiey led him into contentions with his father, to whose
loyal sensibilities such utterances were all but im]nous. His remon-
strances being futile, he would dubiously shake his head and depreciat-

ingly say to his la'bellious son: ‘‘Ah, John! they will hang you yet!
They will hang you yet !

” Mr. Tyh'r, having been duly licensed, for a

time ])racticed his profosiiui in James C’ity, but in 1772 removed to

Charles City, probably as otlering a less crowded field to a young aspir-
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ant, but there was another reason amply alluring. In a jNIS. volume
of poetical essays by him, still extant, there are some lines, dated 1774,

in which the charms of a daughter of the “ County of Presidents,’^ are

glowingly portrayed. This lady, iMary, the daughter of Kobert Armi-
stead (a descendant from AVilliam D’Armstadt of Hesse, who settled in

Virginia about 1650), at the age of sixteen became the wife of John
Tyler, in 1776, at “Weyanoke,” the seat of Colonel Samuel Harwood,
on James Kiver. The mother of Airs. Tyler was the daughter of

Colonel Samuel Shield, a worthy representative of a family of sterling

virtues.

At a meeting of the freeholders of Charles City County, held

December 17, 1774, Benjamin Harrison was appointed chairman of a

committee consisting of eJohn Tyler, William Acrill, Francis Eppes,
Samuel Harwood, David Alinge, John Edloe and some others, who were
charged with the duty of looking to the observance of the regidations

of an association lately recommended to Congress, to prevent the use of

merchandise shipped from Great Britain and Ireland. The march in

April, 1775, of Patrick Henry, to recover the powder removed by Dun-
more from the magazine at AVilliamsburg, kindled the martial spirit of

the colonists to fiercest heat. They were everywhere eager to rush to

the standard of Henry. Tyler, at the head of a company from Charles

City County, was among the first to thus organize, but the ready indem-
nity offered by the terrified Dunmore, gave him no opportunity for

immediate service. On September 11th following, deputies from the

district of which Charles City was a county, assembled at AAulliamsburg,

to take into consideration the military aspect of affairs. A battalion

was resolved on with the following; officers : Colonel, Champion Travis

;

Lieutenant-Colonel, Hugh Nelson; Alajor, Samuel Harwood; and of one
of two companies from Charles City, John Tyler was made captain.

But the abilities of Air. Tyler were needed in another sphere. He was
appointed by the Virginia Convention, July 5, 1776, one of the judges
of the High Court of Admiralty. In the spring of 1778, he was called

by the voice of Charles City, to represent it in the House of Delegates,

of which body he was Speaker from 1781 to 1786. In this body also he
moved, and secured the passage of the bill which convened the famous
Assembly at Annapolis, Alaryland, in 1786, and which, not having a

quorum from the several States, adjourned to meet at Philadelphia the

year following, and there framed the new Federal Constitution.

In the year 1780 he was ajq)ointed a mcnd)cr of the Council

of State. A reminiscence of his ex])erience in this station, which
would have a))tly illustrated the ]>rec('ding sketch of Patrick Henry,
still deserves jneservation here. In Alay, 1781, Air. Tyler was in at-

tendance upon the Assembly, wliich, as already narrated in the sketch
of Thomas Jeller.<on, had adjouriu'd before British juirsuit to Charlottes-

ville. Thither the noted Colonel Tarletoii followed them with his regi-



v;/jv;7.v\v,u:i <yr.i. iAY.u>avT

.'•Miitulii yf^riv'»n Torflonn ,inn

••nil, VM10- ifin niu/i v;l

(' i !(,' '/1ii!;:/J fii^ 1 if.* f/1 1** /lni<l// nj'

1 !:K ,v|./.l 7..rr J)'»Xfnino«| 7j;jt,iii//olM

.81/1 ij ft!

.I TT I

D; ’.^Jifoh'r , . ..

lunJi To oTi ,v;i:’.K ,vjo.l

u' orv T" v)h;rr-;,Tn/.'a ir,.:iin f/ rncnl ft) bfwJd

inlut, To ollj ww>>xf rronixif Tn -Hh

{,' It) //lj;il I>wOll0^ l^HJoloT) iu 1 U *'' oif j
i-’i > V 1 Jli ,ioIyi

V, ^0 j‘ih>nd»* uili HI57/ -foIyT .fiK To -todlooi. ^t(T .vr/iH vomnl, no

-•niln-'i's Ti^ vlitnnT f; Tv> v<l.ni..7/ 4i .bloidf-: huiua’d loi.'u.oJ
'"

* .^cauJuT

iilori .vlnnoO YtiV) T-> ofl.) Toj4.nJyo«i j: iA

r To friuuTiitrf'* 1 uin,u;in'Ti ATvl ,TI iodtx!'X>oU

HOin:VT HhoA imulir// ..j-AyT utiol ‘lo vurla^otoo nutJ.Ximioo

:yi^v, oiUf .m.Hhn iuivjH ban o-fi>:a mini. yyuU tboovnilii bonris^

ftiioiiiTw^o’i OilJ To o;>if)rno>:do ojH o?
:4 'udo',>i i.

*

({uii otll iljiv/

o/ii lrio 7 o-f<|<vt ,^*K0*!
7>noU ai ii'il'uociHOOoot aoili..'‘>Of^r. an io

^ai rbi/ar: oTT dauilo’il bir/; iiiodiU nioA) O'trfi j.Ofjqid,.

idijG ol hovorfi'Vi i9bv/</fj 0x1) novoo vn (O .ytuoM In ,oT»l Jhx|A

To ini/f ' liiihimr oif) bolbabl .'jnnxbmdfUY/-0 .^nixu'si.mxt odl tnoil ewm

o) ir.in r.J or>il ,7 novo Yor/r yoilT ^m^r,nnoJ Hlriiunoo or )

eohsuL) nhrii'vii'qitmo a To hi:-jd od) )/; io hinlMiR)^ oil)

-oiob/ii 7t)x:o7 Dll} )iid .osiau^^fo Hail) v>i
-'^•7

'iiit Yxiani'jofxoo on nail ov&p, ^oiomaidl 1* 'ilirro) oil) yd boo.-! to YUa

0x1: inmi <^djwyd) ^vaivolld^ T‘ir lod-iToKpH aO ,ooiy*r^^ ‘^mboxaim

'j-Hid.^/rfiu(!I7/ )j. i>uldiii0cii5t; ,vjmjoo o nn/f n:, ^ mohair.) n ^ d* to ku’JJcab

0 li nDiid 7^ .H'lijibn To )o'Kf>n viaTUbn odt uoD/nobienu.j o);h o:4j;) o)

• vjyjriT' n.TqmxjilvT hnoI.T.) r nood!^* j-.dyo.lb dtr/r no hovh><‘*i >jjvj

i,Mo‘h>Iarn ;i>oovnUT iyama^ ;%o|/d( : iindoX ibnlL JoiuA' )-)a«ta»aoia

./aaitino ohara ^-ifY lolrT nrlMl (ii'J nohatiY iiant ^oiinitj^aiw ow) \o

^/,rr dl , oiorl*'-^ 'foiijoaiir ai o TjOjh 01 .^// -il/l io huiliiuiii oil) )i/tl

V >-t)a{ o/lJ To Olio TTTTr ,d yful. .atbiiovruO aiui-'j'iiV adt yd bsimoqqft

oj.llf;) >/'.v7 od ,HTTf To 2.ni-iq< oxli ol .Ttlirdaib/. To Jiu-k> d:p.iH f)<b io

: >jx“ )i'di To Oih ni n a oi ,7ti.) To rKiiov ad)

•,.[ u>.l.r: vi)od «idt III ^'6ll oi i^7l moTi TiduaqcJ Hit/; ad yi/ud ibidv^ to

^nomdi f)di fioaovnoo iloiiu/ Hid oil) Tu a^iiHnr.q od) baiuao« bim jbavom

a aai^ad )on .rloidv/Ajiifi ,d!^.TI iii .btirdv/irdA. ,>iiIo<j.iiiaA )« yioaraf.aA

oil* oidobbidrrl^l )n )oom ot boinaojbi; ixvio/aa ml) moti lauioup

.(loliiMDai^bJ lo-mb/i 70)11 ad) bamoiT -nml) bai: 44'aao.lloi ynoy

!itbH!‘>'.> o(] To 'torlia'Mii a I)aJiii-x{q»; nr.// ad ‘i^-TI max odi nl

d'lidy yioijj;)^ v.iilJ af oanai-mq/. * >id T'^ aaiiaadiiima'! A to

rmail .feui/J To ihvrA-. o,nlv)'..atq adi boiaiM/lli vOqi: o/nd blaov/

-Vi; in -«o/ 'latvT .‘ilA. ,IKTl 4(i;K ni /.'nd iioilir/iwnq ?.av llU*i

d >o>b. )f!i ai bolirnaa Ybr/rib; hi; ,d ‘idf/ ,wl.h>\ *iAA adJ a.*jfu aoijubaaJ

.w,j;n(-fjul') Oi tinviaq ib’ilna aioT >d f»ainiini^f»j; bud ^HMnaltab -mnod i to

aid dti 7/ aiadl liavodl.T iioi-d-inT' lanob/) boloa ad)’iad)all .abiv
^•' 6^-



106 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

ment, with the intention of capturing tlie leading members. Receiving

through one Jewett, by dint of hard riding, the a})palling intelligence,

the fugitive legislators betook themselves again to their saddles. Late
in the day Patrick Henry, John Tyler, Benjamin Harrison, and Colonel

William Christian, who had fled together, fatigued and hungry, stopped

their horses at the door of a small hut in a gorge of the Blue Ridge,

and asked for refreshments. A woman, the sole occupant of the hut,

inquired of them who they were, and where from. “We are members
of the Legislature,” said Mr. Henry, “and have just been compelled

to leave Charlottesville on account of the approach of the enemy.”
“Ride on, then, ye cowardly knaves,” replied the old woman, violently

indignant; “here my husband and sons have just gone to Charlottes-

ville to fight for ye, and you are running away with all your might.

Clear out; ye shall have nothing here.” “But,” Mr. Henry rejoined,

in an exposLdating tone, “we were obliged to fly. It would not do for

the Legislature to be l)roken up by the enemy. Here is Mr. Speaker
Harrison; you don’t think he would have fled had it not been neces-

sary?” “I always thought a great deal of Mr. Harrison till now,”
the old woman answered; “but he’d no business to run from the

enemy,” and she Avas about to shut the door in their faces. “Wait a

moment, my good Avoman,” again interposed Mr. Henry; “youAvould
hardly believe that Mr. Tyler or Colonel Christian Avould take to flight

if there Avere not good cause for so doing?” “No, indeed, that I

Avouldn’t,” she replied. “But i\Ir. Tyler and Colonel Christian are

here,” said he. “They here! Well, I neA*er could have thought it,”

and she stood a moment as if in doubt, but finally added, “No matter;

Ave love those gentlemen, and I didn’t suppose they Avould CA^er run
from the British; but since they have, they shall have nothing to eac

in my house. You may ride along.” As a last resort, Mr. Tyler then

stepped forward and said: “What Avould you say, my good Avoman, if

I Avould tell you that Patrick Henry fled Avith the rest of us?” “Patrick
Henry! I Avould tell ye that there Avasn’t a Avord of truth in it,” she

ansAvered, angrily; “Patrick Henry Avould never do such a coAvardly

thing.” “But this is ]\Ir. Henry,” rejoined Mr. Tyler, pointing him
out. The old Avoman Avas manifestly astounded. After a moment's
consideration, and a convulsive tAvitch or tAvo at her apron string, by
way of recovering her scattered thoughts, she said: “Well, then, if

that’s Patrick Henry, it must he all right. Come in, and ye shall haA’'e

the best I have in the house.”

Perhaps, says Abeel, in his life of President Tyler, from Avhich the

above is extracted, no higher comjdimcnt Avas ever paid to the patriot-

ism of Patrick Henry than this simple tribute, expressive of the senti-

ment Avith Avhich he Avas regarded by the people of Virginia. Through-
out the Revolution Mr. Tyler devoted himself unceasingly and untiringly



.?,7.Kr/A0'.iri j v/A‘0‘Ai r
00 !

,,i,„ ,, ,,„i.»»
vasn.r.q<tn o'/iil^rA Olil ,

.! ,. ('>‘‘”,V' '"‘T .It A/1 tiM :n:^M -loitjn'l ;(!.f> li,

«;
,

;Vi« ouRi »il» t ‘ « <• »•
, : ^ V.t toV. !»>«

)tlmam >wj o W “
-li/; i.b» aiiOo

A Ah iair!)iii''’<' tl
;

•'**
:,

, -isii.ml ’jd 111 -:>-!iidiilsi'Si'>^

,0911 ilW*"! •«>"
V. |„ ,b Jiv.rT n lilaiimil ^

,va)iriii*s i/sii iiKJ
'' maiiov/ l>Jo o. J

,!l molt mil
„,i, . ^

,.!i ,i-al.ni
“'.gau J. •« «'>«

^ od« ’•/uMiww

IjAiiildid) lamiloU bim laul ,u4
,,.i bin, 'V^a

I

-Ji no^„..a, ^.•.'l•.l lilmni
-t; s,; liimimm ><l». tmr.

tn n/“ ,!:iolil'i! illiMa ii' l • -‘H,
j

,
, ,,j<fi9!!u93 astull avol 9"

wim- aai ma-ft

aoifJ vii-fT ;'il'. .nviaa-i J9.. «.

i7 /- ••
;|,i«, l.im biftwwl IfH'iU

a; ,ii,i 'Ki" boo-!; 9ifi
,

I,
J'lii'iiH .'•lai uu'i H'Ji Iilijow f

*
ji 1 ilnni'^o Irtof/ n Unr.^/

*vliTOHa

’ ifou, oj. «V91. eiHia*:

,

liiifl '^aitiiioci 'iolvl ^

B iiimiom <1 laltA
/j ,V,„ ovisliiviioo n liiifi



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 107

to its success. A bold, free, and elegant speaker, his voice was never

silent when it could avail aught for the great cause in Avhich he was
enlisted. In 1786 Mr. Tyler was again appointed a Judge of the Court
of Admiralty, and was consequently a member of the first Court of

Appeals of the State. He was appointed a Judge of the General Court

in 1788, and served in this capacity until December 1, 1808, when he

was elected Governor of Virginia. From the last station he was called,

by the appointment of JMr. Madison, to the judgeship of the District

Court of the United States for Virginia; which office he held until his

death at his seat, “ Greenway,” in Charles City County, January 6, 1813
—the period of the second war with Great Britain. As a judge, the

first prize case—the capture of the privateer Globe—was passed upon by
him, and so aivleiit was his individuality as a Republican, that his re-

peated utterance on the fatal bed of sickness is memorable : “My only

regret,” he would feebly say, “is, that I can not live long enough to

see that proud English nation once more humbled by American arms.”
The eminent Daniel Call, in his Reports (Vol. IV, p. 23), says of Mr.
Tyler: “In all his public situations he maintained an independence
of character which was highly honorable to him. ^ He was
very attentive to young lawyers upon their first coming to the bar; and
did every thing in his power to put them at ease and inspire them with
confidence. His conversation was familiar, his heart benevolent, and
his friendship sincere.”

Mr. Tyler left three sons, Wat Henry, a skilled and popular physi-

cian of Hanover County, Virginia; John, 10th President of the United
States; and William; and five daughters, Anne Contesse, married the

learned James Semple, long the Judge of the General Court of Vir-

ginia, and Professor of I/iw at William and Mary College; Elizabeth,

married John Clayton Pryor, of Gloucester county; Maria Henry,
married John Boswell Seawell,of Gloucester county; Martha Jefferson,

married Thomas Gunols Waggaman, of Maryland, a brother of United
States Senator Waggaman, of Louisiana, and Christiana, who became
the wife of Dr. Henry Curtis, an accomplished and highly successful

physician and surgeon of “Puccoon,” Hanover County, Virginia, who
was of the same lineage as the distinguished New England family of
that name, both deriving from Sir Henry Curtis of England.
Of the person of Governor Tyler the writer has been furnished the

following description by a grandson, Lyon G. Tyler, Esq., of Richmond,
Va., who has recently prepared for publication a meritorious account of
his progenitors—the President and the Governor— The Life and Letters

of the Tijlers: “Governor Tyler did not exceed five feet ten inches in

stature. He was lightly built and somewhat round-shouldered. His
complexion was fair, nose aquiline, hair brown, inclining to auburn,
and eyes light blue.”
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There is an expressive portrait of Governor Tyler in the State

Library at Riehnioiul, which seemingly denotes the virtues and char-

acteristics which so adorned his life.

The County of Tyler, formed, in 1814, from Ohio County, commem-
orates the name of Governor Tyler.

GEORGE WILLIAM SMITH.

The familiar patronymic Smith has been most worthily represented

in Virginia from its settlement. The ca’pital figure in the line, doughty

Captain John Smith, “the father of the Colony,” however, returned a

bachelor to England. The next prominent representative of the name
ill the annals of “ye Ancient Dominion,” is Major Lawrence Smith,

who was designated by the Assembly, in 1674, as the “chiefe com-
mander” of a “ fibrt” to be built near the falls of lva])pahannock River,

and to be garrisoned by “ one hundred and eleven men out of Glou',*es-

ter County.” This fort was built in 1676, and in April, 1679, IMajor

Lawrence Smith and Captain William Byrd were allowed to seat hinds

at the head of Rappahannock and James Rivers. IMajor Larkin Smith
was a gallant officer of the Revolution, and the same name was meri-

toriously represented in the war of 1812, and also in the recent great

internecine strife. John Augustine Smith, M. D., distinguished author

and president of William and Mary College, 1814-26, and subsequently,

for a lengthy period, lecturer on anatomy in the College of Physicians,

New York, was a native of Virginia, and a graduate of AVilliam and
Mary College in 1800. Governor William Smith, statesmen, and
Major-General of the Confederate States Army, of whom due notice

anon, should not be forgotten here. IMajor Lawrence Smith, as above,

it is thought due investigation will' estalilish as the original ancestor in

Virginia of the subject of our sketch. Ilis immediate progenitor was
Merewether Smith, born about the year 17o0, at the family seat,

“ Bathurst,” in Essex County, Virginia, and whose Christian name is

indicative of descent from another worthy line. The mother of IMere-

wether Smith was a daughter of Launcelot Bathurst, a patentee of

nearly 8,000 acres of land in New Kent County, Virginia, in 1683,

and who is said to have been of the family of tiie Earl of Bathurst,

whose arms are: Sa. two bars ermine in chief, three crosses pattie or,

Cre$ty a dexter arm embowed
;

liabited in mail, holding in the hand all

ppr. a spiked club or. Taiuncelot Bathurst was “learned in tlu* law,”

and the records of If(mri(*o evidence that he was ajipointed August 1.

1684, by Edmund Jenings, the Attornev-Gimeral Ibr the CNilouv, his

deputy for the said county. The name Bathurst appears as a continu-

ou.sly favored Christian name in the Stith, Buckner, Jones, Skelton,

Smitli, Randolph, Hinton and other families. IMcrewether Smith mar-

ried twice: first, about 1760, Alice, daughter of Philip l.iee, third in de-
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scent from the emigrant Richard Lee, and widow of Thomas Clarice

;

and, secondly, September 29, 1709, Elizabeth, daughter of Colonel

William Dangerlield, of Essex County, member of the House of Bur-
gesses in 1758. Merewether Smith seryed Virginia with zeal and dis-

tinction through a long series of years and in important stations. He
appears as a signer to the articles of the ^V'estmoreland Association, of

February 27, 1706, which, in opposition to the odious Stamp Act, was
pledged to use no articles of British importation, and on ^lay 18, 1709,

w’as a signer also of the resolutions of the Williamsburg Association,

which met at the old Raleigh Tayern, in that city, and who bound them-
selyes to abstain from the use of the proscribed British merchandise,
and to “promote and encourage industry nnd frugality, and discourage

all luxury and extrayagiince. ” In 1770 he represented Es<cx County
in the House of Bui'gesses, He was a member of the Conventions of

1775 and 1776, and family tradition aliirms that in the latter body lie

prepared the first drafts of both of the noble instruments, the Bill of

Rights and the Constitution, which were ofiered by George iMason. li

is stated that the late President John Tyler was in possession of docu-

mentary eyidence, derived from his father. Governor John Tyler, sub-

stantiating the claim, but which Lyon Gardiner Tyler, Esq., the son of

the President, thinks was destroyed by a casualty during the late war.

The original drafts, it is said, were in the possession of the grandson of

Merewether Smith, the late John Adams Smith, cashier of the Farmers’

Bank, at Richmond, and having been deposited by him for safe keeping

in the vault of the bank, were destroyed in its burning, Ajiril 8, 1865,

incident upon tlie evacuation of Richmond. Merewether Smith was a

representative of Virgiida in the C’oniinental Congress, from 1778 to

1782, He represented J^ssex County in the House of Delegates, in

1786 and 1787, and in 1788 was a member of the Convention whicdi rati-

fied the Federal Constitution. He died January 25, 1790; his wife,

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, surviving him, died January 24, 1794. They
were both buried at “ Bathurst.” George William Smith, the issue of

the first narilagc of his father, was born at “ Bathurst ” about 1762.

He married February 7, 1793, Sarah, fourth daughter of Colonel Ivich-

ard Adams, the elder, a member of the Convention of 1776, an ardent

jiatriot throughout the Revolution, and one of the most enterprising,

public spirited, wealthy and iiillueutitd citizens of Richmond. Colonel

Adams was a large property hohUu*, and the Assembly seriously consid-

ered for a time the erection of the State' capitol upon a site on Rich-

mond Hill owiu'd by him and prolleri’d as a gift to the State.

In 179-1 George William Smith represented the county of Essex in

the House of Delegate's. Soon the'reafter he made Richmond his resi-

dence, anel in the' practie'c of his profession of the law s[)ecdily took Idgh

rank and enjoyeel a lucrative' jiraetie'c. He representeel the city in the

legislature from 1802 to 180S ine*lusive, aiul in 1810 was ap[)ointed a

member of the State Council, auel as senior member of that body, or
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Lieutenant-Governor, upon the resignntion of Governor James Monroe
to accept the position of Secretary of State in the Cabinet of President

Madison, succeeded him, December 5, 1811, as the Executive of the

State. His term Avas lamentably brief, he being one of the victims of

the memorable calamity, the burning of the Richmond Tlieater, on Thurs-

day niglit, December 26th following. The winter had opened with un-

usual gaiety in Richmond; brilliant assemblies followed each other in

quick succession; the theater was sustained by high histrionic talent;

the fascinations of the metropolis had drawn thither the young, the

beautiful, the gay, and the distinguished from every portion of the

state. On the lamentable occasion of the catastrophe the theater was
crowded. Six hundred ])ersons, end)racing man}' of the elite, the wealthy,

the honored, and the intiiiential of the State, had assembled within the

frail wooden building. A new drama was to be presented for the bene-

fit of Henry Placide, a favorite actor; and it was to be followed by the

pantomime of “The Bleeding Kun,” by Monk Lewis, founded on
the wild legend of that name. The regular piece had been played

;
the

pantomime had commenced; the curtain had risen upon its second act,

when sparks of fire were seen to fall from the scenery on the back part

of the stage, and supposed to have been communicated by one of the

chandeliers improperly raised. A moment after, ]Mr. Robertson, one

of the actors, ran forward, and waving his hand towards the ceiling,

called aloud, “The house is on fire!” His voice carried a thrill of

horror through the assembly. All rose and pressed vrildly to the doors

of the building. The spectators in the pit escaped without difficulty;

the passage leading from it to the outer exit was broad, and had those

in the boxes descended by the pillars many would have been saved.

Some who were thrown down by violence were thus preserved. But
the crowd from the boxes pressed into the lobbies, and it was here, among
the refined and the lovely, that the scene became the most appalling.

The building was soon wrapped in flames; volumes of dense vapor pene-

trated every part and produced suffocation
;
the fire lea})ing with awful

rapidity encircled wdth flame those nearest to it, and piercing shrieks rose

above the sound of the mass of frantic human beings struggling for life.

The weak were trampled under foot, and strong men in tlie desperation

of fear passed over the heads of all before them, in their way towards
the doors or windows of the theater. The windows even of the upper
lobby were sought; many who sprang from tiiem perished by the fall;

many were seen with garments on fire as they descended, and died soon

afterwards from their injuries; few who were saved by this means
escaped entirely unhurt. But in the midst of terrors which roused the

selfishness of human nature to its utmost strength, there were displays
of love in death which invoke profound sensibility. Fathers W’ere seen
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I

rushing back into the flames to save their children, mothers were calling:

in frenzied tones for their daughters, and were with difficulty dragged*

from the building; husbands and wives and lovers refused to leave eaclij

other, and met death together; even friends sacrificed their lives in en-'

deavoring to save those under their care. The fate of Lieutenant James!
Gibbon, of the United States iSTavy, a son of the hero of the “ forlorn

|

hope ” at Stony Point, and his betrothed bride, the lovely I\Iiss Conyers.
|

who died interlocked in the embrace of each other, was most touching. >

Governor Smith had readied a place of safety without the burning *

building, but returning to the rescue of his little son, John Adams. I

already mentioned, anti who had been separated from him by the i

throng, he became a victim. Benjamin Botts, an eminent lawyer and i

the father of the late statesman John IMiiior Botts, had gained tlie door. *

but his wife was left beliind. Hastily returning to «ave her, they both ;

perished. Seventy persons are known to have perished in this horrilJe
|

holocaust, but it was thought that the victims were much more numer-
j

ous fi'om among the many strangers present. Richmond was shrouded I

in mourning; hardly a family had escaped affliction from among its I

members, connections, or friends. And the stroke was not felt alone
|

at home, but fell upon hearts far from the immediate scene of the catas-
j

trophe. Indeed, the horror quite sped the globe, and the clergy of i

varying creeds alike vented it as a thunderbolt of God’s inanife.^t i

displeasure at such and like exhibitions and exenqilifications of tlie
|

sinfulness of worldly and pleasure-loving flesh—to a whilom damning of I

the noble drama. On the 30th of December, intelligence of the calaniity j

was communicated to the Senate of the United States, and a resol u-
j

tion adopted that the Senators 'would wear crape on the left arm for
j

a month. A similar resolution was ad(qited in the House of Re})rcsent- *

atives, having been introduced in a feeling address by the Hon. William *

Dawson, of Virginia. The Monumental Church (Episco])al), a hand-

some octagonal edifice, was erected in 1812 upon the site of the ill-fated

theater. The remains of the unfortunate victims arc buried in the por-

tico of the church, beneath a marble monument inscribed with their
j

names. A son of the late John Adams and Lucy (Williams) Smith, 1

and grandson of Governor Smith, Bathurst L. Smith, Esq., is a proini-
j

uent merchant of Memphis, Tennessee.

PEYTON RANDOLPH.

Upon the lamentable death of Governor George William Smith, in the

burning of the Richmond Theater, December 2(3, 1811, Peyton Randolph,
j

the senior men;ber of the Council of State, was the acting executive of %

Virginia until January 3d, following, when, by election of the Assembly,
then in session, James Barbour, of Orange County, was inaugurated as

Governor.
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Peyton Rnmlolpli, the son of Governor Edmund Randolpli, g^radiiatcd

from* William and Mary College in 171)8. Inheriting the genius of his

progenitors in sueeessive generations, he became early distinguished in

the practice of his chosen profession of law. In 1821 he became the

reporter of the Supreme Court of Virginia, but in the midst of his in-

creasing usefulness, with the most brilliant prospects before him, he fell

in the prime of manhood, a victim to pubiionary disease, dying at Kich-

mond, December 26, 1828, widely lamented by numerous friends to

whom his virtues and worth had endeared him. His successor as

reporter was the eminent Benjamin Watkins Leigh. The result of l\Ir.

Randolph’s labors—“Report of Cases argued and determined in the

Court of Appeals of Virginia, 1821-1828,” were ]H)blished in 0 volumes,

8 VO, Richmond, 1823-1882. A son of iMr. Randolph, Edmund Ran-
dolph, died in California during our late war.

JAMES BARBOUR.

The Barbour family of Virginia, it is claimed, is of Scottish origin,

and to be of the lineage of Jolin Barbour,'!' one of the earliest Scotch

poets and historians; archdeacon of Aberdeen as early as 1857, and who
died in 1396. A national woi’k of his, still extant, called Tne Bruce, is

a metrical chronicle of the warlike deeds of Robert the First (1306-

1329) in his efforts for the independence of his beloved country. Bar-

bour also comj)osed another book, setting forth the genealogical history

of the kings of Scotland, and deducing their origin from the Trojan

colony of Brutus. He was a favorite author with Sir Walter Scott,

who frec|uently quotes his lines, which are remarkable, also, for their

intelligibility to the modern reader. In the Land Records of Virginia

the name of William Barber appears as a ])atentee of lands in Hamp-
ton parish, V"ork County, IMay 6, 1651. AVilliam Barber speedily be-

came a man of mark and iidluence, since in 1656 he is found again as a

patentee with the title of Lieutenant-Colonel or County-Lieutenant of

York. In October, 1660, the Governor, Sir William Berkeley, with

Colonel William Barber,t Colonel Gerard Fowke, Colonel Kendall,

Thomas Warren, Rawleigh Traverse, and Thomas Lucas were the super-

intendents for tlie erection of the State House at Jamestown. There
are subsequent grants of land in. Rappahannock County to William and
to Richard Barber. Thomas Barbar ap])cars as a })atentee in New
Kent County in 1714. AVilliam Barber was a Burgess from York
County in 1718, and Charles Barber from Richmond County in 1723.

But the delinite ancestor of the subject of our sketch was James

* llis name is also variously rendered. Barber, Barbere, and Barbar.

t Tradition accredits AVilliam Barber :is a son of the Baron of Alulderg.
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Barbour,* who appears as a grantee of lands in St. George’s parish,

Spottsylvania County, June 2h, 1731, and again, in 1733, of lands in

St. Mark’s parish in the same county. He was one of the first vestry-

men of this latter parish, at its organization at Germanna, in 1731, and
served in that office until tlie division of the parish in 1740, which tln-cw

him into the new parish of St. Thomas, in Orange County, in which

division he lived. Among his children was James Barbour, who repre-

sented the county of Culpeper in the House of Burgesses in 1704, was
colonel and commander-in-chief of the militia of the county in 1775,

and was the father of iMordecai, Thomas, Bichard, and Gabriel Barbour,

the last three of whom emigrated to Kentucky. Mordecai Barbour i

married a daughter of John Strode, of “ Fleetwood,” CuI})C|)er County,
|

and was the father of the late Hon. John Strode Bari)our, statesman
j

and lawyer, and grandfather of tion. John Strode Barbour, a present
j

representative of Virginia in the National House of Kepreseutatives,

and whose material and political services to the State have gained him
enduring regard. Thomas Barbour, another son of James Barbour, the

settler in what is now Orange County, was a member of the House of

Burgesses in 1769, when it issued the first protest against the Stamp
Act. He was again a Burgess in 1775, and was a member of tlie

“ Committee of Public Safety,” of Orange County, in the same year. He
married Isabella Thomas, granddaughter of Philip Pendleton. f Their

third son was the Hon. Philip Pendleton Barbour, Speaker of Congress

and of the Virginia Convention of 1329-30, and a Justice of the United
States Supreme Court. He married Franees Todd, daughter of Benjamin
Johnson, Burgess, of Orange County, and had issue: Philij^pa, married

Judge Bichard H. Field; Elizabeth, married John J. Ambler, of “Jac-
queline Hall,” ]Madison County; Thomas, M. D.

,
married Catharine i

Strother; Edmund Pendleton, married Harriet, daughter of Coloiu'l

John Stuart, of King George County; Quintus, married iMary, daugh-
ter of James Somerville, of Culpeper County; Sextus, and Septimus.

Justice Barbour died in 1841, and his wife, aged eighty-five, in April,

1872. James Barbour, the subject of this sketch, the fourth son of

Thomas Barbour, was bom in Orange County, June 10, 1775. His

*The name is rendered Itarber in tlie State Land Eecords, and from a seal rinv
lately in the possession of the family, the arms displayed were those of the

family of Staffordshire, I'ingland : Ciules, ihree mullets argent, within a hordiire ]

ermine. Crrst—A jtassiou eross on three steps, gules. The motto, A/7n7o nisicrua\
j.

seems to indicate au origin in the days of the Crusaders.
|

t Philip Pendleton, grandson of Ilenrv Pt'udleton, of Norwich, England, and
|

whose descendants iiudude the names of C'laytou, Taylor (“.John Taylor, of Car'i-
|

lina,” a grandson), (Jaines, Strother, Ragland, Rrowning, Reverley, Ryril, Dudh"-’,
|

Burk, Ellis, Slaughter, Hoge, Shackleford, Williams, Spotswood, and others
|

equally worthy. 1
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I
education was limited, and cliicfly obtained while he was acting as a

^ deputy sheriff, but his tutor for a time was the celebrated James Wad-
dell, commemorated as the “Blind Preacher,” by AVilliam AVirt, in his

British Spy. James Barbour entered the service of the State at the

age of twenty-four years, as a member of the memorable Assembly of

1799. His colleague from the county of Orange was James Madison
r (afterwards President of the United States), and he looked forward with

[
eager expectancy to a conflict in debate of that able intellect with

I lAatrick Henry, also a meml)er elect of the Assembly. But he was dis-

I
apjwinted in the death of the great orator of the Bevoliition, in June,

r 1799, before the bo<ly convened. James Barbour participated in every

I
debate, ably vindicated the famous resolutions of Air. Aladison, and was

[

the proposer of the anti-duelling lasv—one of the most stringent and

^
ellective legislative acts ever passed. AVhile still a mend)er of the

. Assembly, he was elected by it, January , 8, 1811, Governor of Vii--

[
ginia, to succeed George AVilliam Smith, who was one of the victims

t of the awdul burning of the Bichmond Theater, on the 26th of Deceml)cr

i preceding. The administration of James Barbour, covering the im-

I

portant ])eriod of the second conflict with Great Britain, was signally

f
able, vigilant, and patriotic. He was emphatically the “AVar Gov-

1 ernor,” and in })ledging his personal means to sustain the credif of Yir-

\ ginia, takes honorable rank with Governor Thomas Nelson, of the Ke-

I
volution.

1 Virginia nobly demeaned herself in the AA^ar of 1812. Alany of her

I

sons highly distinguished themselves in the combats by sea and land,

I

and she suffered from the invasion of the enemy. In Alay, 1813, Ad-

I

miral Cockburn with a British fleet entered Chesapeake Bay, atid coni-

\ incnced a series of depredations on private property, which far eclipsctl

; those which had made the name of Dunmore infamous in the AATtr of

i
Independence. An English fleet of four line-of-battle ships with twelve

I frigates was collected in the bay, near the capes and Eynhaven Bay.

I
They carried a large land force under Sir Sydney Beckwith, the naval
commander being Admiral AVarren. They were closely watched from
Norfolk and Ham])ton. The harbor of Norfolk was chiefly defended
by the armament of Air. Jefferson’s famous “Gunboat System,” but f'or

the threatened emergency, large bodies of militia, from the up})er coun-
ties of the State, had been ordered to the seaboard. Unused to the ma-
laria of the summer season in lower A’^irginia, a large number of them
were prostrated with sickness and many of them died. General Bobert
Barraud Taylor, of the State line, commanded the military district, and
Commodore Cassin, of the United State's Navv, dircctc'd the sea defences.

On the 20th of June, the advance of the ICnglish frigate “ Junon,”upon
Norfolk, was gallantly elu'cked by our immature American Navy.
Some movements on the following day among the British shipping,

which had moved near Newports News, seemed to indicate an early
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attack upon Craney Island, near the tnonth of Elizabeth River, and
j

which commands the approach from Hampton Roads to Norfolk. Its

defence was therefore all-important. The t()rces on the island consisted

of about 400 inlantry of the line, 50 rillemen from Winchester, under
Captaiu Roberts, 91 artillery in two companies, one from Portsmouth,

Captain Arthur Emerson, and the other from one of the upper counties,

commanded by Captain Richardson
;
the whole force being under the I

command of Lieutenant-Colonel H. Beatty, assisted by Major Wagner
|

of the infantry, and Major Faulkner of the artillery service. Of this
j

force 43 were on the sick-list. On the evening of the 21st, they were
|

reinforced by order of General Taylor, by Captain Pollard of the United
j

States Army, with 80 of his company from Fort A'^oiTolk
;
Lieutenant

j

Atkinson from Culpeper County, with 30 volunteers of the militia of !

Isle of Wight County, and by 150 seamen and marines, under Lieu-
j

tenants Neale, Shubrick and Saunders, from the frigate “Constellation,”
|

Captain Tarbell. On tlie morning of the 22d, the enemy landed about
\

2,500 troops, under Sir Sydney Beckwith, with the view to approach
j

from the west side of the island, across the water in that direction,
j

which at low water was passable by infantry. Soon after they landed, I

there approached about 50 boats tilled with men, which directed their
|

course to the north side of the island. Here two twenty-four-pounders and I

four six-pounders had been advantageously posted by Major Faulkner. i

These were gallantly and effectively served by Captain Emerson and
j

Lieutenants Parke G. Howie and Godwin, aided by Lieutenant Neale ]

and his command. A galling fire was opened upon the approaching i

foe, and the guns were trained with such fatal precision that five of
|

their barges "were sunk, and one of them literally cut in twain. The
{

other boats hauled off in discomfiture and the valorous Vii-ginians had ]

to speedily succor the drowning wretches thus left struggling in the \

water. Admiral Warren’s own barge, the “Centipede,” 52 feet long,
j

and working 24 oars, stranded and was taken with 22 men, a brass
\

pounder and numbers of small arms. In the meanwhile the landed do- I

tachments were attempting to cross the narrow inlet in front of the l)at- j

tery, but were grievously liarassed at long shot, and when they came
j

nearer the havoc was so fearful tliat they precipitately retreated. So
j

eager were the Virginians for the fray, that the Winchester riflemen
|

pursued the foe into the water, hoping to reach them with their bullets. 1

The loss of the enemy was fully 200, besides the prisoners named, and I

50 de.^erters, whilst on the Anu'ri(*:m side not a man was lost. In trans-
j

initting the report of (’o1oik4 Beatty to the Secretary of War, General
j

Taylor justly remarks of this brilliant leat : “The courage and con-

stancy with which this inferior force, in the face of a formidable naval
armament, not only sustaiiual a position in which nothing was complete,

but repelled the enemy with considerable loss, can not fail to command
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ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD,
Governor of Virginia.

From a copy in oil, in the State Library of Virginia.
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the approbation of their government and the applause of their country,”

and adds: “It has infused into the residue of the army a general

spirit of competition, the beneficial effects of which will, I trust, be dis-

played in our future conflicts.” The heroic defence of Crauey Island

filled the enemy with rage and shame. They abandoned their designs

upon Norfolk, and Hampton was the next point of attack, led by Cock-

burn in person, on the 25th of June. Invested with the small force of

400 artillery and infantry, under Major Stapleton Crutchfield, he was
unable to withstand the furious assault of a foe, by sea and land, ten

times his number. The enemy took possession of Hampton and com-
mitted the most revolting deeds. A wanton destruction of private

property took place, and the degraded soldiery and the negro slaves,

who had been enticed from their owners, were allowed to riot in every
species of brutality. The militia of the country, however, collecting in

formidable numbers for an attack, the British evacuated the town on
the 27th of June, and soon after tlie invading fleet left the Chesapeake,

and prepared for a descent upon North Carolina. It is noteworthy that

the patriotic ladies of the city of Kichmond, early in 1812, contributed,

by the sale of their jewels, towards the building and equi])ping of a ves-

sel of war called the “ First Attempt,” the command of which was given

to Captain Isbon Benedict.

In 1815, Mr. Barbour was elected by the Virginia Assembly to the

United States Senate, and served continuously for ten years, until

1825. In this body he took an important part in the discussion on
the Missouri question, and his speeches on the abolition of imprison-

ment for debt elicited great applause and commendation throughout
the Union. He was chairman of the committee on foreign affairs, the

District of Columbia and other important committees, and frc(]ueutiy

President pro tan. of the Senate. In 1825, U})on the' invitation of Ihesi-

dent John Quincy Adams, he became a member of his cabinet, as

Secretary of AVar, and served in that capacity until Alay 26, 1828, when
he was ap])ointed Envoy Extraordinary and Alinister Plenipotentiary

to Great Britain. His brief sojourn in England was a season of un-

alloyed pleasure to him. The l)itterness of the (then) recent conflict

between the two countries had measurably passed away, and Great
Britain was beginning to cherish a sentiment of pride in the lusty Ke-
public, which she had long regarded as a rebellious child of her own.
James Barbour was everywliere received with the utmost cordiality. A
commanding physique and noble mien (in which he was, in the estima-

tion of many, the })eer of the majestic statesman, Daniel AVebster),

added to wondrous collo(pual ]r)wers, in which ]rithos, humor and elo-

quence were charmingly bhauh'd with a sunny geiiialitv of manner,
united in a jtersonal magnetism which chiinu'd tlie regard of all in

every circle which lu‘ entca-cd. His rea<ly wit and patriotic inqtulse

were happily exhibited in his reply to the good old Bi.^hoj) of Bath and
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AVells. They were chance companions at a large dinner party, and
after some brilliant manifestation of the rare colloquial powers of Air.

Barbour, the good old Bishop naively inquired, “ How long, sir, have
you been in this country ?

” “About two months,” was the re])ly. “You
astonish me,” said the Bishop, “ for you speak the English language re-

markably well, considering your brief sojourn here.” “ Why, sir,” said

Air. Barbour, “I represent a country where we flatter ourselves that

we have preserved the English language in greater purity than you
have in England.” A visit to Air. Coke of Holkham (subsequently

created Earl of Leicester), is referred to in a brief diary kept by Air.

Barbour, as one of rare enjoyment to him. Ilulkham was a striking

manifestation of what agriculture, under the combined influence of

skill, capital and perseverance, can accomplish, for these, had rendered

fertile and bounteously productive, thousands of acres of the sandy lands

of Norfolk County, which the merry monarch, Charles the Second,

had sarcastically said, was only fit to be cut up into roads for the re-

mainder of his kingdom. Air. Coke recited to Air. Barbour many in-

teresting anecdotes relating to the revolt of the American Colonies, at

which period he was a Alember of Parliament, and was wont, he said,

in the greatest throes of the struggle, with Edmund Burke and others,

in the luncheon room (with hand over the mouth) to drink “ Success to

America!” Another reminiscence, recorded by Air. Barbour, is so re-

markable that it is deemed worthy of preservation here. He narrates

with manifest satisfaction, that Afr. Coke had the rare privilege and
exquisite delight of seeing a vessel launched at AVoolwich, which was
composed in large part from the timber of trees which he had himself

planted when a youth.

Air. Barbour was recalled by President Jackson, in September, 1829.

He now retired to the enjoyments of private life, from which he only

again emerged in obedience to the impulses of duty and the claims of

friendship. In the Convention for the nomination of I’resident, held at

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in December, 1839, Air. Barbour presided.

He was brilliantly conspicuous in his advocacy of the claims of General
William Henry Harrison, and ])rominent and effective in the campaign
which resulted in his eh'ction as President. Soon after this the dis-

ease which was ultimately fatal manifested itself. He died at his seat,

Barboursville, June 7, 1842, within three days of the anniversary of

his birth. AVithin half an hour of his decease he snid to his son,

present at his bed-side, “If any thing is put over me, let it be of the

plainest granite, with no other claim than this:

“Here lies James PAiir.ouK,

Originator of

The Literary Fund
OF A'irginia.”
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The following reminiscence, with which the present writer has been
kindly furnished by the venerable statesman, the lion. Alexander II.

H. Stuart, Staunton, Virginia, evidences the just esteem in which Mr.
Barbour was held by those who were favored in the opportunity to

know his worth. Mr. Stuart writes: “In the greater part of my service

in Congress, from 1841 to 1843, I was a member of the Committee on

Foreign Affairs, of which John Quincy Adams was chairman. During
the warm season of the year, lUr. Adams was in the habit of going,

immediately after breakfast, to the committee room, which was a spacious

and airy apartment in the upper story of the southern wing of the Capi-

tol, where he occupied himself in writing until the committee asseml)led.

As my family were with me, I also found it convenient to go at an
early hour to the committee room, to examine my morning mail and to

reply to such letters as required prompt attention. In this way it hap-

pened that Mr. Adams and 1 met in the committee room almost every
day, an hour or two before the time appointed for the meetijig of the

committee. And, as it not unfrequently occurred that the otlier mem-
bers of the committee failed to attend, i\Ir. Adams and I were the only

occupants of the room from eight to twelve o’clock. This close associa-

tion often led to very interesting conversation between us in regard to

the early political history of our country, and the statesmen who bore a

prominent part in it. In these interviews I always found Mr. Adams
exceedingly affable, and I need hardly add, interesting and instructive.

On one occasion, on entering the room, with my newspapers and letters

in my hand, I found Mr. Adams sitting at the table engaged in writing.

Not wishing to interrupt him, after exchanging salutations with him, I

withdrew to a window to look over my morning mail. I was shocked to

see, in the Ivichmond papers, the announcement of the death of my
venerable and honored friend Governor James Barbour. With some
strong ejaculation expressive of surprise and grief, I announced the

fact to jNIr. Adams, who seemed as painfully impressed by the news as

I had been. Without uttering a word, he pushed back the papers
which were before him, and folding his arms on the table, rested his

head on them for some time, as if lost in thought. Then slowly raising

his head, he turned his face toward me, and in a voice tremulous with

emotion, said: ‘Mr. Stuart, I have been connected with this govern-

ment, in one way or another, almost from its foundation to the ]u*esent

hour. I have known personally nearly all the great men who have
been connected with its administration, and I can safely say that I have
nirely known a wiser, and never a better man than James Barbour.’

Such a noble tribute, coining fresh and spontaneously from the heart

of its illustrious author, made an inqiression on my mind which can
never be erased, especially as my own relations to Governor Barbour
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enabled me to recognize and appreciate its justice. On other occasions

I have heard Mr. Adams speak in the most cordial terms of ^Ir. Bar-

bour, and refer to incidents which occurred while he was Secretary of

War in Mr. Adams’ administration, which illustrated his integrity and
manly independence of character.” In an “ Eulogium upon the Life and
Character of James Madison,” by Mr. Barbour, 8vo, AVashington, 1836,

the paternal affection in which the illustrious subject ever held the

reverential eulogist is touchingly manifested. A like dutiful tribute

was rendered to the exalted worth of Mr. Barbour by his warm personal

friend, Hon. Jeremiah Morton, but the writer has been unable to obtain

a copy of it.

Mr. Barbour married, October 29, 1792, Lucy, daughter of Benjamin
Johnson, of Orange County, a member of the House of Burgesses.

The surviving issue of this congenial marriage are: Hon. Benjamin
Johnson Barbour, of Barboursville, Virginia, born June 14, 1821, and
married, November 17, 1844, Caroline Homoesel, daughter of Dr.
George Mhatson, a distinguished physician of Ivichmond, Virginia. iMr.

Barbour inherits the rare gifts of his eminent father in a marked degree,

and is a gentleman of profound culture. His addresses, historical, lite-

rary, political, and agricultural, on various occasions, are alike chaste

and felicitous. In 1865 he was elected to the United States Congress,
but the representatives of unreconstructed Virginia were not allowed in

that year to take their seats.

Lucy, daughter of Governor Barbour, married, in 1822, John Sey-
mour Taliaferro, who Avas, unhappily, drowned in 1830. xVnother daugh-
ter, Frances Cornelia Barbour, is the wife of William Hardy Collins,

a distinguished lawyer of Baltimore, Maryland.
A portrait of Governor Barbour is in the attractive gallery of the

governors and distinguished men of Virginia in the State Library at

Richmond. Barbour County, now in West Virginia, formed in 1843
from the counties of Harrison, Lewis, and Randolph, perpetuates the

name of the distinguished Barbour family.

WILSON CARY NICHOLAS.

The ancestry of Wilson Cary Nicholas embraces several of the most
worthily represented families in the Old Dominion. The founder of the
distinguished Nicholas family of Virginia Avas Dr. George Nicholas,*

^ The arms of the family, as given the writer, appear to be tliose of the families

of London, Ashton-Keynes, and Kyndway, County Witts, England, as follows:

Az. a chev. engr. hetw. three owls or. (’'rest—On a chapeau az. (another gu.).

turned up erm. an owl Avith wings expanded or.
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of County Lancaster, England, a surgeon in the British Navy, who
settled ill the Colony about the beginning of the eighteenth century,

and married, about 1722, Elizabeth, widow of IMajor Nathaniel Burwell,

and daughter of Robert “King” Carter. Tlieir issue was: Roliert

Carter, born about 1723; John, married Martha, daughter of Colonel

Joshua Fry; and George Nicholas. Robert Carter Nicholas, statesman,

jurist, and patriot, familiarly known as Treasurer Nicholas in colonial

annals, from having long and honorably filled that important office,

married, in 1754, Anne, daughter of Colonel Wilson and Sarah rBlair

—grandniece of the Ca)minissary
)
Cary (second in descent from Colonel

Myles Cary, the emigrant ancestor of the family in Virgijiia, who was
born in Bristol, England, in lb20; died in Virginia, June 10, 1607, and
was fourth in descent from William Cary, flavor of Bristol in 1540, and
who lineally descended from Adam de Kari, Lord of Castle Cary, in

Somerset, in 1198). f Robert Carter and Anne (Cary) Nicholas had
issue five sons and three daughters: John, married Anne l^awson;

member of Congress 1793-1801, removed to Geneva, New York, where
he has numerous descendants; George, married the daughter of the

Hon. John Smith, of Baltimore, Maryland, and was the father of
Judge Samuel Smith Nicholas, who published a masterly plea for the

Habeas, Corpus when it was suspended by President Lincoln, during our
late war; Wilson Cary; I-^ewis; and Philip Norborne Nicholas, manv
years Attorney-General of Virginia, President of the Farmers’ Bank of
Richmond, Memlier of the Virginia Convention of 1829-30, and a
Judge of the General Court of Virginia. He was associated with
William AVirt and George Hay in an able defence of James Thompson
Callender, who was tried in Richmond in ]May, 1800, before Judge
Samuel Chase, of the United States Su])reme Court, for ]Hiblishing a
pamphlet entitled “The Prospect before Us,” in which the character of
President flohn Adams was infamously libelled. The prosecuting at-

torney was Thomas Nelson, son of General Thomas Nelson, Jr., of the
Revolution. The zeal of Judge Chase in directing the })rosecution sub-

jected him to the charge of having transcended his powers, and occa-
sioned his famous trial for impeachment before the United States Senate.
Judge Phili}) Norborne Nicholas was twice married; first, to i\Iarv Spear,
of Baltimore, ^Maryland (and had issue three sons, of whom oidy one

—

John Spear Nicholas, of Baltimore, survives) ; and, secondly, to Maria
Carter, daughter of 4’homas Taylor and Alary Anne ^daughter of
AVilliam Armistead) Byrd, of Clarke County, Virginia, and grand-
daughter of the third Coloiud William Byrd, of Westover, James River.
The issue of the second marriage of Judge Nicholas was Philij) Carv
(a well k'Jiown memberof the bar of Richmond, and long the efficient

f TlfcMleseimdantsof (’oloiu'l Myles Cary, in the fii-sl (Ivc'gi'iierations. intminar-
ried with the Milner, Wills, Wilson, Scarhoroiuhi. Harhonr, Ihair, Si'hh'n, Whit-
ing, Scarhiook, .huaineline, Kandolph, Hell, Spiers. Fairfax, Nicholas, Taylor,
Pago, Bolling, Kingeade, Carr, Nelson, Heachy, Carle, Snowden, Herbert 'and
other fain i lies of worth.

’
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librarian of the State Law Library of Virginia), Sydney Smitli, and
Miss Elizabeth Byrd ^Nicholas, an accomplished lady, foremost in the

art and literary circles of Richmond, and who was a leading originator

in the Colonial Court Ball, mentioned in the preceding sketch of Lord
Botetourt as having been held in Richmond, February 22, 1876, the

pecuniary proceeds of which were patriotically devoted to the furnishing

of the Virginia Room in the Mount Vernon mansion. Of the three

daughters of Robert Carter and Anne (Cary) Nicholas, Sarah, married
John Hatley Norton; Elizabeth, married Governor Edmund Randolph;
and Mary, died unmarried. ^Vilson Cary Nicholas, the subject of this

sketch, the third son of Robert Carter and Anne (Cary) Nicholas, was
born January 31, 1761, in the city of Williamsburg, Virginia, which
continued to be the residence of his fatlier until the opening of the

Revolutionary War in 1775, when he removed his himily to a country
seat, called “The Retreat,” in Hanover County, and at wliich he died

in 1780. The year following, Cornwallis, in the route of his invasion of

Virginia, stopped at “The Retreat.” Mrs. Nicliolas, being apprised of
the approach of the British troops, had taken the precaution to conceal

her plate and jewels in the chimney. One of her children betraying

the place of deposit. Lord Cornwallis begged, with a bland smile, that

she would give herself no uneasiness as to their fate, and indeed de-

meaned himself with courtly consideration throughout his brief visit.

The visible apprehension of iNIrs. Nicholas had a more serious cause of
excitement. Her maternal instincts were keenly upon the rack for the

fate of her eldest born, John, whose flight under hot chase l)V the

British dragoons, she witnessed through the open door with eager eyes

and tumultuous heart. Happily the superior fleetness of iiis horse en-

abled him to escape his pursuers. After tliis intrusion, iMrs. Nicholas,

in her unprotected situation, deemed it prudent to remove lier residence

to Albemarle County, whei’c her husband had purchased an extensive

estate on James River. Wilson Cary Nicholas was a stinhait at

William and Mary College, which he left in 1779, at the age of
eighteen, to enter the army. His gallantry met with deserved ])romo-

tion, and he Avas the commander of Washington’s Life Guard until its

disbandment in 1783, when he returned to Albemarle County and
took possession of his estate there, called “Warren.” In the same year
also he married IMargaret, daughter of John Smith, of Baltimore, and
the sister of the wife of his brother George. It was a hapjw union, and
Mr. Nicholas Avas fortunate in the possession of a com])anion and help-

mate Avho united the gentle graces of Avomanhood Avith rare judgment and
fine intellectual poAvers. S('iit from Baltimore in early girlhood to avoid
the dangers to Avhich a sea])ort Avas necessarily subjoetc'd in time of war,

she Avas yet cognizant of many of the stirring (‘vents of the Revolution.

In her place of refuge in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, she Avas aj)prised of
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the dangers daily incurred by her father as the active chairnian of the

Committee of ANhiys and ]\[eaiis of the State of iMaryland. Slie saw her

three brothers arm in defence of tlieir beloved country, one of them to

return home to die from the elfects of a severe winter campaign, and
another as the laurelled defender of Fort Mifflin—and whose subsequent

long, useful, and honored career is instantaneously identified in the his-

toric name of General Samuel Smith, defender of Baltimore in 1812, and
statesman. At Carlisle, too, in her father's family, was the accom-
plished and hapless jNIajor Andre domesticated, wliilst a prisoner on
parole, and who engaged her childish afiections by his many genial

graces, yet she was the patriot even to recognize the necessity of his stern

fate. In her, it is said, “love of country was no mere sentiment. It

was a iprinciple inculcated in early childhood, and fixed by the study
and i-efiection of riper years. AVhen at the age of eighty she was erro-

neously informed that her son. Colonel Robert Carter Nicholas, of

Louisiana, had changed his politics, she rose from her chair, and raising

her hand, with her eyes brilliant as in youth, and her voice tremulous
with emotion, said, ‘Tell my s<vn, as he values the blessing of his old

mother, never to forsake the faith of his Fathers ! With such a mother,
such a wife, it is not to be wondered that the distinguishing trait in the

character of IMr. Nicholas was an intense devotion to his country. His
public services commenced in 1784, as the representative of Albemarle
County in the House of Delegates of Virginia. In first oflering foi- their

•suffrages he made the acquaintance of every freeholder in the county.

This was done by domiciliary visits which were never repeated, and he
rarely attended the county courts, the ordinary ])ropitiatory hustings

•of the aspiring politician. During the legislative sessions of 1784 and
1785 jMr. Nicholas, though so youthful and inexperienced, was zealous

and prominent in the advocacy of the bill securing religious freedom,
and in the supj>ression of ])arish vestries, and for the reinandment of
the property of the Episcopal Church in glebes, to sup})ort of the poor
in the several counties. Drawn by domestic ties, Mr. Nicholas, at the
close of the session of 1785, returned to private life, from whicii he was
recalled by the strenuous oj)position made to the adoption by Virginia
of the Federal Constitution. After a warm contest, he and his brother
George were returned to represent the county of Albemarle in the
Convention of 1788. ^Ir. Nicholas was cons})icuous in his advocacy of
the adoption of the Constitution. He served in the House of Dele-
gates in 1789 and 1790, and again from 1794 to the autumn of 1799,
when he was elected by the Assembly to the United States Senate, in

which body lu' at once became a leader of the Re])ublican party. In
1801, upon the accession of Mr. Jefi'erson as President, IMr. Nicholas,
wlio was lu's warm ])crsonal and confidential friend, zealously and ably
supported his administration. The (pu'stions brought befiire the Senate
tit this period were highly important. The new organization of the
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courts and of the financial system, the. repeal of the bankrupt law, the

amendment of the Constitution as to the election of President and Vice-

President, the attempt to make war on Spain, together with many other

questions, all higlily exciting, were not to be decided in a body where
parties were so nearly equally diyided, without engende'ring intemperate

discussion and bitterness of feeling. Mr. Nicholas, howeyer, passed

through the ordeal of this political cauldron most creditably, in the full

confidence of those w'ith whom lie acted, and winning the esteem and
respect of his opponents. All the measures projected by the Pepublican

party having been accomplished, and the dispute about the right of the

deposits at Neiv Orleans adjusted without a war with Spain, by the ac-

quisition of Louisiana, Mr. Nicholas deemed that he might, without any
dereliction of duty, resign his seat in the Senate, which he did in

It was a step which, the state of his private affairs imperatively de-

manded, as he had become seriously embarrassed. To the reparation

of his fortunes he now devoted himself with great assiduity, his success

in agriculture bearing witness to the skill and energy with which his

operations were conducted. In 180G he declined a s})ecial mission to

France, to ratify, under the auspices of Napoleon, the treaty with Spain.

But, in 1807, the necessity of a champion “ whose talents and standing

taken together would have weight enough to give him the lead” in the

National Council, brought on him such urgent appeals to his political

convictions and patriotism, that he was forced to yield. He became a

candidate for Congress and was elected without opposition. “The
period was momentous and highly critical. The aggressions of Englaiul

in the attack on the ‘Chesapeake,’ and the extension of the orders of the

King in council, and afterwards the application by France of the Berlin

and IMilaii decrees to our commerce, imposed upon us the necessity of

resistance. But pursuant to the pacific policy >.hich had governed our

councils during a period of most unparalleled aggression on the part

of Great Britain, a period extending as far back as 1793, our govern-

ment pro})osed an embargo. The government was at that time in a

wholly defenceless state. We had but the skeleton of an army, few or

no ships in commission, no military stores, with an immense value of

property afloat, and our whole seaboard from north to south open to

attack.” Under these circumstances, l\Ir. Nicholas united cordially in the

support of the embargo, being willing to try its efiicacy for awhile a.s

a coercive measure, but relying on it more as giving us time to prepare
for other measures. In 1807 he assured his constituents that in the

event of the failure of the embargo to produce some speedy change in

the policy of France and Great Britain, the only alternative offered was
a base and abject submission or a determined resistance. In his ])rinted

circular to them, as well as from his seat in C’ongress, he urged the ne-

ce.«:.sitv of raising men and money, and the immediate provision of every
re(]uisite of war. In the autumn of 1808 he wrote to IMr. Jefferson,
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urging him, unless there was a certainty of a favorable change in the

affairs of tlie nation, before the meeting of Congress, to announce to

the body in his message, that the great object in laying the embargo
had been effected. That nothing more was to be expected from it, and
that it should be raised, and other measures which the vindication of

the national honor demanded, resorted to; that our people would not

much longer submit to the burdensome restrictions of tlie embargo, and
that we could not and ought not to think of abandoning tlie resistance

which we so solemnly pledged to make. In 1809 Mr. Xicholas was re-

elected to Congress, and served in the spring session, during which the

agreement of our government with Mr. Erskine produced for a time a

delusive calm. In the autumn of the same year, on his way to M"ash-

ington, he experienced so violent an attack of rheumatism,, tliat he was
compelled to resign his seat, and was closely confined to his room for a
period of four months. He was now so thoroughly convinced of the

impracticability of enforcing any commercial restrictions
;
of their de-

moralizing influence on the people, and exhausting etiect on the flnances

of the country, that he frequently avowed his intention never again to

vote for any similar measure, except as preparatory to war, and for the

briefest duration. In the month of December, 1814, the gloomiest

period of the Avar, and Avheii Virginia especially, but the remaining
States as well, Avere chiefly left to their OAvn resources, IMr. Nicholas

Avas elected Governor of the State, an unthankful ofiice, Avhich yet his

patriotism Avould not alloAV him to decline. The happy announcement
of peace in the spring of the folloAving year, gaA'e but little opportunity

for the exhibition of administrative capacity, Avhich emergency, Avith his

attested characteristics, Avould ha\’'e enlisted. The defence of the State

depending chiefly upon the militia, Avho could not be kept constantly in

the field, an appropriation Avas made by the Assembly to enable him to

erect telegraphic stations, and to raise a corps of videttes to be so dis-

tributed at his discretion, as to transmit his orders throughout the State

Avith the utmost disjiatch possible. But peace rendered needless the

carrying into execution this aa'cII digested provision.

The great confidence reposed in Governor Nicholas by the State

Legislature, Avas evinced in their enactment, in great haste, at the close

of the spring session of 1815, of a statute for the raising of forces for

the defence of the State, the execution of Avhich, in almost CA'ery par-

ticular, AA’as dependent on such instructions as the discretion of the

Governor might deem advisable. Loans, Avhich Avere nece.^sary to equip

and pay this force, Avere provided by the Governor, under terms the

most reasonable, Avith a just condition not originally specified by the

Legislature, but Avhich that body, to its honor, duly authorized at its

next session. Peace having been declared, every duly audited claim

against the State Avas promptly paid. The militia Avere discharged in a
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manner the most gratifying to them. They were fully paid for their

term of service, provision was made for their return home, and for the

care of the sick until they could be safely removed. All military stores

of a perishable nature were sold. The remaining supplies, including

tents and other camp equipages, sufficient for an army 'of ten thousand

men, were deposited in the State Arsenals. The closing of the accounts

for the expenses of the war, was pushed with all dispatch consistent

•with the interest of the State, in their after adjustment at AVasliington

with the National Government. It had been the determination of the

Governor, in the event of the continuance of the war, to urge all men
of talent and ability with whom he might take the liberty, to otler for

election to the ensuing Assembly, that the State might have the benefit

of their counsel in her time of need. The return of peace did not pre-

vent this application, but the motive was different. Foreseeing that

the State would have command of considerable funds, he deemed it to

be important that an early efibrt should be made to induce the Assem-
bly to apply the proceeds to the great purposes of internal improvement
and education. This application, it is believed, was not without eflect,

as in the two succeeding Assemblies there appeared many gentlemen of

conspicuous ability, who had not served in the l)ody for some years

before. At the commencement of the autumn session of 1815, Governor
Nicholas zealously pressed these subjects upon their attention. They
were acted upon, and means severally placed at the disposal of the

Board of Public Works, and of the President and Directors of the Liter-

ary Fund, to be devoted to the respective objects. The foundation wvas

thus laid of systems Avhich have fostered and infused education, as wxdl

as expanded the wealth and fructified the material prosperity of the

State. Upon a review of the messages of Governor Nicholas, it will be

found that most of the objects recommended by him were acted upon by
the Legislature, and that they are all strongly marked by an intimate

knowledge of the needs and capacity of Virginia. The first act of the

second term of the Governor, Avas an efibrt to adjust the claims of the

Commonwealth against the United States, all previous attempts having
proved abortive.. After reflection, he devised a ])lan, Avhich Avas finally

adopted by the Council, and an additional agent being a])pointed, a

speedy adjustment ensued. As the President of the Board of Public

Works and of the Literary Fund, GoAxrnor Nicholas displayed the in-

dustry and Avise foresight Avhich uniformly characterized his administra-

tion in every department of the GoA'crnment. In every contract made
by him for the State, the utmost economy Avas observed, and' every
caution used to })rotect and conserve the })ublic interest. A remarkable
proof of this was given in the execution of a laAV providing for a com-
plete survey of the State within justifiable limits. This desirable ac-

complishment he hesitated to authorize in a general contract, fearing



%

y > \Y VO'A
^

' i
L I .VV V)'AV I

m
,, -r m vil >’

,u)i{) hfL.i 7llut V'‘j^ \ .,r// lioi-.'Vivtq io

, :,-,<0. rr.-..aiu, liA vt.); - -
* ,w.«t,S.on H V.

,,H,„l.;,u .xoiiTiPH
V:, luu., t,(IU- h«r:

.•rli;r.-ymi mi? 10 vv.m^n •> ^(1.1 ;n A
.

^ ,^,|J

nol

(i'>.!iis-iil> >l.i au" )-,Wiii 9fh <lliw

,, 1 , I

, 7 ,.. ,«9V9 ».IJ

fi-iin H.n .0/'-' •-'^ ''**'
,

,,i viUidB l>oft iis^int lo

,^ir«(ii 9.it oi.n .. -ki

;;
„o!l-.Hl9

jn'i l-il. •i'.nxi U.
'A' .^,(1 Jiiii ,iroilir>ib,iR 'ull 3 hs*''

iiiili ‘ai<i'>-_j-.'j'<''i'i.
.iii'>i '<'i

7'-„,7„'-i. t>(i'--!fi!i"'»
i’iiji'W nii;iy *>ilJ

.„...„.7. .,.f. •.,o_,a.r., o^ :Ama >

.„l. ol ^ki

•1.. ..9 ..I .!m47 •':<«'" r ri b*d .f, vvTUklB «,-M,oinv...oo

siuox ..ii yjoKi, »ib n, M
•uliii ivoO ki iiot'. sx

'‘'''7r'j,j,,i, .,i.,j4i )>9x-,ft'i.i vkoolBss xBloiloiVi

V9.IT ...oilnsnr. .l.9dl fr/".fX';,re« h..i .W,u bvm otw
oilt t ' U','ainm\i >ot Jf. q ,

' u'/, Uf.p. >ltoV/ b' Iitw^SL

sdi'k. sisi-r.ii(l f b'tbrb . t’l,'uoY-i. x«! 0} .IimiT VO
ii.Tiuior siiT

q-f;;T;::::i:r;:"( rf. ‘;iybu..y^ k.,.d .u,b

11,,„ XB I,u« ibln-r« -Ml3

1 ; i .,
;

r ,„v/r; ;
‘b> viMf-rn

,,1
Ob V. n:ia v(»

^
j,,,,, ..-luinhiTKi o.u

" ;,ulu .n; V(j vi ou/iM '/>»: ‘//-‘x
...;„. ...^t »o nuMimvA

io J

' f

.: Y.J kU.B.-t yi "'a-'’':''-'’* 9,»i,9lwoai

i,, Jr'i )-.il silT
.-“""’f' f.i“ Vk^i'X’wimvo;.) -Mb 1o i.n»I l'iioo«

,;!, 1., •:;.iii;l-> -lilt lftii|,i>ii
7,’ [„' ('

1

-.il! ixiiiBsi: (blBsvnimnmoJ

rii.f ilsiili' ,i'«ki I!
|„r,. IhiiiuO !iil> «! fwxiokn

.iia.i't to k.ixia s.l ,77; ;,, ,.,d to I.hb >ho'H

.,ii -nb a-ail'i ta-ix->-iol l.im tUx.i)!>

A>;;ni twlon-) vT>ao Jli o<U loi mujI

T. >70 inti:
hfjfi j00lo*l<l o) fr^O) lloilUBO

i:'r:;raisr"i 1 1
» Hbits's-



129VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

that the expense would exceed tlie provision contemplated. Finally,

under specific instructions to the several county courts of the State, the

survey was accomplished in districts at an aggregate cost by which
fully 8100,000 was saved to the State. After the expiration of his

second term as Governor, iNIr. Nicholas served for a few 'months as

President of the branch of the United States Bank at Bichmond, In

the spring of 1819 he returned to “ Warren,” his countrv-seat.

His constitution had always been delicate, and the physical fatigue

and mental anxiety which he had undergone in his later years of public

service had seriously impaired his health. A journey on horseback was
advised as salutary by his physician. He accordingly thus set out

from home, but upon reaching “ ^Montpelier,” the residence of ex-Presi-

dent Madison, in Orange County, lie found himself too feeble to proceed,

and returned to “Tufton,” the residence of his son-in-law, Thomas Jef-

ferson Bandolph, the grandson of Thomas Jefferson. Here he lingered,

each day hoping to be well enough to return to his own home. Mr.
Jefferson and iMr. Madison (the latter being then on a visit at “ Mon-
ticello”), with both of whom his relations had always been of the warm-
est personal friendshi]) and confidence, visited him frequently, and all

was done which atfection could suggest for his recovery, but without

avail. On the 10th of October, J820, he suddenly expired whilst in

the act of dressing.

The popularity and success of Governor Nicholas were the just results

of intrinsic worth and of conscientious purpose. His style in conversa-

tion, as well as on the hustings or in debate, was deliberate, sententious,

and impressive. It was effective through the justness of his conclusions

and the cogency of his reasoning, and borrowed nothing from the mere-
tricious arts of the popular orator, whose devices, indeed, he held in con-

tempt. Though ever ready, at the sacrifice of his private interests, to

serve his country, he Avas singularly modest in his jiersonal claims, and
shunned instead of seeking jiolitical preferment. The successive posi-

tions occupied by Mr. iMonroe, previous to his election as President,

and Avhich proved the stepping-stones to that exalted station, were all

declined by Mr. Nicholas before they were offered to Mr. iMonroe. iMr.

Jefferson, his life-long friend, saw in tiie pecuniary embarassments in

Avhicli he became unfortunately involved, the only obstacle to his elec-

tion to the highest post in the gift of the country, and which, he main-
tained, the wisdom, purity of puiqiose, aud varied talents of Wilson
Cary Nicholas would have eminently adorned.

JAMES PATTON PRESTON.

Scarce another American family has numbered as many prominent
and honored rcpre.sentatives as that of the yeoman foumled Preston

descent, with its collateral lines and alliances.
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John Preston, its pmpositus, a ship-carpenter, was born in London- j

deny, Ireland, where he married Elizabeth Patton, a sister of Colonel 1

James Patton, of Donegal, with whom he removed to Virginia, and I

settled in the summer of 1735 in that portion of Orange County from
|

which Augusta County was erected in 1738. Colonel Patton had for I

some years commanded a merchant ship trading to Virginia, and was a
j

man of property, enterprise and influence. He obtained an order from
|

the Council of Virginia under which patents were issued to him and i

his associates for 120,000 acres of the best lands lying beyond the P>lue

Kidge. He was killed by the Indians at Smithfield, Virginia, in 1753.

He left as issue two daughters, one of whom married Captain William
Thompson, and the other Colonel John Buchanan. From the last were I

descended John l^loyd and John B. Floyd, Governors of Virginia, Hon.
j

James D. Breckinridge, of Louisville, Ky., and Colonel William P. 1

Anderson, of the United States Army. John Preston settled first at
|

Spring Hill, but in 1743 he purchased a tract of land, adjoining
\

Staunton, on the north side of the town. He died soon after, and was I

buried at the Tinkling Spring Meeting-House. His widow died in 1

1776, aged seventy-six yeai's. They had issue five children: Letitia,
]

who married Colonel Robert Breckinridge; Margaret, who married Rev.
|

John Brown; William, who married Susanna, daughter of Francis
|

Smith, of Hanover County, Virginia, and who was a member of the
)

House of Burgesses and a prominent patriot in the American Revolu-
tion; Ann, who married Francis Smith; and Mary, who married John
Howard.

Colonel William and Susanna (Smith) Preston had issue twelve

children: i. Elizabeth, married William S. ^ladison, the second son of »

John jMadison, and the brother of Rev. James Madison (President of j

William and ]\Iarv College), of Thomas Madison, who married the 1

youngest sister of Patrick Henry, and of George Madison, Governor of
j

Kentucky, who man-ied Jane Smith, the niece of Colonel Preston’s wife; i

ii. General John, member of the Assembly, and long treasurer of Vir-
|

ginia; married twice, first to IMary, daughter of William Radford, and i

secondly, to Mrs. Elizabeth Mayo, nec Carrington; iii. Francis, lawyer;
j

member of Virginia Senate, and of Congress, and brigadier-general in 1

the war of 1812; married Sarah B. Campbell, a niece of Patrick Henry
j

and daughter of General William Campbell, the hero of King’s Mount- I

ain; iv. Sarah, married Colonel James McDowell, of Rockbridge
|

County, an officer of the war of 1812, and had issue Governor James
McDowell and two danght('rs: Susan S., who married Hon. William
Taylor, of Virginia, and hhizabeth, who married Hon. Thomas II.

Benton, of iVIissouri; v. Anne, died at the age of thirteen years; vi.

William, Captain in the United States Army under Wayne; married
Caroline, daughter of Colonel George Hancock; of their issue, Hemi-
etta, married General Albert Sydney Johnston, of the United States and
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Confederate States Armies; and William, statesman, diplomate and
soldier, was a Major-General in the Confederate States Army; vii.

Susanna, married Nathaniel Hart, of AVoodford County, Kentucky;
viii. James Patton; ix. iVIary, married John Lewis, of Sweet Springs,

Virginia; x. Letitia, married John Floyd, Governor of Virginia; xi.

Thomas Lewis, lawyer, member of the Virginia Assembly and iMnjor in

the war of 1812; married Edmonia, daughter of Governor Edmund
Kandolph, and had issue: Elizabeth R., who married William A. Cocke,
of Cumberland County, Virginia; cud John Thomas Lewis, Colonel in

the Confederate States Army, and Professor in the Virginia Military

Institute, who married ^largaret J unkin, Virginia’s sweet poetess; xii.

Margaret Brown, married Colonel John Preston, of Walnut Grove,
Virginia, a distant relative. James Patton Preston, the subject of the

present sketch, and the eighth of tho cliildrcii of Colonel William and
Susanna (Smith) Preston, as enumerated, was born at Smithtield, June
21, 1774. He enjoyed early advantages of education, under one Pal-

frenan, a poet and scholar, who having, in a drunken frolic, l)een in-

veigled into a disreputable marriage in London, shipped himself to Vir-

ginia, under articles of service for his passage. Upon his arrival at

Williamsburg he was purchased by Colonel William Preston, and em-
ployed by him as a tutor in his family. Palfrenan was the friend and
correspondent of the jK)etess Elizabeth Carter, an English lady of great

learnijig and acquirements. Colonel Preston also possessed a tine library

which had been selected for him in London by Gabriel Jones, a learned

and able lawyer, who is said to have been an early partner in the prac-

tice with Thomas Jeflerson. James Patton Preston appears from the

catalogue of AVilliaiu and IMary College to have been a student in that

institution for some time during the period 1790-1730 . He probably
graduated thence about the year last stated. Tradition affirms him to

have been a merry youth; and a distinguished jurist, in a recent letter

to the writer, accredits him with the perpetration, whilst a student, of

a feat of equivocal distinction. In the preceding sketch of Lord Bote-

tourt, it will be recollected that it is stated that the statue of him
erected by order of the House of Burgesses, had been much mutilated

by the college students. Its graceless decapitation is stated to have
been a frolicsome freak of the embryo legislator and chief executive of

the Commonwealth of Vii’ginia.

James Patton Preston was elected to the State Senate of Virginia in

1802; was apjwinted Lieutenant-Colonel of the 12th Infantry, United
States Army, March 19, 1812

,
and for gallantry was ])romoted, August

15, 1813, to the rank of Colonel, ami assigned to the command of the

23d Regiment of Infantry. He partici[)ated in the battle of Chrystler’s

Field, November 11 , 1813
, and was so severely wounded in the thigh

that he was crippled for life. Peace having been declared, his com
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mand was disbanded, and he was honorably discharijed from service,

August 18, 1815. In recognition of his patriotic service he was elected,

by the General Assembly, Governor of Virginia, to succeed Wilson

Cary Nicholas, December 1, 1816, and served in , that capacity by
annual re-election until December 1, 1810. It is noteworthy that in

the last year of his incumbency, on the 25th of January, the law was
passed establishing the University of Virginia, in Albemarle County,
upon a site near Charlottesville which had previously belonged to Cen-

tral College, which was purchased. Fifteen thousand dollars per an-

num were appropriated from the Literary Fund to meet expenses of

building and of subsequent endowment. The institution was to be

under the direction of seven visitors, appointed by the Governor and
Council, and from their number these visitors were to elect a rector to

preside and give general su])erintendence. Thomas Jetierson was electe<l

the first rector and retained the ofiice until his death. lie drew all the

plans for the buildings, which were so nearly completed in 1824 that

preparations were made for opening the schools the following year.

This was done with professors chietiy ol)tained from Europe. Only
the chairs of law, chemistry and ethics wei’e filled from the L'nited

States. In the year 1819, also, a revision of the Code of Virginia was
made.

Subsequent to his gubernatorial service, ^Ir. Preston was for sevei’al

years postmaster of the city of Kichmond. He linaliy retired to his

patrimonial inheritance, the homestead “Smithfield,” in ^lontgomery
Countv, where he died Mav 4, 1843. The county of Preston, now' in

West V irginia, formed in 1818, from Monongalia County, was named
in his honor.

lie married Ann Taylor, the second daughter of Robert Taylor, a

prominent merchant of Norfolk, Virginia, and the sister of General
Robert Rarraud Taylor, of Virginia, and left issue three sons and
three daughters: i. William Rallard Pi-eston, a member of the Virginia

Conventions of 1850-1 and 1861, Secretary of the Navy in the C'al)inet

of President Taylor and Confedt'rate States Senator; married Lucy
Redd, and left issue; ii. KolHU’t Taylor Preston, Colonel Confederate
States Army, married 5Iary Hart, of South C'arolina, and left issue; iii.

James Patton Preston, Jr., ('olonel Cojdedcrate States Army, married
Sarah Caj)erton, and left issue; iv. Susan Preston, died unmarried;
V. Virginia Preston, died unmarried; and vi. Jane Grace Preston,

married Judge George Gilmer.

In support of tlu^ claim made in the oj-iening paragraph, of thi-

sketch, it may be said of “the Preston family” that it has furni>lu'd

the National Government a Vice-President (the Hon. ,lohn ('abell

Ibvckinridge), has lu'cn n'pi esenli'd in sevei’al of the Executive Pc-

Jiartments, and in both branclu's of (ongri'ss. It has giv('u Virginia

live Governors—McDowell, Campbell, Pri'slon, and the two Idoyds

—
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and to Kentucky, ^Missouri, and California, one each—severally in Crov-
|

eriiors Jacobs, B. Gratz thrown, and ^filler; Thomas Plart Benton,
|

John J. Crittenden, William C'. and AVilliam Ballard Preston, leadinir I

moulders of public sentiment; the Breckinridges, Or. Robert J. ami
j

William L., distinguished theologians of Kentucky; Professors Holmes.
j

Venable, and Cabell of the University of Virginia, besides other dis- I

tinguished educators. Kor is their battle-roll less glorious. It is \

claimed that more than a thousand of this family and its connections
|

served in the contending arnties in our late civil var. Among the
|

leaders were Generals Wade Hampton, Albert Sydney Joh.nston,
|

Joseph Eggleston Johnston, John Buchanan Floyd, John Cabell
\

Breckinridge, and John S, and William Preston. When it is stated
j

that besides the names enumerated, the family is connected with those
|

of Baldwin, Blair, 13owyer, Brown, Buchanan, Bruce, Cabell, Carring-
j

ton, Christian, Cocke, Flournoy, Gamble, Garland, Gilmer, Gibson,
\

Grattan, Hart, Henry, Hughes, Howard, Lee, Lewis, iMadison, i\Iar- 5

shall. Mason, iMassie, IVIayo, Parker, Payne, Peyton, Pleasants, Pope,
\

Radford, Randolph, Read, Redd, Rives, Siddon, Shelley, Taylor, Thomp- !

son, Trigg, Venable, Watkins, Ward, Watts, Winston, AVicklitie, i

among many others as well esteemed, some idea may be formed of its

mental characteristics and social influence.

THOMAS MANX KAXDOLPH.

Thomas IMann Randolph, the eldest son of Thomas IMann and Anne
|

(Cary) Randolph, was born at “Tuckahoe,” the family seat, in Gooch- \

land County, Virginia, in the year 17G8. His father, a member of the
\

Virginia Convention and of the Committee of Safety of 1775, and •

frequently afterwards of the State Assembly, was the son of Thomas I

and Anne (daughter of Tarleton Fleming) Randolph, and the grand-
j

son of the emigrant William Randolph, of “Tui'key Island.” His
|

mother was Anne, daughter of Colonel Archibald Cary, of “ Ampthill,” \

Chesterfield County, an ardent patriot of the Revolution, whose un-
conqn’omising resistance to British rule gained him the sobriquet of

“Old Iron.” The wife of Colonel Cary was ^lary, daughter of Richard
Randoljdi, of “Carles,” and his wife Jane, daughter of John Bolling,

of “Cobbs,” who was fourth in descent from Pocahontas and John
Rolfe.

Thomas IMann Randolph, the subject of this sketch, after a ])re-

liniinary course at A\dlliam and Mary College, comjdeted his education
at the University of Edinburgh, and visited Paris in 1788,. wluu-e

Thomas Jellerson was then residing as the ^linister from the United
States, having with him his daughter Martha. The young peo])le were
second cousins, and had been attached to each other from childhood.
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Young Randolph in person and mind exhibited marked traces of liotli

lines of his descent. “He was tall, lean, with dark expressive features

and a flashing eye, commanding in carriage, elastic as steel, and had
that sudden sinewy strength which it would not be difficult to fancy he
inherited from the forest monarchs of Virginia.” His education was a

finished one. His reading was extensive and varied. His fortune was
amj)le, and would have been immense but for the change eflected in

the Virginia statutes of descent. Few young men had attracted more
attention abroad. He received marked attentions in the Scottish capi-

tal, and made friends, too, among the grave and learned. Thomas
Mann Randol})h and iMartha Jeflerson were niarried at “ Monticello,”

February 23, 1790. The young couple for a time lived at “ Varina,”

a few miles below Richmond, in Henrico County, noted as having been

the county seat, the residence of Rev. William Stith, the historian, and
as the point of exchange of Confederate and Federal prisoners during
the late war. Thomas Maun Randolpli served as a member of the Vir-

ginia Senate in 1793 and 1794. He removed soon after this period to

“Edge Hill,” Albemarle County, where he continued to reside until

1808, when his family was domesticated with Mr. Jeflerson, at “Mon-
ticello.” He was a representative from Virginia in the United States

Congress from 1803 to 1807. On the last day of the session of 1806,

misapprehending an expression in a speech made by his brilliant and
eccentric kinsman, John Randol})h “of Roanoke,” he rose and passion-

ately resented the supposed reflection in bitter denunciation. The
calmer counsels of friends, however, convinced him of his error, which
he with due manliness admitted in the House, regretting his expres-

sions, and disclaiming any “disposition to wound the feelings of any
gentleman who did not intend to wound his.” A duel, however, for a
time seemed imminent, and i\Ir. Randolph repaired to Richmond witli

the expectancy of a hostile meeting, but reason prevailed ami the matter
was ended. TTie sentiments of two eminent men, elicited by tliis aflaii-,

are worthy of transmission. Tliey are extracted Ironi the original

letters, before the writer. JMr. Jeflerson writes from Washington,
June 23, 1806: “I had fondly hoped that tlie unfortunate matter be-

tween yourself and John Ramlolph, the last evening of Congress, had
been stifled almost in the moment of its birth;” and, in reference to the

wife and children of Mr. Randolph : “is it possible that your duties to

those dear objects can weigh more lightly than those to a gladiator?

Be assured this is not the opinion of tlie mass of mankind, of the

thinking jiart of society, of that di.screet jiart whose esteem we value.

Jf malice and levity find sport in mischief, rational men are not there-

fore to exhibit themselves for their amnsiMnent. But even the stri[)lings

of fashion aiv sensible that the laws of dueling are made for them alone,

for lives of no consequence to others; not f)r the fathers of families or
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for those charged with other great moral concerns. The valuable part
of society condemns in their hearts that knight-errantry which, follow-

ing the ignis fatuas of an imaginary honour, bursts asunder all the liga-

ments of duty and affection.” Mr. Jefferson, writing ggain, July 13th,

says: “I find but one sentiment prevailing (and I have that from very
many)—that the thing may stop where it is with entire honour to your-

self, and with no other diminution of it to tlie other party, than show-
ing that he has not that ravenous appetite for unnecessary risk which
some had ascribed to him

;
and winch indeed is the falsest of lionour, as

a mere compound of crime and folly. I hope, therefore, that the

matter is at an end, and that great care will be taken not to revive it.

I believe that will be the case on his side, for I tliink you have been
mistaken in supposing he meant to try any experiment on your sensi-

bility. Of this lie is acquitted, I find, by all who had opportunities of

observing his selection of characters to be the sulijects of his sarcasms.”

The celebrated John Taylor, “ of Caroline,” writing from Fredericks-

burg, June 26, 1806, to Wilson Cary Nicholas, says : “The two Ran-
dolphs are preparing, I see, to cut each other’s throats—the devil hav-

ing made such men mischievous in society as would imbibe vice, could

only rob it of those who would not be wicked by a stratagem. There-

fore he invented a delusion called ‘ honour,’ concealing the epitliet of
‘ false,’ which ought to belong to the inscription upon all his manufact-
ures. ^ * '1^ Nothing can, in my view, be more ridiculous than the

controversy which may eventually rob the State of one or of two of her

most valuable citizens. * And tiray, for be assured it will be a

good action, sto}> where it is, the progress of this ‘aftliir of his majesty’s

honour.’
”

Mr. Randolph now, in deference to the desire of his wife, withdrew
from public life, and devoted liimself to agricultural pursuits at “Edge
Hill,” riding thither daily from “ ^Monticello.” He possessed a restless

and vehement energy—but it was not sufiiciently accompanied with tliat

degree of perseverance which is the basis of important and continued

success. He corresponded widely with leading agriculturists in the

United States and England—in the latter with Sir John Sinclair, who
was also a correspondent of Washington. The claims of his beloved

State, invaded by the enemy in the war with Great Britain in L'^12,

met with instantaneous response in the ardent patriotism of IMr. Ran-
dol})h. He was among the first to raise a command and rush to her

defence. He gallantly participated in tlu‘ engagements of the sea-l)oard,

and w’as soon promoted to the rank of Lioutenant Colonel, and j)laced

in command of the 1st Eight Corj)s. On the 20th of March, 1813, ho

became the Colonel commandant of the 20th United State's Infantry, ami
performed etlicient service on the Canada line. Dt'cembm* 1, 1810, by

election of the Assembly, he succeiah'd flames P. Preston as Governor
of Virginia, and thus served by annual re-election until Decemher 1,
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1822. Returning to his farm he resumed his private pursuits, hut be-

coming pecuniarily involved, he resigned his aiiliirs to the charge of his

eldest son, Tliomns Jefferson Randolph, and applied for a commission
from the Government to run the boundary line between Georgia and
Florida. But the precarious condition of his health necessitated the

relinquishment of the proposed employment and his return home. Fie

died at “ Monticello,” June 20, 1828, aged sixty years. His cliaracter-

istics are thus recited by Randall, in Ids Life of Jefferson (Yol. J, j).

558); “He was brilliant, versatile, eloquent in conversation, impetuous
and imperious in temper, chivalric in generosity, a knight errant in

courage, in calm moments a just, and at all times a high toned man.’'

His son, the late Thomas Jefferson Randolph, was wont to apply to 1dm
the lines of Scott, in the Lay of the Last Minstref describing William
of Deloraine;

“Alike to him were time and tide,

December’s sleets or July’s pride.

Alike to him were tide or time,

Moonless midnight or matin })rime.”

The range of scientific attainment of Governor Randolph has been
alluded to. His only surviving child, Mrs. jMeikleham, of Washington,
D. C., has kindly communicated the following in relation thereto:

“The Abbe Corria, who was sent l)y the Portuguese government to

study the flora of America, who was called in Paris ‘ the learned Portu-

guese,’ and who was ranked by De Candolle with, if not above Cuvier
and Humboldt, spent the summers and autumns during his visit, at
‘ jMonticello.’ lie and my father spent hours every day wandering, in

compan}" with each other, through the woods and fields, and he was
thus fully able to pronounce judgment upon the })iofciency of one
branch at least of the scientific attainments of my father, whom he
affirmed to be the best botanist with whom he had met in America.”
Of the issue of Governor Randolph his son, Thomas Jeflerson Ran-

dolph, who married Jane, the daughter of Governor AVilson Cary
Nicholas, served fj-equently in the Virginia Assembly, and edited the

papers of his grandfather, Thomas Jefferson, ]mblished in four volumes,
8vo, in 1828. Another son, George AVythe Randolph, a lawyer of dis-

tinction—a conspicuous member of the Virginia Convention of 18()0-1,

which passed the ordinance of secession—entered the Confederate service

as Major of the Howitzer Battalion, of Richmond, and for gallantry at

the battle of Bethel was made a brigadier-general. He was {Secretary of

AACar of the C’onfederate {States from.AIarch 17 to November 17, 18()2.

Resuming the practice of law, he in Heccunber, 18()o, went to France as

the agent of the C’onfederate Treasury I)ei)artment, and returned home
in September, 18G5, with shattered health. He died at Richmond,
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Virginia, Ajnl] 4, 1867, in the forty-ninth year of his age. Of the

daughters of Governor Eandolph, Anne Caiy, married Charles Bank-
head; Eleanora, married Josepli Coolidge, of Boston, iMass.

;
Virginia,

married Nicliolas P. Trist; and Septimia, married David Meikieham.
Congress has recently granted Mrs. Meikieham a pension. A daughter
of Thomas Jefferson Randolph, Miss Sarah Aiclioias Randolph, is favor-

ably known as the authoress of Home lientinisccnces of Thomas Jefferson,

and other works of merit. She has l^een associated toi' some years with

her sisters in the conduction of an admirable female school at “Edge
Hill.” Among his daughters, IMargaret, married ^Villiam Randolph

;

Martha Jefierson, married J. C. R. Taylor; Cary Anne, married Colonel

Frank G. Ruffin, a vigorous writer, and favorably known in the agricult-

ural and political annals of Virginia; Maria Jeiferson, married Charles

R. Mason; Jane H., married Major R. G. H. Kean, a ])roniinent mem-
ber of the Lynchburg bar; Ellen W., married AVilliam B. Harrison.

Of his two sons. Dr. Wilson Cary Nicholas Randolph, a successful phy-
sician, married Miss Holladay, and Lewis Meriwether Randolph, Major
Confederate States Army, married Miss Daniel. The last died a few
years since.

JAMES PLEASANTS.

The founder of the excellent Pleasants family of Virginia, John
Pleasants, was a member of the pacific, prudent and upright Society of

Friends, and many of his descendants have consistently held the same
tenets to the present day. He was a native of Norwich, England,
from whence, in 1665, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, he emigrated

to the colony of Virginia, .settling in Henrico County, on James River,

in 1668. During the period 1679-1690 he received grants of nearly

five thousand acres of land. He married Jane, widow of Samuel
Tucker, and died at his seat, “Curies,” IMay 12, 1698. He had issue:

i. John, who married Dorothea Cary, was a patentee of nearly ten

thousand acres of land, and February 17, 1752, was appointed one of

the trustees of the town of Richmond, ^"irginia
;

ii. Elizabeth, married
James Cocke, and their numerous descendants number the names of

Harrison, Poythress, and many others equally estimable
;

iii. Jo.seph,

patented nearly two thousand acres of land, married Martha O'cke.

Of the issue of four sons and three daughters of Joseph and Martha
(Cocke) Pleasants, the second son, John, of “ Ihckanockie,” married
Susanna, the sixth child of Tarlctoif^ and Ursula (Flemingt) AVoodson.

^MTis niothor was J udith, (hiuahtcr of Stephen Tarlet(ni, who is said to have
been of the family of Colonel Banastre Tarleton, the famous British partisan
ranger of the Kevolution.

TThe danahter of Charles FleminjJt, of New Kent ('’onnty, Viri^inia, who was
said to be deseended from Sir TarU'ton 1-deming, s(>e(»nd son of tlie Karl of Wigton,
who inarrieil in Ihigland, Miss Tarleton

;
emiirrated to \'irginia in Itilti, I.andine;

at Jamestown, but settling afterwards in New Kent County, where he tliejl. lie
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of the fourth generation in descent from John Woodson, of Dorsetshire,.

England, who accompanied Sir John Harvey to the colony of Virgiiiia

in 1624, according to tradition, “in the capacity of surgeon to a com-
pany of soldiers.” Of the issue of six sons and two daughters of John
and Susanna (Woodson) Pleasants, the third son, James, of “Conten-
tion,” married Anne, widow of John P. Pleasants and Isham Pandolph,
of “ Dungenness,” Goocliland County, who was the son of the emigrant
William Randolph, of “Turkey Island,” James River, Virginia. Of
the issue of two sons and four daughters of James and Anne (Pleasants-

Randolph) Pleasants, James, the subject of this sketch, was the first

child. He was born in 1769, and after a well grounded common school

education, studied law with the distinguished Judge William Fleming,
and entered on the practice with consideral)le success. In 1796 he was
elected to represent Goocldand County in the House of Delegates of

Virginia, and in 1803 was chosen the clerk of the body, which latter

position he filled most acceptably until some time during the year 1810,

when he was elected a member of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives, in which body he faithfully and etheiently served from 1811
to 1819. December 1, 1822, by election of tlie General Assembly of
Virginia, he succeeded Thomas Mann Randolph as Governor of Vir-

ginia, and thus served by annual re-election, with great acceptability,

until December 1, 1825, wiien, being by tlie constitution no longer

eligible, he was succeeded by John Tyler. Mr. Pleasants subsequently

served as a member of the distinguislied and im})ortant State Constitu-

tional Convention of 1829-1830. This was his last })ublic service, for

though twice appointed to judicial position, such was his rare mcKlesty that

he declined acceptance from a distrust of his qualifications. He died

November 9, 1836, in Goochland County, universally esteemed for his

public and private virtues. Governor Pleasants married Susanna, Law-
son, second daughter of Colonel Hugh Rose,^' of “Geddes,” and his

had issue three sons: Tarleton, John and Charles (as above), and several daugh-
ters. Tcyleton Fleming married Miss Bates, of Williamsburg (Edward Jtates^^^of

Missouri, was of the same family), and had three sons, of whom Tarleton married
Mary, sister of Thomas Mann Kandolph, Sr., of “Tuekahoe,” Virginia. Of this
Flemingfamily was Colonel John Fleming, of the Revolution, and the distinguished
jurist, William Fleming, of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.

*'He was the second son of Rev. Robert Rose, and his wife Anne, daughter of
Henry Fit/Jiugh, of Stafford County, Virginia. Rev. K’obcrt Rose was (he son of
John and Margaret (Grant) Rose, of Wester Alves, Scotland, (haluced in the
twelfth generation from Hugh Rose, of Esther CJeddes, 1J02. He migrated to
Virginia early in the eighteenth century, and was a man of varied usefulness,
sometime rector of St. Anne’s parish, Albemarle C'ountv. Virginia. He had no
mean knowledge of surveying, medicine and surgery, conducted milling, was an
extensive planter, not unskilled in mechanics, and was a merchant withal. He
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wife, who was Caroline Matilda Jordan, of “Seven Islands,” Bucking-

ham County, Virginia.

The issue of Governor James and Susanna (Kose) Pleasants was:

i. iMarianna, marri(Ml Granville Smith; ii. Caroline, married Thomas
Curd, M. D.

;
iii. John Hampden, a journalist of conspicuous talents,

who founded the llichmond Whifj, and was its chief editor for twenty-

two years. He was a poignant thorn in the side of the Democracy, and
a fearless antagonist of the Bichmond Enquirer, its organ, which was
founded and conducted by the famous Thomas Kitchie, “the father of

the Democratic party.” His trenchant pen led to a duel between him-

self and Thomas Kitchie, Jr., in which he was latally v/ounded, dying

February 25, 1840, in the prime of manhood, in the midst of useful-

ness and the full assurance of the most brilliant career. His death

was profoundly deplored, and his friends have never ceased to depre-

cate the agencies instrumental to it. It was regarded, as was the death

•of Alexander Hamilton at the hands of Aaron Burr, as an immolation

upon the altar of partisan spirit; iv. Marella, married Marcelhis Smith;
V. Susanna Lawson, married John Morris, 51. 1)., of “Green Springs,”

Louisa County, Virginia; vi. Hugh Kose, a distinguished joiirnaiist.

long connected with the press of Kichmond, died xkj)ril 27, 1870; vii.

Charles James; and viii. Anne 5Iatilda, married Dr. Ealam, of Chester-

field County, Virginia. John Hampden Pleasants was twice married;
first to Ann Irving, and secondly to Mary 5Iassie. He had issue

:

•James Pleasants, a prominent lawyer of Kichmond, and Ann Eliza, wlio

married Douglas H. Gordon. The descendants of John Pleasants, the

founder of the family in Virginia, are so numerous and so widely con-

nected with the prominent families of the State and Union as to render
any enumeration of names injudicious here.

JOHN TYLER.

John Tyler (whose descent has been deduced in a preceding sketch),
the second son of Governor John and 5Iarv (Armistead) Tyler, was
born at “Greenway,” his father’s seat in (diaries City Countv, Virginia,

March 29, 1790. As a mere child he was of an unusuaLlv studious
habit, and early exhibited a passion for books, particularly for works
of history. Entering William and Mary College as a student at the

age of twelve yeais, he soon attracted the notice of Bisho}) James
Madison, the venerable jiresident of that institution; and during his

entire collegiate course young John Tyler was, in an especial degree,

was th(‘ cxi'cutor of (hivernor Spotswood, and died Juno dO, 17dl, ando'sts he-
iieatU a inassivt' inarhle tomi) in the grounds of the veneral)le St. .John’s Clmroh,
at Itiehmoml, Virginia. He left a landed estate of nearly 80,000 acres, and his
descendants inelnde the names of Turpin, Uarland. rah’ell, C'lail)orne,’ (Valker,
Scott, Lewis, (’after. Price, 'I'aliaferro, Koane, Coleman, 1 rvinv, Whitehe.ad, P.errv,
Brooke, Kedd, Dox, luihank, and of many others of tlie highest esteem, scatterikl
throughout the Ihuted Stateti.
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the favorite of tliat distiiigin.shocl man. Generous in liis disposition,

with pleasing and conciliating manners, and an open, frank and hearty

spirit—these characteristics, 1)V which he was distinguished through life,

and which were so largely conducive to his public success, then en-

deared him to his fellow-students, and he was not less their favorite

than that of his teacher. Having completed the courses, he graduated

at the age of seventeen, and delivered on the occasion, an jiddress on

the subject of “Female Educati(m,” which was pronounced by the

college faculty as singularly creditable. He now devoted himself to the

study of the law, which he had already commenced during his collegi-

ate course, and j)assed the next two years in reading, first with his

father, and latterly with Edmund Kandolph, a former Governor of Vii’-

ginia and one of the most eminent lawyers in the State. Aided by the

counsels of two such pi'cceptors, his progress in this, as in his previous

studies, was nuK^t rapid. At the age of nineteen he appeared at the

bar of his native county as a practicing lawyer, a certificate having been

given him without inquiry as to his having attained the ])rerequisite

years of manhood. 8uch was his s])eedy success, that it is said tliat ere

three months had elapsed there was scarcely a disputable case on the

docket of the court in which he was not retained. At the age of twenty
he was ofiTered a nomination as the delegate from Charles City Cminty
in the State Assemldy, but he declined the })rotfered honor until the

following year, when, having attained his majority a short time bel’ore

the election was held, he was chosen almost unanimously a mend)er of

the House of Delegates. He took his seat in that body in Deceinbc]-,

1811. The breaking out of tlie war with Great Britain, with its inci-

dental exciting measures, and the jmblic solicitude involved, afforded a

fine scope for the improvement of his powers of oratory. Jjike the

brilliant Charles James Fox, he spoke often with the view of inci’casing

them, and was encouraged by the attention which his speeches com-
manded. About this period, INlcssrs. Giles and Brent, then Senato)s

from Virginia, disobeying an instruction from the State Assembly to

vote against the chartering of a United States Bank, Mr. Tyler intro-

duced a resolution of censure in the House of Delegates, animadverting
severely uj)on the course of the Senators, and laying it down as a prin-

ciple to be adhered to undcviatingly thereafter, that any person accept-

ing the office of United States Senator from Virginia tacitly l)Ound him-

self to obey, during the }>eriod of his service, the instructions he might
receive from its Legislature. Eater in his jniblic life he consistently

exhibited his adhereiu'e to a ])rinci])le thus early inculcated, in resigning

his seat in the United States Senate rather than record a vote alike re-

pugnant to his judgment and his sense of conscientious duty. Mr.
Tyler continued a nu'mber of the Legislature by re-election for five

years successively. His popularity in his native county is instanced in

the fact that on one occasion, during this ])criod, when seven candidates
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offered themselves, ]\Ir. Tyler received all the votes polled in the county
but five. Some years later, vhen a candidate for Congress, of the two
hundred votes given in the same county, he received, with a strong

and distinguished competitor, all but one. He zealously supported the

administration during the wnr, and raised a volunteer company when
Richmond was threatened, but they were not brought into action.

During the session of 181f)-1816, whilst still a meml)er of the House of

Delegates, INIr. Tyler was elected a member of the Executive Council,

and acted in this capacity until November, 1816, when he was elected

to fill a vacancy in the representation in Congress, from the Richmond
district, occasioned by the death of Hon. John Clopton, and took his

seat ill the month following. In the debate in this body on the rate

of compensation to be allowed its members, and in Avhich Calhoun, Joiin

Randolph, Grosvcnor, Henry Clay, Southard nnd other prominent
statesmen participated, Mr. Tyler eloquently replied to Mr. Calhoun,
advocating a retuni to the former per diem rate of six dollars, and con-

sistently maintaining his early enunciated principles of the rights of con-

stituents and the duty of their representatives. Said he: ‘‘You have
no robes of office here to bestow, no stars or garter to confer, but the

proudest title which we can boast, and the only one worthy of being

boasted of, is that which is to be read in the applause of our contem-
poraries and the gratitude of posterity. ^ * * If a member of this

body is not a representative of the people, what is he? and if he is, how
can he be regarded as representing the people when he speaks, not their

language, but his own? He ceases to be their representative when he
does so, and represents himself alone. Is the creature to set himself in

opposition to his creator? Is the servant to disobey the wislies of his

master? From the very meaning of the word representative, tlie obliga-

tion to obey instructions results. The Federal- Constitution was sub-

mitted to conventions of the different States for adoption. Suppose the

people had instructed their representatives in convention to have rejected

the Constitution, and their instructions had been disobeyed, would this

be called a government of the people adoj^ted by their choice ? >> * *

The gentleman from South Carolina mentioned the name of Edmund
Burke. I venerate the talents of that distinguished orator as highly as

any man
;
and I hold in high respect the memory and virtues of the

illustrious Chatham
;
but, highly as I esteem the memories of those great

statesmen, they will sutler no di.<paragement by a comparison with the

immortal Sidney. I })refer to draw my principles from the father of the

Church, from the man who fell a martyr in the cause of freedom, who
consecrated his princi])les by his blood, from the fountain from which
has flowed the })rinciples of the very C^)nstitution under which we act.”

Mr. Tyler also in the same session ably opposed the resolution, intro-

duced by Mr. Pickens, of South Carolina, proposing an amendment to

>
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the Constitution, which provided for the establishment of a uniform mode
of electing representatives in Congress and electors of President and Vice-

President throughout the United States, by the division of the several

States into districts for those purposes. After much discussion, the

proposition was laid on the table near the close of the session, not again

to be revived. In the fifteenth Congress Mr. Tyler voted against the

provision offered by Mr. Clay for a minister to the provinces of the Itio

la Plata, holding that it would be a virtual acknowledgment by the

United States of their independence. He also opposed all internal im-

provements by the General Government, and the recharter of the

United States Bank, which he held to be unconstitutional. In the

lengthy del)ate on the resolutions censuring General Jackson for his

arbitrary course in the Seminole War, in the execution of the prisoners

Arbuthnot and Ambrister, i\Ir. Tyler warmly participated, urging the Jido]>

tion of the resolutions, but they were finally negatived. In the sixteenth

Congress lie opposed the prominent measures of a revision of the tariff

for protection, and the Missouri Compromise, the latter upon the ground
that it restricted the diffusion of slaves, which he held to lie the surest

means towards their ultimate emancipation. iMr. Tyler, by re-election,

continued to serve in Congress until near the close of the term of 1821,

when ill-health necessitated his resignation, and he retired to his farm,

“Sherwood Forest,” in Charles City County, possessing the respect of

each of the great political parties. He did not long remain in private

life. In 1828 he was again elected a member of the Virginia Legislat-

ure, and took the lead in all matters of public utility wiiich occu|)ied

that body; many of the most beneficial of the internal improvements of

the State being the result of his zealous and untiring labors. In 1825
he was elected by the Assembly Governor of Virginia, succeeding
James Pleasants, Jlecember 1st. He was re-elected the following year
by a unanimous vote, but being elected January 18, 1827, to succeed
John Kandol})h in the United States Senate, he resigned the office of

Governor on the 4th of March, and was succeeded by 5Villiam Branch
Giles. The claims of the soldiers of the Revolution had ever bee:i

warmly maintained by iMr. Tyler, and during his service in Congress he
had strenuously resisted every effort to reduce the pittances which liad

been provided for them by the nation. In a communication to the

General Assembly, whilst Governor, he insisted that the claims of the

Revolutionary patriots of the Virginia State Line, which had with
llagrant injustice, been discriminated against, should be pre.>i.scd upon the

attention of the General Government. He urges that: “The claims of
our soldiers have ever been listeni'd to with an attentive ear by the con-

stituted authorities of this State, and would lung since have been ful-

filled to the very letter of promise but for the magnificent donation
made by Virginia to the Federal Government of all her northern lands.

It may be contidently asserted that in making that cession this Common-
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wealth never intended tliat the claims of any part of lier liardy veterans

should in any manner have remained unprovided for. The fact of the omis-

sion of all mention of her troops on State establishment in the compacts
entered into by her with the Government of tlie United States must have
been an omission resulting purely from accident. * The f\ct is,

that tlie Virginia troo])s on State establishment are as much entitled to

the liberality of Congress as those who served on Continental cstatdish-

inent. Those of the State Line who were entitled to land bounty, en-

listed for a period not less than tliree years, and Avere found fighting by
the side of the Continental troops, from one extremity of the Confed-

eracy to tlie other. Their services in the achievement of our independ-

ence equally entitle them to the nation’s gratitude. Why, then, should

not Congress interfere in their liehalf? AVhile Ave present to the

National Government an occasion for tlie exercise of its liberality, Ave

present also a claim sanctioned by every. principle of justice; and \ve

might reasonably indulge the anticipation that our application Avould be

listened to Avith attention and croAvned Avdth success.” Mr. Tyler also

strenuously recommended to the Assembly the organization of a system
for the general instruction of the masses of the peo])le. The year 182l>

was marked by an e\amt AAdiich thrcAV the Avhole American nation into

mourning—the deaths of Thomas «Jefferson and John Adams. That
tAVO of three only survivors of the signers of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence should breathe their last upon the same day, and that day the

anniA’-ersary of the ])romulgation of that grand instniment, Avas a coin-

cidence the most remarkable. IMr. Jefferson died at “ ^[onticello,” just

fifty years after the Declaration, at the very recurrent hour of the day,

it is said, at AA'hich the immortal Avork of his hands Avas read in the

Congress of the United States. On the receijit of the intelligence at

Richmond, Governor Tyler was requested to deliver a commemorative
address, and accordingly on the-llth instant, after scarce three days of

pre]>aration, pronounced at the C’apitol square, in Richmond, a funeral

oration, ])rofoundly touching in its l)eauiy and impressive eloquence.

Mr. Tyler took his seat in the United States Senate in Decend)er, 1827.

Ill that body he voted against the tarifi* bill of 1828, and Avas a firm

supporter of General Jackson on his accession to the Presidency, but
ever maintained an independence of action. He Avas frank in the
avoAval of his opinions, AA’hich Averc sometimes at A’ariance Avith those

of the President. AVhilst thus etliciently representing Virginia in the

Supreme C’ouncil of the nation, Air. Tyler also rendered service in

her important and illustriously composed (’onstitutional Convention
of 182‘J-dO. During the session of 1881-1882 he opposed the re-

cliarter of the United States Rank, maintaining, as on a ju’cvious

occasion, that it Avas an unconstitutional measure. He also voted

against the tariff bill of 1882; but in the course of a speech in the
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Senate, he enunciated the principles of concession upon which, and at

his instance, IMr. Clay, in 1883, })redicatcd his famous compromise act.

Mr. Tyler in a speech of much eloquence avowed his sym])athy Mith

the nullification movement in South Carolina, in 1832, and in conse-

quence of the proclamation of President Jackson, withdrew his sup])ort

from him. When the movement \vas made in the Virginia Asseml)ly,

in 1832, for the emancipation of slaves, AVilliam II. Brodiiax, John
Randolph “of Roanoke,” John ^Marshall, Philip A. Rolling, Thomas
Jefiersou Randolph, James ^fcDowell, and William H. Roane, being

among its prominent supporters, i\Ir. Tyler, then a member of the

Senate Committee on the District of Columbia, drew with his own
hands, and inserted in the code prepared for the District, but which
was not acted on, a bill providing for the abolition of slavery in the

District, thus anticipating by eighteen years a similar provision inserted

in the Compromise of 1850. In 1833 he was re-elected to the ^Senate

for six years, and opposed the removal of the Government deposits from
the United States Bank. His independent course separated him from
the President’s friends in Virginia, who subsequently supported I\Ir.

Van Buren.

In 1836 the Legislature of Virginia instructed its Senators, iUr. Tyler

and Benjamin Watkins Leigh, to vote for ex])unging from tlie journals

of the Senate the resolution of Mr. Clay censuring the President for his

assumption of unjustifiable authority in removing the bank dc})osits.

As Mr. Tyler approved of the resolution, and believed the })ro])osilii)n

to expunge to be in violation of the Constitution, he could not con-

scientiously obey instructions, and, true to his avowed ])rinciples, he
resigned his seat February 10th, and was succeeded by William Cabell

Rives. Ilis colleague, iMr. Leigh, however, refused to obey the will of

the Legislature, and held his seat
;
and though locally lauded and c(un-

plimentcd, with iMr. Tyler, by the Whigs of Richmond (his residence),

with a public dinner, yet his course, in the sequel, was proved to be an
injudicious one, as weighed in the scale of his public interests, for, not-

withstanding his pure character and great intellect, his error was irre-

deemable. He was henceforth bai’red from j)olitical prejernumt. In

the sj)ring of 1838 Mr, Tyler was elected by the AVhigs of James City

County to the Virginia Assembly, and in 1830 he was elected a member
of the AVhig Convention that met at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to

nominate a candidate for lh-e<ident of the United States. He was
chosen Vice-President of the Convention, and warmly su])ported IMr.

Clay for the nomination. The choice of the Convention, however, was
General William 11. Harrison for President, with Mr. Tyler for Vice-

Prcsiilent, and in 1840 they were both elected, and were inaugunOed
on the Jth of March, 1841; but the former dying April 4th, after an
administration of only one month, iMr, Tyler, in accordance with the

provisions of the C’onstitution, became Ihesident of the United States.
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He retained the Cabinet appointed by his predecessor, and proceeded to

check, so for as lie could consistently Avith the previous commitments
of Harrison, the removal of the supporters of Van Boren’s administra-

tion. In the canvass of 1840 no decision had been made relative to a
fiscal agent for the receipt and disbursement of the public moneys. The
issue of a bank Avas repeatedly pressed as a desideratum by prominent
"Whigs and the neAvspaper organs of their party. President Tyler, in

his first message, AA’hile reserving to himself in express terms the poAver

to veto any measure Avhich AA’ould contravene the Constitution, recom-
mended the repeal of the sub-treasury laAv, and the substitution of a ncAV

fiscal agent. He had ahvays denied the poAver in Congress of national

incorporation operating per se OA'er the Union. In priAuite conversations

Avith Clay and other prominent Whigs, before the meeting of Congress,

he had urged a scheme Avhich Avould not iiiA’olve his Constitutional ob-

jections. This they rejected, and Mr. Clay again proposed, essentially,

instead, the re-establishment of the old United States Bank. The
President Amtoed the bill, as he did another, in alleged accordance Avith

his suggestion for a fiscal agent, AAdiich Avas otfered for his ajiproval.

The sub-treasury laAV in the meantime had been rejiealed; great excite-

ment preAuiiled, and all of l\Ir. Tyler’s Cabinet, Avith the excejTion of

Daniel Webster, resigned, and a simultaneous assault AA'as made upon
him by the press aiid orators of the ^Vhig party througliout the country.

He, hoAA'ever, remained firm, and immediately filled his Cabinet Avitli

eminent State’s rights Whigs and ConserA^atives.

The most im])ortant acts of the long session (t.AVO hundred and sixty-nine

days) of 1841-1842 Avere a neAV tariff laAV Avith incidental protection, an
act establishing a uniform bankrupt hiAv, and an apportionment of repre-

sentath'es according to the census of 1840. The momentous treaty Avith

Great Britain, settling the northeastern boundary of the United States,

AA'as ratified at Washington on the 28th of August, 1842. The })ro-

vision in its eighth article concerning the African squadron for the ]>ro-

tection of American commerce, and the prevention of the slaA^e trade

on the coast of Africa, Avas the suggestion of Mr. Tyler. In INIay, 1843,

the President appointed Caleb Cushing, of iMassachusetts, a commis-
sioner to the Chinese government. On the 12th of April, 1844, a
treaty AA'as concluded at Washington, providing for the annexation of

Texas to the United States, but on the 8th of June it was rejected by
the Senate. On the 25th of January, 1845, a joint resolution for an-

nexing Texas Avas adopted in the House of Representatives by a vote

of 120 to 98; and the same Avas adopted in the Senate, on the 1st of

IMarch, by a vote of 27 to 25, and the same day it was approved by the

President. Thus, tAvo days before the ex]nration of his term of office,

Mr. Tyler had the satisfaction of Avitnessing the consummation of an
act Avhich he had long earnestly desired and persistently striven for.
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The terms proposed were ratified on the 4th of July following by a

Constitutional Convention assembled at Austin, Texas, and that State

became one of our great Union. Upon the expiration of his Presi-

dential term Mr. Tyler returned to private life, upon his farm in Vir-

ginia.

In the Democratic Convention which assembled at Baltimore, INlary-

land, on the 13th of May, 1844, to nominate candidates for President

and Vice-President, Mr. Tyler was the first choice of a large following

for the Presidency, and it was thought that his friends held the

balance of power in several States. Mr. Van Buren, also a candidate,

was so objectionable to many of the Democratic party that it was urged
that, between him and the candidate of the AChig party, they would
prefer Mr. Clay. The friends of Mr. Tyler, to secure the defeat of

Mr. Van Buren, and the nomination of a candidate in sympathy with

the policy and measures of the administration of IMr. Tyler, notably the

annexation of Texas, resolved upon the two-thirds rule, and under its

application, Mr. Van Buren was discarded, and Mr. Tyler withdraw-

ing, James K. Polk was nominated, and subsequently elected as the

successor of l\Ir. Tyler.

During the long period of relief from the strife and anxieties of polit-

ical life, which Avas now enjoyed by Mr. Tyler in the blessings of a

competence and of domestic bliss, there Avas an episode not the least

creditable in his honorable career, and highly characteristic in its

marked exemplification of his sense of duty as a citizen. In 1847 he

Avas designated by the justices of Charles City County for an essential

but humbly named duty, and to Avliich, in common Avith other citizens,

he Avas liable. It Avas at the instance, it Avas said, of those aa'Iio Avished

to inflict a mortification by conferring, in derision, upon an ex-Presi-

dent of the United States the humble position of an overseer of the

public road. INIr. Tyler promptly accepted the a])pointment, and Avas

no less decided in the execution of the trust—the emphatic meed,
without dissenting voice, accorded, being that “he Avas the best over-

seer of the roads tiiat (diaries City eA^er had.”

Mr. Tyler Avas tAvice most happily married; first, !March 29, 1813, to

Letitia, the third daughter of Kobert Christian, of “Cedar Gro\’e,”

UcAA’ Kent County, long a member of the Virginia Assembly, and a
member of a fiimily * Avhich has for quite tAVO hundred years been

The late curiously erudite Dr. .1. E. Cliristian, of Holly Springs, Miss., traced
the orif^in of the Christian family to Scotland, where, i>rior to the l(!th century,
the name Avas rendered Mac( 'hristian. They Avere establislied in Wigtonshire,
Scotland, until the year 1 l‘J‘2, after which they figure in Man, only a Icaa' miles
ilistant. The name is historic. .lolm Christian, cU' Cndrigg Castle," married Isa-
bella, daughter of Henry Lord Percy, the famous Earl of Northumberland.
Milliam MacChristian, of Albdale and Milntown, parish of St. Prisity, Avas
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GEORGE SANDYS,
Treasurer of the Colony of Virginia in 1621,

Contemporaneously the author of the first book written in

what is now the United States of America, " Ovid's

Metamorphosis,” printed at Oxford in 1(532.
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honorably and nsefiilly represented in the judiciary, and in varied local

trusts in Virginia. She died at Washington, September 10, 1.S42.

Her virtues are gracefully recorded by IVliss Holloway, in The Ladies

of the White House. The second marriage of Mr. Tyler is invested

with touching interest, and was the romantic sequel of a tragic occur-

rence which profoundly moved the sympathies of the American nation.

The powerful armament of the United States steamship “Princeton”

claimed the attention of the Secretary of the Navy, and by the invita-

tion of her builder and commander, Captain Stockton, on the 28th of

February, 1844, a large party of distinguished persons, accompanied

with ladies, were present on board during an excursion on tlie Potomac
to witness the trial of her powers. The day was charmingly bright and
pleasant, and the occasion one of rare social gratitication, when, with

the closing scene and the setting sun, a terrible accideitt spread disa.^ter

around. One of the largest guns, on being fired for the third time,

whilst the frigate was opposite hlount Vernon, burst, and tlie explosion

killed instantly the Secretary of the Navy, Thomas W. Gilmer; the

Secretary of State, Abel P. Upshur; Commodore Beverley Keunon,
chief of one of the Naval Bureaus; Virgil Maxey, recently Charje

d’Affaires to The Hague
;
Hon. David Gardiner, of New York (who was

accompanied by his lovely and accomplished daughter), and three

domestics, besides wounding twelve of the crew. The tender and sooth-

ing attentions of the President (who was present) to hliss Gardiner in

her terrible bereavement sensibly touched her heart. A sympathetic

bond was established, and the hai^py sequence was the marital union of

John Tyler and Julia Gardinerf on the 2Gth of June following. The

Master of the IToase of Keys forlreland in 1422. IKaiu Christian, born in 1-170.

was appointed Deemp^^ter or .Jud^eof tlie Isle of Man at the age of twenty-six, and
held the othce for forty-eight years. Gilbert Cliristian married in i720, and
removed from Seotland to Ireland. Several of the name emigrated to Arneriea
and founded families in Pennsylvania, the Valley of Virginia and Tennessee.
But the family was much earlier .seated in Eastern Virginia. Thomas Christian
patented lands in .James City County in 1(367, and, October 26, 1687, was granted
1,080 acres in Charles City C'ounty.

tThe father of Mrs. Tyler, Hon. David Gardiner, born May 2, 1784, a gradu-
ate of Yale C'ollege, for a tinu' New York State Senator, was a descendant in tlie

ninth generation from Lion Gardiner, a native of England, a soldier and en-

gineer by profession, who joined the camj) of the Prince of Orange, in tlu' Nether-
lands, as master of works of fortilieations, and who was stalioned at IMrt Orange,
near theeitv of AVoerden. Accompanied bv his wife, Marv \Villiamson (t)orn at

AVoerden, and died in 1665), he came as engineer witli the eohmists who em-
barked from London, .Inly 10, 16.‘55, and who settling on the banks of the Con-
necticut Liver, under the patent granted in 16.‘>1, l»y Charles If. to William, \ds-

count. Say anil Seal, Lord Lrook and others, formed the germ of tlie colony of

Conneetieut. Lion Gardim r acted as Lieutenant or Deputy of the patentees, and
commanded from 16.‘)5 to 1660 the fort built at Say-Prook, named in honor ol

Lords Say and Brook, and which was of great benelit in defending the colony
from the attacks of the savages. Securing the friendshii> of Wyandanch, eachcui
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issue of President Tyler, by his first marriage, was seven children, four

daughters and three sons: i. Mary, married Henry L. Jones; ii. Ilohert,

Signer of Patents, Prothonotary of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania,

President of the Kepeal Association, of which William II. Seward was
Vice-President, Register of the Treasury of the Confederate States, the

able editor of the Montgomery (Ala.J Advertiser, and a Centennial

Commissioner in 187G; married Priscilla, daughter of the distinguished

tragedian, Thomas A. Cooper. Their accomj)lished daughter, i\lrs.

Priscilla Goodwyn, inherits the histrionic genius of her maternal grand-

father; iii. John, private secretary of his father. Major in the Confed-
erate States Army, and a brilliant and vigorous writer; iv. Letitia, mar-
ried James Semple, of the United States Aavy, and Chief of Pai'ole of

the Confederate States Army; v. IJlkaheth, married MJlliam ^Valler,

and had issue, among others, John Tyler, a gallant but rash young
officer, successively of the Coiifedcrate A'avy and Army, who scaled his

devotion to the South with his life; andAVilliam Griflin, assistant editor of

the Savannah (Ga.) News, married, first, Jeannie Howell, the sister of

the second wife of Jefferson Davis, and, secondly, Bessie Austin
;

vi.

Alice, married Rev. j\fr. Dennison. Their daughter Bessie is an artist

of ability, which is meritoriously instanced in the portrait of her ancestor,

Governor Tyler, in the State Library at Richmond; vii. Tazewell, Sur-

geon Confederate States Army, lately deceased in California, married

Anne Bridges, of New' Kent County, Virginia.

of the Moiitauketts, through intelligence received from him he was the instni-

ment of saving the infant colony of Connecticut from threatened massacre, which
had been plotted hv the I*e(|iiot, the Narragansett and other tribes. Jdon Gaiali-

ner also obtained by jmrehase from the chieftain Wvandanch various extensive

tracts of valuable land, among others that in New York, known as Gardiner’s

Island, comprising ‘J,f00 acres of arable laud, besides 9o0 acres of ponds and sand
beaches. It was conveyed March 10, 1040, and is in ]U)ssession of the de-

scendants of Lion Gardiner to the present day. He died in 1003, John (Jardi-

ner, the grandson of laon Gardiner, received from Governor Hongan the hist

patent of Governor’s Island, erecting it into a lordship and manor, and was
proprietor Avhen Kobrn’t Kidd, the famous pirate, buried his treasures upon it.

JTe was killed by a fall from his horse while on a visit to Croton, ( ’onn., June 25,

1733, aged seventy-eight. The mother of Mrs. Tyler was Juliana (horn February

8, 1799), daughter of Michael McLachlan,of the Highland clan of McLachlan, in

Scotlanil. His father fell in the rebellion of 1745, when the son emigiated to the

Island of Jamaica, and thence to the city of New York. 44ie Gardiiu'r family,

in its intermarriages includes, among other wi41-known nanu's, those of Conkling,

Howell, Coil, Gray, ( JreiMi, Chandler, Lathrop, Mnlford, Avery, Ihud, Griswctld,

’J'homp<on, Huntington, Bering, Bayton, \’an WVGc, Lee, I>avis, L'Hommedien,
and Laiu'roft. Hannah, great-granddangbler of Lion Gardiner, and tlie wife of

John Cb.andlcr, of Morecster, Mass., boing the grandmother of George Lancroft,

the historian. iMrs. Tyler, with her younger ehildren, at pre.^ent resides in Kich-
luond, N'irginia.
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The issue of the seeoiul marriage of President T}der Avas also seven
children, five sons and two daughters (

inakiiig a total hy the two mar-
riages of fourteen children): viii. IJavid Gavdinar, a lawyer, residing at

the paternal seat, “Sherwood Forest,” Charles City County; ix. John
Alexander, civil engineer, a gallant soldier in the Prussian Army in the

Franeo-Prussian AVar, and in the Confederate Army. For merit in the

first service he Avas inAjested by the hands of Kaiser AVilliam himself

Avith a modal and ribbon; died Sejitember 2„ at Santo Fe, New
Mexico; x. Julia, married William 11. S})encer, of New York, and died

in 1871; xi. Lachlan, an accomplished and successful physician in

AA^ashington, D. C.
;

xii. Lyon Gardiner, a talented lawyer of the Pich-

mond bar, late a Professor in AVilliam and Alary College, and an accom-
plished Avriter, married Anne Baker, daughter of the gallant Colonel

St. George Tucker, of the Clonfederate States Cavalry, poet, and autlior

of the historical noA'cl, Iltm^Jord: A Talc of Bacon’s Ilehellion, the soji of

Hon. Henry St. George Tucker, and grandson of Hon. St. George Tucker
(jurisconsult), and his Avife Frances, daughter of Kichard Bland,

and Avho Avas the AvidoAv of John Pvandol})h, and the mother of the

brilliant and erratic John Eandolph “of Boanoke.” The maternal
grandfather of Airs. Tyler was Hon. Thomas AAbilker Gilmer; xiii.

Fitz Walter; xiv. Pearl. President Tyler, surrounded by his interest-

ing family, enjoyed the ]>eaceful quiet of })riAuite life for a long series

of years, broken alone by generous and ins})iring services as an orator

on special occasions, and to AA’hich his poAvers of eloquemce subjected

him, until the stirring events of 1861 appealed to his jtatriotism, and
again enlisted his Avilling energies in the cause of his beloA^d State. He
Avas a member of and presided Avitli great dignity over the earnest and
momentous deliberations of tlie Peace Conlerence Avhich Avas ju’oposed

by the Virginia Assembly at his suggestion, and Avhich met in ANJllard’s

Hall, at AA^^ashington, 1). C.
,
February 4, 1861. He Avas also a member of

the first Confederate States Congress, and Avhile in attendance on that body
died at Bichmond, A^irginia, January 17, 1862, and Avas buried in the

adjacent beautiful and pictures(|ue HollvAvood Cemetery. GloAving

eulogiums upon his Avortli Averc delivered in both houses of the Con-

federate Congress by Honorables B. AI. T. Hunter, AA'illiam C. Bives,

Louis T. AAJgfall, AVilliam H. Alacfarland, A. AI. ATnable and others.

In person President T}4<^'^’ skaider, Avith a firir complexion,

blue eyes, broAvn hair, an aquiline nose, and impn'ssive and engaging
countenance. An excellent portrait of him is exhibited in the State

Library at Bichmond, Virginia. His literary dforts evince nu'iital

endoAvments of a high order, as avc'II as the devotion and enthusiasm

of the scholar. “To ]>urity of taste, eleganci' of diction, and strength

of reasoning he superadds the ornaments of a lively l‘am*v and a copiou>

command of impressive' and striking image's.” His “Life” (published

in 8vo, New York, 1846) pre.sents the jerineljnil eveaits e>t‘ his life ami
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literary and political efforts to that period. His quite numerous ad-
dresses thereafter, exist chiefly in the columns of the contem]')orary

press and in fugitive publications. The most important have ijeen

collected by his grandson, Lyon Gardiner Tyler, in the Letters and
Times of the Tiflers, now in press. The great secret of the popularity of

Mr. Tyler was doubtless in the earnestness of purpose, the innate gene-

rosity and simplicity of nature, the winning sympathy, and the in-

spiring cordiality which was manifest in his entire presence. His
ready adapiation to circumstances, and assimilation with the tastes of

every circle or auditory, united in a persuasive sway -which we are wont
to term personal magnetism.

WILLIAM BRANCH GILES.

The ancestors of William Branch Giles -were early seated in the

colony of Virginia. Christopher Branch, “ancient planter,” appears as

a patentee of lands in 1624, and George Giles in 1630, both located in

Henrico County. William Giles conveyed lands in the same county to

Colonel William Byrd in 1681. Another of the name is mentionetl, iii

an humorous connection, by Colonel William Fontaine, an eye-witness

of the memorable surrender of York, October 19, 1781, who, in a letter

of gra})hic detail, dated October 26, 1781, and which is preserved in

the autographic collection of the Virginia Historical Society, nan-ates

the incidental embarrassing personal experience of the erst truculent and
redoubtable British trooper, Colonel Banastre Tarleton : “The hero was
prancing through the streets of York on a very fine, elegant horse, and
was met by a spirited young fellow of the country, who stopped him,

challenged the horse, and ordered him instantly to dismount. Tarleton

halted and paused awhile through confusion; then told the lad if it was-

his horse, he supposed he must be given up, but insisted to ride him
some distance out of town to dine with a French officer. This was
more, however, than Mr. Giles was disposed to indulge him in; having
been forced, when he and his horse were taken, to travel a gootl part of

a night on foot at the ])oint of a bayonet, he therefore refused to trust

him out of sight, and made him dismount in the midst of the street

crowded with sjiectators.”

William Branch Giles was born in Amelia County, Virginia, August
12, 1762. After a preliminary course of instruction at the venerable
AVilliam and 5larv College, he matriculated at Princeton College, Yew
Jersey, from whence he graduated with distinction in 1781. Adoiyting
the profession of the law, he was admitted to the bar, and in the courts

of Petersburg, Virginia, soon attained a lucrative jiractice. In August,

1790, he entered the arena of politics, first as a Federalist, and was
elected a delegate from Virginia to the United States House of ivepre-
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sentatives. In December of the same year, however, he separated l\im-

self from the Federalists upon the question of establishiiu!' a United
States Bank, and entered tlie ranks of the Republican, or Democratic,

party, and was thereafter a bitter antaa:onist of his foriner party asso-

ciates. January 23, 1793, he charged Alexander Hamilton, tiie Secre-

tary of the Treasury, with corruption and })cculation in office. In 179G
lie opposed the creation of a National Navy, and the ratiticatioii of

Jay’s treaty, and the proposed war with France in 179cS. In that year

he declined a seat in Congress that he might aid James ^Madison in the

Virginia Assembly (to which body he was elected from Amelia County)
in }jassing the celebrated resolutions of 1798. In 1800 he was again

elected to Congress, and was one of the most zealous supporters of

President Jefferson, who is said to have conferred with Idni almost

nightly during the sessions of Congress, to assure himself that no mi-

tow'ard conviviality of i\lr. Giles might deprive him of etHcient support

o:i the following day. In 1803 i'.Ir. Giles declined a re-election to Con-
gress, and was succeeded in that body by John W. Ejipes, the son-iti-

hnv of Mr. Jefferson. In August, 1804, )\Ir. Giles was elected by the

Executive Council of Virginia to the United States Senate', to fill the

vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Wilson Cary Nichedas, f>r

whose uiiexpired term he w'as first elected by the State Assembly curly

in December following, and on the 4th of the month Ity the same body,

for the ensuing Senatorial term, commencing iNIarch 4, 1805, and end-

ing March 4, 1811. Mr. Giles was re-elected for another term by the

Assembly, January 2, 1811, but resigned his seat November 23, ]815,

before the completion of his term, which did not expire until March 4,

1817. He zealously and with conspicuous ability supported the admin-
istration during the war with Great Britain, 1812-1815, He re-entered

public life in 1810 as the delegate from Amelia County, in the Virginia

Assembly, but ill-health demanded his retirement to his farm in Amelia
County. Some political essays from Mr. Giles winch were published in

the Ivichmond Enquirer \u 1824, attracting the attention of Henry Clay,

he sent to Mr. Giles, in the month of A})iil of that vear, a s])eech on
the Tariff wiiich he had recently delivered in Congress, accom})anving
the S])cech with an ironical epistle, in w hich after adroitly complimenting
Mr. Giles on his ability and statesmanshi}), of the exercise of which the

government had Ix'cn so long and unfortunately deprived because of his

ill-health, he amusingly congratulates Mr. Gih'su})on his finding time to

withdraw himst'lf from the disputes witli his miller and overseer, in

which he had been contentedly ('iigagc'd. and to again give the ])ublic

the benefit of his fine talents in such l>rilliant contributions to the j>ress.

Mr. Giles, singularly enough, failed to discern the biting humor of this

effusion, and nnuie a cordial response' to Mr. Clay, who made merry
with his friends ovt'r the matter. This being n'ported to iMr. (files,

he, in an irate mooil, addressed, February 19, 1823, a communication
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to Mr. Clay yliich was tantamount to a challenge to a deadly encounter.

The son of Mr. Giles, Thomas T. Giles, was the bearer of the com-
munication, which he tendered iMr. Clay in the presence of Hon.
William S. Archer. Mr. Clay declined to receive it upon the. ground
that he could not “recognize Mr. Thomas T. Giles as an organ free

from objection.” The whole correspondence was sul)sequently pub-
lished by Mr. Giles. In 1826 Mr. Giles again entered the A'irginia

Assembly as a delegate from Amelia County, and in the spring of the

following year presented in that body certain resolutions calling for an
inquiry into the relative rights of the general and State governments.
In the same year he was elected by the Assembly Governor of Vir-

ginia, which office he held by annual re-election until 1880. He was a

member also of that brilliant coTistellation of genius, the State Constitu-

tional Convention of 1829-80, and engaged })rominently in the impor-

tant debates in that body. He died December 4, 1830, at his seat,

“The Wigwam,” in xVmelia County, in the sixty-ninth year of his age.

In an obituary, Avhich appeared in the Kichmond Eiiqidrer, he is recorded

as having been: “In his public life he was distingui.-hed as a zealous

patriot, an honest politician ajid an able statesman, adoring liberty and
hating despotism^—devoted to his country, but unprejudiced in his de-

votions—loving the Constitution and jealous of its violation—attached

to the Federal Government, but despising its usurpations—he executed

to the last the best energies of his mind in endeavoring to maintain the

rights of the State and the liberties of the people. * * The
most spotless integrity and liberality was conspicuous in all his inter-

course with his fellow-inan, an unreserved candor in his communications
which disdained everything like concealment. A charm of conversa-

tion and a courtesy of manner which passes all description, won for him
the love and admiration of all who could feel and estimate such quali-

ties. Having spent a life of usefulness and distinction, after sixteen

years of disease he gradually sunk into the arms of death with the

serenity and calmness of ])hilosophy and the peace and quiet of an easy

conscience.”

The success in public life of IMr. Giles, it is generally conceded, was
due scarce less to his proficiency in parliamentary tactics than to his

ability in debate. It is true that he was a man of chivalric impulse,

and his championship, in 1815, of the unfortunate cousin of John Kan-
dolph of Ivoaiioke (IMiss Ann Cary I\andol|)h, then i\Irs. Gouverneur
Morris), in tlie inhuman assault of Handol])h u})on her, made John I\an-

dolph his bitter enemy. iUr. Giles published a “Speech on the ]']ml)argo,”

in 1808; “ A Political Letter to the lVople(d‘ \"irginia,” in 1818; a series

of letters, signed “A Conslitiient,” in the Richmond IJiiqidrer, in fJanuary,

1818, against the })lan for a general education ; letti'rs of invective against

James ^lonroe and Henry Clay, arraigning tluan for their “ hol)bies,” the

South American cause, the Greek cause, internal improvements and the
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Tariff'. He addressed a letter to Chief Justice John iNIarshall disdaininc'
|

the expressions, not the general sentiments, in regard to Washington. ?

ascribed to him in the Life of Washington. He also appeared betoretlu'
\

public as a correspondent of John Quincy Adams. His writings were
collected and published in 1827, under the general title of j}[iscellau{cs.

Giles County, Virginia, formed in 1806 from the counties of Monroe
and Tazewell, was named in liis honor. He married, Alarch 3, 1810,

Miss Frances Anne Gwynn, Of the issue of this happy marriac:e, a sou,

Thomas T. Giles, a member of the Ivichmond bar, and long the zealous

chairman of the Executive Committee of the Virginia Historical

Society, died January 18, 1883, in the eightieth year of his age. Two
daughters married respectively tlie late A. D. Townes, and the late

Gustavus A. jMyers, a distinguished lawyer. The son of the last, tlie

late IMajor William Branch Myers, was an artist of merit, and several

portraits executed by him are preserved in the collections of the Vir-

ginia Historical Society, where also is an excellent full length portrait

of Governor Giles. He is represented seated before a table with writ-

ing materials, and with a crutch, rendered necessary from rheumatic
affliction, resting against his chair. His countenance l)ears a shrewd
expression. His dress is that of his day—the striking ruffled shirt, blue

coat with brass buttons, etc. The tout ensemble impresses one as that of a

quondam fox-hunting English squire, who enjoyed the good things of this

world with keen zest.

JOHN FLOYD.

The received tradition in the distinguished Floyd fflmily of Virginia

is that its progenitor, a native of Wales, was a very early settler in

that portion of the Colony known as the Eastern Shore. The name is

indeed of early record. Walter Floyd a])pears, with associates, as a pat-

entee of four hundred acres of land in ‘“iNlartin’s Hundred,'’ on “Skiffe

Creek,” A])ril 24, 1632. Nathaniel Floyd patented eight hundred and
fifty acres in Isle of Wight County November 20, 1637

;
and John Floyd,

Thomas Hunt, Edward Bibby, and George Clarke were the grantees,

September 28, 1681, of Hog Island, containing twenty-two hundred acres,

upon the Atlantic coast, opposite the counties of Northam])ton and
Accomac. Walter Floyd was in all probability the father or grandlathcr
of the John Floyd last named, and the lineal progenitor of the subject

of the present sketch, but the connecting links have not beeii preserved.

The family account commences with three brothers (whom it is fair to

presume wore the sons of John Floyd, as above): William, John (“who
went North”), and Charles Floyd, who migrated to Georgia, and was
the ancestor of General John Floyd, of Darien, in that State. AVilliam

Floyd removed to the county of Andier>t, then a wild regi(ai, and
married there Abidiah, the fifth child of Hubert and (Hughe.s^
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Davis.* Their eldest son, John Floyd, was born in 1751. He mar-
ried, in 1769, a Miss Barfoot, who die(l within a year, leaving an in-

fant daughter, who was taken charge of by the mother of JNIrs. Floyd.

Soon afterwards John Floyd removed to the county of Boteto'urt, where
he engaged in teaching school, and writing in the office of the county

surveyor, Colonel William Preston, in whose family he lived. His
duties were unremitting; when his services were not demanded in the

surveyor’s office, he was in the saddle as the de})uty of the county

sheriff. Colonel William Christian. In 1774 he went to Kentucky,
where he located and surveyed for himself and others many rich tracts

of land on Elkhorn Creek, and within the })resent counties of Clarke,

WTaxlford, Sliclby, and Jerferson. The .service was attended with many
hardships and much danger from savage hostility. Colonel Floyd re-

turned to Virginia in 1776, soon after the Declaration of Independence,

and took command of a schooner—the “Plnenix”—which had been fit-

ted as a privateer by Dr. Thomas Walker, Edmund Pendleton, Colonel

William Preston, and one or two others. Sailing to the West Indies,

he took a valuable prize; but on his return, when nearly in sight of

the capes of Virginia, he was overtaken by a British vessel of war,

captured, and taken to England, where he remained in irons, a pris-

oner, for nearly a year. He obtained his liberty through the sym]m^
thy of the jailer’s daughter, who stealthily left his cell unlocked. He
begged his way to Dover, where he was first concealed and then se-

cured a passage to France by a clergyman who was thus in the habit

of assisting American fugitives. Making his way to Paris, he was there

furnished by Benjamin Franklin witli means to return to America. In

Xovember, 1778, he married his .second wile, Jane, daughter of C^)lonel

John and Margai'i't (danghter of (nloncl .James Patton) Buchanan,
(’olonel h’loyd rcnnaiiu'd in Virginia until Oetobc'r, 1779, when he re-

moved to his line estate in Kentucky, j' on Bear Gmss Creek, six miles

troni Louisville, where he built a stockade fort, which was known as

hdoyd’s Station. In 1783 he was a member of the first court of Ken-
tucky, which held its first session at Plarrodsburg, and, in addressing

the body, ardently said that he felt that he had set his foot on the

threshold of an em])ire. He was a conspicuous actor in the stirring

Robert Pavis, the fatlier of liim of the .same name of the text, a native of

\Vah*s, ri'inovccl from Eastern Virginia and settled in Amherst County about
lie became wealthy by trallic with the Catawl)a Indians, and took up

extensiye tracts of rich and yaluablc lands. The tradition in the Floyd family
is that he married a half-breed Indian girl. This, if true, would account in some
nmasure for the striking physitpie of the (.’olonels .John Floyd, father and son.

The descendants of Robert Dayis are numerous, iind their connections embrace
the best esteemed of the Virginia families.

t He was accompanied to Kentucky by his brothers Isham, Robert, and Charles
Floyd, and his brother.s-in-law LeMaster, Sturgis, and Pryor, husbands of his

sisti'is. d’hree other sisters married rcspectiyely Alexander, l\)Wi‘ll, and Tuley.
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scenes of tlie ])ei-io(l. Alternately a surveyor, a legislator, and a sol-

dier, his services were essentially important to the inflint settlement.

He was the })rinci})al surveyor of the Transylvania Company, and was
chosen a delegate, from the town of St. Asaph, to the Assembly that

met at IJoonesborongh on the 24th of ^lay, 1775, to make laws for

tlie colony. Honorably ticqnitting himself in all stations to which he
was called, he tinally met a violent death at the hands of the savages,

on the 13th of April, 1783, The county of Floyd, Kentucky, com-
memorates his name. His third son,J John, the subject of this sketch,

was born in Jc'Herson County, on the 24th of A])ril, eleven days alter'

the death of his father. Mrs. Floyd, after the deatji of lier husl)and,

married, secondly. Captain Alexander Breckinridge, his successor as sur-

veyor of Jetlerson County.
||

In 1 79b young John Floyd entered Dickin-

son College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, as a student, but through the failure of

his guardian to meet his ex])enses he had to return home. He was fort-

unately enabled to resume his studies in 1801. Ileturning home in his

twenty-first year, he married. May 13, 1804, in Franklin County, Ken-
tucky, his second cousin, La'titia (boiai September 29, 1799), the tenth

child of Coloiud William and Su.sannah (Smith) Preston. In October
I'ollowing he (Mitered the University of Peiimsylvania as a student of

medicine, and graduated thence M. I), in April, 1806, and settled in

IMontgornery C’ounty, Virginia. He was apjiointed a justice of the

peace in June, 1807
;
commi.ssioned as major of militia in 1808; served

as surgeon in the Virginia Line, in 1812, in the second war with Great
Pritain, and in the .'^ame year was electc'd a inembiM- oi* tlu* House oi*

Di'h'gates of Virginia. In 1817 la* was (4ect(Ml to the UnitcHl Slate’s

House of lv(‘prestMitativ(‘s, and serv(*d ably in that body until 1829.

“He was,” it has Iuhmi clainu'd, “tin* etlicient head of the \drginia

(h'legation. Others harangiu'd more lengthily and learnedly, but his

opinions were most deferred to, and his moral inlluence the greatest.
‘ We laugh, ’.said a facetious partisan member, ‘at your Barbour’s [P. P.]

hair-splitting, but we indulge in no such merriment when we feel the

glance of Floyd’s savage eye.’” IMr. Floyd’s influence in Congress was
not the result of his superior eloquence or learning, for in both he was
Mirpas.ssed; it was a concession to a sound and practical judgment united

with a high and haughty courage, and, above all, an honesty that never
entertained the; first thought of barter or compromise. Mr. Floyd was
elected Governor of Virginia by the Assembly, to succeed William B.

Giles^in 1830; and in 1831 was unanimously re-elected by the samo

tTheeldi^r sons wim'o William I’rcston, born in 1 7S0, and ( Icorvt' Ito-jcrs C'lai''-o

I' luyd, horn in 17S2. 'I'lu' last distinguislird himsolf in (he war of 1S12, in whi( ^
he allained the rank of I /uMi(enant-( \>lonel.

II'Hk' issue of this inarria^^tmvas si x sons. Caplain Itreekinridge die»l in J'’eh-

ruary, hSOl, and Mrs. Itreekinridye on the 1 hth of May, IH12.
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body, under the amended constitution of the State. The second year

of his administration is memorable as tliat of the tragic occurrence

known as the “Southampton Insurrection.” On Saturday night the

20th of August, 1831, a body of sixty or seventy slaves arose upon
the white inhabitants of Southampton County and massacred lifty-tive

unsuspecting men, women, and children in their beds. The leader of

this inhuman massacre was a negro slave named Nat Turner, about
thirty-one years of age, horn the slave of Benjamin Turner, of South-

ampton County. From childhood Nat was the victim of superstition

and fanaticism. He stimulated his fellow-slaves to join him in the mas-
sacre by declaring to them that he had been commissioned by Jesus

Christ, and that he was acting under inspired direction in ati-ocious de-

signs. In the confession which lie voluntarily made while in ])rison,

he said: “That in his childhood a circumstance occnrrc<l whidi m.ade

an indelible ini})ression on his mind and laid the groundwork of tlie

'enthusiasm which was so fiital in its termination. Being at play with

other children, when three or four years old, I told them something,

which my mother overhearing, said it hajipened befoi*e 1 was born. I

stuck to my story, however, and related some things wdiieh wein, in

her opinion, to confirm it. Othei's being called u])on, were greatly

astonished, knowing these things had happened, and caused them to

say, in my hearing, I surely would be a proi)hct, as the Lord had
showed me things which happened before my birtli.” His jxirents

strengthened him in this belief, and said in his presence that he was
intended for some great })urpose, which they had always thought from
certain marks on his head and l)reast. Nat, as he grew up, was fully

2
)ersuaded he was destiiwal for some grand aecomjdishment. His powers
of mind being much su}>erior to his fellow-slaves, they looked up to

him as one guided l)y <livine inspiration. This belief he was assiduous

to impress Ipy exercises of apparently religious devotion and by tlie

uusterity of his life and manners. After a variety of alleged revelations

from the spiritual world, Nat claimed that on the 12th of INIay, 1828:—
“I heard a loud noise in the heavens, and the s})irit instantly appeared
to me and said that the serpent was loosened, and Christ had laid

down the yoke he had borne for the sins of man, and that I shonld

take it on and fight the ser{)ent, for the time was fast approaching whim
the first should be last and the last should be first; and by signs in

the heavens tliat it would make known to me when I should commence
the great work; and, until the first sign appeared, 1 should conceal it

from the knowledge of men. And on the appearance of the sign (the

cclii)se of the sun in February, 1831) I should arise and ]n-epare my-
self, and slay my enemies with their own weapons. And immediately
upon the sign a})})earing in the heavens the seal was removed from my
lips, and 1 communicated the great work laid out for me to do to four
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in whom I had the c:i*eatest confidence.” Tlie inaspaerc was laid for

tlie 4th of July, hut Nat fell sick, and the design was postponed until

the “sign appeared again.” Nat commenced tlie massacre by the mur-
der of his master and family—Mr. Joseph Travis— with whonr he had
been living since the commencement of 1880; who was, Nat said, “a
kind master, and placed the greatest cunfidence in me.” Their first

victims they slaughtered iu their beds with axes. The wretches pro-

cured here “four guns that would shoot and several old muskets, with

a pound or two of powder.” Nat then paraded his force at the Imrn,

“formed them in line as soldiers, and, after carrying them through all

the manmuvres he was capable of, marched tliem ” on to further diab-

olism.

They proceeded from house to house, murdei-ing all the whites they

could find, their force augmenting as they ])roceed('d, till tliey num-
bered between fifty and sixty men, all mounted, and armed with guns,

axes, swanvls, and clubs. They then started to Jerusalem, the county

seat, and proceeded a few' miles, when they w’ere met by a party of

the wdiite inhabitants, who fired u])on them and forced them to retreat.

Tiieir force of forty strong sto|)])ed for the night, |)utting out sentinels,

but, being suddenly attacked by the whites, w'ere thrown into great

confusion. Nat, however, escaped with a portion of his adherents
;
but

they were all hunted dowui save Nat, who supplied himself with pro-

vi.sions, and, scratching a hole under a jhIc of fence rails in a held,

concealed himself for six w'eeks, leaving his hiding-place only for a few
minutes at a time, in the dead of night, to obtain water, which was
near. Finally he grew' bolder, and ventured to the houses in the neigh-

borhood to gather intelligence by eavesdro])])ing. He was at last dis-

covered by an accident. A dog, passing his cave one night when he

W'as out, was attracted by some meat in tlie cave, crawled in, and was
just emerging with it w'licn Nat returned. A few nights after, tw'o

negroes w’ere hunting with tlie dog, and passed the cave just as Nat
came out of it. The dog, seeing him, barked, when Nat (thinking him-

self discovered) s])oke to the lU'gi'oes and begged them not to betray

him; but, on making himself known, they fled from him. Knowing
that he would be betrayed, Nat left his hiding-place, and was pui'sued

incessantly until he wais taken, about two weeks afterwards. Nat was
executed at Jerusalem, November 11, 1831.

Governor Floyd served most acce])tably in that office until .March 31,

1834, when he was succeediHl bv Governoi' Ijiltleton Waller TazcAvell.

He subse(juently served for sonu' time as llrigadier-CJeneral of tlie 17th

Brigade of Virginia Militia. Goviamor Floyd had bemi in feeble healtb

jirevious to his gubernatorial term, and his disease llnally exhibited itself

in paralysis. But he rallied after the first attack, and hojies wereimter-
tained that he would live for many years; but excitement, jiroduced

by the unexjiected arrival, on a visit, of his son. Dr. William Frestou
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Floyd, caused a return of the paralysis on the lotli of August, 1837,
which terminated his life, at tiic Sweet Springs, ^Montgomery County,
Virginia, the following morning. The gifted John Hampden Iheasants,

in an obituary which ap|)eared in the Richmond Whlrj, August 24, 1837,

glowingly eulogizes the worth and services of Governor Floyd, whom he

characterizes as “a man gifted with the noblest qualities of our nature;
* * * scrupulously just, and even obstinately honest; one of the

very few public men of our caunti*y who died the same man he started

in the beginning of his career, and who ran his course without the im-

putation or suspicion of tergiversation wliich springs from the fear of

consequences, moral or personal cowardice. He entered life a States-

rights man of the strict school of 4)8, and he battled for the cause

to the end, and died in the faith. .Vn ardent supporter of General
Jackson, he renoanced him the instant lie conceived him to have devi-

ated from those principles to which he was not merely affectionately,

but passionately attached. His courage and honesty led him to scorn

to palter with his own principles and understanding
;
and thus, when

Nullification came on the stage, he adopted it as the doctrine of ’U8,

which Mr. Jefferson, with the concurrence of the old Republicans, had
pronounced the ‘ rightful remedy,’ and which they had actually carried

into practice at that era. He knew the unpopularity of the doctrine,

but his honesty was made of sterner stuff tlian to barter his ojiinioiis

for convenience or profit
;
and to his courage it was a matter of indif-

ference what were the odds he encountered.'*^ None who knew Governor
Floyd well, could have failed to receive the impression that nature had
endued him with the qualities of the hero, and that the stage and the

opportunity only were wanting to have enabled him to shine among
those who dazzled mankind with deeds of chivalry and prowess. The
day has not long })assed when some deemed the dark form of civil con-
flict not remote

;
and it is within our knowledge that many who then

thought and feared had turned their eyes to him as the man worthy
of leading the rebels against Federal tyranny and usurpation to the
field. This brave and noble spirit is no more, and he deserves to bo
mourned in sincerity by every good man and patriot—himself inflexibly

upright and a devoted patriot.”

Governor Floyd was of a singularly handsome and commanding phy-
sique. “ In height and erectness of person, gait, color and straightness
of hair, swarthy skin, and, above all, his keen and dark rolling eye, he
was the personification of an Indian chief—characteristics accounted for,

*It is noteworthy that the symbolic seal adopted by Governor Floyd was
erainenllv characteristic. It was the well-known vignette on the title-page of

Sanderson’s S'ujncrs of the Dcclamiioti of Indcpcndoiec

:

A coiled serpent, ready
to strike, on the summit of an isolated rock. This, engraved as a book-plate,

garnished every book in liis library, and was so used also by his distinguished

eon, Governor John Buchanan Floyd.
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perhaps supcrstitioiisly, in a popular legend which ascribes them to the

fact of his mother, before his birth, having been alarmed by a threat-

ened savage attack upon her residence.” It will be recollected that he
was born a few days after his father had been slain by tire Indians.

Mrs. Floyd survived her husband several years, dying at Cavan,” her

home, in Burke’s Garden, Tazewell County, December 12, 1852. She
was a mate worthy of so chivalric a husband, and possessed mental
traits of a high order. They had issue twelve children, as follows

;

i. Susannah Smith, born March 4, 1805; died August 29, 1806.

ii. John Buchanan, born June 1, 1806 ;
died August 26, 1863

;
mar-

ried his cousin, Sarah B., daughter of General Francis Preston;

no issue
;
Governor of Virginia

;
Secretary of War of the United

States under Buchanan; Major-General C. S. A., etc.

iii. George Rogers Clarke, born November 25. 1807
;
died August 15,

1808.

iv. William Preston, M. D., born January 16, 1809.

V. George Rogers Clarke, born September 13, 1810.

vi. Benjamin Rush, lawyer, born December 10, 1811
;
married Nancy

Matthews, of Wytheville, Va. (issue: i. Malvina, married Major
Peter Otey, C. S. A.; ii. John; iii. Benjamin Rush).

vii. Lcctitia Preston, born IMarch 13, 1814; married her cousin. Colonel

William L. Lewis, of Sweet Springs, Va. (issue: i. Susan M.

,

married Alfred Frederick, of Soutli Carolina; ii, L?etitia, mar-
ried Thomas L. P. Cocke; iii. William J., married iMiss Dooley,

of Richmond, Va.
;

iv. John Floyd
;

v. Charles).

viii. Eliza Lavalette Madison, born December 16, 1816
;
married Prof.

George F. Holmes, LL.D., University of Virginia (issue: Mary
Ann, L?etitia P., Henry H., Isabella, and Frederick L.).

ix. Neiekettie, born June 6, 1819 ;
married Hon. John W. Johnston,

United States Senator (issue : i. La3titia F.
;

ii. Louisa B. ; iii.

Sarah B,, married Henry Carter Lee; iv. Lavalette; v. Will-

iam F.
;

vi. George Ben., a popular physician of Richmond, Va.

;

vii. Miriam; viii. Joseph; ix. Coralie).

X. Coralie Patton, born June 26, 1822; died eluly 14, 1833.

xi. Thomas Lewis Preston, born August 16, 1824; died Sept. 4, 1824.

xii. Mary Lewis Mourning, born ^larch 10, 1827
;
died July 26, 1833.

There is an excellent portrait of Governor Floyd in the State Library
at Richmond, Virginia. ‘ Floyd County, formed in 1831 from IMont-

gomery County, was muned in his honor.

At the organization of the Virginia Historical Society, December 29,

1831, Chief Justice dohn jMarshall was elected President and Governor
John Floyd First Vice-President. The last presided at several meetings
of the Society, and took the deepest interest in its foundation and mission.
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LITTLETON WALLER TAZEWELL.

The ancestor of the Tazewell * family, in Virginia, was William Taze-

well, a lawyer by profession, who settled in Accomac County in 1715.

He was the son of James Tazewell, of JSomersetshire, England, was born

atLymington, in that county, July 17, 1690, and was therefore twenty-

fiye years old at the time of Ids arrival in the colony. He speedily

found employment in his profession, and, as the records of Accomac
County attest, attained an extensive and lucrative practice. Soon after

settling in Virginia he married Sophia, daughter of Henry and Gertrude
(daughter of Colonel Southey Littleton) Harmanson. The issue of this

marriage was: i. John, Clerk of the Virginia Convention of June, 1776,

and an eminent lawyer; died in 1781; ii. Littleton, brought up in the

office of the Secretary of tlie Colony, Thonms ISelson, and married IMary,

daughter of Colonel Joseph Gray, of Southani])ton County, who was a

member of the House of Burgesses; hi. Anne, and iv. Gertrude. With the

view of being near the relations of his wife, Littleton Tazewell sold his es-

tate in Accomac County (wldch long afterwards became the |)roperty of his

distinguished grandson, the subject of tliis sketch) and piu'chased land in

Brunswick, became the clerk of the court of that county, and died at

the early age of thirty-three years. He left issue, a son, Henry Taze-

well, who was born in 1753; was a student at William and Mary Col-

lege, and of lawg in the office of his uncle, John Tazew’ell, and Avas soon

admitted to the bar. In 1775, in the twenty-second year of his age,

he W’as returned by his native county of Brunswick a meml)er of the

House of Burgesses, wdiich Avas convoked to receive the conciliatory

propositions of Lord North
;
and Avith an alacrity that Avas most honor-

able, he prepared an ansAver in detail, Avhich Avas read and approved by
llobert Carter Nicholas and Edmund Pendleton, but Avhich, from ac-

cident, he Avas prevented from presenting, and it Avas antiei})ated by the

ansAATr of Thomas Jefferson, Avhicli Avas ultimately ado})ted. In the

Convention of June, 1776, he Avas placed on the committee AA’hich re-

^The family was assumed by the late Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL.D., to be of Nor-
man origin, and to deduce from one Tankersville, a knight under William the
Conqueror, whose name is inscribed on the roll of Battle Abbey. He traces the
changes in orthography as Tan’sville, Tanswell, and Tazewell. Indeed, the name
is at this day variously rendered Tanswell, Tarswell, Tassell, Taswell, and Taze-
Avcll. In the Misrellanm < icncato(fica d ILraldica ( Vol. 1, p. 25-1) the family is traced
to the year 15S8, and the arms given as: Vair, purpure and enn. on a chief gu.
a lion })assant or. Crest—A denii-lion purj)ure, in the paws a chaplet of roses gu.,
wliich, however, (liller from those used by Jolm d'azcwell and by Governor Little-
ton Waller d'azewell in l)ook-j)late and seal-ring respec'tivelv. By the former, from
example in the possessi^)n of the writer, they wcie: Ar. or a fesse.sa. three crescents
between threeeaglcs displayed. Crest—An eagle''shead bearingin itsbeak a branch,
head to the lelt. Motto—Vi (piid Nimis. By tlie latter, from an impression of
the seal-ring Inrnished by Robert i*age \\ aller, Lsep, of Norfolk, ^kt.•, the same, with
the dillercnce of two instead of three crescents, which may have been a mistake
of the engraver.
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ported the Declaration of Rights, and tlie Constitution. He was con-

tinuously returned a lueinber of the House of Delegates, under the new
Constitution, until his elevation to the bench, serving with conspicuous

ability and wielding much inliuence in the councils of that body. He
was the zealous friend of religious freedom, and advocated the abolition

of primogeniture and entails, and the separation of the Church from the

State. In 1785 he Avas made a judge of the General Court of the State,

and as such was a member of its first Court of Appeals. In 1793,
when the Court of Appeals was established, he Avas appointed one of

its five judges. In 1794 he Avas elected over James Madison to succeed

John Taylor “of Caroline,” in the United States Senate, over Avhich he
presided in 1795, and bore in that body a distinguished part in the dis-

cussions on the British Treaty, sustaining Avith unqualified applause the

leadership of the Republican party. In person he Avas singularly hand-
some, Avith a graceful and dignified mien. He died at Phihulelpliia, Janu-
ary 24, 1799, and his remains rest iii that city near those of the eloquent

James Lines. The county of TazeAvell, formed in 1799 from Russell and
Wythe, Avas named in his honor. The wife of Henry TazeAvell Avas Doro-
thea Elizabeth, daughter of Judge Benjamin Waller,f at Avhose residence

in Williamsburg, Virginia, a long Ioav Avooden building, the subject of this

sketch, Littleton Waller TazeAvell, Avas born December 17, 1774. His
mother, Avho died three years after his birth, Avas a lovely Avoman, and
her name, Avhich, from the distasteful abbreviation of* Dolly, has gone
out of vogue, was a popular one in the last ceiiturv. It Avas borne by

fThe progenitor of the family in Englan<l, according to its lamords, Avas Alnrcd
de Waller, Avho came from Normandy with ^Villiam the Conqueror, settled in the

county of Kent, and died A. I). 1183. Iticliard tVallerof this family distinguished
himself at tlie battle of Agiucourt, where lie took prisoner the Duke of Orleans,
commander-in-chief of the French army, and received from Henry V.of England,
in honor of his heroic services, a crest of the arms of France hangiiaj by a label from
an oak, with the motto: JIac J'undns virtutls. The ancient arms of the family were,

and are: A shield sable, three iralnnt leaves, or, beturen two bendlels ar. The crest granted
as above being: A milnut tree proprr, on, the sinister side an escutcheon pendent, clunu/ed

U'ith the arms of France {three jleurs-de-lis) with a label of three points, white. Of this fam-
ily Avas the famous ])oet laureate llenjamiu Waller. The imuu'diate ancestor of

the Wallers of Virginia was Edmund ^Valler, who came from hhigland near the
close of the seventeenth century and settled in the county of Spotsylvania. He
Avas its first clerk, and a member of the House of Burgesses. He had three sons,

AVilliam, John, and Benjamin, the last, of the t(‘xt (l)orn 171(1), who settled in

Williamsburg, ami was for a series of yeai s, an assistant of Thomas Nelson, Secre-

tary of the Council of \’’iiginia, and tinally a judge of the Court of Admiralty. He
Avas a member of the House of Burgesses and of the patriot conventions of 177‘) and
1770. He married .Martha 1 bill, of North Carolina, and had issue ten children

—

his descendants iH'ing li'presented in the luuues of 'fa/ewell, 'I'avlor, Corbin, Bush,
Travis, Byrd, Aylett, Cal)ell, ( laiborne, Speed, Young, Mercer, Tucker, Langhornc,
Garland, Massie, Duval, Kobertson, Brockenbrongh, and others ciiually worthy.
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a daugliter of Governor Alexander Spotswood, and by the wives of
Patrick Henry and James JMadison also. It has been oft honored in

verse and prose, and symlxdizes wliat a true woman is— the gift of God.
Until 1786, young Tir/ewell lived with Ids grandfather, Benjamin Waller,

who taught him the rudiments of English and Latin, and superintended

his studies until his death in 1786, Judge AValler having committed
him on his death-bed to the care of his life-long friend George ^Vythe.

Young Tazewell lived with the latter until he removed to Ixichmond,

Avhen he became an inmate of the family of Bishop Janies Madison,

Presidentof Willianiand Mary College. His fii’st regulartutor was Walker
Murray, with whom he prosecuted the study of Latin, and in wh.ose

school he was a classmate of John Kandolph—cementing a friendship

which continued without abatement until the death of that brilliant or-

ator and eccentric being. Young Tazewell at an early age entered Will-

iam and Mary College, and took the degree of Bacheh>r of Arts July

31, 171)2. Having finished his college course he commenced the study
of law in Richmond in the oliice of the eminent John Wickham, (whose
wife was the half-sister of his father,) and lived with him as a member
of his family. While engaged in the study he regularly attended the

courts of Richmond, in which Judge Wythe presided as sole Chancellor

and Edmund Pendleton as the President of the Court of Appeals.
The bar of the State metropolis at this period comprised many men
of eminence and vied in distinguished ability with that of any court

in the United States. It was a potent school for the young lawyer.

Tazewell received his license to practice hiw on the 11th of iMay, 1796.

It was signed by Judges Peter Lyons, Edmund Winston, and Joseph
Jones. The ability of Tazewell was at once discovered by John Marshall,

who pronounced him an extraordinary young man. 1 azewell surely made
his way at the bar in the courts of Jtunes City and its neighboring
counties. In the spring of 1796, when lie had attained his twenty-first

year, he w’as returned to the House of Delegates from the county of

James City, and continued a member of that body until the close of
the century—including the memorable sessions of 1798-99, and of 1799-
1800. To the important papers from the ])en of James iMadison, the

famous resolutions oflered by fJohn Taylor of Caroline, and the “ Vir-

ginia Report,” Tazewell gave a cordial supj^ort. John ^Marshall, having
vacated his seat in the House of Representatives to accej^t the apiioint-

ment of Secretary of State in the Cal)inet of President John Adams,
Tazewell, in his twenty-sixth year, was elected to succeed him, and took his

seat on the 26th of Novemln'r, ISOO. A t the close of his Congressional

term in 1801, Mi-. Tazewell returned home and withdrew from juihlic

life. On the 26th of ,lune he <|u:difi(Ml as an attorney in the Hustings
Court of Norfolk, and, in the following year, made that city his residence.

Its bar, at this period, was an able one, comj)rising such members as

the venerable »Jamcs Ninimo, General Thomas Matthews, Colonel flohn
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Nivison, Robert Barraud Tavlor, Alexander CanipiK'll, and William
\V^irt; yet, amidst such an array of learning, the ability of Tazewell was
at once recognized, and his practice s])eedily became extensive and lucra-

tive. The llagrant outrage u])on the; American flag in 1807, which has

been alluded to in preceding sketches as one of the prime' instigations to

the second war with Great Britain, was a luimiliation which touched the

local sensibilities of Norfolk to the quick. On the 22d of June, the

frigate “ Chesa})eake,” built by its iiative mechanics, launched in

the waters of the Elizabeth River, in view of the city, put out to

sea from Hampton Roads, under command of Captain James Barron.

On the following day, unsuspecting of danger, she was attacked by tlie

British frigate “Leo[)ard,” and became Ihu- prize after three men had
been killed, and sixteen wounded. The British commander, lifter tak-

ing from the “ Chesa[)oake ” certain seamen, whom he alleged were <ie-

serters from the Britisli ilag, declined to take possession of tlic captureil

frigate, which returned to tiie Roads. The wounded men were tak(‘ii

to the Marine Hos})ital, in Norfolk, where one of tliem died. Intcm-c

indignation prevailed in the city. It was believed that the outrage

was deliberately designed, and the cry for vengeance burst from the

whole peo})le. In full assembly, with the v(merable Gema'a! iMatlhews

presiding, they aj)pointcd, as in the days of ’76, a Committee of Safety.

A preamble, duly setting forth the outrage on the “ Chesapeake,” was
adopted, audit was resolved that there should be no intercourse with

the British frigates in the Norfolk waters, or with their agents, until

the decision of the United States Government was known, under the

penalty of being deemed infamous; and the Committee of Safety

—

Thomas Matthews, Thomas Newton, Jr., Ijiike Wheeler, Theodric
Armistcad, Richard IT Lee, Moses Mycu's, William Pennock, William
Newsum, Thomas ])lanehard, Daniel Bedinger, Seth Foster, ,1. W.
Murdaugh, Richard Blow, and Francis S. Taylor—were authorized to

take such measures as the (miergoncy demanded. As soon as the Brit-

ish commander—--Commodore Douglas—read the resolves, he addressed,

on the od of July, an insolent letter to the Mayor of the Borough, in

which he declared if the ix'solutions were not in.Aanili/ cuinidled, he would
prohibit every vessel bound in or out of Norfolk from proceeding to

her place of destination, lie closed his coniniunicatioii by saying that

lie had proceeded with his squadron of four lifty-gun frigates to Hamp-
ton Roads to await the answer of the iUayor, which he hoped would he

forwarded without di'lay. It is thought that IMr. Tazewell had ri'gulated

the pojnilar proceedings from their initiation. In the delicate diUnnma,
which was ominous o{‘ vengeful deeds and of so much menace to the

commercial interests ot‘ Norfolk, he canu^ to the assistance' of the IMayor

and dictated a ri'|)ly to tiu' audacious Briton whu'h elicited the admi-
ration of the whoh' American Nation. The letter, written on the 4th of
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July, thus began: “ Sir, I have received your luenaciug letter of yester-

day. The day on vdiich this ansAver is written ought of itself to prove to

the sul)jects of your sovereign that the American })co[)le are not to he
imtimidated by menace

;
or induced to adopt any measures excej)t by

a sense of their perfect propriety. Seduced by the false show of security,

they may be sometimes surprised and slaughtered while unpre})ared torcsi.<t

a supposed friend. That delusive security is now passed forever. The
late occurrence has taught us to confide our safety no longer to any thing

than to our own force. We do not seek hostility, nor shall we avoid it.

We are prepared for the Avorst you may attempt, and will do AvhatOA'cr

shall be judged proper to repel force Avhensoever your efforts shall render

any acts of ours necessary. Thus much for the threats in your letter.”

The letter AA'as deli\'ered by Mr. TazeAvell (who Avas accojnpanied by Taze-

Avell Taylor), to Commodore Douglas, in ])resence of the Captains of the

Fleet (among whom Avas Sir Thomas Hardy, Avhom Lord Xelsoji so

alfectionateiy addressed in his dying moments). It had a due elfcct.

The threats Avere all recanted, and a letter of the 5th of July breathed
nothing but amity and peace—an amusing somersault, like unto AA’hich is

scarcely to be recalled in the annals of dijdomacy.

In 1816, during an absence from home, and Avithoiit his knoAvledge,

Mr. TazcAA’ell Avas elected by the people of Norfolk to the House of Del-

egates. His speech in that body against the Com^ention bill, and in

reply to General xVlexander Smyth, is memorahle litr its ability and elo-

quence. The bill passed in the House but Avas lost in the Senate. In

1820 Mr. TazeAvell Avas one of the Commissioners under the Florida

treaty. In 1824 he Avas elected to the United States Senate. He Avas

elected to fill a A'acancy caused by the resignation of John Taylor of

Caroline. It is a coincidence that his father, thirty years before, Avas

chosen to fill the Aaieancy in the Senate caused by the resignation of the

same individual. L. W. TazeAvell took his seat in flanuarv, 1825. His
first eifirts in the debates Avas on the bankriqit bill of that session

—

a searching examination of its details, AA'hieh annihilated the hopes of its

friends. His speech, on the 21st of »lanuary, in behalf of his motion

to strike out the third section of the bill for the sup})i-ession of jtiraey

in the West India seas, Avhich had been reported from the Committi'c

of Foreign Atiairs, ami had been introduced by its chairman, James
Barbour, Avas lauded throughout the country. The section projiused to

be stricken out authorized the President of the United States in time of

pnifound peace to declare, on the re[)resentations of a naval otiiei'i-,

any of the ports of Spain in the West Indies in a state of liloekade.

It was stricken out by the decisive vote of J7 to 10. Had it remained
in the bill, a Avar Avith Spain in all probability Avould have resulted

in less than ninety days. On the eh'ction of John Quincy Adams to

the Presidency, INlr. TazcAvell became hostile to his admini.'«tration and
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opposed its prominent measures. His speech on the exclusive consti-

tutional competency of the executive to originate foreign missions vitli-

out the advice and consent of the Senate, as a constitutional tliesis, it

is claimed, “stands pre-eminent in our political literature as a inodel of

profound rcsearcli, of thorough argumentation, and of overwhelming
strength.” hir. Tazewell was re-elected to the Senate on the 1st day
of January, 1829. Whilst in attendance on that l)ody he was elected

by the Norfolk district a member of the Convention vdiich assenilded in

Kichmond, October 5th, 1829, to revise the first Constitution of Vir-

ginia. In that illustrious body IMr. Tazewell made the opening speech

in support of a resolution which he offered, and which marked out the

course of the campaign which he believed to be best ada})ted to attain

the general end in view. He engaged with conspicuous ability in tlie

important discussions of the convention. His speech (Ui tlie tenure of

the judicial oliice is claimed to have beeu one of the most able eilbrts in

that body of intellectual giants. IMr. Tazewell was also, in 1829,

tendered the mission to Great Britain, but declined the honor. He
continued in the Senate until 1833, serving as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, and as President p*o tern, of the body dur-

ing a portion of the twenty-second Congress. In January, 1834, he

was elected Governor of Virginia to succeed John Floyd, and entered

upon the duties of his office March 31st. Pie resigned Starch 31, 1836,

before the expiration of the term, upon a disagreement with the 8tate

Legislature. That body had })assed resolutions instructing the Senators

from Virginia to vote for the resolutions to expunge from the journal of

the Senate the resolutions censuring General Jackson. These instructions

Governor "TazcAvell declined to approve. Pie was succeeded in the ofiice of

Governor by Lieutenant-Governor Wyndham Robertson. INfr. Taze-

well was never afterwards in ])ublic service. Though so effective with

juries as an advocate, his style of address is said to have been singulai-ly

simple and free from artifice. His arguments were conversational and
his gestures not more striking than those of animated converse. His
postures were negligent. His voice was pleasant and of ample com])ass.

He was never vocih-rous. His logic was consummate, and in ])utting

his arguments before a jury he exhibited great adroitness. He ac-

(piainted himself with the calling or prejudices of every juryman—and
was thus guided in his a})})i‘als to them.

When the passions were to be assailed he indulged in a style of fervid

appeal, which was tlie more ellective as it was rare. Of the jierson of

]\Ir. Tazewell, his friend and eulogist, Hugh Blair Grigsby, LP.D.,
says: “As soon as the visitor fixed his eyes on "Mr. Tazewell, all else

was forgotten. He was, without exception, in middle life, the most im-

posing, and in old age, the most viMU'rable person 1 ever beheld. His
height exceeded six leet. Plis head and chest were on a huge
scale, and his vast blue eye, which always seemed to gaze afar, was aptly
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termed by Wirt an ‘ eye of ocean.’ In early youth he was uncommonly
handsome. In middle life he was very thin, though lithe and strong,”

but in his latter days he was large of stature, with massive features,

and hair of silvery whiteness, which fell in ringlets about his neck.

He died at Norfolk, ^lay 6, ISOO. He was the author of a “Review
of the Negotiations between the United States and Great Britain respect-

ing the Commerce between the Two Countries,” etc. London, (Svo,

1S29, and which first appeared under the signature “Sinex,” in the Nor-

folk Herald'’ in 1827. A ]'>ortrait of Governor Tazewell is in tlie State

Library at Richmond, Virginia. He married, in 1802, Anne Stratton,

daughter of Colonel John Nivison, of Norfolk, Virginia.

WYNDIIAM ROBERTSON.

The clan Donnachie, or Duncan, or Robertson, trace descent from
Duncan, King of Scotland, eldest son of iMalcolm III., tlieir immediate
ancestor being a son of the “ancient and last Celtic Earl of Atole” who,
in the reign of Alexander II., received the lands of Strowan. A great

grandson of this founder was named xindrew, and was styled of xVthole

or “de xVtholia,” which was the Uniterm designation of the family
;
and

from Duncan, a son of xVndrew, they derive their distinctive ap])ellati(m

of the clan Donnachie, or “children ofDuncan.” This Duncan was twice

married, and acrpiired by both marriages considerable territory in the

district of Rannoch. By his first wife he had a son Robert “de Atholia,”

who also had a grandson named Robert; and from him the clan Dun-
can or Donnachie derive the name of Robertson from their lowland
neighbors. This Robert is tanious in history, and known as the chief

who arrested and delivered to the vengeance of the government Robert
Graham and the master of xVthole, two of the murderers of James I.,

for which he was rewarded with a cj-own charter, dated 1451. He was
mortally wounded in a conflict with Robert Forrester, of i^olwood, with

whom lie ha«l a dispute regarding the lands of Little Dunkold. Biinl-

ing his head in a white cloth, he rode to Perth and obtained from the

king a new grant of the lands of Strowan. Returning home he die<l

of his wounds. His eldest son was twice married; his son, again, bi^-

coming progenitor of various families of Robertsons. Towards the chwe
of the century an heiress of the clan married “Thomas of Loudoun,”
while another married “ David of Hastings,” and an heiress of the Leeds
branch married a Stewart of Invermeatli. The clan were valiant and
powerful supporters of the House of Stewart, and devoted to the cause

of Charles 1. It furnished, during the past two centui'ies, many war-

riors and learned men, famous in ^^cottish annals. Ah'xander RoImuT-

son, the celebrated fJaeobite chief and jioet, was born about l(i70. After
a warlike and eventful file he died, in the eighty-tirst year of his age, in

his own house. C’arr of Rannoch’s jioems w(>re published after his death.
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^vitll a hi.^torv of the Kobcrtsons of Strowan. He was Sir Walter Scott’.-;

prototype of the Baron ‘‘ Bradwardine,” in Wavrrleii.

The ancestor of the Ihtbertsons of Virginia was William Bobertson,

son of the Bailie of Edini)nrg'h, Scotland, and a relative ot Alexander
Bobertson, of vStrowan, Baron Bradwardine, who emigrated to the col-

ony in the early part of the eighteenth century, and settled in JBBtoi

parish, near the location of Petersl^urg. His son, William Bobert.son.

born in the year 1750, was a vestryman, warden, ami deputy of Bristol

parish from 1779 to 1789, a member of the council of Virginia, and
for a series of years its secretary. He married Elizabeth, daughter
ofTiiomas and Elizabeth (Hay) Bolling, of “Cobbs’’ (fourth in descent

from John Bolfe and the Indian Princess Pocahontas), and had issue

twelve children, those who survived being as follows: i. Archlnild,

born 1770; died 1801; married E]izal,)eth 51. Bolling; ii. Thomas lin-

ing, born February 27, 1778; married, April, 1821, Lelia, daughter of

Fulwar Skipwith; studied law with the distinguished John Thom})son;
member of the House of Delegates from Dinwiddie County 1805-0;
appointed, in the summer of 1807, by President Jefierson, Hecrctary nt

the then territory of Orleans; continued in this station until Louisiana

was erected into a State; member of Congress 1812-18, when he re-

signed, resuming the practice of law; appointed, in 1819, Attorney-

General of Louisiana
;
elected Governor of the State in 1820; a])p()int(,M],

in 1825, United States Judge for the district of Louisiana. Din-ing

the recess of Congress, 1815, he visited England and France, and being-

in Paris at the time of the return of Bonaparte from the cami)aign

which ended in his overthrow at Waterloo, he wrote a concise and ani-

mated account of the interesting scenes which were passing before him,

in letters to his friends in Virginia, which were published in the Bich-

mond Enquirer, and in book form. He died October 5, 1828, at the

White Sul})hur S})rings, Greenbrier County, Virginia, where a monu-
ment inarks his remains; iii. WllUam, born 1786; member of the Vir-

ginia As.sembly; married Christiana, daughter of Frederick Williams,

and had issue
;

iv. John, l)orn 1788; died 1878; Attorney-General of

Virginia; member of State Assembly, and Chancellor of Virginia;

member of Congress, re})rcsenting Bichmond for more than half a

century; a quaint, vigorous, and accompli.Jied writer, publishing many
brochures; married, in LSM, Anne Ti-ent, and left issue

;
v. A)nie, born

1790; died 1842; marrii'd Henry Skipwith, 51. I)., and left i.'sue

;

vi. Jane Gag, born 1790; died 1840; married, 1818, John H. Bernard,
of “Gaymont,” Caroline County, Virginia, member of the State Senate;

left issue; vii. Wgudlunn, the subject of this sketch, born January 2t),

1803. He first attmided tin* private schools in his native city—Bich-

mond—and conqdeh'd his education at William and Mary Colh'ge undor

tlie presidency of the brilliant John Augustine Smith, graduating
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thence in 1821. Enterinj^ upon tlie study of law, he was admitted to

the bar in 1824. In 1827 lie went to Europe for recreation, visiting

the cities of London and Ihiils. Keturning liome he resumed tlie imic-

tice of his profession. The French llevolutioii of 1830 enkindled the

patriotism of the citizens of Kichmoiid to highly enthusiastic demonstra-
tions in civic jirocession, with flags and banners flying, the parade of

the military with salute of musketry and cannon, and a mass meeting.

Mr. Kobertson was the chosen orator on the occasion, to voice the ]>ublic

sentiment, an office which ho discharged so ehxpiently and acceptably

that the common sympathy then established carried with it a i-egai’d and
confidence which was enduring and found expression in many positions

of honorable trust conferred on him. In 1833 Mr. Koliertson was
elected a member of the Council of State. In 1834, at the first meet-

ing of the James lUver and Kanawha Compaii}', the successors to the

franchises of the old James Liver Com])any, Mi-. Kobertson jiroposed,

in lieu of the ])rojected canal, a measure that looked to a railroad cfui-

nection with Lyiicliburg, to progress alternately westward, on the one

hand, to the Mississippi, and on the other to the Kanawha. Although
his proposition was defeated, it had the favor of* sagacious and aide

minds, Dr. John Brockenbrough, Judge Philip Korborne Kicholas,

Moncure Kobiiison, and lion. John Kobertson Ix-ing among its su}i-

porters. After nearly half a century the wisdom of the measure pro-

posed has been vindicated in the displacing of the canal by the Kich-

mond & Alleghany Kailroad erected on its banks, and which we may
hope, may yet grasp the consummations so long ago ai'dently outlined

b5^ Mr. Kobertson. On the 31st of March, 1836, ]\Ir. Kobertson became
senior member of the Council, and as such, Lieutenant-Oovernor, and
on the same day, by the resignation of Governor Tazewell, smceeded
}\im for the remaining year of his term as Governor of Virginia. The
period is somewhat memorable. Then begaii the initiatory movcamuits

of the undisguised and fiitcfid crusade by the Korthern section of our

Union against slavery. We can now calmly survey it>^ turbulent c-oui-se

in thankful accc})tation of an issue whic*l\ is destiiu'd to ])rogressively re-

dound in blessings to the h^outh. A dilierent sentiment then prc'vaih'd

in Virginia. In his first message to the Legislature, Governor Kobc-rt-

son called attention to the abolition movement, designating it as “a mad
fanaticism, the march of which, if unchecked, could well be over vio-

lated faith, the riglds of the slave-holding States, chartered liberty, and
the cause of humanity its(‘lf,” and recommended tliat measures should

be taken for a convention of all the States to take measui-(‘s to avert

such dire conse<|uences. The Democracy being largely in tin* niaj(»rity

in the Legislature of 183(1-7, one of that party— David Campbc‘11—was
chosen to su(*ceed Governor Kobertson on the exj)iration of his term,

IMarcli 31, 1837, and he retirc'd to private life. Li 1841, his health be-
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ing impaired, lie removed to the country and engaged in agricultural

pursuits. In 1858 he returned to Iviclimond, and in 1860 acquiesced

in the wishes of his old constituents to serve them in tlie House of Del-

egates. A friend to peace and the Union, iMr. Eohertson actively op-

posed secession, and the overtures of South Carolina for a Southern
Convention as endangering both,, and hastening the loss of what they
were designed to save. After South Carolina and other Southern States

had seceded, he still urged a refusal on the part of Virginia to follow

them, and brought, as the organ of a committee, into the House of

Delegates, January 7, 1861, the resolution known as the Anti-Coercion

liesolutiou, denying the existence of present cause for secession, but
declaring her ])urpose, if a war of coercion was undertaken by the

Federal Government on the seceded States, to fight with the South.

The resolution was ado})ted. The State now addres.^ed itself to meas-
ures of reconciliation, some of which were pro})Osed, and all were ad-

vocated by i\lr. Kobcu'tson. They were, however, all futile, and the

proclamation of President Lincoln calling for troops from Virginia,

speedily determined her lot with her Southern sisters, peopled by her

own offspring, and Mr. Kobertson, ever a dutiful son, was henceforth

zealously active in all measures of sustenance and defense, in the lam-

entable fraticidal strife which ensued. The painful struggle over, he

removed to the native ]dace of his wife (Mary T., daughter of Francis

Smith, Esq.), Abingdon, Vii’ginia, where he has since resided. iMr.

Robertson has been an ardent student of history for many years, natu-

rally with as pecial regard for that of his native State. He has frequently

contributed the results of his research to periodicals, and at the annual

meeting of the Virginia Historical Society, December 15, 1859, he read

an exhaustive paper on the “5Iarriage of Pocahontas with John Rolfe,”

which was published by the Society. He has had in preparation for a

number of years jmst, a genealogical account of his kindred, “The De-
scendants of Pocahontas,” which, it is believed, is now ready for publi-

cation. There is an excellent portrait of Governor Robertson in the

State Library at Richmond, Virginia.

DAVID CAMPBELL.

Of all the family names of Scotland, there is hardly another so in-

vested with lustre in the varied manifestations of human greatness, so

renoAvned for valorous deeds, or .<o ju’oudly enshrined in the national

affection, as that of Campbell : and the race transplanted in America
has flourished alike, and in its distinguished rc})rc.<entatives, by numer-
ously attested examples, has lost naught of that Avhich constitutes true

nobility; for in every department of learning and of useful service, and
in heroism by sea and land, has the name lent honor to our national

annals.

»
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It is believed that a majority of those in this country, of the name,
who claim Scottish origin, are desceiided from Duncan Campbell, of

the noble branch of Breadalbane.^' Duncan Campbell, born in Inver-

ary, Scotland, accompanied, it is thought, the English army sent l>y

Queen Elizabeth, in March, 1579, under the Earl of Essex (who was
succeeded by IMountjoy), to sup})ress the rebellion in Ireland, headed
by Hugh O’lSi'eale, Earl of Tyrone. After the forfeiture of lands in

Ulster was declared in the reign of James I., in 1G12, Duncan Cani])-

bell, who had married Mary McCoy, bought a lease from one of the

English officers, and remained there. His son Patrick bought the lease

and the estate in remainder, thus acquiring the estate in fee simple.

Another son, John Campbell, born in 1621 ;
married, in 1655, Grace,

daughter of Peter Hay,t and had issue

:

i. Dugald, whose descendants settled in Rockbridge County, Vir-

ginia.

ii. Robert^ born in 1665
;
married in 1696. His descendants settled

in Orange (now Augusta) County, Virginia, in 1740.

iii. John, born in 1666; died in 1734; emigrated to America in 1726,

and settled in Donegal, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, but soon re-

moved with several of his family to that part of Orange County, Vir-

ginia, which in 1738 was formed into Augusta County. Had issue:

i. Patrick, born in 1690; “a strong churchman;” removed to Virginia

in 1738, and was the father of General William Campbell, the hero of

King’s Mountain (after whom the county of Campbell, formed in 1784
from Bedford, was named), born in 1745, and was killed in September,

1781 ;
married Elizabeth, the sister of the orator Patrick Henry, and

she married, secondly. General William Russell, of the Revolution,

born in Culpeper County, Virginia, in 1758, and died in Eayette

County, Kentucky, July 3, 1825. ii. John, born in 1692; a minister

of the Protestant Episcopal Church at York, Penn.sylvania
;
died in

1764; married, and had issue: James, born in 1731; removed to Vir-

* The Breadalbane branch are of the same linea<^e as the House of Argyll and
Lome. The arms of Dmicaii Cain[)boll, as preserved in the hands of his (lesccnd-

ants, are identical in their quarterings with the Marquis of Breadalbane, as

follows: Quarterly, first and fourth, gyronny of eight or. and sa. for Campbell;
second or. a fesse cliequey ar. and az. for Stewart; third, ar. a lyinphad, her sails

and oars in action, all sa. for Lome. The Breadalbane arms agree with those of

Argyll save in the addition of those of iStewart. The crest of the Mnripiis of

Breadalbane is a boar’s head, erased J>])r., and his nu>tio is, Follow Me. The crest

of the Duke of Argyll is a boar’s head couped or., and over the crest the motto,

Nc Obfiviscaris.

t The name of Hay is a most worthy one. A Dr. Peter Hay died at Williams-
burg, Virginia, in 17(57, and his library was advertised that year for sale at auc-

tion. The Ivev. Bobert Lose, of fragrant memories for piety, worth, and usefulness,

and who.se remains lie in the church-yard of the venerable 8t. .John’s, at Bichmond,
Virginia, was of this connection.
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giiiia in 1760; Ellen Frances, and John, born in 1740; died in 1707 ;

one of the most eminent lawyers of Pennsylvania ;
married Ellen Par-

" ker, and their descendants in the names of Lyon, Chambers, and others,

are quite numerous. The late Parker Campbell, banker of Richmond,
Virginia, was a son. iii. Robert, migrated to Virginia; had issue five

children, of whom four daughters survived, iv. William, died in youth.

V. James, died in England, vi. David, married, in 1735, Mary Ham-
ilton (who came to America in the same ship with him), and, about

the year 1772, settled at the “ Royal Oak,’’ in the Valley of the Hol-

stein (now rendered Holston), about one mile west of Marion, the

county seat of Smyth County. He left issue seven sons: i. John, born

April 20, 1741. ii. Colonel Artlmr, born in 1742; hero of Indian wars;

married a sister of General William Campbell; removed in 1804 to Yellow
Creek, Knox County, Kentucky, where he died in 1815. He had two
sons, who died in the war of 1812—Colonel James Campbell, at Mobile,

and Colonel John B. Campbell, who fell at Chippewa, where he com-

manded the right wing of tlie army under General Winfield Scott,

iii. James; iv. William; v. David, first clerk of Washington County,
which office he held until iMarch 17, 1779, when he was succeeded iyv

his brother John. Removing to Tennessee, he became distinguished in

its annals, vi. Robert, Colonel, and Indian fighter, born in 1755; dis-

played great bravery in many conflicts with the Cherokees, and sub-

sequently at the battle of King’s ^Mountain
;
nearly forty years a mag-

istrate of Washington County, and in 1825 removed to Tennessee; died

near Knoxville in Felnniary, 1832. vii. Patrick.

Of the above sons of David Campbell, the eldest-born, John, was
one of the justices (commissioned by Governor Patrick Henry) who,

after the county of Washington (embracing portions of Wythe, Taze-

well and Grayson, and all of Smyth, Russell, Buchanan, Dickinson,

Wise, Scott and Lee, and its own present limits) had been formed in

1776, met at Abingdon and organized and held the first county court,

January 28, 1777. He succeeded, March 17, 1779, his brother David
Campbell as clerk of the county, and continued to hold the office by
successive re-election until 1814. In 1778 he married Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Edward and iMary (Robinson) McDonald, 1' of the section of what is

now Botetourt County, Virginia, and, it is said, built the first dwelling in

Abingdon (alog-house),on theloton wlfudithexVrlington Hotel now stands.

In 1788 he purchased of Thomas iJadison, attorney of James Buclianan,

a farm of eleven iiundred acres in the south-western portion of Washington
County, to which lie gave tlic name of “Hall’s Bottom,” and shortly

fllis grandfather, Rryan McRonald, thesnn of a 1 ligldand chief of GUmcoe,
Scotland, migrated to America ru-ar tlie close of the 17th e>r the L'ginniiig of tiie

18th century and settled in Newcastle, now in the State of Delaware, wlience
Edward McDonald removed to Virginia.
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after removed to and contimied to reside there until his death, on the

20th of iVpril, 1825. David Campbell, his eldest son, and the subject

of this sketch, was born August 2d, 1779, at “Royal Oak,” and was
about eight years of age when his father removed to “Hall’s Rottoni.”

There he grew up, receiving such education as the frontier settlements

could provide. In the way of books it was necessarily limited, but tliis

great disadvantage was largely compensated for by the character of the

people among whom lie was reared
;
by their recitals of the scenes and

deeds of the Revolution, in which they bore so conspicuous and im-

portant a part, and which were then but as the acts of yesterday
;
and

by’ the lessons of self-reliance which were taught liy all his surround-

ings. In 179d, lieing tlien in his fifteenth year, David Campbell was
appointed an Ensign in “old” Captain John Davis’ company of miliiia

in the 2d Battalion of the 70th Regiment, w’hich position he lield until

he removed to Abingdon as an assistant in the clerk’s office there. In

the spring of 1799 the 70th Regiment was divided and the 105th Regi-

ment formed. In the 2d Battalion of this regiment David Campbell
was commissioned as Captain of a company of Idght Infantry assigned

to it, and which he i-aiscd and organized. In the fall of the saine year

Captain Campbell married his cousin iMary Hamilton, by whom he liad

no issue. He now studied law, and obtained a license, but never prac-

ticed his profession. IFe was fond of reading (history and the Engli?h

classics being his special favorites), and thus enriched his mind and
acquired Ins style of written composition. In 1802 he was appointed

deputy clerk of the county court of Washington County, and chiefly

discharged the duties of the office to the year 1812, on the Gth of

July of which he was commissioned a iMajor in the 12th Infantry,

United States Army. He assisted Colonel Parker in collecting recruits,

organizing and drilling them at Winchester, and marched with his com-
mand for the Lakes of Canada on the 29th of August, and efficiently

served there under the command successively of Generals Smyth and
Van Rensellacr. On the 12th of IMai’ch, 1813, he was iiromotcd to tiie

rank of iJcutenant-Colonel of the 20th United States Regiment and
participated in the arduous campaigns of that regiment on the St. Law-
rence and towards Lake C’hanqilain. The troops on the Northern
frontier were greatly ex])osed during the campaigns of 1812 and 1813,

and the constitution of C’olonel Camj)bell, naturally delicate, gave way
under the hardships to which lie was exposed. He was so severely at-

tacked with rheumatism as to incapacitate him for duty, and in conse-

quence ajiplied to the Secretary of War for a transfer to the Southern
Division of the Army. His application was recommended by his su-

perior officers, (’oloncl Randolph and General Parker, but from some
cause was disapproved by the Secretary of War, and (’oloncl Campbell
was necessitated to rtvign his commission January 28th, 1814. Upon

t
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returning lioine, he in a short time entered the service of Virginia as I

Aide-de-Camp to Governor Barbour, and gave valuable assistance in or-
j

ganizing the large militia force called into service in tire neighborhood
of Richmond and below it and about Petersburg in tire summer of 1814. \

These services Colonel Campbell performed without ])ay. In the session
\

of the Assembly of 1814-15 a law was passed for raising 10,000 troops
|

and under it Colonel Campbell was elected General of the od Brigade. i

On the 25th of January he was appointed Colonel of the 3d Virginia I

Cavalry, and by the formation of the 5th Division of militia was after-
\

wards transferred to the 5th Regiment of cavalry. Upon Iris return to Ab- j

ingdon, Virginia, he re-entered the clerk’s olfrce, where he continued until
|

1820, when he was elected to the Serrate of Vir'ginia for four year-s.
|

He actively participated in public aflairs lioth befoi*e and after his elec-
j

tion to the Senate. Lie was remarkable for his ready and correct judg- 1

ment of men, aird this, coupled with the opportunity which his position
\

gave him, enabled him to exercise a wide-spr-ead iiiHueirce in his resident
|

section of the State. In 1824 he was elected clerk of the county court
j

of Washington, and continued to hold the office until he v/as elected 1

Governor of Virginia, in 1836, and entered upon the office March 31,

1837.
I

Virginia at this period was preponderantly Democratic in politics
;

i

so decided was the seirtimeirt of Washington County, in the Presidential

election of 1828, that only thirteen votes against General Andrew Jackson
j

were cast. David Cani])bell was a Jackson Democrat, as was also each of
j

his four brothers. In his first message to the General Assembly, among
|

other matters of public utility he proposed the establish inenr of the
j

common school system, of which he was one of the carlie.'t advocates.
|

This was, no doubt, greatly stimulated by the fact that his own section
|

of the State was, by its remoteness from the institutions of learning of
|

high grade, deprived of their advantages, and was due, al.^o, largely to
|

his attachment to Republican institutions; and his decided conviction
|

was potential, if not essential, in their })reservation. \\diilst Gov-
|

ernor, and during the administration of President Van Buren, the Sub-
|

Treasury scheme and the Standing Army bill, as they were cojnmonly
j

called, were made party measures; being opposed to them, he warmly
j

supported General Harrison in the canvass of 1840, and ever after acted
j

with the AVhig ])arty. He was alike 0}>posed to centralization on the 1

hand, and nullification and secession on the other. Governor Cam})-
j

bell was suceeeded in the oilice, ]\Iarch 31, 1840, by Thomas Walker
|

Gilmer, and retired to his home in Abingdon. Soon afterwards the

office of Justice of the Peace being tendered him, he accepted it, and
was diligent in the discharge of its entire duties to the year 1852, when
lie retired to private life after having sjient nearly a half century in

the jHiblic service. In person Governor Campbell was about live Icet

eleven inches in height, spare, and erect in carriage, with dark hair
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and eyes, an intellectual countenance, and pleasing manners. lie was
not gifted as a public speaker. As a writer, his style was simple, terse,

and vigorous.

He was not a member of any religious denomination, but, profoundly

convinced of the truth of the Bible, he believed that the highest and
best manifestation of religion was a life in accordance with its teach-

For the last two years of his life he was confined by declining health

to his chamber, but gave no evidence of that mental decay which some-

times attends old age, and his interest in public affairs seemed unabated.

He died, calmly and peacefully, iMarch 19, 1859, in the eightieth year

of his age. A portrait of Governor Campbell is exhibited in the State

Library at Kichmond. A nephew, Hon. Jolin A. Campl)e11, of Abing-
don, X^irginia, a distinguished jurist, late Colonel Confederate States

Army, gallantly commanded during our late war the 48th Virginia

Kcgiment, which he raised and organized. It was incorporated in the

2d Brigade of the Division of General “ Stonewall’' Jackson, which was
composed of the 21st, 42d, and 48th Virginia Begiments, the Irish

Battalion, and the Battery of Lawrence S. 5[arge, afterwards Colonel

IMarge. The Brigade was for a time commanded by Colonel William
Gilharn of the 21st Virginia, then by Colonel Jesse S. Burks of the 42d
Virginia, who, receiving a disabling wound at the battle of Kernstown
in March, 1862, was succeeded by Colonel Campbell, who remained in

command until the month of May, when he also was severely wounded
in front of Manchester, Virginia. Before recovering sufileiently to re-

turn to the army Colonel Campbell was elected Judge of the Sixteenth

Judicial Circuit of Virginia, and at the re([uest of his constituents re-

signed his commission in the army. The Campbell family of the com-
mon an(*estry of Governor Campbell has l)cen numerously and dis-

tinguishedly represented in Oldo, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia,

Kentucky, Tennessee, and other States.

THOMAS WALKER GIL^IER.

The ancestry of Thomas 5Valker Gilmer was highly worthy. His
paternal great-grandfather. Dr. George Gilmer, a native of Scotland,'''

and a graduate of the University of Edinburgh, migrated to Virginia

early in the eighteenth century, and settled in Mdlliainsburg, where he

*}Te was of the same lineage, it is said, as the Gilinours of Crai«g-Millar
Castle, seated two and alialf miles south of Edinburgh. The arms of tlie
Gilmer family of Virginia are: Az. a elu'vroii between two tleurs-d('-lis in
chief (i’or; and in base, a writing pen, fidl feathered ar. Crest—A garlan i

of laurel proper. iMotto: Preseveranti dabiter.
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Exterior View, before alteration, of

ST. JOHN’S CTIUHCH, lUCHMOND, VIRGINIA,

Built in 1740.

Interior View, before alteration, of

ST. JOHN’S CIIUHGH, URTIMONI), VIRGINIA.

Built in 1740.
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successfully combined the vocations of physician, surgeon, and drug-

gist for quite fifty years, dying January 15, 1757, widely loved and
esteemed in the colony. He was three times married: first, to a

daughter of Dr. Ridgway (a medical partner in early life,), by whom
he had no issue; secondly. May 13, 1732, to iNIary Peachy ("died Octo-

ber 1, 1745), daughter of Thomas and Susan (^Peachy) Walker, of

King and Queen County, Virginia, and sister of Dr. Thomas Walker,
the patriot and early explorer of Kentucky; thirdly, December 11,

1745, to Harrison (died November 1, 1755), daughter of Dr. Archibald
Blair, of Williamsburg, Virginia, a sister of Hon. John Blair, Presi-

dent of Virginia Council and Acting Governor of Virginia, and a niece

of Commissary James Blair, President of William and i\Iary College.

By his second marriage. Dr. George Gilmer had issue four sons:

i. Peachy Pidgway, born March G, 1737-8, married iMary 'Meriwether,

settled at “Lethe,” Ilockingham County (and had issue: i. Thomas iMeri-

wether, married Elizabeth Lewis, and removed to Georgia, settling on
Broad River. He was the lather of a large fiimily, among them Hon.
George Rockingham Gilmer, member of Congress, Governor of Geor-
gia, and author of “The Georgians;” ii. George; iii. Mary Peachy;
iv. Elizabeth Thornton, married 5Iajor Robert Grattan; v. Lucy;
vi. Frances Walker, married Richard Taliaferro); ii. George, born
January 19, 1742-3, studied medicine with his uncle, _Dr. Thomas
AYalker, and graduated at Edinburgh, Scotland. The issue of Dr.
George Gilmer by his third marriage was : iii. John, born A]»ril 2G,

1748; an olficer under Jaifiiyette in the Revolution
;
mari-ied Mildred

Meriwether, and died, in i790, at his seat on Broad River, in the
State of Georgia

;
iv. WilUanKhovn 51ay 22, 1753, died May 30, 1753.

Dr. George Gilmer, the second of the name, returning to A'irginia
after graduating, succeeded to the ])ractice of his father in AVilliams-
burg,biit alter a time removed to Albemarle County, Avhere he mar-
ried hisfirst cousin Lucy (boriiAlay 5. 1 751), daughter ofl)r. Thomas
AValker by bis first marriage with Alildred {nee Thornton), widow of
Nicholas Meriwether. lie settled at l\ui Park,” and soon attained
a lucrative practice in bis profession. The friend and intimate associ-

ate of Thomas ,T efierson, he was an ardent patriot from the beginning
to the end of the struggle for Indejiendence. He served Albemarle in
tlie House of Burgesses, and, as early as 1774, ottered a resolution in

that body on the subject of the Crown Laiuls, which Avas seconded by
AVilliam Henry. IleAvas gitted as an orator, and, Avhen Loi'd Dun-
more seized the powder of the colony, Dr. Gilmer harangued the
citizens of Albcunarle Avitb such chxpience, that a comjtanv Avas im-
mediately formed to march to Williamsburg to demaml rediasss. Of
tins coiu])any Charles Lewis Avas chosen ca])tain, and Dr. George
Gilmer lieutenant. The company mai’e bed to Williamsburg, but their
]>atriotic mission Avas anticipated by Ihitrick Henry. In tiie (5)nvcn-
tion of 1775, Avhich met at AVilliamsburg, Dr. Gilmer Avas returned
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by Albemarle County as the alternate of Thomas Jefferson, ITis Avife

Avas a worthy mate to such a patriot. During the early days of tlie

struggle for Independence, the patriots in different sections of the

country found great difficulty in corresponding Avith each other, and
it became necessary to establisli a secret means of intercommuiiication

by private letter-carriers. i\Ir. Jefferson, during a Ausit to his friend

Dr. Gilmer at this period, in coin^ersation Avith Idm, deplored the Avant

of funds to defray the expense of such correspondence. iNIrs. Gilmer,

Avho Avas present, immediately left the room, and speedily returning

Avith her personal jcAvels, of much value, handed them to Mr, Jetler-

son, and, Avith tearful eyes, asked him to use them in the cause of her
country. Nor Avas she less a heroine than a patriot. When the British

troops, under the command of Tarleton. entered Charlottesville in ])ur-

suit of the Assend)ly, as has been detailed in a preceding sketch, ^>lr.

A., a friend of Dr. Gilmer, Avas a guest of IMrs. Gilmer, her husband
being absent jirofessionally. IMr. A., mounting his horse, attem]ited to

escape, but Avas shot doAvn, and carried off by the enemy- IMrs. Gilmer,
learning that he was still alive, determined to succor him; and, accom-
panied by a maiden sister only, made her Avay perilously through the

village, filled Avith drunken and disorderly troopers, to the j)resence of

Tarleton himself, on her errand of mercy. He Avas so tilled Avith admi-
ration at the courage displayed by IMrs. Gilmer, that he not only de-

livered to lier the helpless and insensible form of her friend, but sent

his OAvn surgeon to attend him until Dr, Gilmer returned. ^Ir. A.
hapjhly recovered, to gallantly sciwe his country, and to bequeath to

his descendants a debt of gratitude to the Avorthy coiq)le of “ Pen Park.”

The issue of Dr. George and Lucy (Walker) Gilmer Avas: i. Francis

Walker, an accomplished scholar and Avriter, the lirst professor of

laAV of the University of Virginia, and aa’Iio selected in IFiropc the

remaining six professors Avith Avhich that institution'’^ Avas organized in

1825; ii. Peachy K.
;

iii. Mildred, the lirst Avify of the eminent William
AVirt; iv. George, married Eliza, daughter of Ca})tain Christo})her Hud-
son, a gallant patriot of the Ivcvolution. Of their issue, Thomas Walker,
the subject of this sketch, Avas born at “ Gilmerton,” his tather’s seat,

in Albemarle County, April 6, 1802. He early exhibited studious

habits, and, at the age of fourteen, Avas sent to live Avitli his uncle,

iSTr. Peter Minor, at “PidgAvay,” for private tuition in his lamily. The
tutor, a meek and quiet young man, Avas but a fcAV years ohler than

young ^Valker Gilmer, and occupied the same room Avith him and a

cousin of the same age, AVilliam Gilmer. The mischievous boys often

made the mild teacher the victim of their pranks, one of Avhich Avas to

* Skotclics, Essays, and Translations by Francis W . ('lilmer. I'ldaished,
Baltimore. 1828, l‘2mo. Ho also rej>orted Case's decided in the Court of Ap-
peals of Virginia, 1820 to 1821.” Kichmond, 1821, 8vo.
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crawl under Lis bed after he was asleep and to slowly raise themselves
under him until he would roll out upon the door. Before he would 1

recover from his sur])rise, they would be snoring in their pallet.
j

The beset })edagogue was at a loss to what to ascribe his nocturnal
j

visitations, and quite believed himself haunted by evil spirits. He re- |

ported his troubles to INlr. IMiuor, who immediately suspected the true
|

ofienders, and soon detected them. The following morning the lads I

were aroused fro.m their slumbers by an unusual tread upon the stair- 1

way, and soon had reason to tremble at the stern })resence of their i

uncle Peter, accom])anied by a negro man, “Pudding,” i)earing a plen- •

tiful supply of birchen rods. The order was given to “horse Walker,” i

and, in a twinkle, he was hoisted upon “Pudding’s” back, and the birch i

uplifted over him. Walker begged a parley, and forthwith commenced
;

an extemporaneous plea of apologies, entreaties, and promises of amend-
ment, which arrested the impending rod, and tinally prevailed u])on his

;

uncle to pardon him. To William, too, who stood by in quaking sus-

pense, mercy was also extended
;
and long after, in mature years, when

the reputation of his fellow delimpient was established as an orator, lie

would often jocularly recall this early occasion of peril, and say to Gov.
Gilmer that he had heard all his great speeches, but never one so power-

ful and impressive as the pathetic dlbrt from the back of “Pudding.” .

From “ Bidgway,” young Walker Gilmer was sent to school to l)r.

Frank Carr, an excellent classical scholar, and a gentleman of extensive

learning and much literary taste. The friend ami companion of Will-

iam Wirt, he is reported to have assisted him in the preparation of '

“The Old Bachelor.” Here young Gilmer’s talents were fitly nurtured.

He was thoroughly grounded in classic lore, and acquired a thirst

for letters which Avas invaluablo to him in his subsequent career. He
;

remained two years under the care of Dr. Ckirr, and then continued his
'

scholastic course under IMr. John Robertson, a Scotchman, of Avhom it

is said that he “taught more clever men than any other single teacher

ever did in Virginia, and Avhose classical knowledge was such that he
would often hear a recitation in Homer without reference to the book.”

From the school of i\Ii-. Robertson, young Gilmer was sent to that of

a Mr. Staek, in Charlottesville. Whilst here, as a member of a Thes-

pian Society, he exhibited line histrionic talents. Young Gilmer com-
pleted his studies in Staunton, the pecuniary embarrassment of his father :

bringing them to an abrupt termination, lie now entered the ollice of
*

his uncle. Peachy 1\. Gilmer, at Liberty, Bcdlbrd County, \drginia, as
|

a student of law. Tins gentleman was an eminent lawyer, a line clas-
|

sical scholar, and possessed extraordinary conversational powers. Some i

of his letters were ]>ronounced, by his lVi('nd and biother-in-law. Will-
j

lain Wirt, as “inimitabh* s|)ecimens of epistolary style.” Whilst at i

Liberty, and, indeed, for some years previously, young Walker Gilmer

1
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was much aided and stimulated in his studies by correspondence with his

uncle, Francis W. Gilmer, then a member of the bar of Winchester,

Virginia. He was a close and assiduous student, and in less than a year

applied for and obtained a license to practice law, and located himself

in Scottsville, Albemarle County, jvithin a few miles of “ Mt. Air,” the

residence of Captain Hudson, his maternal grandfather; but, tempted
by the wide field otiered in the new western c<juntry, he removed in a

short time to St. Louis, ^Missouri. Very flattering prospects of success

dawned upon him in that thriving city, but he was induced to abandon
them and return to Virginia from a desire to aid his father in the man-
agement of his affairs and in the care of a large family. A striking

instance of his magnanimity and generosity at this period is given.

Always a favorite with his grandfather, iMr. Hudson, the latter had
made a will constituting him his sole heir. When Walker Gilmer
heard this, he insisted successfully that Mr. Hudson should alter the

provisions of the will, and divide the estate equally among his brothers

and sisters, after having first secured a competent provision for his

father. In his new field of practice in Charlottesville, and the bar of

Albemarle and tlie adjacent counties, r>Ir. Gilmer met with formidable

competition in a host of legal and forensic talent, headed by Philip Pen-
dleton Barbour, subsequently a Judge of the Supreme Court of the

United States; but competition only inspired greater exertion, and six

years of unflagging devotion to his profession placed him in the front

rank of the Albemarle bar. “As a lawyer, he was distinguished for

acuteness of mind, adroitness in debate, clear perception of the true

issue, skill in the examination of testimony, a fine grasp of the strong

points of his cause, and intuitive detection of the weak ones of his O})-

ponents.” He was rather an able and skillful advocate than a })rofouiid

jurist; and wielded more power over the sym})athies and instincts of the

jury than over the learning of the judge. In the year 18‘25, the dispo-

sition to amend the Constitution of Virginia began to manifest itself

among the friends of reform in notable signs of a desire for concerted

action. Notices were published for holding a Convention in Staunton,

on the 25th of duly, of that year, to consider the best means of eili'cting

the common object, and meetings were held in many counties to appoint
delegates to this C'onvention. A meeting of the citizens of Albemarle
in favor of a Convention assembled in C'harlottesville, in response to a
call in the Cnifral (htzetie. Thomas Jeflerson Ramlolph, the grandson
of Thomas JelK'rson, presided; and Thomas W. Gilmer ollered a series

of resolutions asserting the right of the people to change the existing

defective Constitution, and recommending the appointment of delegates

from the county to the (o)nvention to be held in Staunton. The reso-

lutions were adopted, and Thomas Mann Randolph, Vahmtine ^\^>od

Southall, and 'fhomas ^Valker (Jilmer appointed delegates. The Con-
vention met as aj)point('d, and Mr. (Jilmei* attended. Thirty-eight
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counties were represented. Ainon^ tlie deleuatcs were some of the

most prominent men of Virginia, among whom were Cliarles Feut(m >

Mercer, Judge John Scott, Jolm It. Cooke, Calloliill iMinns, Daniel
|

Sheffey, Lucas P. Thompson, Pldlip Doddi-idge, and others of like
|

reputation and influence. The Convention remained in session for
j

several days, and finally recommended, by a veiy large majority:
j

1. The white basis of representation
;

2. The extension of the right
j

of suflrage; 3. The abolition of the Council of State—a lingering relic !

of the earliest form of government of Virginia as a colony; 4. The
|

adoption of some practical provision for future amendments; and,
j

5. The adoption of a memorial to the Legislature to submit the ques-
j

tion of a Convention to the vote of the people. Mr. Gilmer took an •

active part in the deflates, and oflered an important ainendmen.t to the

resolution of the committee on tlie extension of suflrage, which was
j

adopted. The speeclies in the body were characterized by the Rich- 1

mond Enquirer as l)eing able and eloquent. It is noteworthy that the
^

third and fourth measures of reform recommended were both rejected .

by the State Convention of 1829-30. Benjamin Watkins Leigh, by an
effective speech, killed the former; and, when the Convention were
about to adopt the latter, John Randolph of Roanoke gave it a sum-
mary quietus with a senseless sneer and a demonstration with his skinny
forefinger. While in attendance upon the Staunton Convention, Mr.
Gilmer met with Miss Ann E. Baker, the daughter of Hon. John
Baker, a member of Congress from Virginia. She became his wife in

the month of iMay following. During the political canvass which resulted

in the election of General Andrew Jackson to his first term as President,

Mr. Gilmer became one of the editors of the Virginia Advocate, a news-

paper published in Charlottesville, and devoted to the success of the

party of General Jackson. He had for several years been a constant

contributor to the Central Gazette, also published in Charlottesville, l)y C.

P. McKennie, and had ac(piired some reputation as a writer. His co-

editor of the Advocate was John xV. G. Davis, ])rofessor of law in the

University of Virginia, a man of rare modesty, brilliant talents, and
profound learning. The Advocate was ably edited, and did good cam-
paign service. During the editorial career of i\tr. Gilmer a controversy

arose between the ]^irginia Advocate an<l the Ijmchhirrg Virgi)iian about
the opinion of Janies Madison on the Bank (piestion, which was earricMl

on for some time with acrimony, and ended in a personal diflicultv

between IMr. Gilmer and Richard H. Toler, the editor of the Virginian.

]Mr. Gilmer went to Lynchburg and demanded an apology from IMr.

Toler for some otlensivi' language lu' had used towards him, and, not

feeling satislii'd with the result of tlu' interview, assaulted IMr. T<*h'r.

The parties afterwards lu'canu' lihaids, and frequently met in tlu' State

Legislature on the most amicable ttn’Uis. In the s])ring of 1829, ^Mr.

I
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Gilmer was returned by the county of Albemarle to the State TTrjUse

of Delegates. This period, which witnessed the birth of the great Whig
and Democratic parties, was one of convulsive throe to the Aation;

the political cauldron seethed with mad passions of party spirit. ]\lr.

Gilmer was placed on the important committee of Courts of Justice, and,

at the end of two weeks, he is recorded as moving to add to tlie stand-

ing committees one on Kevolutionary Claims. It was formed witli him-

self as chairman. He studied the S^ubject fully, and by active research

established, in his exhaustive re])ort, unsatished claims of Virginia on
the Federal Government which had been overlooked or neglected in

former settlements. He moved resolutions of instruction to the Virginia

Senators in Congress in relation to the bounty lands for tlie Virginia Siate

and Continental Lines, which drew attention to the matter, and resulted

in an advantageous change of the Ibrmer provisions in favor of the otlieers

and men of the Virginia State Line. During tlie Legislative session an
effort was made to renew the charters of the State l)iinks, tiiough it would
be three years before they expired. This measure was ably and success-

fully opposed by Mr. Gilmer. At the spring election of 1880, iMr. Gilmer
received the verdict of approval of his course in a re-election to the House
of Delegates with an increased majority; and when, after the adoption

of the amended constitution, new elections were held, his ])opularity was
further vindicated by a vote nearly double of that of any other eandidate

for local sufirage of his county. When the General Assembly met in

December, 1830, ]\Ir. Gilmer was nominated for Speaker of the House
of Delegates by William ]\[. Rives, of Campbell County, wlio said iu his

nominating speech: “Mr. Gilmer has left the traces of his genius ujioii

the memory of the members of the last session, aiid the proofs of his

ability on the journal.” The former Speaker, Linn Banks, was, liow-

ever, elected. This session of the Legislature was one of the m-ost im-

portant ever convened in Richmond. Upon it devolved the task of re-

modeling the Statute Laws in accordance with the amended constitution.

The ablest men in the State had been summoned to this duty in the

House of Delegates. Among them may be named: Benjamin ^Vatkins

J^eigh, James * Barbour, Richard IMorris, Archibald Bryce, Vincent

Witcher, Thomas S. Gholson, William H. Brodnax, George W. Sum-
mers, George C. Dromgoole, and John Thompson Brown. The debates

were marked by great ability, learning, and elo<pienee. ^Ir. Gilmer
took an active }>art in all of the leading questions ot‘ the session, and won
laurels from the ablest champions in this brilliant arena. In the winter

of 1830-1, Mr. Gilmer was induc(‘d, by the solicitations of his fri('nd>, to

undertake the editorial conduction of a })olitical newsj)a}K‘r t(» 1h' ])u1)-

lished at Richmond. He aecoi’dingly ])ublished a prosju'Ctus iu the

Jl/iqnim' of A])ril 12, 183)1, ])roposing to issiug on the 1st of duly, a

newspaper to be called the Thiivs, but the scheme was abandoned in
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conseqiieDce of liis being appointed, by Governor John Floyd, Commis-
sioner of the State to prosecute tlic Kevoliitionary Claims of Virginia

on the United States. Governor Floyd, in bis annual message, in speak-

ing of this aj)pointment, says of Mr. Gilmer: “If zeal,, t^bent, and
assiduity furnish any augury of success, ve may confidently indulge

the most pleasing anticipations of it.” Mr. Gilmer spent the greater

part of the summer, autumn, and winter of the year 1831 in Mhishing-

ton City, collecting the materials and preparing the evidence for as-

serting the claims of Virginia before Congress, and thus escaped tlie

excitement, during the legislative session of 1831-2, on the slavery

question. In the spring of 1832 he was again elected a member of the

House of Delegates. Mr. Gilmer was also a delegate from Albemaile
County to the Convention held in Charlottesville, June 12, 1832, t;;

nominate a candidate for Vice-President on the' ticket with General
Jackson, and of Avhich James Barbour was the choice: but the previous

nomination, by the Baltimore Convention, of Martin Van Buren, nega-

tived their action.

In 1832, Littleton Waller Tazewell having resigned his seat in the

United States Senate, William Cabell Rives, who had just returned

from his mission to France, was nominated by l\lr. Gilmer, in the Vir-

ginia Legislature, to fill the vacancy, and was elected without o]>posi-

tion. Though Mr. Gilmer, by his absence as Commissioner at Wash-
ington, had fortunately escaped the excitement of the discussion of the

slavery question, he had now to bear his part in the finy of the storm
which rose about nullification and appalled the hearts of the stoutest

patriots with the menacing thunders of civil war. On the 10th of De-
cember, 1832, General Jackson issued his proclamation, which, together

W'ith the ordinance of nullifica.tion and the other proceedings of the Con-
vention of South Carolina, was made the subject of a special message
to the General Assembly by Governor Floyd. It was referred to a

special committee, of which IMr. Gilmer was a member. General W.
H. Brodnax, the chairman of the committee, re})orted a series of reso-

lutions disapproving the ordinance of nullitication as ])assed by South
Carolina, and requesting that State to suspend it until alter the adjourn-

ment of Congress
;
but also condemning in strong teians the heresies (jf

the jnwlamation of General Jackson, and reiterating the rujht of srccs-

sioii as the proj)er renu'dy when all ])caceful o]»position to unconstitu-

tional legislation by the Federal Government had failed. An inteiesting

debate occurred on tins report, in Avhich IMr. Gilmer participated in a

speech of great ability, lie announced the e>.<en(‘e of State Rights to

be the right of a State to judge for its('lf of infractions of the Gonstitu-

tion, and of the modes and nu'asures ol* redress. The crisis was a fear-

ful one, and Virginia met it nobly. She stood upon the troubled waters
and lulled them into peace—st(‘i-nly n'buking, on the one hand, the evil

and mad spirit of arbitrary j)ower which j.)roduced the proclamation,
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and, on tlie other, calmii^^ and soothing the excited feelings of her too

intemperate sister. ^Ir. Leigh was sent to bear a message of counsel

and peace to South Carolina. Henry Clay, on tlie 12th of Fchriiarv,

offered in the United States Senate his Compromise IVilL Avhich was
adopted

;
and when the Convention of Soiitli C^arolina reasseml)led in

March the ordinance of nullification was repealed.

Ill the spring of 1838 Mr. Gilmer was again re-elected to the House
of Delegates. When the Assembly met in December the subject of the

removal of the public deposits from the Bank of the United States was
warmly discussed, and resolutions were adopted in the House of Dele-

gates condemning the course of General Jachson as an arbitrary assump-
tion of power, and instructing the Virginia Senators to vote for restoring

the deposits to the United States Bank. Senator William Ch Lives re-

signed his seat rather than obey the instructions, and Benjamin Watkins
Leigh was elected in his place. In the spi’ing of 1885 5Ir. Gilmer was
again elected to the House of Delegates. ’ Tlie session of 1885-() was
perhaps the stormiest ever held in the State. Tlie recently amalgam-
ated political parties of heterogeneous and diverse elements were in an
embryo state, and every man distrustful of his next neighbor in p{*li-

tics. The discussions on the recently developed designs of the abolition

party, which was rearing its hydra liead, were fierce in the extreme.

The question of the Presidential succession, with all the issues of the

preceding administration involved, was a prolific factor of ferment. A
fire-brand was thrown into the House by the Expunging Resolutions

introduced by Colonel Josejih vS. Watkins, of Goochland County. This

measure of party servility was adopted, and Senator John Tyler, as has

been narrated in a preceding sketch, refused to obey the instructions,

and resigned his seat, which was filled by the election of William C.

Rives.

In the Presidential election of 1836 ^Ir. Gilmer voted for Hugh Law-
son Wliite, of Tennessee, in opposition to IMr. Van Buren. Botli Judge
AVhite and General Harrison were voted for by the Whigs of Virginia.

The shattered condition of the health of Mr. Gilmer induced him to

spend the latter part of the winter of 1837-8 in the South, and at the

solicitation of ca])italists in Virginia he extended his journey as far as

Texas, as agent for them in the selection of lauds. This trip made i\Ir.

Gilmer cognizant of the resources of the infant republic of Texas, and
enabled him to form a just estimate of its valiu' to tlu^ United States,

and he was henceforth an ardtmt and fast frii'ud of its annexation to

our Union. Whilst in Texas he was appoint('d by the government as

joint commissioner with i\Ir. A. G. Ihiridey, to negotiate a loan of ten

millions of dollars for the State. On receiving the appointment he has-

tened by home, on his way to the Northern cities, to etfect the loan;

but his negotiations were broken olf by the unfavorable turn of the
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money affairs of tlie country, which soon resulted in the suspension of

specie payments by the banks. He was compensated, however, ])y the

government of Texas, with ^5000 in tlie bonds of the rei)ublic, for his

services. Mr. Gilmer was again elected to the House of Delegates of

Virginia in 1838. Whilst engaged in legislative service Mr. Gilmer was
a frequent contributor to the newspaper press, and in 1834 he published

in the Richmond Whig a series of articles on the “ Right of Instruction”

and other subjects
;
and whilst in the Xorth, endeavoring to eflect a loan

for Texas, he contilbuted to the Pennsylvanian some very interesting

articles on the history of the Texan Revolution, which were extensively

copied by the press. In the summer of 1835 he wrote letters weekly
from the watering-places of Virginia to tlie Whig, in which he graphic-

ally described the scenery of the country and portrayed tlie cliaracters

and manners of those with whom he was thrown. February 22, 183/,
he delivered an address before the Virginia Historical Society, at its

annual meeting, which was published in the current number of tlie

Southern Literary Messenger.

When the Legislature met in 1838, Mr. Gilmer was elected Speaker
of the House of Delegates by acclaim, his being the only nomination.

He was re-elected Speaker when the House of Delegates met again, in

December, 1839. February 14, 1840, he was elected Governor of Vir-

ginia, to succeed David Campbell on the expiration of his term on the

31st of iMarch. He entered zealously upon his duties. He was ex of-

fficio President of the Board of Public Works, tiud, not being satisfied

with the means of information at the command of the Board, he made
a careful ])ersonal examination of nearly ail the im})ortant public works
of the State. This tour, in the summer of 1840, was at his own pri-

vate expense. The information thus obtained enabled him to prej)are

a very able and valuable message to the Assembly, lucidly presenting

the })ublic and material iiiterests of the State. He also reopened ^vith

Governor Seward, of New York, a controversy for the surrender of

Peter Johnson, Edward Smith, and Isaac Gransey, charged with slave-

stealing in Adrginia, and who were fugitives from justice. Their ren-

dition was ably demanded. Seward, after a delay of six months, replied,

refusing to surrender the fugitives. The exasperated Assemby of \ ir-

ginia, on the 13th of March, 1841, enacted in retaliation a law which
subjected all vessels trading from any port in New York to Virginia to

a search for stolen slaves. It was, however, made prospective, to allow

New York another opportunity to redress the gi-ievance complained of;

and the Governor was authorized to suspend the operation ol* the law
when the demand of the State should be complied with, and the law

of New York extending the right ol' trial bv jury should be repealed.

On the IGth of March, three days after the passage ol* the retaliatory

law, a demand was made by Governor Seward on the I]xecutiv(' of

Virginia for the surrender of R. F. Ihnry, charged with felony in NeW
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York, and arrested in Virginia. Governor Gilmer refused to comply
with the demand until the demand of Viiginia for the surrender of the

slave stealers, as above, sliould have been complied with. Thus was the

issue joined between North and South, but the Legislature of A'^irginia

receded from its bold position, and failed to sustain Governor Gilmer.

Debate ensued, and modified resolutions were passed and communicated
to the Governor on the 18th instant. On the same day he sent to the

Assembly a message in which he ably vindicated his course, and re-

signed his office. The resignation of Goveinor Gilmer was a complete

surprise to the Legislature. Much heated discussion ensued, and party

spirit ran high. The })assions of his opponents led them to extreme
measures. It was })roposed to supply his place by a new election, and
the commencement of the gubernatorial term was changed by enact-

ment to the 1st of January; but the Legislature were unable to agree

to elect a successor, and adjourned, leaving the office of Governor to

be fifled successively by the senior Councillor of State for the yearly

term of such precedence, as provided by law. He was thus succeeded

until the 31st of March following by John Alercer Patton.

As soon as the resignation of Governor Gilmer became known he was
solicited to declare himself a candidate for Congress from the Albemarle
district. He accordingly did so, and was elected by a handsome major-

ity, and took his seat, on the 31st of May, in the Congress which had
been convened by the proclamation of President HarriGon, dated the

17th of March.
In the meanwhile, the death of President Harrison, which occurred

on the 4th of April, just one month after his inauguration, had devolved
the Executive oflice on John Tyler, the Vice-President. There was a

AVhig mnjority in both branches of Congress. John White, of Ken-
tucky, was elected Speaker of the House of Re})resentatives. Air.

Gilmer entered actively on the work of i-eform in Congress. He pro-

posed the entire separation of the political press from the patronage of

the Government, and that the Executive should be required to report

to the Senate his reasons for all removals from office. These were
capital reforms, but failed. Air. Gilmer labored, too, through the

medium of a special committee, of which he was chairman, for re-

trenchment. He served also as a member of the im])ortant Standing
Committee of Ways and Aleans. On the 17th of June he oliered a
resolution for the aj)pointment of a committee to examine into the num-
ber of the officers or agents of the Government, modes of transacting

business, and ex j)cudi lures, to rci)ort at the next session if any reduc-

tion in the exj)enscs of the civil list, or in the number of })ersons em-
ployed, might be cUcctcd. The rc'sohition was adopted, and Air. Gilmer
placed at the head of the committee.

President Harrison, in removing to Washington to assume his office,

bad incurred much ex)>ense, which had considerably embarrassed his
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estate. A proposition to give to his family 825,000, the Presidential

salary for one year, so enlisted the feelings and sym])athies of all, that

few men could be found of the opposite party, much less of those who
liad voted for him, bold enough to oppose it. Every impulse of IMr.

Gilmer led him to vote for the bill, but they were controlled by his

sense of duty as a Eepresentative. In a brief speech he insisted that

(Congress ought not to vote it in their representative cat)acity out of the

public funds, but privately from their own personal resources. They
had no right to be generous with the money of the people. He also

ably opposed the distribution among the States of the ju’oceeds of the

sales of the public lands. He voted against the United States Bank in

every form in which it was presented. The extra session of Congress

adjourned bn the loth of September, after a session of about one hun-

dred days. At tlie regular session, which began on the iirst INIonday

of December, 1841, Mr. Gilmer was transferred from the Committee of

Ways and Means to that of Foreign Kelations, of which John Quincy
Adams was chairman. The action of Mr. Adams in presenting, Jan-

uary 24, 1842, a petition from Haverhill, ^Massachusetts, for an immedi-

ate dissolution of the Union, the debate which resulted from a resolution

to censure him therefor, and the singular conduct of Mr. Adams in the

committee, so disgusted IMr. Gilmer and four other members of it that

they refused to serve any longer on it with Mr. Adams, and they were

excused by the House. In the debate on the general appropriation bill,

Mr, Gilmer, in a speech of great ability, advocated striking out all the

contingent expenses. He zealously supported President Tyler in the

independent course which the latter pursued. IMr. Gilmer was re-elected

to Congress, in 1843, over William L. Goggin, after a warm canvass.

When Congress assembled December 2, 1843, the majority in the House
of Representatives was changed, and was now largely Democratic. John
Winston Jones, of ^Jl‘ginia, was elected Speaker. The Cabinet of Presi-

dent Tyler having re.dgned, as detailed in the })receding sketch of his

career, on the 15th of February, 1844, he nominated IMr. Gilmer to the

Senate to be Secretary of I lie Navy. The nomination was at once unani-

mously continued. INlr. (dimer immediately entered upon the discliarge

of the duties of his ])ost witli tlie avowed determination to carry into exe-

cution the reforms which he iuul advocated in Congress, but an All-wise

Providence intervened, and by a most alilicting dispensation I'emovedjdm
from hisspliere of human usefulne.^s. He was, as lias been narrated, one

of tlie victims of the awful catastrojihe on the steanu'r “ Jh'incetiin ” on

the 28th of February, 1844. Thus died Thomas Walker Gilmer, in the

forty-second year of his age, stricken down on the very harvest-lield of

his faithful labors, and with the sheavi's of gathered honors standing thick

around him. He left issue four sons and two daughters: i. John, died

unmarrieil; ii. Elizabeth, married Colonel *8t. Geiu’ge Tucker, Confed-
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erate States Cavalry, soldier, poet, and novelist
;

iii. Rev. George Hud-
son, a minister of the Presbyterian Church; iv. Rev. Thomas Walker,
of the faith of his brother, married Elinor; v. James B., a mem-
ber of the bar of Texas, married j\Irs. Elizabeth Ford

;
vi. Juliet. An

excellent portrait of Governor Gilmer is in the State Library at Rich-
mond. A marble slab marks his remains at “ Mt. Air,” Albemarle
County, Virginia.

JOHN MERCER PATTON.

John Mercer Patton was worthily descended. His father, Robert
Patton, a native of Scotland, emigrated thence to America^' some time
before the Revolution, landing at Charleston, South Carolina, where he
lived for awhile, but soon removed to Fredericksburg, Virginia, where
he established himself as a merchant. He was very successful, and
acquired a competent fortune. He was a high-spirited man, and in

full sympathy with the struggle of his adopted countrymen for freedom,

as a well-authenticated incident, which has been transmitted, empliatic-

ally evidenced

:

Being a non-combatant, he was on terms of social intercourse with the

invading Britons. On one occasion, whilst dining with some officers of

Tarleton’s legion, one of them took upon himself to denounce in un-

measured terms the people he had come to subdue. He was very free in

the use of the terms “ rebels,” “rebellion,” etc., which he linally coupled

with abusive terms with the names of certain officers of the patriot

army. This, Robert Patton (who had been an indignant listener, but
had curbed his feelings) could not allow to go unrebuked. He calmly

but decidedly told the officer that he felt it to be right to inform him
that some of those whom he had just named were his friends. This

warning being disregarded by the officer, Patton throw a glass of wine
in his face. This produced a storm of fury from the insulted officer,

when Patton said the affiiir must be then and there settled
;
and going

to the door, locked it and put the key in his pocket. They fought with

pistols across the table, and the officer was killed.

Robert Patton married, October lb, 1792, Ann Gordon, daughter

of the gallant General Hugh Mercer, who fell, mortally wounded, at

the battle of Princeton, January 3, 1777, and who died nine day.s after-

wards, and is buried in Christ Cluirch, Philadelphia. Robert Patton

died November 3, 1828, and his wife i\Iay 12, 18.32. They had issue:

i. Hugh Mercer^ born November 22, 1793; died in the autumn of 1844.

ii. Robert, born 8c))tember 11, 179-h
;
member of the House of Dele-

gates, 1821; died September 13, 1830.

iii. John Mercer, born August 10, 1797; died October 28, 1858; mar-

* Ho was accompanied by a brother, who also settled in Virf^jinia, and whose
dc.socMulants in Fairfax County Inive intermarried witli the Mason and other

prominent Virginia families.
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ried, January 8, 1824, Pecp:y French (born 1804; died Septem-
ber 14, 1878), daughter of John Williams,f of Culpeper County,
Virginia.

iv. Imhella Gonlon, horn October 21, 1799; died November 8, 1804.

V. William Fniiiie, M. D., Surgeon United States and (77)nfederate

States Navies, born June 15, 1802; resides with his son-iudaw.

General John K. Cooke, ^ late Confederate States Army, at Kieh-

moud, Virginia.

vi. George Weedon, born jMarch 8, 1804; died October 29, 1804.

vii. Eleanor Ann, born September 18, 1805
;
man4ed John Cliew, of

Fredericksburg, Virginia, ajid has issue.

viii. Margaretta Patton, born November 1, 1807; died July 2, 1852;
married Hon. John 51. Herndon, sometime Secretary of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, son of Dabney and Elizabeth Herndon,
and a brother of the gallant LieutenantWilliam Lewis lIern<U)ii,

United States Navy, who went down with the ill-fated “ Central

America” off the South Atlantic coast; of the late Hon. (’harles

Herndon
;
of Dr. Dabney Herndon, who died a few v(‘ars ago at

Ills post of duty, during the yellow' fever visitation of Mobile, Ala-

bama; of Dr. Brodie Ibamdon, of Savannah, Geoi-gia; of the.

wu'dow'of the late Commodore Matthew' l^'oiitaine 51aury; and of

jMiss 51ary Herndon, of Fredericksburg, AJiginia.

John fiercer Patton, the third son of Robert and Anna 0(^rdon (fiercer)

Patton, as above, wats liberally educated, and, ado[)ting the ju'ol'ession of

the lawg commenced ])ractice in his native city, Eredericksbnrg. He
soon attained honorable distinction at the bar, and. end)arking in p<»li-

tics, he was elected to Congress in 1880, and continued to sm-ve in that

l)ody with conspicuous ability until 1888, w’hen 1 h' removed to Rich-

mond, and was elected a member of the Council of State; and as the

senior Councillor, on the resignation, 5Iarch 18, 1841, of Governor

Thomas Walker Gilmer, succeeded him as Acting Governor of \’ir-

ginia, serving as such until the expiration of his yearly term as senior

Councillor, on the 81st of 5[ar(di, when he was succeeded by senior

Councillor John liiilhcM’loord. 1 ii leaniing and ability tlu* rank of

1 Three brothers of the family of I’ern'i' Wiiiiams, sergeant-at-hiw .
l.omhm, and

famous reporter—.John, William, and Otho Williams—migrated to Americai early

in the eighteenth eentnrv. .John settled in South Carolina, William in X'irainia,

and Otho in Maryland. l'>(*m tiu' last was deseemhd (icneral Otho 11. Williams
of the Kevolntion. William Williams had issue two sons, .John and William, w ho
owned large tracts of land lU'ai- Cnlpepm' C(»urt House, \'irginia. The last w.as

the father of .lohn ^Villiams of tin.' text.

flli.s sister I'dora married the late M ajor-( leneral J. 10. li. Stuart, Confcdi rate

States Army.
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Mr. Patton was acknowledged as second to none prncticing in tlie

higlier courts of Virginia in his day, and wliich incliuled an array ol‘

legal talent which lias been scarcely surpassed at any period or in any
section of the United States. In 1S49 he was associated with the late

eminent jurisconsult Conway J.Lobinson in a revision of the Code of
Virginia. Mr. Patton died at Pichmond, October 28, 1858, and is

buried in Shoekoellili Cemetery there. A handsome fluted column of
white marble, embicmatically capped with several volumes, marks his

resting-place. The tomb of his wife is near by. They had issue:
i. llobert lU, who died in 1877; Hugh, Philip, Lucy Ann, all died

in infancy; ii. John AIercci\ a (listinguished ])i’a,ctitioner of law;
Captain of the Pichmond Light Infantry Blurs (oi’ganizcd in 1793

—

the oldest company in the State), 1852-55 and in 1S59-G9; Beportcr,
with Poseoe B. Heath, of “ Cases decided in a Special Court of A p-
peals,” and General Index to Grafton’s Reports (volumes 2 to 11

inclusive; pubiislicd at Pichmond in two volumes, Svo, 185G, ’57)

;

Colonel, 18G1-2, of the 21st Pogiment Virginia Volunteers, and tor a,

time in command of the 2d Brigade (composed of the 21st, 42d and
48th Virginia Infantry, and the Irish Battalion), Stonewall Jackson's
division

;
author of several theological works, among them The Deaf

k

of Deaths

;

married Sarah, daughter of Alexander and Mildred C.

(Lindsay) Taylor, 't and hasissne
;
now i-esides at Asidand, Virginia;

iii. Isaac IP, married Miss JMerritt
;
Colonel of Louisiana 1 nfantry,

severely wounded and made prisoner at tlie fall of Vicksburg, ami
afterwards commanded one of the forts in i\Iobile Bay to the end of
the late Avar; iv. George S., married Susan S., daughter of Andrew
and Susan (Thornton) Glasselht Colonel of22d Virginia Infanti'y

;

wmunded Uvice in previous battles; and then at 2d Manassas; kilh'd

by a shell Avhile commanding a brigade at the battle of Winchester,
in 1864; v. IF. Tazen'cll. Colonel of 7th Virginia Infantry; killed

whilst leading his regiment in the memorable charge of Pickett’s

division on the heights of Gettysburg, in 18G3; vi. Hugh Alcrcer^

Lieutenant Confederate States Army; Avounded at the second battle

of Manassas; married Miss Bull, of Orange County, Virginia ;
Adi.

James F., Lieutenant Confcdei-ate States Army; Avounded at tbo
battle of Cold Harbor

;
made .) udge of Court ofAppeals of West A’ ir-

ginia; married a daughter ot lion. Allen T, Caperton, United Slates

Senator
;
died in March, 1882

;
vdii. WlUiam J/., married Aliss Joi-dan,

of Rockbridge County, Virginia
;
ix. Eli::a IF, married John Gilmer,

of Pittsylvania County, Virginia.

* Alexander Taylor Avas dcsciMulcd in the fourth generation from James
Taylor, from Carlisle in Kngland, who settled on the Chesai)eakc Pay, and
died ill KiJS. President Zachary 'fayloi- was also of his lineage, and otlnu-

dese('ndants luiA'c intermarried witlitlu' PcndK'ton, Penn, Hopkins, Ijcwis,

Leo, (diew, Gibson, .Morton, tilasscll, Taliaferro, Conway, Ashby, Battaile,

ami other aV(41 known families of Virginia.

fTl le Glasstdls of Virginia arc connections of tlu^ l>nk(t (4 Argyll; ami hi.s

soil the IManpiis of Lome, during hU vi.siL to Virginia, cordially greeted his
Virginia cousins.
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JOHN RUTIIERFOORD.

The frequent representation of those of Scottish blood among the Imn-
ored Executives of Virginia is wortliy of remark. Another- instance

now passes in review. IVjssibly no otlier city in the Iliited States has

been more honored in a class of citizens so re|)resentat ive of matm-ial

prosperity and influence as has that of Kichmond in licr merchants, wliose

probity, system, and ])roinptness have been widely proverbial <(uite from
the period of its accession to such titular dignity in 1782. rrominent
among these useful and excellent men was the justly esteemed father

of the subject of this sketch.

Thomas Kutherfoord, son of Thomas and Janet (MeldrunO Kuther-

foord, who were both natives of Kii’ccJdv, Scotland, was born in (Has-

gow, where his parents then resided, Jaiuiary 9, 17(56. Having receiv(‘d

the educational advantages of the grammar schools, and iiiially of two
sessions in the College ol‘ Glasgow, he entered, in »Tiily, 1780, the em-
ployment of Hawkesley A Kutlierfoord, of llubliu, Ireland—a mercan-

tile firm, of which his elder brother, John Kutherfooi'd, was the junior

partner. They were exporters as well as importei’s, and conducted a

large trade Avith the }^)rts of Europe and Anu'rica. It was customary

in the last century for youths designed for a mei'cantile life to fit them-

selves for the calling by a regular term of indentured a])])renti(‘cship,

which Avas entered upon by the payment of a fee. This had been tlu?

training of the enqdoyers of Thomas llutherfooi’d, they having served as

felloAV-apprentices, in the province of' Vlaryland, in the luuise of Spi(‘rs

& Company, merchants and factors. Their pleasurable reminisfauices of

American life, as nai’rated to young Thomas, inspired in him a d(‘sire

for a like residence abroad. This, togc'ther AVith his e\eni])lified pi-u-

dence, sagacity, and business habits, -induced Vlessrs. ILiAvki'slcy N
Rutherfoord to intrust him, at the early age of eighteen, Avith a cai-g<>

of goods A'alued at £10,U0O for dis])osition in Virginia. He set sail

from Dublin, Oetolier 10, 1784, furnished Avith a letter of recommen-
dation to General Washington from Sir Edward Veversham, membei'

of Parliament from the county of Dublin. The vessel, the “Jane and

Diana,” anchored in Hampton lo»ads, Vii-ginia, Di'cemher 21st follow-

ing, and soon thereaft('r the youthful mei’chant located in Kichmond,

Virginia. He met Avitli deserved succ('ss, Avas admitted a ])artnei‘ with

his em])loycrs, and soon succeeded to the entire business, ami extmisively

engaged as merehant, niilU'r, and importer and exportiu*. lie became in

time one of tlu* larm'st, real estate owners in Kiehmond. He was a man
of strong individuality of chai’act('r and excellimt judgnu'ut, and a el('ar

and vigorous writer. He coiitribuU'd at dilft>reiit periods of his lif(' (>x-

celleut pa])crs to the })iess, on the commercial re(piirements oi the nation
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and the destructive influence of political agitation. During the discus-

sion of the tariff rpaestion in Congress, in 1<S39-1(S40, the papers from
his pen were among the ablest submitted to that body. ' His life, as a
zealous member of the Presbyterian Church, was one of marked and
uniform piety. He died January 31, 1852, alfectionately reverenced

for his worth and manifold usefulness by the entire co?nmunity which
he had seen grow up around him, and to the ]n-osperity and })i-ogress

of which he had so greatly contributed. His remains rest beneath a

handsome marble tomb in Shockoe Hill Cemetery, the predecessor of

Hollywood Cemetery, and wlicre lie also the remains of Chief Justice

iMarshall, Bishop Kichard Channing iNloore, John Hampden Pleasants,

Judge Ivobert Stanard, Benjamin Watkins Leigh, John Wickham,
iMajor James Gibbon, and many other distingnishctl contemporaries of

Ur. Ivutherfoord, whose mcmoi-ics are cherished in Virginia. iMr. Riith-

trfoord was married, August 21, 1790, by the good Parson John D.
Blair (so lovingly remembei'ed), to 8arah, daughter of Geddes and
klary (Jordan '‘g Winston. i\Irs. Ivutherfoord died iMarch 2, 1839. It

is of interest to note that her sisters married as follows: JCrr//, the Kev.

John I). Blair; Martha, Henry S. Shore; Maiijard, Dr. John Adams,
long the Mayor of Ivichmond ; and llehceca, VVilliam Badford.y The
issue of Thomas and fSarah (Winston) Ivutherfoord was as follows:!

i. Marla, born August 9, 1791 ;
died Ajiril j f, 1793.

ii. John, the subject of this sketch.

iii. Jane, born iMarch 13, 1795; married, January 11, 1815, S. H. B.

INleade, of Amelia County. IShe died October 2, 1839; he died

January 21, 1842.

iv. Sarah, born Febi-uary 23, 1797 ;
married, November 18, 1815,

William Bev(‘rh'V Ivandolph, of “ Chatsw(trtii,” Henrico (A)unty,

Virginia. iShe died A])ril 18, 1819; lu' dic'd 51ay 3, 1874.

V. Thoma.'<, born June 24, 1799; died August 13, 1803.

vi. Mari/, l)orn April 10, 1801; married, in 1820, Bichard JA Harda-
way, who died in 1830.

vii. William, born May 18, 1802; married, Ajn’il 20, 1843>, Sarah Pad-

ford SlnuM-ard. She died Se[)t('inber 15, 1873>, in her filly-lirst

}Tar; he died November 5, 1873. His son William inanacHl,

IIcM' two sistc'vs married, respectively. I’ohert Hives (the fatlu'r of the late

Hon. ^Villiam t'al)ell Hives) and ( 'olonel William ( 'alu'll, Sr., of “ Tnion ! lil 1.”

t The descendants of (Jeddes Winston, who was of the saim* family as that ol

the motlier of tlu' orator Patrick Henry, in the names of Hiilherfoord. Kadford,

oinnford, Blair, Shore, Minye, Slu'ppard, Adams, Heron, Pielo tt ( ( ien. < ieoi’ee 18

Pickett, S. Army), MoM'ley, ( 'arrine'ton, Harrison, and others c(pially worthy,

are among the most estimahle of the peoph* of \3i‘ginia.

t Of the grandchildren of I'homas Hut lu-rfoord, which an* <piite numerous in the

several issues, many have married, and he is now rt'presenteil in some of the most

respected family names in the State.
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October 28, 1874, Leslie, daughter of Dr. John F. Carter. He
died November 12, 1876, and she married secondly, October 4,

1877, Edward S. Kosc, real estate agent of Riclimond.

viii. Martha (Patsey), born August 13, 1803; died ]\Iay 4, 1873; mar-
ried, Novend)er, 1842, Thomas Garland Tinsley, of Hanover
County. Both dead. Their son, James Garlaml Tinsley, is inter-

ested largely in mannfactnring enterprises in and near Richmond.
ix. Thomas, born IMarch 20, 1805; married first, 1840, Isabella 8ynie;

secondly, Sarah, daughter of Spotswood AVingfield, of Hanover
County.

X. Samuel Jordan, born IMay 1, 1806; married, Noyember 20, 1834,
Frances C. Watson; died December 26, 1880. His son Thomas
M. Rntherfoord, who married, April 16, 1872, Laura AV., daugh-
ter of the late James Thomas, Jr., is a prominent tobacco manu-
facturer of Richmond. A daughter, Mary Elizabeth, marih'd,

April 22, 1836, Charles A. Rose, a lawyer of Richmond. Both
dead, leaving issue.

xi. Alexander llawkesley, born August 30, 1807
;
married April 10,

1838, Keziah K. Clarke. Of his issue: James Clarke, return-

ing from a European tour in 1861, was appointed a Ca]>tain on

the staff of Brigadier-General James D('aring, Confederate States

Cavaliy, and gallantly fell in action. Another son, Alexander
Hawkesley Rntherfoord, Jr., married, October 16, 1878, Rosa,

daughter of the late Hon. James A. Seddon, member of Con-

gress, Secretary of AVar «<_)f the Confederate States, etc. A
daughter, Annie C. Rntherfoord, married, April 24, 1878, Gid-

eon A., son of Isaac Davenport, Jr., a prominent banker of

Richmond.
xii. Elvira Eehccca, born February 4, 1809; died July 20, 1810.

xiii. Augustus Smith, born December 5, 1811
;
died August 10, 1875.

John Rutherfoord, the subject of this sketch, and the eldest son of

Thomas and Sarah (AVinston) Rutherfoord, as above, was born in Rich-

mond, Virginia, December 6, 1792. After ])reliminary preparation in

the schools of his native city, he completed his collegiate cour.se at

Princeton, New Jersey. Having studied law, he was admittial to the

bar of Richmond, and entered upon a successful })ractice. Taking a

deep interest in politics, he early rendered ellective service to the Dem-
ocratic party, to which he was attached. In 1826 he was elected to

the Hou.se of Delegates from the city of Richmond (then entitled to only

one Delegate) aiul served, with .some intervals, in that body until 1839,

when he was a]>])ointed one of the (\-uncillors of State, as ])rovi(h‘<l by the

amended constitution of 1830. As Senior Gouncillor, lAIr. Rutherfoord,

on tlie 31st of March, 1841, succeeded John lAlerccr Ihitton as Acting
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1

Governor of Virc^niiia, and contimied so t<*> serv(‘ until a\r.ire1i ol . 1S42,
j

when lie was succeeded by John Munford Gregory. Governor Kuther-
\

foord continued to serve as a member of the ^State Council until the
|

year 1840. In LSJO he was elected President, or Priiici])ai Agent, as
|

the otlice is termed, of the iUutual .\ssurance ^Society of \"irginia, the
|

oldest institution of lire insurance in the ^State, and which was estab-
|

lislicd liyAVilliam Frederi(*k Ast, a native of Prussia, in 1704. In this j

})Osition Governor Kutlierfoord etlicientiy served for the long period of
j

thirty years. II is predecessor was James Kawlings, a highly esteemed
j

citizen of Pichmond, who resigned the portion to accept that of Presi I

dent of the Farmers’ Pank of Virginia, vacated by Philip Norboine
|

Nicholas to accept tlio Judgeshiji of the Sixth fludicial Circuit. Gov- :

e.vnor Kutlierfoord in early life took a great inten'st in the volunteer
j

military, in which ho attained the rank of Coloiiel, by which titlo he i

was familiaily known. He was the originator and lirst C a})tain of ih.c i

jdichmond Fayette Artilieiy, organized June 20, 1821, as the Ki<‘h-
|

mond Light Artillery, by the fwiner mendiershi}) of two companies
:

of artillery commanded respei'tively by V\ illiam Wh'st and Andrew Ste-
|

vcnsoii, and which had served in the war of 1812. 4'lie name of the
|

(tompany was changed in honor of the generous friend of America, i>a- i

fayette, on the occasion of liis second visit to this country in 1824. The i

company rendered gallant service in the cause of the t^outh in our late
j

A’.'ar, its first commander in that period being Captain (subsequently I

Colonel) Henry Coalter Cabell.
|

Governor Kutherfooi-J married, April 24, 1816. Emily Anne (died
j

.August 26, 1871), daughu'r of John and Kebecca (Tucker) Coles,'-' of
|

‘ ’Enniscorthy,” Albemarle C’ounty, "S'irginia. They had issue; i. John I

Coirs (born November 14, 1825; <lied Augu>t 14, 18b6), of “ Koc’k !

Ca-stle,” 5"u-ginia, represented Goochland County in the House of Del-
;

Cigates for a number of years; married Ann Koy. Tlu-ir daughlei-,
j

2.nn Seddon, married, June 25, 1880, Kradley S, Johnson, son of
|

(Uuieral Kradley T. Johnson, late (5)nr('(k-rate State's Army, now of
j

P-altimore, Maryland, ii. JAiiili/ A}uy\ died Nove inhe'r 1(>, ; mar I

rc«l January 24, 1853, Patrii-k Ibairy Ayletti' (horn hlay t), 1826).
|

s )M of Philij) Aylett, of King William County, \4iginia, and grandson !

cl* the orator Patrick Henry; editor ot* tin* Kichmond Ihiqiiurr i\iu\ of
j

tAe Times; Confi'derate States District Attorney foi' Ihiste'rn \hrginia;
\

John Colos \v:is the son of ^lajor John ('olos, a native of Iix lami, and his wife
^fary, (lanyliter of Isaac Winston. Another daiiytUer of .John ( oUs was ilu- wile

of lion, .\ndrew Stevenson, Speaker of (’onyri-ss and I'nited States Mini>ter to

Fngland; :ind vi-t another theevife of .John Sineleton, of South Carolina. J‘!d-

ward Coles, the lirst ( lovernor of Illinois, was his son.

1 1’atrii‘k Henry Aylett was a di-seendant in the seventh qi-neration of .lohn .\y-

Ictt, who emigrated fienn l-'.ssi-x County, Ihighind, in ]()d(i, and selth'd in Virginiti.

i
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kill('(1 jit tlic (;uhiniity ;it the State Capitol by tlie falling through of the

floor of tlu! ('oiirt of Aj)peals room, A[)i-il 27
,
1870. Left issia; tliree

(lan<!liters : Emily, married, Deeember 20, 1870, John JAah'rs, Jr.;

Sarah, married Thomas Bolling, Jr., a deseeiulant of the Indi:m })rin-

ec'ss J’oeahontas
;
and Page.

Covornor Kiitherl'oord died at Biehmond, August J, 180(), and is

i)uri('d in Sliockoe Hill C/eimUery. Covernoi- Bullierlbord was endow(‘d

^\ith a sti'ong and welbbalaneed intelh'et. Unassuming and winning in

maniK'r, gentle and mod(‘st, yet lirm in his eonvietions ami steadiest in

pur])ose, he was alike faithful in his ])ul)lie anti j)rivate relations, and
juaintained a character admirable for its virtue and ])urity, its integrity,

gentleness, serenity, and generosity. There is an excellent portrait of

him in the State Library at Biehmond.

JOHN MUNFORD OKEOORY.

The ancestors of John IMunford J Gregory were early seated in the

(k)lony of Virginia. The family of M unford is inttu-linked with many
otheivs of prominence, and that of Gregory has always been held in

esteem. Josej)h Gregory received a pattmt of live hundred aert's of

land on Wai-e ('ret'k ())robably in flames ('ity (7)un(y), December 0,

l()r)2
(
\drginia Land Becords, Book No. J, j). IJb). J'kirly grants art;

also of rt'cord to Thomas, Bogt'r, and Bichai’d Gregory, sevt'rally. The
two last Clii'islian names ai-e favored ones in i1k‘ family to tlu* j)i-('sent

day. 'fhe j)res(*iit deduction, however, comnu'iices delinitely with John
Gregory, a resident of Charles (,’ity Ck)unty. lf(! wjks the father of tw«
gallant j)atriots of llui Pevolution, whose names arcr recorded on llu*

p»*nsiou list of \Jrgiuia.|l J'lu'v wc'rc* »lohu Gi(*gory, .Ir.
,

a man ot

I'amilv, ami \\JHiam (Gregory, *)r., who, in 1770, wi'it* commissioned
sev(*rally h'irst and Si'cond Lic'uU'iiant of a volunU't'i' company laised in

their native county, and which was assigned to the* Sixth \Jrginia Jn-

fantry on Continental establishment. The brothers serve<l gallantly in

the campaigns in the North, both being ])romoted to the rank of Cap-
tain—William in the staff de|)artment, to which he was transferred, and
John as the commandant of his company, at the head of which “ he was
killed in action on the Jersey line at a place called Quibbletown.”
1T(*. l(‘ft an inhiut son, John iUunlord CJi-egoi-y, who. ;.t mat urilv, mar-

-t Ry Iratlilion llu^ name of IMunford was originally Di* Mont ford, and the

hlood (hat of (lu‘ family of (ho Karl of Koici'stia- iIk^ N’irginia rcpiv.sonlati v<;

liaving horn i)rosi:rilH‘(l for polilioal oHonoos, aial lorocd (o (loc from ICngland.

'fo (he HU])i)ort of (his tradition there is a grant of land of reeord to I\ol)ert

Moimtfort, dated 101)5. Under that and the nanu; Miinford he received e.\ ten-

sive patents. There are early grants also of reeord to Edward, James, and Joseph
Munford, severally.

Il'l'he names of Ohadiah, John, William, and S|)elthy (Iregory also api»ear as

pensioners.
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ried Lctitia Power, daughter of Palph Graves, a veteran of tlie Revo-
lution, who served in the eavahy corps of ]\Iajor Williani Nelson.

Their son, the sul)jeet of this sketcli, John IMunford Gregory, was l)orn

in Charles City County, July 8, 1804. lie attended tlie “old held”

schools until he attained the age of sixteen, after which he alternately

taught school hiniselfand was employed in faian labor. Removing to

rIamt'S City County, he for a time taught there; and having connnence<l

the study of law, entered William and Mary ('ollcge, from which h(i

was graduated with the degree of Baclu'lor of Law in RS30. IL* was,

in the same year, elected the (h‘k‘gate li'om dames City (,'ounty in the

State Assend)ly, to which body he was continuously returned until 1841,

when he was elected a member of the Council of State, and, as Ssmior

Councilloj- by rotation, succeeded John Ruthei'fooi’d as Acting Governor
of Virginia, March 31, 1842. He continm'd the State lAt'cutive until

January 1, 1843, when he was succeeded by Governoi’ James IMcDowell.

In 1853 Governor Gregory was appointed United States Attorney for

the h]astern District of Virginia, which position he held until the yr'ar

1800, when he was elected dudg(‘ of the Sixth Judicial C'ii'cuit of \dr-

ginia, and continued to .serve in this capacity until displaced by the Fed-

eral authorities in 18()(). lie then resumed the practice of his profession,

i)ut was soon elected Commonwealth’s Attoriu'y for Charh's (dty C’ounty,

in which ])osition he .served until the year 1880, when feebh' health com-

pelh'd his retii'enamt. In 1881 (Jovcu’iior (Iregory rianovcd to Williams-

burg, V’irginia, wliei'c lu' at |)r('seiit rt'sicies, sii ppoitcd, in his de(4iuing

}cars, by the .soothing ministiations of an alK'ctionate daughter. Stead-

fast in purpo.se and of stcuTing integrity, the' dignities enjoyed by Gov-
(!rnor Gregory have b('('ii the' just mecid e)f unoslemtatious woi’th. He
instanced his simplicity ol' ehai’.ae'ti'r by re'fusing to occupy the gube'r-

nalorial mansion whilst the' Fxecutive' of the' State' upon tin* ground etf

te'inporarv le'uure' of ollice'. (iove'rnor Gre'goi’y married Miss Amanda
\Vallacc, of IVtersburg, N’irginia. ddu'ir issue was: i. WUUam
W. 1)., a po])ular physie-ian, inarrie'd Mi.ss Apper.son, e>f New Ke'ut

County; ii. ]\[arj/ Elizabeth, widow^ of the lamente'd and lately de'cea^c'd

tlamos P. Purcell, a highly esteemed citizen of Richmond, and a mem-
ber of the well-known iii-m of Jhircell, Ladd c'V (!o., ol' that city, w hoh'-

sale druggists ;- iii. Jolui
.
Minifonl, »]udge of the Supreme Court of the'

State; of ( Vlifornia, married a daughte'r of Re'ai' Admiral Ci’ave'u, Fniteel

States Navy; iv. Ijcfitla Alice, reside's with her fathei' in Wdlliam^biirg,

Vdrginia; v. Manjarei Carrall, marrie'd Richard F. Waddill, a niembei-id'

an estimable faiidly of Charle'S Cdly(n>unty; vi. Amaiabt Wallace, inar-

rie'd (dlone'l Robe'rt A. (’askie', late'ly a gallant oHie*e'r ol' ( dnfe'de'iate'

States (!avalry, son e)f the late Je)hn Caskie, JNep, of Rie-hmond, and
now' resieling in Mi.sse)uri; vii. Martha Hill, mari’icel Reebert Galbraith,

of South Carolina.
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jamp:s mcdowei.l.

The honored imme? of McDowell nml Preston, so closely interlinked,

were both represented in the memonihlc siege of Jjoiidonderry, in JG88.

The founder of the distinguished iNrcDowell faniily of -Virginia and
Kentucky. Ephraim iMcDowell, there ))attled for the Protestant cause,

with an elder brother, who sealed liis devotion with his life, j'lpliraim

McDowell, who was, it is said, a relative and near neighbor of John
Lewis, the founder of the famous Lewis family of Virginia, emigrated
from Ireland and settled in the province of Pennsylvania some time

prior to the year 17d5; but, after a brief residence there, migrated to

Virginia, to the home of his relative John Lewis. Ills son John
IMcDowell and wife, who was iMavdalene AVoods, and whom he mar-

ried in Pennsylvania, accompanied him. Father and son settled on the

noted grant of Penjamin JEirden, John IMcDowell becoming the sui’veyor

of Burden, and secni'ing from him a tract of one thousand acres of land

in what is now Bockhridge County, and tpiiui which he settled, calling

his home “Cherry Grove.” He was killetl by tlie Indians, with eight

companions, near Balcony Falls, December 25, 1742. He left issue

:

i. Samuel; Judge; father of the celebrated surgeon F})hraim IMcDow-
ell, IM. D., born in Ivocklnadge County, \"ii-ginia, jMovemb('r 11,

1771; com}4eted his medical studies at Edinl)urgh, Scotland, set-

tled in practice at Danville, Kentucky, in 17J5, and for years was
the leading practitioner in the ^Vest

;
married, in 1802, a daugh-

ter of General Fvan Shelby; successfully performed, in 18U9,

the operation for the extirpation of the ovary—the first on rec-

ord—and acrpiired a w(c,-Id-wide celebrity; died at Danvilhg June
25, 1880. He was recently honored with a statue at Fi’ankfort,

Kentucky. The descendants of Samuel IMcDowell are repre-

sented in the worthy names of Reid, IMoore, and others.

ii. James, married Elizabeth McClung, and, dying in 1770, a post-

humous son was born the same year—James, Colonel and the

commandant of a brigade in the war of 1812; married Sarah,

daughter of AVilliam Preston (and granddaughter of the founder

of the Preston family, John Prt'ston). Their i>sue was: i. Susan
S., married William Tayloi’, of Alexandria, lawyer, and member
of Congress, and had issue

;
ii. Elizabeth, married Hon. Tlnunas

II. Benton, of Mis.^ouri, and had, with other issue, Jessie, marri(>d

General John C. Ermnont
;

iii. James, the suhjc'ct of this sket(-h.

hi. Sarah, inarric'd Colonel George Motlett, of Augusta County, dislin-

guished in Indian warl’are, and in the lu'volution, in which he

fought from tlu^ heginning to tlie close, Tlu'ir desctmdanls are rep-

resented in the names of JMcI )owell, Bc-ll, IMcChie, Ibalges, Carson,

Cochran, Crawford, Kirk, IMiller, and others eijually estimabhe
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James jMcDowell, the subject of this sketcli, Avas ]K)ni at tiie fimily

scat, “Cherry Grove,” Itockbriflpfe County, October 11, 1705. He re-

ceived elementary tuition successively from the l\ev. Win. JMcPhceters,

D. I)., and llev. Samuel Brown. The wife of the latter, who was iNIary

INIoore, was the heroine of a thrillincr story of Indian ca])tivity, which
is presented in a little book entitled The Captives of Abb's Valleij. James
McDowell later entered Washinirton Colleee, then attended Yale Col-

lege for a year, and completed his education at Ih’inceton College, Yew
Jersey, from which he was graduated Piaster of Arts in 1810. lie

spoke the Latin salutatory oration on the occasion of his graduation.

Of the class of 1810, 51 rs. alillcr, the daughter of Governor 5IcDowell,

narrates that the Kev. John 5Iaclean, D. D., so long the able and hon-

ored President of the College, thus pleasantly collocated some (J' its

members: “There were three 5Iacs in that class, aiid 1 tell you, madam,
they were not the meanest fellows in it citlier. They were 5Icllvaine

[the Protestant Lpi^cojtal Bisho]) of Ohio], 51cDowell, and [with a sig-

nificant smile] Johnny 5Iacleau.”

So pleased was Colonel ^IcDowell with the suc(*ess of his son James
at college that upon his return home he ]>resenled him with a valuable

tract of land, some 2,500 acres, in P)ourbon County, Kentucky, hooting

IMcDowell now commenced the study of law in the ottice of the eminent
Cha])man Johnson, at vStaunton, Virginia, but after having so peilected

his knowledge thei’ein as to be awarded a license to practice, .-uddeniy

relinquished the piofession thi-ough j^eculiar conscientious scru])les, which
he thus enunciated: “Others may be, but I don’t know how 1 can be

an honest man and a lawyer.” Jn September, 1818, he mai-ried his

cousin Susan, daimhter of General Francis and Sarah B. (daughter of

General William Campbell, the hero of King’s 5Iountain, who married

the sister ot Jkitrick Henry the orator) Preston. James 5lcDow(dl now
removed to his ])lantation in Kentucky, l)ut, after a residence there of

a year or two, returned to Vii-ginia to overlook the interests of his

father, who had been stricken with ])aralysis, and near Avhom he took

a farm, in the neighborhood of J^exingtou. This he made his ])ei’iua-

nent home, and here he raised his lai-ge family of (‘hildren. Jle first

entered })ublic life in 1831, as a member of the House of Delegates

from Bockbridge County.
The summer of that year is memorable iu the annals of Virginia as

the })eriod ol‘ the negro insurrection in vSouthamplon County, which lets

been circumstantially detailed iu tin* preceding sktUch of Governor .bdin

Floyd. This tragic outbn'ak creaU'd a ])anic which pervad(‘d the Slate;

even to its borders. The utmost terror j>revailed, and so supplanted

reason that peoj)le stood iu dre-ad suspense, awaiting supe-i’iiatural vis-

itations and terrible calamities. Tlu'y watclu-d the sun, and fro]u the

spots U})on it drew portents of evil
;
and when night came the darkness
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was full of ?:pocti’cs. Labor was iiiterrupted and all occupation disor-

dered by the measures for safety adopted, which called men from every

occupation by day and night for w'eeks as patrols. The wide-spread

consternation gradually settled into a belief in the necessity of legisla-

tion regarding the <lave ])opulation of the State. This subject largely

occupied the deliberations of the session of the Legislature of 1832-d,

and engaged the ablest minds in the body. INTr. IMcDowell, who had
been again returned to the Itouse of Delegates from Kockbridge C'ounty,

took a deep interest in the prolonged discussion, and, in common with

a number of leading Vii'ginians, advocated progressive emancipation.

From this time onward Mr. iMcDoAvell was continuously in public life,

in the service of hi.s State and in the Xatioiial Council. An exalted

patriotism govei-ned all of his actions, f<jr though decided and consciem-

tious in his party sentiments and adherences, he had no sympathy with

the j)opnlar catch-word “Our party, right or wrong.’’ Our country, not

our party, was tlie ])aramouut consideration Avith him. He belonged t(j

the Democratic school of politics—an atliliation Avhich, it apjAcars, some
of his compatriots of the period could not appreciate, Oiie of them, tlie

late Henry A. Wise, then an uncompromising Whig, expressed his “AV(m-

dcr that such a goitlanan as IMr. IMcDoAvell should be a TJernoemt.” Yet
Mr. Wise soon solved the paradox satisfactoi'ily to himself, it may be in-

ferred, since his asseverations as a Democrat, a few years later, Avere as

enthusiastic as they had l)een as aAVhig.
Jn 1838 IMr. iMcDoAvell deliveied before the Alumni Association of

rrincetoii C’ollege an earnest and eloquent address Avhich for years was
spoken of in the strongest terms of admiration. So emluring Avas the

impression made by this address that the c(.mmitiee of trustees of' the

College having in charge tlie arrangenieius for the one hundiA'dih an-

niversary of the foundation of the (d)llege— c('lehrated in June, 18-17

—

selected James McDowell for the orator on that occasion. But his en-

gagements, public and private, debarred his acceptance of the invitation.

Jn Decem1)er, 1842, IMr, McDowell Avas elected, by the I.egislature,

Governor of Virginia, and on the 1st of January following entered iq)on

the duties of the otlice, succeeding Acting Gov(umor John Munford Gre-
gory. Governor IMcDowell Avas an earnest Christian and a consistent

mend)cr of the l^resbyterian Church. He Avas also a sti'adfast advocate
of the cause of temperance, and, in accordance with his convictions of

duty, excluded both Avine and dancing from his private and official en-

tertainments. Old Scliool ]h-esbyt('riauism and total abstinence held

sway at the gubernatorial mansion din ing his term. Au expi’cssivi' hon-

mot of the late and lameiiti'd Colonel Tlmmas B. August, a prominmif
lawyi'r of Biidimond, of infinite Avit, Avho attendi'd one of tlu' entertain-

ments of Governoi- Mid )owell, has bei'U treasured by his friends. Taking
a glass of lemonade, (blonel August, Avith a significant application of

his luiiul to his chest, ofli'red as a toiust: “Governor M(d)oweir.s two
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Aids

—

iemon-a.de and 'promen-ade/' Before the close of lus term of
three years as the Executive of Virginia, Governor McDowell was
elected to a seat in tlie United States Jlouscotlxepresentatives, mafic

vacant hytlie dcaith of iiislu’other-in-law, William Tay for. He served
in Congress with conspicuous aliility until 1851, and would doubtless
have been returned again but that death intervened before the day
of election. lie died at Lexington, August2I, lS51,inthe lifty-sixth

year of his age. His wife had preceded him to the grave. They loft

issue nine children—two sons and seven daughters—as follows :

i. James, a physician, married Miss Elizabeth Brant, of St. Louis,
Missouri, and lias issue.

ii. Sally C. P., mai-ried, first, Hon. Francis Thomas, Governor of
Marylaml, and secondly, Bov. John Miller, now of Princeton,
Hew Jersey. She has issue liy the second niarjlage.

iii. Alary B., married Bev. Jlr. Boss, of Biadensburg, Maryland.
iv. Frances Elizabeth, died unmarried.
V. Sophonisba, married Professor James W. Massie, of the Virginia

Militaiy Institute, late Colonel Confederate States Army (now
deceased), and has issue.

vi. Susan P., married Major Charles S. Carrington, a prominent
lawyer of Bichmond, Virginia.

vii. Margaret Canty, married l.^rolessor Charles S. Venable, LIj.D.,

of Virginia, and late Colonel Confedei-ate States Army, on the
staff of General B. E. liCc. Has issue,

viii. Thomas Ij., married 31iss Constance Warwick, of Powhatan
County, A'irginia. He died in the Confederate States Army
service, leaving issue one child.

ix. Eliza, married Bernard L. A7olfe, Major Confederate States
Army, and has issue.

As a speaker, Governor iMcDowcll was eloquent and effective. In

Congress he acipiircd iidlucnce and rcqmtation by the gravity of his

demeanor and the moderation of his course, and partiiadaily by his wise

and cordial support of all measures tending to strengthen the bonds of

National Union. His most memorable effort in Congress was his sjieech

on the admission of California as one of the United JStates, whieh is said

to have produced an impression e<iual to any other ever delivered in that

body.

WILUAM SMITH.

To the distinguished representation of the name of Smith in the an-

nals of \’"irginia some reference has heini made in a ])re(*eding sketch

in this serial. DoubtU's^ tlu' patt'rnal ancestor oi* the subject of this

biogra})hy was seated in the colony ('arly in tlu* .sev(*nte('nth century,

l)ut it is proposed to dt'dvicc first his dest:ent maternally, which is more
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definitely preserved. Alexander Doniplian,- a native of Spain, whose

name was thus Anp^lieizcd, a Protestant, migrated to England for re-

ligious freedom, and thence to Virginia, where he married, some time

before the year llhhi, an heiress, ^Margaret, daughter of George Mott,

a native of Scotland, and thus came into possession of a large landed

estate, of nearly 18,000 acres, located in tlie Northern Neck. He set-

tled in that part which was subsequently erected into King George

County, and died in 1716, leaving issue three sons and three (laughters,

as follows: Alexander (the ancestor of the distinguished and vener-

able G-eiieral A. W. Doniphan, United States Army), Mott, Margaret,

Elizabeth, Anne, and Robert. The second son, Alexander Doniphan,
married twice—lirst, ]Mary Waugh, and, secondly, Catharine Dobbins.

Of his i.ssue by the first marriage was a daughter, Plliztdieth, born April

12, 1744; died January 15, 1809; married, in 1778, William Smith, son

of Josejih and Kitty (Anderson) Smith, y born February 5, 1741
;

died January 22, 1808. Of their issue of four daughters and three .«»ns,

the eldest, Mary Wiugh, born January 1, 1775; died September 15,

1811; married, December 18, 1794, Caleb, (son of Thomas) Smith,

born in 1761, and died in November, 1814. They had issue:

i. FJha, ])orn September 25, 1795; died August 14, 1797.

ii. William, the subject of this sketch, born Sojitember 6, 1797.

iii. Thomas, born November 15, 1799; married Ann 5Iaria Goodwin,
of Caroline County; died April 4, 1847. lie studied law with

his brother William, and ])racticed for a time, but later entered

the ministry of the Protestant Episcoixd Church. By his un-

wearying exertions he caused the erection of the handsome Gothic

church in Parkersburg, West Virginia. Ibid issue six sons and
four daughters. Of the former, Thomas G., who is manic'd,

resides with his family in Parkersburg. Amjther son, Caleb,

was reading law when the war with iMexico broke out. He en-

listed, served with distinction, and was made a Lieutenant ot

the United States Artillery. In 1851 he joined the 49ih \'ir-

ginia Regiment, was made IMajor, and wounded and permaiUMillv

(lisabled in the lirst battle of IManassas
;
died D('cember 22, 1874.

iv. Mary Frances, born January 9, 1802: marrii'd, DcccMubta* 14, b^go.

Professor Alexander Keecli, President of Potomac Academy,
Virginia, who was offered Iw IMr. Jetlerson a ])rofessorshi]> in

the Univei'sity of Virginia.

•'•The tr:ulilion lu*ld liy Alexamler Poniphan’s (loseiaidants is that ht' was of

iioblo Caistilian blood, and had hoen knighted tor gallantry on the field ot hatthe

Tlio parchment patmit ot his rank, it is said, was carried to l\entucky hy his

great-grandson, Dr. Aiuh'rson Doni|>han, in 17'J‘J, and is believed to he in the

poss(‘ssioii of his pri'simt ri'presenlalives.

IThc (h'scaait ot William Smith, .as pri'Si'rved by his (h'seendants, was as fnl-

lows; “ During the I'eign of George 1., Sir Whiller Aiiderstm, a native of W'ales
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V. Catharine EJhaheth, horn April 10, LSOl; married, Dcceml)er 7,

1826, John A. lllackford, and died December 4, 1844.

vi. Martha, l)orii July 24, 180(); married William Bell (<lied July 1,

1870), brother of the wife ol' Governor Smitli.

vii. Jujne.s Madison, born iNIareh lo, 1808; mai-ried, linst, IMary Ik'll;

secondly, iMay 22, 184"), bis cousin, iMurtha Smith Boutwcll;
died Decend)er 15, 185o, at Donna Anna, iNew ^Icxico, on his

way to take charge of an Indian Agency, to which he had been
a])])ointed by l^resident Bierce.

viii. Anna Marla, born December 3, 1800; married, Januaiy 17, 1833,

Kev. Ivichard Johnson of Soutli Carolina, of the Episcopal

Church, who was' attached to Hampton’s l.egion dm-ing the

late civil war, and gained by his gallantry the sobiBpiet of

“The Fighting Parson.” lie died February 7, 1872. Two
sons only, living respectively in South Carolina and Georgia,

survive of their issue.

William Smith, the subject of this sketch, entered, at the age, of seven

years, the old field schools of his native county. King George, and some
years later received tuition in Fredericksburg, \4rginia, whej-e he residc-d

in the family of Judge John Williams Gieeii. in 1811 he wa.s sent to

Plainfield, Connecticut, to continue his studies at the academy of Jabez
W. Huntington, subse(piently United States Senator. Here he mad(^

considerable progress in the study of Latin and Greek; but the war
with Great Britain breaking out in June, 1812, young William caught
the jiatriotic lire of the period, and wished to enter the naval service.

Having written his father to procure him a niidshijanan’s appointment,
the latter deemed it prudent to recall his ardent son home. He now for

a time enjoyed private tuition; but, upon the death of his father in

November, 1814, he was sent to the classical school of Lev. Tlmmas
Nelson, at “ Wingfield,” Hanover County. iMr. Nelson was a highly

successful teacher for a long seiies of years, and many of his pupils dis-

tinguished themselves in science and in legislation. Young Smith con-

tinued with ]Mr. Nelson until the age of (ughteen, when he (mtered ujion

the study of law, first with Gi-een and Williams at FnMlericksburg, tlien

with T. L. iUoore in Warreiiton, and finally for a briid' jieiaod in the

office of General William II. AVinder, in Baltimore, ^Maryland. Hav-

and an nlfu'er in tlio Ihitish Navy, and Sir Sydney Sniidi, a native of I'ingland,

settliai in Kielunond County, Virginia
;
and .)('se)»h Smith, a son of the last,

ni.arried Kitty, daugliter of Sir Walter Anderson.” Another dangliter, Anne
Anderson, married Mott Poniplian, son of tlu“ emigrant settler, AK-\and<'r Poiii-

phan. ^Valter Anderson received from Lord l''airfa.\' a grant of SIS aeies of

lanil on Carter’s Kun, west t>ide of the liap[)ahannoek Fiver, and anotlier of

d'Jo acres in June, J728.
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iiig passed an examination by Jmloes HuliIi Holmes, Kol)ert White, and
John W. Green, he Avas licensed to jn’actice law, and qiialitled in the

Court of Culpeper County, in August, 1819. His talents, energy, and
fidelity speedily gained him success in his profession. An ardent Democrat
in politics, the ability of Mr. Smith was soon extcndedly in rer|uest by
his party. He responded cheerfully to its calls, though at perswnal sac-

rifice, and persistently declined all political preferment fora long j)eriod.

In 1836, Avhen in his thirty-ninth year, he consented to become a candi-

date for the State Senate, to which he was elected, and seryed through
the term of four years. He was re-elected to this body, but resigned

after serving one session. In the Presidential cam])aign of 1840 Mr.
Smith eflectiyely canyassed the State in the interest of his }>arty, and
greatly enhanced his reputation as a public s])eaker.

Early in the career of AEr. Smith as a hrwyer he had lieeii im])ressed

with the illy-proyided mail service of CulpcjAer County, and determined
to improve such facilities. In 1827 he obtained a contract for carrying

the mails twice a week from Fairfax Court House to Warrenton, and
thence to Culpeper Court House. He renewed this contract in 1831.

With this small beginning he in four years built up a daily fuur-horse

post-coach line from Washington City to Alilledgeville, Georgia. In

1834 a violent attack was made upon the administratiim of the Post-

office Department, AV. T. Barry being then Postmaster-General. In
the ra])id development of the postal facilities of the Southern country
the expenditu’-es of the Department Avere largely increased. In the

Blue Book, or official register of the Enited States Government, the

salaries or compensation of its officers or contractors appear in con-

nection Avith the names; and, in the case of the C(mtractors, compensa-
tion for instances of additional service ordered to be jun-tui-med is indi-

cated by an asterisk. Eveiy extra alloAvance beyond the stipulations of

the original contract AA'as thus designated. As the route of Air. Smith
Avas one of rajnd deA'elopment his entries of service Avere abundantly
thus marked. The circumstance Avas noted in debate by Senator Ben-
jamin AVatkins Leigh, from Adrginia, Avho, AAithout calling the name of

Air. Smith, yet aflixed upon him the life-long sobriqiu't of “ ILxtra

Billy.” Air. Smith obtained, J anuarA’ 1, 1835, the mail contract by
steamboat and coach-line betAvc'on AA'ashington and Bichmond. The
j)reAdous contractors, Alessrs. Edmond, Davenpoil A' Co., of the latter

j)lace, started a passenger line in opposition, and for a feAV months there

Avas a lively competition, Avhich is transmitted in traelitions of free ]nis-

sage, and finally of the additional gratuitous inducemient of a bottle of

Avine. It Avas ended by the transfer, for a consideration, of the con-

tract to the former contractors. During this contest, in the month of

March, Air. Smith Avas seized, in I'rederi(4-;>bui'g, Adrginia, Avith a

violent attack of intlammatory rheumatism, Avhich conlim'd him to his

bed, incajAable of moveimmt Avithout assistance. I'larly in Alaich, A\ hilst

still prostrated, and at a tinu' Avhen thi' ground Avas covered Avitii snow,
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intellig-eiice was brought him that three of his coaches had been over-
turned in Potomac .Pun, whicli voim- inucli swollen in volume.
Under the stimulant of strong excitement he demanded that he should

be taken from bed, di'essed, and placed upon his riding liorse, and would
take no denial. This was, with diflicuity and much pain to himself, ac-

complished. Urging his horse to full speed he s})eedily reached the

run, plunged into the foaming hood, and ordered the drivers to his

assistance. Reaching the coaches, singularly enough, lie found that the

excitement had free(l him from the rheumatism. Dismounting into the

water, his active exaui[)h* soon righted the trouble, and the coaches re-

sumed their route. Tiie rheumatism was dispelled, not to I’eturn again.

The resolution of Mr. bmith was strikingly exhibited on another occa-

sion. }3eing deprived uuex})ectedly of tlie services of the captain and
pilot of a steamlioat which he ran between Baltimore and NoiTolk, he
undauntedly took command of the boat and charge of the wheel him-

self, and successfully made the hazardous trip. Such energetic purpose

merited the fullest pecuniary success, but it was unfortunately other-

wise. The attention of Mr. Smith being divided between })oiitics, his

profession, and his contracts, subjected him to the peculation of his

agents, and linancial disaster was the result. In 1841 iMr. Smith was
elected to Congress over the Hon. Linn Banks, and served in that body
until 1843. In December, 1845, he was elected Governor of Virginia

for the term of three years, succeeding James McDowell, January 1,

1840. During his term he was an unsuccessful candidate for the United
States Senate. In 1850 Governor Smith determined to go to California,

where two of his sons were residing. He arrived in San Francisco in

May, and engaged in the practice of his profession with much success.

His first considerable fee was 83,000 for the examination into the cele-

brated Siiter title. Caliibrnia was admitted into the Union September 9,

1850.

Governor Smith was returned hy San Francisco as its delegate to the

Constitutional Convention which met at Benicia in the autumn of 1850,

and was unanimously elected the {lermanent President of the body. In

the State Assembly, which convened soon after. Governor Smith was
nominated for United States Senator, but was not elected. Wlien, on
the 1st of December, 1852, Governor Smith determined to return to

Virginia, such had been his success from his practice that he left in San
Francisco ])roperty ac<|uired therefrom which yielded him an annual
rental of $18,000. Upon reaching Virginia, Governor Smith found tlu>

people of the State much agitated about a redivision into Congressional

Districts, rendered neci'ssary by the Census of 1850. Upon the Legis-

lature, then in session, devolved this duty. Under the new a]>portion-

ment Governor Smith was elected to Congress in IMay, 1853, and served

in this body by successive re-elt'ction until IMarch 4, 1801. Returning
home, he was prostrated by sickness, and confined to his room tor two
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montlis. In the moanwliile the initial movement of our recent lamen-

tal4c civil war iiad been instituted. Governor Smith, feeling tiiat tlie

struggle on the part of the South “ would need the employment of eveiy

element of its strength’’ iii the contest, was impelled by a sense of duty
to enter the army, though in the sixty-fourth year of his age,' and “ wholly

ignorant of drill and tactics.” He therefore ollered his .services to Gov-
ernor Letcher, and was ])rom])tly commissioned as Colonel and assigned

to the command of the 40th Kegiment of Virginia Infantry, then being

organized, and containing oi]ly three companies, with which it inaugu-

rated its siibserjuent long and brilliant career by a gallant participation

in the first battle of Manassas. Its lirst commander thus warmly tes-

tifies to its valoi'ous worth: “ I will say that, in the numerous bloody

fights ill which it was engaged, it never broke in liattle or gave me the

slightest uneasiness or concern as to its conduct.” During the summer
and autumn it remained in camp at iManassas, completing its organiza-

tion and being perfected in drill. During this period Colonel Smith, at

the solicitations of his friends, announced himself as a candidate for the

Confederate States Congress, and was elected. He attended this body
when it convened at Ivichmond in February, 1862, leaving his regiment
in the command of the Lieutenant-Colonel. Upon the adjournment of

Congress, on April 16th, he rejoined his command. At the reorganiza-

tion of the regiment, iMay 1st, he was elected its Colonel, ujion which
he resigned his seat in Congress. He participated with his command in

the o])crations on the Peninsula, about Yorktown, and in those later

near Richmond. In the battle of the Seven Pines the loss of the regi-

ment was fifty-hve per cent, of its numlier. Of its service here Colonel

Smith narrates: “Anderson’s lirigade, of which my regiment was a part,

was ordered to keej) on the left of tlic Vfilliamsburg road, and ‘To the

front, forward march’ was the only order I received during the tight of

some hours. In obeying this order we had to encounter a f)rmidable
abattis, consisting of heavy telled timber, in which was also a
row of ritlo pits, and also, on the Williamsburg- road, a fonnidablc
earth-work—the whole occu})ied by an enemy whom wo could

not see until we came into the closest ])roximity. It was on this occa-

sion, u})on the complaint of my num that they could not see the foe, that

I gave the order to ‘ flush the game,’ which excited so much humorous
newspapc'r comment.” Colonel Smith etf'ctively partici[)ated in the bat-

tle of Sharpsburg, ^Maryland, on the 17th of September, 1862, the 4bth

Virginia constituting the right of the line in that memorable engage-

ment. Colonel Smith was here severely wounded. One of his wounds,

through the shouldei-, it was Icaivd would prove fatal. Before his wounds
were healed he returned to the field, in April, 1866, having lu'cn ])ro-

niotcd to the rank of Brigadier-General, and look command of the 4th

Brigade, then lying at Hamilton’s Cro.'^sing, near Fredericksburg, Va.
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Pie now announced himself as a candidate for Governor of Virginia,

and was elected to this office by a large majority in iMay. Early in August,

1863, he was pronaued to the rank of Major-General. He entered u])on

his duties as Governor, January 1, 1864. He found that local defence

was greatly needed, from the frequent raids with which the ca})ital was
menaced by the enemy. He accordingly organized two i-egiments for this

purpose from those who by reason of disability, as foreigners or contract-

ors, or by age or non-age, were exempt from duty in the regular service.

To eacli of these regiments was attacherl a company of cavalry. When
called to the defence of the city lines, Governor tSmith always assumed
command of them, and the service thus rendered was in several exigen-

cies highly important. Another great want in the State was supplies

of every descri])tion--food for man and beast. Towards this provision

Governor Smith assumed the authority to employ as a ])urchasing fund
the sum of $110,000, which he drew in part from the State contingent

fund, and borrowed the remainder from the State banks. He commis-
sioned agents, some of whom were supplied with cotton witli which to

secure through the blockade such supplies as could only be obtained

from abroad; others procured from the South corn, rice, and other need-

ful supplies. Idle measure was signally successful, and profitable to the

State, as an advance often per cent, upon the cost was charged to cover

transportation and contingent expenses, whilst the public was ])i'otected

from speculative extortion. It greatly assisted the Confederate Com-
missariat in times of need, and upon the conclusion of the war the Con-
federacy was indebted to the State in the sum of $300,000 for such
supplies.

Upon the evacuation of Richmond, April 3, 1865, Governor Smith
determined to remove the seat of government to Lynchburg. General
Lee surrendering to General CJrant three days after his arrival in that

city, he determined to remove the State Governme-nt to Dan-
ville, Virginia; but here, again, rapidly maturing events frus-

trated his ho])cs. Returning home, he surrendered himself to the
dominant Federal authorities, and received his parole. In the mean-
time, however, a reward of $25,000 had been otfered for his apj)rehen-
sion, and it is a gratifying commentary upon the Virginia people that
no one had thouglit of securing it by discovering him.

Governor Smith, since the war, has resided in Warrenton, Virginia,
devoted to agricultural pursuits. He married, in 1811, Miss Bell,
with whom he blisslully lived for the long period of iiftv-eight years, being
bereaved of his excellent coni})auion January 7, 1870. They had issue:

i. WilUam Hoirii, born 1822; entered the Laiited States Navy as a
midshipman; obtaining leave of absence, in 1850, entered into

a private maritime enter])rise, and was lost at sea in that year
somewhere oif the Sandwich Islands.
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ii. Jaines Caleb, was licensed a lawyer, and, removing to California,

was appointed a Judge of the Superior Court of San Francisco;

member of the California Assembly; became a member of a

great land company in Central America, was elected its presi-

dent, and died at Ne\v Grenada of fever.

iii. Mary Amelia, born in 1827 ;
iinmanied, and resides with her

father.

iv. Austin E., born 1829; in February, 1853, removed to San Fran-

cisco, California
;
appointed by President Buchanan naval officer

of that port; resigned in 1861, and, going to Washington to settle

his accounts, was held as a prisoner of war; finally exchanged,

he entered the Confederate States Army as an Aid on the staffi

of General Whiting; died from the eilects of a wound received

at the battle of Gaines’ 31 ill.

V. Ellen, vi. Catherine, and vii. John, all died in infancy,

viii. Thomas, born 1838; graduated A. 31. from William and 31ary Col-

lege; after attending a law course of two years at the University

of Virginia, settled in Charlestown, 3Vest Virginia; served as a

volunteer in the suppression of the John Brown raid
;
appointed,

in 1861, 3Iajor of the 36th Virginia Eegiment ; commaiided it at

Fort Donelson ; captured a battery of the enemy under special

orders, armed his i-egiment with su})ei‘ior arms from the field,

and successfully retreated
;
promoted to the rank of Colonel, and

gallantly commanded his brigade to the close of the war. Since

has served as Judge of Fauquier County, and at present efficiently

represents it in the State House of Delegates.

ix. P. Bell, born 1839; graduated A. 31., William and 31ary College,

and A.B., University of Virginia. In 1859 commenced the prac-

tice of law at Wbirrenton, Virginia. Having lost an arm by acci-

dent in youth, he was disabled from service in the Confederate

Army; served in 1864 as Governor’s Aid to his father. Acci-

dentally killed himself October 13, 1865.

X. Littleton Moore, born 1840; died 3Iarch 10, 1849.

xi. Frederick U'ctiajh, born 1843; volunteer in the 49th Virginia Regi-

ment
;

wounded at the battle of Fredericksburg
;

a])pointed

Sergeant-3Iajor
;

later .<crvcd on the stall' of his father, and sub-

sequently joined the command of Colonel Jolin S. 3Iosby, in

which he continued to tlie close of the late war. Is marrietl,

and now living iti Arizona Territory.

Governor Smith retains in a remarkable degree his entire faculties,

mental and })hysical. His erect and alert carriage misleads one as to

his age. He is still a mu>t elfectivc speaker, as his present earnest

advocacy in public of the cause of temperance fully evidences. There
is a fine i)ortrait of him in the State J^ibrary at Richmond.

i
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JOHN BUCHANAN FLOYD.

The worthy descent of tVie subject of the present sketch has been quite

fully presented in })receding biographies in this serial. John lluehanan
Floyd, the eldest son of Governor John and La3titia (Preston) Floyd,

was born at Sniithheld, i\rontgoinery (now Pulaski) County, June 1,

1<S06. After a course of private tuition, he entered tlie College of South
Carolina, from which he was graduated in 1S2(5. Having studied law,

he was admitted to the bar in 1828, and commenced practice in Ids

native county. In 183(3 he removed to Helena, Arkansas, where he

continued to reside for three years in the successful ])ractice of his

profession. In 1839 he returned to Virginia, settling in Washington
County. He had from the outset of his career taken a deep interest

in politics, and rendered efficient service to the party of which he was
an enthusiastic follower—the Democratic—as a public s})caker. Jn

1847 he w'as returned by Washington County to the State House of

Delegates, and, whilst still a member of the Assembly, was elected by
it Governor of Virginia, succeeding Governor ACilliam Smith, January

1, 1849. It is of interest to note that the noble work of art, the Wasli-

ington Monument, which graces the public square at Pichmond, was
authorized and commenced during the term of Goveiaior Floyd. It

was erected in accordance with the tict of xVssembly passeil February
22, 1849. A premium of SoOU, oliered for the best design, w’as awarded
Thomas Crawford, of Rome, for the model submitted by him, and whicli

was selected. The ceremony of laying the corner-stone took })lace on

the 22d of February, 1850, in the presence of a large concourse of

people. Zachary Taylor, President of the United States, and many
prominent dignitaries were in attendance by the invitation of the Gen-
eral Assembly. On the 27th of June articles of agreement were en-

tered into with Crawford, stipulating that the equestrian grou}) (in

bronze) should be fifteen English feet from the up]>er surface of the

platform to the to[) of the claq^eau, and that the surrounding six statues

should be ten feet in height. On the 10th of October, 1857, Crawford
died in London, after comph'ting models of all the statuary, except

Lewis and IMason, and the “ tro[)hies.” A contract was then made
with Randolph Rogcu-s. of New York, for the completion of the work,

and the statues were ca^t at the Royal Foundry at ^Munich. The e<]ues-

trian statue arrived in Richmond in November, 1857, and was drawn
through the street- of tin' city, trom the river landing to the S(piare,

by the citizens themselves on the 24th of the month. It was erected

with the statues of Henry and JetU'rson, and unveiled on the 22d of

February, 185S, with appropriate cm-emonies, General Winfield S(>ott

and others of disiinction being present. The statue of 3\Iason was re-

ceived and erected (‘arly in 1S()0, and, the civil war coming on soon
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after, the monument remained in i^tatu quo until 1807, when the statues

of Marshall, Lewis, and Xelson were received. The allegorical figures

were all received in 180<S, mikI with their erection the monument was
completed. The following indicates the disposition of the statuary and
the inscriptions on the shields of the allegorical figures

:

Finance, opposite Thomas Nelson, .Jr., . . .

Colonial Times, opposite Andrew Lewis, .

Justice, opposite John IMarshall,

f Yorktown,

\ Saratoj^a.

f Point Pleasant,

\ Valley Forge,

f Great Bridge,

\ vStonv Point.

Kevolution, opposite I^atrick Henry, i Entaw Springs,

t Trenton.

Independence, opposite Tliomas Jefterson, . .) King’s Mountain,
I l^rinceton.

Bill of Rights, opposite George Mason, f Guilford C. II.,
'

\ Bunker Hill.

The total cost of the monument was 8259,Old. 26, of which, from do-

nations and the interest thereon, was realized $47,212.67. A faithful

representation of the monument and its interesting surroundings, from
a special photograph, is presented in this work.

Upon the expiration of the term of Governor Floyd he was succeetled.

January 1, 1853, hy Governor Joseph Johnson. In 1855 Governor
Floyd was again returned to the House of Delegates })v Washington
County. In 1856 he served as Presidential Elector, and voted for dames
Buchanan, for whose nomination he had warmly exerted himself in the

Democratic National Convention, and in whose favor, during the Presi-

dential canvass, he had made many effective speeches in diiferent ])arts

of the country. In March, 1857, Governor Floyd was ap})ointed by
President Buchanan Secretary of War. His administration of the War
Department was energetic, and it is claimed by his friends that his

measures were actuated by a desire for its greater efficiency. The hos-

tility of the Indian tribes in the West requiring the presence of troops,

they were ordered thither by Governor Floyd. This measure and the

distribution of arms among the fortiheations of the Southern ports, sub-

jected him to .sectional animadversion when the great civil war was
unhappily inaugurated. When Major Robert Anderson moved his gar-

rison from Fort Moultrit* to Fort Sumter, December 20, 1860, and
President Bucluiuan refused to withdraw the United States troops from
Charleston harbor, Floyd resigiual, and retired from AVashington to

Virginia, and was an earnest advocati* for secession bv the Southern
States. He was ap]'ointed, .May 23, 1S61, a Brigadier-General in the

Confederate States Army, and conlmanded with Generals Ilenningsen
and Wise in Westmai ^4rginia. Tlu' operations of CJeneral Flovd for

a time were marked with eonsideral)le success, but on (he 10th of Sej)-

tember, from an unfortunate want ol‘ (toncert between himsell' and Gen-
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eral Wise, the forces iiiider their respective conimaiuls were divklccl l)v

the Gauley Eiver, a deep and ra])id stream. The force of General
Floyd lay near Carnifix Ferry. Here General Kosecrans, by a rapid

inarch of sixteen miles, threw a largely superior force upon Floyd, at-

tacking him vigorously. Night put an end to the struggle, whvn Floyd
withdrew in the darkness. The Federal loss was 225, whilst the casu-

alty of the Confederates was only twenty men wounded. New ditferences

developing themselves between Generals Wise and Floyd, disturbed their

unity of action and rendered their commands ineflective. Floyd lingered

for awhile in the mountains, had some desultory engagements with the

enemy, subsequently retired to Southwestern Vii’ginia, and from there

was transferred by the Confederate Government to the department of

Tennessee and Kentucky. He was in chief command of Fort Donel-

son when it was besieged by General Gi'ant. The Confederate authori-

ties being dilatory in measures of sustenance recommended by General
Floyd, and further defence of the post being impossible, Generals Floyd
and Pillow, declining to surrender themselves as prisoners, turned the

command over to General Buckner, and with about 3,000 men of the

garrison retreated on the night of the 15th of February into Tennessee.

The fort was surrendered by General Buckner the next day, Felnaiary

16, 1862. Its fall was a serious blow to the Confederacy, and the re-

treat of General Floyd was severely criticised. He never again held

a command in the Southern army, but the Legislature of Virginia,

indignant at the treatment he had received, conferred on him the

commission of JMajor-General, and directed him to recruit and oigan-

ize a division of troops from among the classes not embraced in the

Conscription of the Southern Confederacy. These classes were so re-

stricted that the task was not easily performed. By the autumn of

1862, however, Gfeneral Floyd had succeeded in raising a force of ncaily

2000 men, with which he moved into the country embracing the head-

waters of the Big Sandy Biver, where he several times surpilsed the troops

of the enemy in that section, and captured and destroyed their depots

of supplies. The exjiosure to which he was subjected in this incessantly

active service seriously alfected his health, and he was ultimately obliged

to return home, to be prostrated upon what was destined to be his death-

bed. His disease f nally assumc'd the form of cancer, or, more definitely,

schirrhus of the stomach,—which, it will be recollected, caused the death

of Na})oleon J. He died ^Vugust 26, 1863, at Abingdon, Ndrginia.

General Floyd married in early life his cousin iSarah Buchanan,
daughter of General Fi-ancis I’reston, but had no issue. He was of

commanding ]divsi(|ue, and ])ossessed oratorical powers of a high order.

There is an excellent portrait of Governor Floyd in the f^tate Library

at Kichmond.
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jOi^Krii JOHNSON.

The honored career of Jope])h Johnson was tlie just result of intrinsic

merit and resolution of (‘haracter. No factitious advantajxes of birth or

education attended liim. He was born I)ec(*inber 10, 1785, in Orange
County, New York, and was the second son of Joseph and Alugail

(Wright) Johnson. Ilis ])arents were poor, but their virtues com-
manded esteem. His fatlier had b(‘cn a soldier in the war for Inde-

pendence. Joseph was but five years of age when his father died, leav-

ing a widow with live children. The fiimily moved to Sussex County,
New Jersey, in 1701, Joseph then being six years old. ddiey resided

there until 1801, when the mother, witli a married daueliter and son-

in-law, an.d her two little sojis, moyed to Han-ison County, Virginia.

Joseph was then fifteen years of age, and was tlie cldef stay and protec-

tion of his motlier and younger brotlier. He, of his own volition, soon

formed an engagement to live with a respcctal)le farmer in the neighbor-

hood named Smith, and whose health was delicate. This proved to be
an auspicious business coiitract. Joseph soon won the regard of IVIr.

Smith, became his chief manager, and lived with him until his death.

He subsecpiently, bef )re attaining his majority, married tlie daughter of

his late friend and employei-. ddds was a mutually fortunate and hap})y

union. IMrs. Johnson was noted for her gentle and amiable character.

She liyed and died an eaniest Christian, without au enemy, and beloyed

by all who knew her. Four years after his marriage Joseph Johnson ])ur-

chased the interests of the remaining heirs in the farm of his wife’s father,

and it continued his home through life. Ittidjoins the village of Bridge-

port, a depot on the Parkersburg bi anch of tlu; Baltimore and Ohio Kail-

road. Harrison County is now in the new State of West Virginia, carved

from the old mother. .Vt the lime of iSfr. Johnson’s marriage, that })or-

tion of Virginia was almost covered with ])rimeval forest, educational

facilities were limited, and, as the time of tioseph Johnson by day was
fully occu])ied, the simple rudimental knowledge which he acquiicd was
the result of study by night, and later in odd moments. His application

was continuous, extending into manhood, and he was thus truly, so t'ar

as his knowledge extended, a selfb'ducated man. The demand upon his

time as a farmer continued exacting. As a means of improvement he

originated a debating society, which met at night in the village near him,

and subse(piently la'canu' tinned for tlu' ability of its members, many of

whom wei’c honorc'd with j)ublic station. ib'ie the tahmts of young
Johnson attract('d attention. His analytical and logi(*al powers of mind,
and skill as an orator W('re rapidlv d('V(‘lop(‘d and acknowh'dged. In

the discussions p(‘iiding the last war with Ihigland, fJohnson at once

took positioji with tlu' lu'publican party, as tlu* advocat(‘s of war were
then called. As tlu* Captain of a rilU' c( inpai y ( f militia he was tirst

brought into public vi(‘w. Wlu'U tlu' Atlantic sca-board was threatened,

in 1«S1-1, he called them together, and by a stirring spet'ch inlluenced
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ARMORIAL BOOK-PLATE
Of the eccentric “John Randolph of Roanoke.’^
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them to a unanimous tendo4' of their services to the General Govern-
ment. They were promptly accepted, and the comj)any marched to

Norfolk. There, in the front, Caj)tain Johnson continued in the service

utitil })eace was announced in the fo-llowing year, when with a small

remnant of his company he returned home.
Now commenced the long ai>d useful political career for which his

talents, decision of character, and unsullied integrity so eminently fitted

him. In 1818 he was elected to the House of Delegates, defeating the

noted old public servant, John Prunty. In 1822 ]\Ir. Johnson was
again elected to the House of Delegates, but declined a re-election on

the expiration of his term. In 1823 the Hon. Edward li. Jackson, of

Harrison County, declined a re-election to Congress, and ])ersuaded Mr.
Johnson to offer himself as a candidate for that body. He did so. The
opposing candidates were Edwin 8. Duncan, afterwards a Judge of the

General Court of Virginia, Colonel Thomas S. Haymond, and the cele-

brated Philip Doddridge. After a meeting of the candidates in the city

of Wheeling, the first two withdrew from the canvass, leaving as com-
petitors Doddridge and Johnson. Doddridge was the senior of Johnson,

an eminent lawyer, a forcible and eloquent s])eaker, and in ability com-
pared favorably with any public man of the period. Yet, after a

heated and exciting contest, Johnson triumphed. He took his seat in

the eighteenth Congress in December, 1823. Henry Clay was made
8peaker of the House*, and there was then convened in the two branches
of Congress the most imposing array of intellect that has ever graced

the National halls. It was during this session that the election of Presi-

dent of the United States devolved on C'ongress. In this memorable
contest I\Ir. Johnson voted alone for Andrew Jackson from first to last.

In 1825 he was re-elected to Congress over Philip Doddridge in a

spirited cont('st. In the spring of 1827 Mr. Johnson returned to

private pursuits, and was succi'cded in Congress by Isaac Leller, and
lie in turn, after a single term, by Philip Doddridge, who served until

his death, November 19, 1832, when Mr. Johnson was elected to fill the

vacancy, and served during the last session of the twenty-second Con-
gress. He declined re-election in the spring of 1833, and recommended
and su])poi'ted John ,1. Allen, subsequently a distinguished Judge, who
was eh'cted. In 1835 Mi', dohnson again olU'reil himself* for Clongress,

was el('cl(‘d ov(U' Mr. Alh'ii, and servi'd continuously until 18-11, when
lu^ decliiK'd rc-('lecl lon, and supiiorli’d Samuel \j. Hays, who, liowever,

was defeated by the Whig candidate, George Summers. In 1845
Mr. flohnson was again elected to Congress, ovi'r Colonel G. D. Camden.
This was the sevimth time he had been elected to Congress. At the

close of the twenty-ninth Congress, in 1817, Mr. ,lohnson issued an ad-

dress to his conslit U(‘nl,s, (hanking them for their past conlidi'iuu', declin-

ing r(‘~(‘lect ion, and expressing his wish and purpose to retire* pernia-

iH'iitly from public lile; but his constituents (h'lnanded his se>rviee in
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

th(‘ of 1 )t>l('^:i|{‘s, in wliicli lu‘ served in the session of 1847-4<S.

In l.SdO hr was (deeted a ineinlu'r oh tlie State ( 'onstitntional (’oiiven-

tion, and served in that body as chairman of tlu' (*oniinittee on sulfrage.

WliiSt a ineml)er of the Convention he was elected (lovernor of tlie

State hy the J^egislature, under the provisions of tlie then existing

constitution. In the antiiinn of 1851 the constitution which he luul

h(4ped to frame was adopted, and under its jirovisions Mr. Johnson,

who had been nominated by the Democratic pai4y, was (4e(“ted Gov-
ernor over George W. Summers, by the jiojmlar vote, tor the term of

four yiairs from .lannary 1, 1852. This was the first idection of a

(loviM'iior of Virginia by the votes of the pi'ople, and .Johnson was the

first and only State Jdxecutiv(i from the s(!ction now comprised in West
Virginia. In his tirst me.ssage to the General Assmnbly. in 1851,

Governor .Johnson recommended the completion of the James River

and Ivanawha Canal to Clifton Forge as its western t(M-minus for the

time, and the extcmsion of the Central Jhiilroad (now ('hesapeaki* and
Ohio) from Staunton, by Clifton JAirge, W(>stwai‘d to the Ohio River,

at or near Guyandotte; together with a general .systcmi of i-ail roads for

the i-e>idue of tiu' State. JJis recommendations were adopted by the

Jjegislalure, and the work on the different lines began and rapidly

pushed forward until the breaking out of the civil war in 18r)l, In

the same nuissaee lu‘ calh'd attention to th(‘ inijiortancc; and critical

timnre of tin; i-elations of tin; State with the Union, and foreshadowed

the culmination which was so unhappily ri‘ali/.ed.

In addition to tlu‘ stations enumerated, (iovernor .Johnson had sev-

eral times s('rvetl as Ih’esidential I'lh'ctor; and now, ujion the expiration

of his t(‘iin, l)ec(‘inber Jl, l.^oJ, having attained the allotl(‘d age of

tin' Csalmist, t hn'o-.-scon' and ten yc'ars, he linally retire<l to private

life. llis mental and physical powers weri' bappily but litth* impairc'd.

In his hoim* of more than fifty years, surrounded by life-long friends,

he dis[H'iised a generoUs and joyous hospitality. In all tin' relations

of private* life he was a model of excellence. Ih-overbially punctual,

his morals wia'c pure and lofty.

In person he was below the medium height, but with ndiiist physiepie.

He was dark in complexion, with brilliant bla<*k (*yes that W(*re singu-

larly exprc.ssive in (h'bate. lie was jiermitted to remain in peaceful

(piletude* for but a few years. In 18()0 he discerned the pending frat-

ricidal condict, and was sorc'ly gri(*ved. A stri(*t constructionist of the

C(‘(h*ral ( 'onstitution, regarding it as a written comjiact betwet'.n the

States composiiiL:' tin* Union, lu* lu'ld (hat the Union was the cr(*atnre

of the Slates. I Ii* was never a s(‘cessionist per sc. Jit* loved tin* U)U(m

of our and always advised modm'ation and pati(*nce. He ear-

nestly ho|)C(i for a jieaceful solution of the sectional dillen'iices until

J^resident IJncoln called uj)on \4rginia and other States for trooj>s to
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subjugate those of their own blood. At this critical period he was
called Uj)on by his old constituents to address them })ul)licly at their

court house on their duty in the trying exigency. Though in the sev-

enty-sixth year of his age, he proiu})t!y acceded to their recpu'st, and
urged them to side with their near kindred and to protect their friends.

Uui’ing the war the section in which Governor Johnson lived v.as over-

run by the Federal troops, and for ])ersonal safety he was forced to

leave his home in the charsfe of a daugliter and retire across the moiint-

ain .-5 with the Confederate army. Soon after the close of the war
Governor Johnsoii returned to his home, where he lived peacefully until

his death, February 27, 1877, in the ninety-second year of his age.

The next day a public meeting of the citizens of Clarksburg was held

to give ex])ression to their sense of loss and appreciatioii of his worth..

An excellent porti’ait of Governor Johnson is in the State Libraiv at

Kichmond. Of the surviving children of Cbn’crnor Johnson, a daugh-
ter, Mrs. John A. English, resides in Baltimore, IMaryland

;
another

daughter, IMrs. C. S. IMinor, resides in Bridgeport; Henry G. John.<on

is a farmer in Harrison County, J. S. Johnson a suece.ssful lawyer in

Grafton, West \di’ginia, and Dr. G. W. Johnson is a ])racticing ]ihysi-

cian in ^Missouri. A granddaughter, the daughter of Mrs. John A.
English, is the wife of Dr. George H. Eyster, New York City.

HENRY ALEXANDER WISE.

The ancient family of Wise deduces definitely from William Gwiss, or

Wise de Gaston, who located in County Devon, England, aliout A. D.
llOO.'i' From Sir William NVise, of this lineage, knighted by Henry
VIII., sprang .7e//a H7sc, who mig-rated to Viiginia about the year IboO.

He was granted, IMarch 24, l()5d, 200 acres of land in Yortham]Uon
County, on “ Nondrice s Creek,” in consideration of the transportation

of four j)ersons, one of whom was Hannah Wise, })resumably his wife.

(State Land Becords, Book No. 4, p. 52.) He also received, Septon-
ber 24, lOOS, a grant of 1,000 acres in Accomac County (formed I'rom

Northampton), “between Skiskanessok and Annancock Creeks.” (No.

G, p. 170.) The tradition is that he also secured an Indian title and tin*

friendshi}) of his aboriginal neighbors by the payment of “ six Dutch
blankets,” and from this circumstance his extensive plantation was
known as the “Dutch Blanket Tract.” He was a Justice of tlie Beacc

* There are hranclies of the family al.'^o in ^Var^vi(.•kshiI•e and Statfordshire,

England, and County ^Vaterf()rd. Ireland. ( )f the last is identenant Lneien Na-
jtoU'on Oonaparti' vse, of the French Navy, son of Sir 4’hoinas W'yse, K. C. l’>.

(MinistiT to .\thensg and his wife La'titia, tlaui^hter of Lmlen Honaparle, Frince
of Cassino. .\dmiral Charles Wise*, of the Jhilish Navy, represvnis the ancit'Ut

branch. 'I'he arms of tht‘ Wise family are: Sn., three chn'rou<h, i'nniin'. The an-

C'ient crest wtis a mermaid l»l>r.; hut tlnit now used, granted in 1 100, is a dnin'-lion

rninpant (jiiftie, ar.), hohlinp in his pairs a roi/al iiiarr. Motto; Aopt’/’r.
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and a man of consideration and influence in the colony. He died in

1695, leaving issue three sons and two daughters: John, William, llich-

ard, Barbara (married Robins), and Hannah (married Scarburgh ). The
eldest son, John ](7.sc, married ^Matilda, daughter of Colonel Edmund
Scarburgh, a meml;er of the Council. He died in 1717, leaving issue

three sons and three daughters: John, Thomas, Sainuel, Mary Cave,
Eliza, and Hannah, of whom John IfVsc, the eldest son, married Scar-

burgh, daughter of Colonel Tully Robinson, of Welsh descent; was a

Justice of the Peace, and died in 1767, leaving issue: John, Tully Roli-

inson, Cassey, and Mary, of whom John Wi-ie, the eldest son. Colonel

and County Lieutenant of Accomac and Justice of the Peace (died

1770), married iMargaret, daughter of Cohjnel George Douglas, law-

yer—a native of Scotland, and of the family of (“Black D(uiglas”) the

Earl of Angus—and had issue: John, Tully, f (dissey, Elizabeth, and
jMary, of whom Major John H7.se, the eldest, educated a lawyer, Clerk

of Accomac County, served two terms in Virginia Senate as Speaker
(died 1812), married twice—first, IMary (died August 9, 1796), daugh-
ter of Judge James Henry, and, secondly, Sarah Corbin (died 1813),
daughter of Colonel John Cropjier, ^ of “Bowman’s Polly, ” a gallant

officer of the Revolution, and President of the Adrginia branch of the

Order of Cincinnati. Had issue by the first marriage five children, and
by the second five: Margaret Douglas Pettit, married her cousin Tully

Robinson Wise;|| James Henry; Henry Alexander; John Crojtper

;

Tully Robinson Scarburgh, of whom Henry Alexander T17sc, the suliject

of this sketch, was born at Drummondtown, Accomac County, Decem-
ber 3, 1806. Left an orphan at the age of seven years, he was edu-

cated by his father’s relatives, and, in 1822, was sent to AVashington
College, Pennsylvania, wdiere he was distinguished as a debater, and
whence he graduated in 1825. Attended the law school of Hon. Henry
St. George Tucker, at Winchester, from the autumn of 1825 to that of

1828, wlien he returned home, and cast his first vote for Andrew Jack-
son as President. He was mai‘ried the saineyeaigon theSth of October,

tTully Wise married another daughter (Tabitha) of Col. Geo. Douglas, and
from them are descended; Geo. D. Wise; Capt. Henry A. AVise, U. S. Navy (au-
thor, married a daughter of ICdward Everett); Gen. (feo. D. Wise, U. 8. Array;
and Hon. Tully R. Wise, 4th .\uditor in the administration of President Tyler,

t He was a grandson of Sir William Bowman, who built “ Bowman’s Folly.”

II
Of their issue is Tully Robinson, distinguished lawyer in California; Gi'orge

r^ouglas, raeml)er of Congress from the Riehmond district; James Madison, mar-
ried Ann I)ent, daughter of the late Janies and Ann Dent (daugliter of Hon.
Alexander McRae, and granddaughter of William Black, of the Falls Plantation,
James River, ami his wife Anne i>ent, of Maryland) Dunlop; Gen. Peyton, mar-
ried Laura Alason, daughter of Gen. R. 11. ( hilton, C. S. Army, Adjutant-( ieiieral

of R. E. Ijce; Franklin Morgan, married Ellen, daughter of Col. Christopher Q.
Tompkins, U. 8. Army; and Lewis Warrington Wise.
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to Ami Eliza, daughter of Rev. Obadiah Jennings, D. D., of AVashing-

ton College, who was subsequently i>astor of a Presbyterian Church in

Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. Wise moved to Nashville, soon after his

marriage, to reside, and formed a law copartnership with Thomas Dun-
can, Esq. In 1831 he returned to Accomac County. lib 1832 he was
a Delegate to the Democratic National Convention at Baltimore, Alary-

land, where he advocated the nomination of Jackson as President, but

refused to acquiesce in the nomination of Van Buren as Vice-President.

During the Nullification excitement he published an address to the

electors of York district, in which he declared himself opposed, on the

one hand, to the measures adopted by South Carolina, and, on the

other, to the Force bill and the President’s proclamation maintaining

the doctrines of the Virginia Resolutions of 1798, “that each State fur

itself is the judge of the infraction of the Constitution and of the mode
and manner of redress.” In 1833 he was nominated by the Jackson
party of the Eastern Shore of Virginia for Congress, in oiiposition to

the Nullification candidate, and was elected by 400 majority. Ilis

opponent, Richard Coke, of AVilliamsburg, challenged him after the

election, and, in the duel resulting, the right arm of Air. Coke was
fractured. On the removal of the Government deposits from the Bank
of the United States by President Jackson in 1833, Air. AVise, togetiier

with sixteen other Democrats in the House of Representatives, went
over to the opposition. He was re-elected to Congress in 1835, and
again in 1837, as a supporter of the ])rinciples of Hugh Lawson AVhite

and John Tyler, who, in 1836, had been candidates for President and
AJee-President, in o})position to the regular Denujcratic candidates—
Van Buren and Johnson. He was at this time opposed to the Presi-

dent’s pet bank scheme to the Sub-Treasury, to the reference of abolition

petitions to any committee, and to a [jrotective tariff*; and he was a zeal-

ous advocate for the admission of Texas to the American Union. His wife

dying in 1837, he married secondly, in November, 1840, Sarah, daughter
of Hon. John Sergeant, of Philadelphia. In 1837 he acted as the second
of Win. J. Graves, of Kentucky, in a duel with Jonathan Cilley, of
Maine—both members of Congress—in which the latter was killeil: an
occurrence that created a deep feeling in the country, and led to much
denunciation of Air. AVise, on whom for a time the chief opprobium of
the affair rested. The nomination of John Tyler in 1840, by the AVhigs,

as a candidate for Vice-President, in conjunction with General Harrison
as Pre.sident, was largely due to the management of Air. Wise; and on
the accession of Air. Tyler to the Presidency, after the death of General
Harrison, his influence on the policy of the administration was very great,

especially with ix-ferencc to the Bank ([uestion and the annexation of

Texas. In 1842 Air. Tyler appointed him Alinister to France, but the

nomination was rejected by the Senate. He was subsequently appointed
Alinister to Brazil, and in that capacity resided at Rio ,laneiro from
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May, 1844, till October, 1847. In the Presidential canvass of 1848
he supported the Democratic candidate, General Lewis Cass, and ^yas

chosen an Elector. He was a member of the Convention of 1850, which
revised the Constitution of Virginia, and in 1852 was again chosen a
Presidential Elector, and cast his vote for Franklin Pierce.

In December, 1854, he was nominated by the Democrats as their

candidate for Governor, and immediately entered into a most animated
canvass against the “Know-Nothing” party, which had just been or-

ganized in Virginia. Mr. Wise conducted the contest untiringly, and
was brilliantly successful. From January to May he traversed the State

in all directions, travelling more than 3000 miles, and making fifty

speeches, and such was the enthusiasm he created that persons would
travel fifty miles to hear him. He was elected Governor by upwards
of 10,000 majority. In 1850 his second wife died, and in November,
1853, he was married (a third time) to iMary Elizabeth, daughter of Dr.
James Lyons, a sister of tlie late Hon. James Lyons, and a granddaugh-
ter of Hon. Peter Lyons, a native of Ireland, the opponent of Patrick

Henry in the famous “ Parson’s Cause,” and a Judge of the Court of

Appeals of Virginia. During the adminisi ration of Governor Wise the

Lecompton controversy of 1857-8 occurred, and though personally at-

tached to President Buchanan, whose election he had advocated in 1856,
he warmly joined with Senator Douglas in opposing that “schedule of

legerdemain,” as he termed the Lecompton Constitution. In 1859, Gov-
ernor Wise published an elaborate historical and constitutional treatise

on Territorial Government, and the admission of new States into the

Union, in which he upheld the doctrine of Congressional protection of
slavery in all the Territories.

Near the close of Governor Wise’s term occurred the seizure of Har-
per’s Ferry by John Brown and his followers, and the execution of Brown
at Charlestown, December 2, 1859, was one of the last acts of his admin-
istration. Governor Wise was a member of the State Convention which
met at Richmond, February 13, 1861, to consider the relations of Vir-
ginia to the Federal Government, and was one of the Committee on
Federal Relations, to, whom the principal business of the Convention
was referred. Tlie Committee made three reports iMarch 10th. The
majority report affirmed the doctrine of States Rights, demanded a fail-

partition of the Territories and equal rights therein, exqiressed the hope of

a restoration of the Union, recommended amendments to the Constitution,

recognized the right of secession, ami advised a conference of the
border States. j\lr. Wise jiresented another rejiort, giving the list of
demands, requiring both tlie General Government ami the seceded
States to abstain from hostilities in the hope of a peaceabh' adjustment
of difliculties, and insisting that the; President should only maintain a
sutlicient number of men in the forts, ar.seiials, etc., to preserve the
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public property therein. A tliird report advised the immediate secession

of the State. U})oii the passage of the Ordinance of Secession, he
entered heartily into the war. He was appointed ti Brigadier-Ueneral

in the Confederate Army, June oth, 18G1, and ordered to A'estern

Virginia. There he served in conjunction with General John B. Floyd
until September, when he was ordered to j-e})ort at Kichmond. Thence
lie was sent to Roanoke Island, North Carolina, with instructions to

defend it. At the time of th.e attack ujion the island by General Burn-
side and Commodore Goldsliorough, February 7th, 18()2, lie was sick at

Nag’s Head, but the greater ]>art of his brigade (known as Wise’s

Legion) took part in the action, and his son. Captain O. Jennings Wise,
commanding the Richmond Light Infantiy Blues, was killed. During
the remainder of the winter. Genera! Wise I'emained in Richmond,
being in feeble health. Upon his restoration, he was placed with his

brigade in 1863 in command of the district between the Mattajioni

and James rivers. His brigade consisted of the 24th, 34th, and 46th

Virginia Regiments of infantry, one battalion of artillery, and a tew
companies of cavalry, with head-quai'ters at Chaffins Farm. During
the period of his command over tliis district there wei’e some gallant

attacks upon the enemy, including a highly successful I'econnoissaiice

behind Williamsburg, where the enemy were in force, and the tinal re-

capture of that city from the Federals under the command of General
Dix. He was relieved at Chaffins Farm by General Fppa Hunton, and
sent with his brigade to Charleston, Soiuh Cai'olina, under the conn

mand of General Beauregard. While in Carolina his command drove
the enemy from Jolin’s Island, in the rear of Charleston, and served

gallantly and efficiently in Flojlda in two severely contested battles.

From Carolina General Wise returned to Virginia, and was put in

command of the defences of Petersburg. He partici})ated in the battle

of Drewry’s Blutf, his brigade driving the enemy before them, and ]>ur-

«uing them until withdrawn by his su})erior commander. General Whit-
ing, who feared to uncover Petersburg. At this point too, on the 15th

of June, his brigade alone kept at bay for a whole da}' the corps of

General A. J. Smith, until Lee had crossed with his army to the south

side of the James. From that time onward its histoiy was that of

General Lee’s army at Petersburg, with its horrible monotony of rags,

starvation and blood, ended at last by the sui-render at Ajipomattox.
After the war, General Wise made Richmond his residence, engaging
in the practice of law, his son John S, Wise being associated witli him.

He jHiblished in 1860 several dis(|uisitions on slavery, and in 1873 the

Seven Decades of Union,” which is still a highly ))opular woilc. He
served also as one of the State Commissioners on the Boundary Line
between Virginia and ^Maryland, the tinal rejiort on whiidi was submitted

lo the General Assembly and pid)lished in 1874. General Wise died at
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Riclimoiid, September 14tli, 1876, imd is interred in Ilollywr d
Cemetery. lie had issue by his first mari’iage:

i. Mary Elizabeth, married Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett, a highly siieecssfiil

physician of Washington, D. C.
,
and lately a surgeon in the

Confederate States Army.
ii. Ohadiah Jennings, lawyer and editor of the Kichmond Enquirer;

Captain Richmond Light Infantry Blues; died February 8th,

1862, from effects of wounds received at Roanoke Island.

iii. Henry Alexander, Clergyman Protestant Ejnscopal Church ; died

August, 1868; married Harriet, daughter of Richard Barton
Haxall, merchant miller of Richmond, and has issue: Barton.

iv. Ann Jennings, married Frederick Plunier Hobson (now deceased),

and has issue: John Cannon, Henry Wise.

Issue by the second mari’inge :

V. Eichard Alsop, iM. D., Professor of Chemistry, William and IMary

College; married a daughter of William F. Peachy; now Su])erin-

tendent of the Eastern Lunatic Asylum at Williamsburg, Va.
vi. Margaret Ellen, married Wm. C. IRayo, of Richmond, son of Edward

C.
,
and grandson of Col. John IMnyo, who built iMayo’s bridge across

James River, connecting the cities of Richmond and ^Manchester.

vii. John Sergeant, born at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, December 25th, 18-15;

was educated at the Virginia Military Institute and tho Univer-
sity of Virginia

;
lawyer

;
Lieutenant of Inlantry of Confederate

States Army; Captain Richmond Light Inlantry Blues; late

United States District Attorney for th.e Eastern District of Vir-

ginia, from 5[:iy, 1882, to IMarch, 1883, and now Congressman
at large fnmi Virginia

;
married Eva Douglas, of Nashville,

viii. Speneer Sergeant, died in infancy.

General Wise had no issue by his third marriage.

A county of Virginia was named in honor of Governor Wise. There
is a portrait of him in the State Library at Richmond.

JOHN LETCHER.

“Honest John Letcher,” whose crest was his immaculate integrity,

and whose talisnnin, duty, shamed in his honored and useful career

mere heraldic boast. As nearly as man may of him.self alone be the arbiter

of his life’s own dc'stinv, was he the exemj)llli{*ation of the hackneyed
term “ self-made.’’ His success is an enduring beacon to as{)iring

youth, and an assurance' of what intematv, industry, and lofty })nr})ose

may accojnplish in the race of life. His life-springs yield to no personal

disparagement in comparison with any class, howt'ver favored, and in

him they united, it is believeel, the several races of justly tc'rmcd Great
Britain. His father, AVilliam Letcher, was a scion of a hardy Welsh-
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man early seated in the colony. His mother was of that staunch and
sterling iScotch-Irish yeoman stock of the Yallev of \drginia, which
has sii})plied the armies and fdled the councils of our nation^ and ex-

tended its Western empire. She was a Houston, and a near reiative

of the unflinching hero of San Jacinto. John Letcher was born in

Lexington, Lockbridge County, Virginia, alarcii 29tli, 1813. His
parents possessed scarce more of this world’s goods tiian the “cotter’s

content” as sung by tlieir national poet. Young Letcher commenced
life Avith the necessity of toil staring him in the face, but with a resist-

less craving of the intellect. His iiome was witiiin the siiadow of one

of our most beneficent seats of learning—now tlie hallowed Washington
and Lee L^niversity—and his earliest associations Avere Avith students.

Yet that which circumstance gave them could only be ins by incessant

toil. But the lofty goal of education Avas ever before him, and Avith a

strong heart and unflagging purpose he grappled witli and OA^ercame all

obstacles. At the age of fifteen Ave find him Avorkiug at tlie trade of a

tailor—Avhence, it must not be forgotten, also issued a recent Executive
of our nation—but devoting every leisure moment to study. Lnceas-

ing labor brought him limited means, and soon after his majority he
entered Washington College, noAv Washington and Lee llniA^ersity,

Avhere he accpiired the foundation of a classical education. He sui)se-

qiiently attended Bandolph IMacoii College. His penchant Avas, Iioav-

eA^er, for hiAV, and upon leaving college in 1836, he commenced its

study in the office of the late Hon. AVilliam Taylor. Here he remained
for three years, and in 1839 Avas licensed to practice. Wiiilst diligent

in acquiring professional lore, he had not been iieglectful of otlier

branches of learning, but had ap|)lied himself also to classic and general

attainment as Avell, aLvays keeping in aucaa' the apiiorism, “ KnoAvledge
is poAA'er.” He commenced his profc;isional career in ids native toAvn,

and Avas for years intimately associated Avitli his late legal instructor, iMr.

Taylor, and Avith Governor James ^IcDoAvell, AA'ho.se encouragement,
sympathy and friendship in his early years of struggle he ever gratefully

cherished. The ability and fidelity of the young ])ractitioner immedji-

ately insured him success even amid competition Avitii eminent talents,

among Avhom ]uay be named Bri.scoe G. Baldwin, Thomas J. Michie,

John W. Brockenbrough, A. IT. II. Stuart, and others Avhose names
are household Avords in Virgiida. Whilst pursuing his legal studies,

he Avas a frequent contributor to the old lliciimond Enquirer, the Fin-

castle Democrat, and other ncAvspajH'rs the exponents of the Hemocratic
jAarty, Avith Avhich he athliated. In 1839 Mr. Letcher establislu'd at

Lexington the Vallen Star, and edited it Avith ability until 18-10, in tlie

adAmcacy of Democratic principles and tlie cause of education. At tlie

bar he rose rapidly; a retentive memory, clear mental poAvers of analy-

sis, and a habit of observation enal)Hng him to comprehensively grasp

the relations of his jirofession to real life as Avell as the issues of the
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clay. It is easily to he a])|)rehen(le(l tliat lie soon became prominent in

the political area as a public debater and canvasser. In the contest

of 1840 he v*as present in the most heated encounters, traversing the

entire Valley <»f Virginia, meeiing the strongest intellects of the period,

and meriting and receiving the warmest recognition alike from friend

or foe. It was during this tour, whilst speaking in Xew ^larket, Augusta
County, that an attractive face in a coquettish Idue bonnet, among
his auditors, so held him ca|)tive that a few years later witnessed the

consummation of a life union of unalloyed marital content with its

fair possessor—Miss Susan Holt. Plain, practical and frank of s})cech

on the stump, as in private life, John Letcher seldom failed to cany
conviction to his auditors, and he always commanded the respect even

of his political opjioneiits. In 1844 he resumed editorial control of

the Valley Star, and was conspicuous for his zeal in the advocacy ()f the

interests of Virginia and of the South, with voice as well as with pen.

Among the measures which he earnestly ])resscd was the annexation of

Texas, of which Kepnl)lic his cousin, Greneral Samuel JTouston, was
the President. In 1848 Mr. Letcher served as Ih’esidential elector on
the Democratic ticket, and when the Convention of 1850 was called to

remodel the State Constitution, he was retuiaied to that body by a

majority of over 1,200, although his district was strongly Whig. His
labors in the Convention were alike satisfactory to his constituents of

both political parties, and strengthened his reputation for integrity and
ability. In 1851 he was elected, without opposition, to Congress, and
continued to serve in that body for four successive terms. Here he

made a National reputation—one than which no more enviable could

public servant ])Ossess.

Though others may have been accorded tlie origination of great

measures, his was a moral intiuence of which few politicians may
boast.* His political creed was “Strict construction, frugality in public

expenditure, honesty in the public servant
;

” and in very truth lie

was a jealous guardian of the Constitution—the citadel of Ameri-
can liberty—and an uncoin])romisingsentinel, challenging every infraction

of the invested rights of tlie nation. By his rigid adherence to sterling

principles and his unswerving lidelitv to the interest of the peoiile, he
justly earned the proud sobriquet, “ Ilonert John Letcher—the ivatch-dog

of the 'Lrearury,” which distinction he righteously maintained throughout
life. In 1851), after a spirited contest, John Letcher was elected Cov-
ernor of Virginia over ^Villiam L. Goggin, and took his seat January
1st, 1800, at one of the most trying periods in the history of the

Commonwealth. Soon the tires of secession were lighted throughout
the length and lireailth of the Southern land, and ])opular clamor
within and without her borders demanded that Virginia should be

hurled into the vortex of disunion. Governor Letcher was inherently



y./iv/iD^vvi L\*avv‘vri

It

I'.oJir"'
' '

xl UfX' 0!t t/t/h i)ol'ifwf vi<;un •*'

f:7tnn nt,.'. n

f>t vli<iv> >.i .'{id)

li)’*
' »•• /. mm; > I't*'. ^

,v> u r U

m!i v„i>.r>7 ir(]
7:H ;u iur»*'‘r;<i Mf/A od to

[orrM ^‘il; ‘lA t=io:4nwr!-' '•dl -iin-'Oin uiV'i
^

^

m /u'i ->:4iU J- >aniv// 7ih -n: mmmt l>iin l>im

•iMJiu; v/'^Vi itf j^lhlv/ /tma f -iirn/’b-JW lO

• n^n'u; .t'*ffaod >n((L <Uiti;>ifpo:v J« ni ‘>->/d mvm N-nJh; nn T<:dt

‘jh •, , Miijiv^ 'uH/d m^'y{

',j: ('. li .v IK')]rnv; Ir.ii’ir.iii
^

'iM Muni I>iU: Ijr^bvK'Hi Mil! !M

ir.il l)io){ Jr.id

> ^'vH(ii(.;dd i: ‘lo

i7‘)’».M, IM AiUni J«<n; di'H n/S“W'^, K»ts«0^^otr liU

y-rii-o oJ ';od‘>1'i:i iul-f, yiiil oinvnq m orb tio

qr/-. rykr-m Mi ^yinrlr, -.d bfift -:ff o1

od fil I«‘»TJd<vq wd ^
.‘d) ‘in' vur.vuvhft ydj nilnvv .id i-d

"

noM dii'// ilo//' .« dii'/rjUjJa'-; uin to litir. / to rJ

yV.iL>.u,n .».h , .1.1, . <>'!

wr/; humr.^^ fnr>iM^ .uioa.-, >.id uoiiiv/ )o , j^9i

.a lnvr>. .Mrnd nU Mi.! nl ad

,.i IMUi'i ?.r,v OdHt 'ia. aoiJu^'Vtia'.) udf nMv ton; oiJiiioom.Kl

r / f viM.<j ifalt ol i»->inu1‘vi >;ir.7 ad jiMinnn.iio' > a^J - odl W>om/i

til! ,ir// iahtiil:^id ibr;od){n |m&.l ;mo o. v)no(fini

Urn 7 Hr:rrUv M\ iioijiinoj ,-f h:{ U.w
' ~

hiiP .-yrrM) of ,uaif;<oq4'> iiK-dn 7 da an IM nl .(J-da

orl ..all
"

..inia* o-Mv-mn.: 'mol lot vb-ut tiaft to a-no, oi hatmr noa

:>ina> aitlaivtio a'tuni 0(t daidv/ iUuU arto -Mionj;::iMia'f iinjoiiii4 i:

jn lo tu»J»mm:w. mil twlno-wr. 7bw Morfio iIsbO'IT

oil.li;.! ui vliinsint ,noif.i.’il’(ioa l,'»r. I.in.t.lfK( .iH

o.l'.lim nr> Mi i.(... ": t.M.7 -.i!.l.»<| ;'.lt m>

"„ih.;i. ..1 ....m«llm l.fcW «.l va 0,11 •to «t..5,n

",1 jI.ioO'I oil, 't.> iwr.tfii 0.1, ot vlil'.l'.l I;.ni7-IW>MII hi l.iiii fe'dqi.) IIH

...VA, t>'.....U
o r...i.iT.;I..M..j«;.q o. t v. ts>u.

.7.,;)'l.ni )o(o MI.V •.>ll•l!'^iJ I.ilol, l.-.:nt<|-i 1. .'•Itf. •‘'t'*

a, I 5i,.<.l &iB ...ivA<»> -a U S^<~u^n f

Mi dtt viaNii mil III Mrhoi\ linr/'fl ad) itj ano
Jf:

,(><Vtl

ino.W.fundf noi..'toa. to .a*rd anr noo^ dllrtav/iH-jmiKP

'lomria ’jjdnn-tf I.im. Jnud rnadiij<><, adJ to ihhKoid biti; iit^tijl
^

^

.,<1 Idfod^ .!in!->iiV :in.h \MnmuiM .^afno<b v)ti cfnod)^ (mu; mdlfv^

^(tiioiadni .nv/r dataJ •toma/or) .noiiin^ib ‘to ralo)V

"aA'.) ’tt> '^;"aa 0* i



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

attached to the Union. Calmly, sorro\vfiilly, amid the tempestnons
^vave^^ of passion and under hitter vitu})eration, he surveyed the

situation, looking into the future with almost prophetic ken, and coun-

selled moderation, for!)earance, and conciliation. He loved the Union
sincerely and al)Sorl)ingly. An incident attendant upon the deliberations

of the Convention is characteristically noteworthy. iNIany hot-blooded

politicians, followers of the school of Calhoun, W'ere untiring in their

efforts to influence the action of the Convention and control that of

Governor Ivetcher, who by them wvas regarded with great suspicion. Kfome

of the most intemperate and daring among them thieatened to haul

down the American flag, which, witli that of Virginia, boated over the

State Capitol. Against this the v/ill of Letcher interposed, and not

until \drginia had severed her l)onds with the Union by solemn act of

Convejition would he sutler the Stars and Stripes to be removed. Then,
the issue having come between honor and dishonor; after Virginia had
sued for peace and compromise almost on bended knee; when she

had thrown herself into the breach and had been insultingly rebutfcHl

—

then it was that the lamb became a lion’s whel]), and John Letcher t aised

the rallying cry that echoed and re-echoed throughout the Sunny S(mth.

Then it was that his executive ability was pre-eminent and became all-

sustaining to the people. During nearly three years of the conllict, Gov-
ernor Letcher controlled the war })olicy of the State, and was a tower
of strength to the Southern Confederacy. His every energy, ])hysicul

and mental, was devoted to the cause. Never despairing, ever fruitful

of resource, quick to determine and equally quick to act, AVhen he

Sj)oke, the highest in authorit}^ gave respectful ear. His foresight an-

ticipated many an issue that might otherwise have proved disastrous.

It was his habit to meet difiiculty on the threshold and overcome it there

and then, and this served him and the Confederacy in many a critical

moment. During the bread riot in Kichmond, when the fate of the

city trembled in the balance and the Confederate authorities were
powerless, it was his decision that averted the impending catastrophe.

The threats and entreaties of President Davis and the Secretary of

War were tvhistled down the wind by the overwrought mob, but when
the War Governor (*ame to the front, watch in hand, and surrounded by
the faithful Public Guard of the State, commanded by the late Captain
Edward S. Gay, and gave the rioters three minutes in which to disp<.>rse,

they knew that his resolve was fixed and brooked no disobedience. It was

* This company, organized in 1801, liad its (|uarters in the old State Armorv
near the Tredegar lion Works, and a portion of which, spared by the eonliagra-
tion of April ltd, ISOd, is still standing, a memorial of the past. Thetinard,
which patrolled the pul)lie buildings and grounds at Kichmond, used to l>e

jocosely termed the “Standing Army of \drginia,” as it was for years tlie oidy
military body upon State establishment in the Union. It was disbanded by
Federal authority in 1807.
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Governor Letcher vho luirried troops to the front as soon as the State

seceded, and saw that they were drilled by the State C'adets of the Vir-

ginia Military Institute; and it was he who virtually })laced Lee in

command of the Virginia troops, and who first recognizerl the military

genius of Jackson, and whose influence later retained in the service

that chieftain when, upon a conflict of authority between himself and
General Loring, and his complaints were disregarded by the Confeder-

ate War Department, he tendered his resignation through his ])ersonal

friend, Governor Letcher. But tlie record of Governor Letcher is

historical, and naught of detail may now add to its lustre. lie knew
no policy inconsistent with his duty to his State, and while his relations to

the Confederacy challenge a breath of suspicion, his motto vras Virginia,

first, last, and always. He passed from the gubernatorial chair with

the affection and enduring gratitude of the entire })eople of his beloved

State. Immediately after the Avar he Avas arrested by the United States

authorities, AAothout specific charge, and for some months Avas confined

in the Old Capitol prison at Washington. During the Avar his home
Avas burned by the Aouidal raider. General Hunter, at the time of the

destruction of the Virginia Military Institute, in June, 1864, and upon
Governor Letcher’s release from prison he returned to Lexington and
applied hijuself to building up his shattered fortunes in the practice of

his profession. He remained in private life until 1875, Avhen he Avas

elected to the House of Delegates, and there originated tlie Avell-knoAvn “dog-

laav ” for the protection of sheep husbandry. In 1876, Avhilst in attend-

ance upon the Assembly, he Avas suddenly and Avithout premonition,

after a busy day of legislative service, stricken Avith paralysis. Whilst
thus prostrate the State Senate, to sIioav their appreciation of his puWic
seiwices, passed a joint resolution ])roviding for the payment of all ’ ex-

penses incident upon his illness, but Avith lofty patriotism he gratefully

but firmly declined the ])rovision. He said, “The ])recedent is an un-

safe one at all times, and especially so noAV in the distressed condition of

our people, Avhose loti claim to be my lot.” Governor Letcher peace-

fully passed to the final rcAvard of a Avell-spent life, at Lexington, in

the midst of his family, January 26th, 1884. A joint resolution of re-

spect to his memory Avas passed by the General Assembly then in session,

and eloquent and touching eulogies to his Avorth Avere delivered in both of

its branches. In the ])r('amble to the resolutions the eminent services of

Governor l.(etcher are thus recited: “Through a life-time eoA'ering the

jnost eventful period in tlu‘ bistory of Virginia, the great poAvers of his

mind and the Avarni atleetions of his heart Avc're devoted Avith constant

faithfulness and eiu'rgy to the service of his State and country. As a

representative of N’iruinia in the Congress of the Ignited States, as her

Governor in the most trying <q)oeh of her history, he Avon the love and
admiration of her peojile, and a jilaee in that liistory, Avhei'c his name
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'will live as long as unswerving honesty in the administration of pidtlic

trust and great al)ility, wisdom and patriotism in tiie discharge of

official duty shall be honored among men.” His venerable wife and
seven children survive Governor Letcher : Samuel Houston, a promi-

nent lawyer of Lexington, who gallantly served as the Colonel of tlie

58th Virginia Infantry during the late war; John Davidson, a

civil engineer; Greenlee Davidson, now a cadet at the Virginia ^Military

Institute; Elizabeth Stuart; Alargaret Kinney, married, February 2bth,

1881, Kobert J. Showed, of iMaryland; Vircjinia Lee, and Fannie If.

Letcher. There is an excellent portrait of Governor Letcher in the

State Library at Kichmond, Virginia.

FRANCIS II. riERPONT.

Another example is now presented of an honorable and successful

career attendant upon probity and persistent purpose.

Francis H. Pierpont, third son of Francis and Catharine (Weaver)
Pierpont, Avas born January 25tli, 1814, in Monongalia County, Vir-

ginia, four miles east of iMorgantown, on the farm settled by his grand-

father, John Pierpont, a native of New York, in 1770, then in West
Augusta County, who erected a dwelling and a block-house, also, for

protection against the Indians. In the last was opened the first land

office in that section of the State. John Pierpont married a daughter
of Colonel Z. Morgan, the proprietor of Morgantown, and Avho mi-

grated thither from Eastern Virginia. Joseph Weaver, the maternal
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, a native of Central Pennsyl-
vania, settled on a farm near iMorgantown about 1785. In 1814
Francis Pierpont moved from the homestead to land purchased by him
in Harrison County, about two miles from the present Fairmont,
Marion County, West Virginia. In 1827 he made his residence in

Fairmont and conducted a tannery in connection Avith his farm. His
son, young Francis, assisted his father in his seAxtral occupations until

manhood. His educational o|)})ortunities Avere in the meaiiAvliile

limited. In June, 1835, he entered Allegheny College, at jMeadville,

Pa., from Avhence he Avas graduated Avith the degree of Bachelor of

Arts in Se})tcniber, 1830. He uoav taught school until 1841, Avhen he

reinoA'ed to the State of INlississippi, Avhere lie continued teaching, but
tiie following year he Avas recalled to Vii-ginia by the failing health of

his father. Having studied law in the leisure intervals of his career as

a teacher, he was now admitted to the bar. From 1848 for a period of

eiglit years, he sei’A'cd as tlu‘ local counstd of the Baltimore and Ohio
Utiilroad Company for the comities of Marion and dhvlor. In 1853 he
cngagc'd in mining and shipping coal by rail, and a little later in the

manufacture of lire bricks. In December. 185-1. he married Julia A..
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daughter of liev. Samuel Tv()l)iiisou, a Prc^^hyteriaii minister of New
York. In religious faith iNTr. Pierjxmt was himself a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Cluu-eh, with which he connected himself at the

age of sev^entcoii. Reared in a sociinii in which there were but few slaves,

and deeply impressed in his youth by several instances of cmanei})ation

of Avhich he was cognizant, his prejudices against the institution of

slavery strengthened Avith his years. His (d)servation of the planta-

tion system in ^Mississippi conlirmed him as an uncompromising
opponent of slavery. He early took an interest in politics, ami thougli

not an aspirant for office, he actively }>artici])ate<l in the campaigns of

the Whig party, with which he atiiliated from 1844 to 18(50. In 1848
he was a Presidential elector on the Taylor ticket. In the momentous
Presidential campaign of 18(50, iMr. Pierpont charged the Democratic
party with a predetermined design to dismember the Union, and asserted

that the split in the party at Brdtimore was with the expectancy that it

AYOuld secure the election of a Republican President and })reci]>itate

secession. Whilst the Ordinance of Secession, jiassed April 17th, 18(51,

by the State Convention at Richmond, was ratitied by the })cople of

Eastern Virginia, the vote in AVestern Virginia was largely against it.

In this dilemma, Air. Pierpont conceived the idea of a “restored gov-

ernment,” and at his instigation a Convention en vuisse was held at

AVheeling on the 11th of May, 1861, which was attended by the leading

men of Northwestern Virginia. After a session of tAvo days s]>ent in

fruitless discussion, Air. Pierpont ])roposed a Convention to be held at

Wheeling on the 11th of June folloAving, to be composed of delegates

favorable to the Union, from among those avIio might be elected on the

23d of Alay to the General Assembly, and of tAvicc the number of citizen

delegates from each county as it Avas entitled to as representatives in the

General Assembly. He also pro[)osed the appointment of a “Commit-
tee of Safety,” to consist of nine memlAers, Avhose duty it Avould be to

supervise the election of delegates and to call the CoiiA^ention. The
resolutions Avere adopted, and Air. Iherpont Avas ajApointed on the
“ Committee of Safety,” Avhich met the next day after the adjourn-

ment of the Convention. To the committee Air. I*ier])ont stated his

vieAA^s regarding the relation of the seceded State to the Union, and
held that “its oHicers being in rebellion laid abdicated tlie govmainu'nt
of the State,” and that “ the loyal citiztms of the State Avere entitled to

the gOAmrnment of the State din-ing such insurrection.” He suggested

the passage l)v the ensuing C'oiiAamtion of an ordinance embodying this

enunciation, and that tlie body should make provision for the establish-

ment of a State government, till its otlices Avith “loyal” men, and
secure the occupancy of the Alonongahela Valley by Ecdcral troops.

He further suggesti'd lluit upon the recognition of the State bv the

Federal Government, it might be erected into a sej)arate State. The
plan Avas favorably received and becanu' rhe basis of future action. lu
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the Convention held at 'Wheeling' on the 11th of June, forty counties

of the mountain region Avere represented. It met in the Custom
House; and each delegate, as liis credentials were read, took an oath to

the National ConstituLioii and its Government. The ConventuMi was
organized by the appointment of Arthur I. Bureman, of Wood County,
as permanent Presiitent, and G. L. Cranmer, Secretary.

The Convention went earnestly to work. A committee avus a])])ointed

to draw up a Bill of Bights, and on the following day it re])orred

through its chairman, John S. Carlile. All allegiance to the Southern
Confederacy was denied in that report, and it recommended a declara-

tion that the functions of all officers in the State of Yiigiida tvlio ad-

hered to it were suspended, and the offices vacated. Besolu lions were
adopted declaring the intention of the “people of Virginia” never to

submit to the Ordinance of Secession, but to maintain the rights of

the Commonwealth in the Union. On the third day of the session,

June 13th, an ordinance Avas reported for vacating all the ofliecs in the

State held by State officers acting in hostility to the General Govern-
ment, and also providing for a ProAusioual Government l>y the election

of officers for a period of six months. A Declaration of Inde})endence

of the old g;oA^crnment was adopted on the 17th, Avbich Avas sigjied by
all the members ])rcsent, fifty-six in number, and on the 19th the ordi-

nance for the establishment of a Provisional Government Avas ado})ted.

On the 20th there Avas a unanimous Amte in favor of the ultimate sepa-

ration of Western Virginia from Eastern Virginia. On that day the

iieAV or “restored Government” Avas organized. Francis 31. Pierpoiit,

of Marion County, Avas chosen Provisional Govenior, Avith Danicd

Polsley, of iMason County, as Lieutenant-Governoi’, and an Executive
Council of five members. Governor Pierpont was prompt and enei-getic.

His first official act, the next day after his accession, Avas to notify tlie

President of the United States that the existing insurrection in Vii’ginia

Avas too formidable to be suppressed by any means at the Governor’s

command, and to ask the aid of the General GoA^ernment. It Avas

])romised, and thus the action of the Convention Avas sanctioned liy the

Government. Governor Pierpont Avas authorized to raise volunteer regi-

ments and officer them for the United States service. He speedily or-

ganized tAvelve regiments of militia. He procured a greater and lesser

seal of State.

Money Avas needed. There AAas no treasury, and GoA'crnor Pierpont
borroAved on the ]d('dg(‘ of hisoAvn pilvate means $10,000 tor the jiublie

serAUce. He also si'curi'il by military sG/.ure $28,000 Avhich had
been transmitteel from Biehmond to Weston, Lewis (’ounty, to pay for

Avork on the lunalie asylum there; and eolli'eted fi-om the United
States GoA'ernnu'ut $r)0,oi)0, the share of the State of Virginia in the

proceeds of the .sde of public lands appropriati'd by Congri'ss in 1830.

A legislatui’c Avas ('lected, met on the 1st of »Iuly and imnu'diately
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elected John S. Carlilc and Waitinan T. Willie to represent the re-

stored Government ” in the Senate of the United States as successors of

Messrs. Hunter and ^Fason, from Virginia, who had resigned. Ifepre-

sentatives were also elected hy the peojdc, and both were admitted to

seats in Congress, which met in extra session on the 4th of July. The
Convention re-assembled on the 20th of xVugust and passed an ordinance

for the erection of a new' Htate, in which slavery was prohil)ited, to be

called Kanawha. This ordinance was ratified by the people on the 24th
of Octol)ei' following. At a subsequent session of the Convention, on
the 27th of November, the name was changed to West Virginia, and a
State Constitution framed, wliich was ratified by the people on the od of

May, 1862, when, also. Governor Pierpont was elected Governor to fill the

remaining portion of the term of Governor Letcher. The Legislature, at a

called session, also appi-oved of the division of the State and the estab-

lishment of a ne'v Commonwealth. Governor Pier])ont was tireless in his

official duties. His daily office duties tor several of the earlier months
of his administration, it is stated, occu])ied from thirteen to sixteen

hours. The State Auditor refusing at this period to is^ue warrants for

an appropriation of 850,000 made by the Legislature for the public serv-

ice, Governor Pierpont, by an arrangement with the bank, disbursed

this sum in recruiting Iqv personal check. West Virginia was admitted
as a State into the Union on the 20th of June, 1863, by an Act of

Congress, approved by the President, on the 31st of December, 1862.

Governor Pierpont, who had been elected in the month of l\lay Governor
for the term of three years, commencing January 1, 1864, now removed
the seat of Government to Alexandria, Virginia. Upon the issuing by
President Lincoln of his proclamation emancipating the slaves. Gov-
ernor Pierpont apprehending a conflict between State and Federal author-

ity regarding the freedmen, recommended to the Legislature, w hich as-

sembled in December, to call a Convention to pass an ordinance of

general emancijiation, and accordingly, on the 22d of February, 1864,

an ordinance was passed in Convention aboli>hing slavery in the State

forever. Another ordinance also made it the duty of the (Jovernor to

nominate all the judges of the State for confirmation l)v the Legislature.

Governor Pierpont about this time conducted quite a spicy correspond-

ence with (Jeneral B. F. Butler, (sometimes designated as “Beast,”)
whose lawless acts he complained of to President Lincoln, and urged his

removal. The President is said to have (‘Xpressed himself as being sat-

isfied of the truth of the comjtlaints, and said to Governor Iherpont that

he would remove Buthu- if the (fovernor would tell him how to silence

the })ress, which Butler seianed to control, and through its medium ap-

peared to the Northern ])opulace as the embodiment of all that was potent

in subduing the “ rebellion.” On the 25th of INIay, 1865, Governor
Pierpont removed his seat of Government to Kichmond, the capital of
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the late Confederate Government. He "waij! immediately waited upon
by citizens from all portions of the State, and generally took counsel

with them in their misfortune.

In resp(mse to his inquiries he learned that l)ut few in any county, and in

some none, could vote or hold oliice because of the disqualitication im-

posed by the Alexandria constitution for partici])ancy in the rebellion.

He at once sent his Adjutant-General personally to all the counties

that had elected delegates to tlie Alexandria Legislature, summoning
the meml^ers to Richmond whose legal term exj^ired on tiie 1st of

July. They attended in June and met in the guljernatorial reception

room. The Governor explained to them tliat without the removal of

the disfranchisement he could not reconstruct the State, as there was
nobody to vote

;
that they had the power to remove the disability, and

that if they would agree to do so, he would call them in extra sessi()ii

at once. They assented. The extra session was called, the disability

to vote was removed, and a resolution was passed giving the next
legislature conventional authority to remove the disqualification to hold

office. He als) found, upon his arrival in Richmond, the United States

Marshals busy li])elling the property of the late Confederates for con-

fiscation. A few days afterward ITesident Jolmson issued a proclamation
confiscating the estates of certain classes unless pardoned. It was stijj-

ulated that all })etitions should be recommended by the Governor. He
soon jDerceived that the President was temporizing, and Avas led to a]>-

prehend that the “ pardon mill ” was a farce at least, if no worse. He
accordingly detenu ined to recommend all petitions ofiered him. He
next protested to the Attorney-General against the further ini([uity of

libelling property which it was never designed to confiscate, and which
only entailed grievous ex})ense on the owners. His protest Avas eliec-

tive. He next interposed for the suppression of the class of pardon-

broker harpies, Avho obstructed the due course of the Executive clem-

ency as })rovided. He refused , to recommend any petition AN'hich

would pass into the hands of a broker, and thus disarmed these raj)a-

cious thieves. He next interposed for the relief of citizens Avho Avere

under civil indictment for offences Avhich were within the proA'ince of

military authority, and recommended leniency and conciliation to the

courts. With a contingent fund sup})lied by the Alexandria Legislat-

ure, he rehabilitated the Western Lunatic Asylum and the Institution

for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, at Staunton, Avhich Avas destitute of sup-

lies and necessary equi[)ineu!s. He also ap])oInted, u})on the recommen-
dation of those duly intei-ested. efficient regenfs for the University of

Virginia and the Virginia fUilitary Institute, without reference to party

affiliation. Guvmmor PivU-pont continued in office beyond lhe])ei-iod of

his term, Avhich ex))ired Jtinuary 1, l<'^fi8, and held until April 1(5, ISOS,

Avhen he was succeeded by General Henry II. Wells, appointed ih’ovis-
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ional Governor by General John Schofield, commanding the ^Mili-

tary Department of Virginia. Governor Piei’pont then retired to

private life. He was su])se(|ueiitly elected Clerk of ^Marion County
Court, and now resides in Fairmont.

HENRY II. WELLS.

Henry H. Wells was liorn in Rochester, New York, September 17,

1823. He was educated at the Romeo Academy in ^Michigan, and,

studying law, was admitted to the bar in Detroit,’ wliere he successfully

practiced his profession from 184b to 1861. He served as a member of

the IMichigan Legislature from 1854 to 1856. Upon the breaking

out of the late civil war, he entered the volunteer service of the Union
army, in which he served with distinction, attaining the brevet rank of

Brigadier-General. Having resigned from the army, he located in 1865
in Richmond, Virginia, and resumed the practice of law. He was ap-

pointed April 16, 1868, by General John M. Schofield, United States

Army, commanding the First Military District of Virginia, Provisional

Governor of Virginia, superseding Governor Francis H. Pierpont. He
held this station unt il April 21, 1861), when he resigned, and Gilbert Carle-

ton Walker, Governor-elect of the State by popular vote, was ap[)ointed

in his stead by General E. R. S. Canity, United States Army, then com-
manding the First Military District of Virginia. General AVells was
soon after appointed United States Attorney for the Eastern District of

Virginia, which position he held until 1872, when he resigned, and re-

sumed the practice of law. In 1875 he removed to Washington City,

and in September of that year was appointed and entered upon the

duties of United States Attorney for the District of Columliia. His
son, H. H. Wells, Jr., received the appointment of Assistant Attorney
for the District. They held olfice until 1871), when they were succeeded
respectively by George B. Corkhill and R. Ross Perry. General AVells

now resides in Washington, engaged in the practice of his profession.

GILBERT CARLETON WALKER.

Gilbert Carleton MTdker was born in Binghamton, New York,
August 1, 1832. After a ])reliminary course of tuition in Bing-
hamton Academy, he entered AVilliams College, Massachusetts, and
subsequently Hamilton (Ifih'ge, New York, graduating from the latter

institution in July, 1854. Having studied law, he was admitted t(T ilu'

bar in September, 1855, and commenced practice in Oswego, New York.
Ihitering politics, in 1858 lie served as a meml)er of the State Democratic
Convention. In 1851) he removed to (’hicago, Illinois, continuing the

practice of liis prole^sion tlu're and ])arti(*ipating in jiolitics. In 1864
he located in Norfolk, Virginia, and soon became the President of a
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bank, the Exchange National, and also held other positions of honor .

and trust. He subsequently settled in the city of Richmond, and in

January, 1869, wiis elected, on the Liberal Republican ticket, Governor
of Virginia over Henry H. Wells by a majority of over 18,000 votes.

On the 21st of April following he was appointed, by General Canby,
Provisional Governor, to succeed General Henry H. Wells, the State >

then not having been readmitted to the Union. He thus acted until

January 1, 1870, when he entered upon the regular gubernatorial

term, under the State Constitution of 1869, of four years, to which he
liad been elected. He was succeeded, January 1, 1874, by General !

James Lawson Kemper as Governor. In 1875 he was elected to the
'

Forty-fourth Congress from the Third District of Virginia, as a Conserv-
ative, over Rush Burgess, Republican, and served as Chairman of ilie

Committee on hlducation and Labor. In 1877 Governor AValker was re-

elected to the Forty-fifth Congress, as a Democrat, over Dr. Charles S.

Mills, Republican, and served on the Committee on the Revision of the

Laws of the United States. He was, in 1876, an aspirant for the i

Democratic nomination of Vice-President of the United States, and it

was thought at one time that he had enlisted much support in the South.

He was lor several years associated in the practice of law in Richmond
with General George J. Hundley, and was also the President of the

Granite Insurance Company, which he organized. In 1881, Governor !

Walker removed to his native place, Binghamton, New York, and for 1

a time practiced his profession there. He is now located in New York
|

City, and enjoys there an extensive and lucrative law ])i'actice. In person !

Governor Walker is highly prei)0ssessing. His imposing stature, grace-
|

ful mien, finely chiselled features, and silvered head, render him i

marked in a multitude. He is a pleasing speaker, and his personal ad-
i

vantages enhance his powers over an audience. As a public speaker he I

is efiective and never fails to enchain attention and command ap])lause. I

He has also frequently })roveu himself an acceptable lecturer on literary
j

and scientific topics before educational institutions and other bodies.
|

There is a strikingly faithful portrait of Gov. Walker in the State Library
at Richmond.

JAMES LAWSON KEMPER.

The Kemper family of Virginia is of German extraction. Its
;

founder, John Kemper, was a member of one of the twelve families
j

from Oldensburg which, accompanied by a Government agent of Great
j

Britain, arrived in Virginia in April, 1714, and constituted the Palati-
j

nate Colony, seated by Governor Alexamh'r Spotswood u})on his lands at

Germauna, which, according to Colonel William Byrd in the “ Westover i

I^ISS.,” was “located in a horse-shoe ])cninsula formed by the Ra])idan

River, containing about 400 acres.” There is a locality corresponding
to this in Madison County, upon which the ruins of a settlement are
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said to have been identified. The settlers soon becoming restless and
dissatisfied under the management of Governor Spotswood, determined
to secure lands of their own, and succeeded in obtaining a grant on the

Licking Kiver, some twenty miles distant, to which they removed in

1719. They called the new settlement Germantown, which is eight

miles from the Warrcnton of the present day. They erected a church and
applied tliemselves earnestly to industrial pursuits. Their religious

worship and all business was transacted in their native tongue, which
was long the only language spoken. Their religion, for the free exercise

of which they left home and crossed the ocean for the American wilder-

ness, was the “Leformed Calvinistic Church.” This colony, augmented
in number by another band of emigrants, were the jirogenitors of

many of the most worthy of the present families of jMadison and other
counties contiguous thereto. John Kemper married, in 1717, xVlice

Utterback, and their son, John Peter Kemper, married, in 1738, Eliza-

beth, daughter of John and Agnes (daughter of Dr. Ilaeger, the

pastor of the settlement) Fishback. From this worthy ]\air was de-

scended in the fourth generation James Lawson Kemjier, the subject

of this sketch, born in Aladison County in 1824. After a preliminary
tuition in the schools of his native county, he entered Washington Col-

lege (now Washington and Lee University ), and was graduated thence
with the degree of Master of Arts. He then studied law in the office

of Hon. George W. Summers, in Charleston, Kanawha County.
In 1847 he was commissioned a Captain in the volunteer service of

the United States by President James K. Polk, and joined Geneial
Zachary Taylor’s army of occu})ation in IMexico, just after the battle of

Buena Vista, and thus ffiiled of the desired honor of active service in

the Mexican war. lleturning home and entering political life, Ca})tain

Kemper was soon honoi’ed with the sutfrage of his native county, and
for ten years represented it in the House of Delegates, of which body
he served two years as Speaker, and was lor a nund)er of years Chair-
man of the Committee on ^Military Adairs. He served aho as President
of the Board of Visitors of the Virginia jMilitary Institute. On the 2d
of May, 1861, he was commissioned by the Virginia Convention, on
the nomination of Governor Letcher, Colonel of Virginia volunteers,
and assigned to the command of the 7th Begiment of infantry, which
command he assumed at Manassas. Colonel Kemper was first en-

gaged with his regiment in the battle of Bull Bun, July 18, 1861,
and thereafter at the first battle of IManassas, J ulv 21, 1861, where
his regiment was temporarily incorporated in a brigade command-
ed by Colonel Jubal A. Eaiiy, and aided in striking tlu' linal blow
on the extreme left of the Federal line, which immediately preceded the
retreat and linal rout of tliat army. Three days after the battle of
IMana.'^sas his regiment was assigned to a brigade (‘ommanded bv General



.V.VJ AYAVN’AV » OY.K ^AVA'.^AVT

(, ,,. .jmiMowI W.y-. -iiT avxf 97^1 ..1 bir^

i,
•lOtl'DVi.icl

-..liJ

r-f'”

J.xlr.uu m
^ \ Itf Uii-ir 'to -i^iiiur:'-

v/IriOvr n<un o:!) to ’{luitu

'

-Kvil'-t -‘i’.Tf f!i ,iv3hiBm/i'«i<iM:4wi-‘l ,(v'v ;iijJi

iOj- iV""bH .1*1 to •)')J!i^,i)!ib) 8“ifu. l>o<:-mloT. o io.mvV' ’

vT:S!,T.TT'ti«f “ ss;::r’;s,;:z3^'» 'i.

iim'.'oT) ikJnU
.'•( ^

1 l' i 7iilw 'to 'to OSHOII 9(lt tn li I»l»o.9iq7-t P-n«7 nol iol

; ,v /i , « -..ft !>•.« .v.J«o.ia 8« «jn7. <mt h^n.n oA

Ini pU'i'O '<l I. .Iiiii;imii"'i sliuyinl « «• li'tii’4'i--i! ‘.Ktt ni'jim^'n <•“ p'O'*/.!! •



244 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.
!

L/ongstrcct, brigade was siibscqiicnlly eomnianded l>y CieneraV

A. P. Hill, and under him Coloiud K(Mii])ca* wiOi liisTlh Regiment was^

in the hottest of the fight at the battle of \Vil!iamsbiirg, l\lay 5, lSh2,,

and engaged Avith tlie enemy for nine Buccessive liours, cajTluring sev-i

cral pieees of artillery and four Imndred ])risoners. Immediately after

the battle Colonel Kem])er avui.s ])romoted to the command of the old

brigade, which had been successively commanded hy (joncj-als L-ong-

street, Ewell, and A. P. Hill, and at its head ]rn*tici})ated in the lii-st

day’s fight at Seven Pines, Alay 31, 1S62, and in the seven days’ san-

guinary encounters around Pichmond, commencing June 2(>th ldl-|

lowing. I

In tlie second battle ofolanassas, Brigadier-General Kemper com-

j

manded teni’porarily a division composed of several of the hrigados
afteinvards composing Pickett’s diAusion. Here, Avitli these same
‘‘Pickett’s iMen,” subsequently so celebrated for \uilor, he avuis posted

'

to oppose the extreme left of t he enemy
;
but acting u))on the momen-

^

tary dictation of his oavh jiidgmeiir, ho changed front so as to strike
j

tlie right flank of the enemy, and soon after this acconqtlisliment re-

ceded orders from General Tvce to malce the same movement Avhieh
’

he had already so successfully effected Avith the infliction of a terrible i

loss on the enemy. General Kenqier commanded his caaoi brigade in

the battles of South j\Iountain and Sharpsburg. Soon after the return
|

of the invading army from the Maryland campaign, Kemper’s brigade
j

Avas incorporated in Pickett’s division. At the battle of Fredericks-
j

burg, in Hecember, 1802, General Kemper Avith his brigade Avas tern- i

porarily detached from the diAusion, and joined the troops on IMaryes
j

Heights on the afternoon of that day undo]' a liot fire. He Avas again
|

detached from the division early in 1803, ami sent with his briga«le I

to North Carolina, Avhere he commanded the forces at Kingston i

opposed to tho Federal force under General Foster, Avho then held !

NcAvbern. He i-ejoined Piclcett’s division in front of Suffolk, Virginia, ;

participated in the operations at that ])laee, ami mai-ched Avith the
|

division into Pennsylvania, his troops partici])ating in the ever mem-
j

orablo charge at Gettysburg, and meeting their full sliare of its terril.'le !

massacre. General Kemper Avas desperately (it Avas supposed mor- j

bally) Avounded Avhilst gallantly leading his brigade, and Avas being
|

carried in a bloody blanket to the rearAvlien he Avas met by General
j

Lee, and tho fblloAving colhxjuy ensued: Scad General Kem|)er—
• j

“General Lee, they say 1 am dying, and you see the last of me.
|

Before 1 go, I liave one thing to demand: 1 Ikiaua seen in the fight
j

Avhat you ha\m not seen— I have seen the splendid Inu-oisin of my
j

bo}cs; Avhen you make up your reports do tliem justice and cover them
j

with glory; tliey have won it.’’ General Ja'o rej)lied with ch'ep emo- 1

lion: “ I Avill. I Avill do all you ask, hut 1 tiaist God will s|)ai '0 ycuir

life and yet restore 3’ou. I hope you Avill live, (uMieral Kemj»er, lor

Virginia to lionor and rcAvai’d you, as she Avill. ” Upon theexamina-
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tion of liis wound, it was tliouglit tliat it would l)c impossible for liim

to live. This tact was re|)orted to tlie ollicers and men of bis brii»;a<b‘,

and they waited in a drencbiiu»; rain lu'ar the bos])ital foi’ several

hours, expecting to hear monientai'ily of bis death. I.n fact, a colli

n

was obtained and placed in an ambulance, so that as soon as breath

had fled, they miiji:ht take bis body and retreat with it. lie was held

a prisoner in the hospital for three months, but u])on the widtten cer-

tificates of sevei’al United States surgeons that ho must soon die, he
was finally exchanged. After his exchange and return to Virginia,

General Jvemper was for a long time too much disabled to perform any
duty in the field. Jle attempted to return to the command of his brig.ade,

but was totally unable to do so. To this day he carries a ball near
the base of his spine, the efiects of which have finally caused partial

paralysis. Although unable to ])crfi>rm field <luty, he was a^^signed

to the important command of the local forces in and around tlichmond,
the frequently beleaguered capital of the Southern Confederacy.
March 1, 1864, he Avas c<nnmissioncd a jVajor-Genei'al. General Ivem-
pex’ continued in command of the forces protecting Kichmond until its

evacuation. At all times his ]»osition Avas delicate and ])cculiarly

embarrassing, yet his duties avci'c ])ei*formed Avith such manifest fidelity

and regard for the feelings of all Avith Avhoiii he held relation, that he
Avon alike the atfcctions of the ])co[)le and the commendation of his

superior officers. After the close of the Avar, General Kemper 3*etii‘(‘d

to his home in Madison county, and ivsnmed the ])ractice of Iuav. Jlis

Amice Avas highly ctlectiA’cin the Vhdkcr gubernatoidal campaign, Avdiich

trium])hantly redeemed Virginia fi-oni military bondage; and in the
l^residential canvass of 1872, as one ot* the Greeley and BroAvn electors

for the State at large, ho stumped every section of the State, ami, l>y

his earnest and ])Otcnt a{)peals, Avas most influential in reconciling the
people of Virginia to that ticket. In 1873 he Avas elected Governor
of Virginia, and took his seat January 1, 1874, as the successor of
GoAmrnor AValker. Ills administration Avas highly satisfactory.'^'

*The first year of Ins incumbency, 1870, Avas marked by several calamitous
visitations, and is memorable in the annals of Virginia as the year of disasters.

On the 27th of April occurred the ‘
‘ Capitol disaster,'’ In tlie room of the Court

of Appeals, on the third floor of the State Capitol, on the morning of that day
a large concourse of persons, including many distinguished men, had assem-
bled to hear tlie decision of the Court as to the constitutionality of the “ En-
abling Act,” under Avhich Ih)U. Henry K. Ellyson (no\v one of the pro])rietors

of the Riclimond Dinjuitch) had been elected lilayor of Kichmond. liis seat
was contested by Gc'orge Cbahoon, who bad been the military appointee of the
Federal GoAxunment. Htuldenly and Avithout Avarning, by the falling through
of the floor, the audience A\'ero ])ieci])itated to the hall of the House of l)(4e-

gates beloAv. The aAvful scene Avas heartrending in tiie extnune. In confused
mass wore pib'd and lay struggling, amid the dchris of the lloor and galleries,

the dead and dying. Piteous moans and screams of anguish rent the air and
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Upon the expiration of his term January 1 , 1878, he ^vas succeeded by
(lovernor F. W. M, Holliday, and retiring to his home in jMadison

county, has not since re-entered public life. Governor Kemper mar-
ried Miss Cave, of Orange county, descended in the fourth generation
from Benjamin Cave, the joint patentee with Abraham Bledsoe, on the
28th of September, 1728, of 1,000 acres of land on the Kapidan river,

and a member of the House of Burgesses. Sl\e died some years ago,

leaving issue several children, of whom the eldest, Meade C. Kemper,

smote the ears of the crowd which pressed to tlie rescue of the victims.
Sixty-five persons were killed and two hundred maimed and wounded. The
whole city and State were thrown into raourninGr, of which the only pai\allel

was the preceding liorror, the burning of tl^e Itichraond Theater, December
26, 1811. The second memorable visitation was on October 1st, when James
river was flooded at Richmond to a little more tliaii twenty-four feet above
high tide, water invading the streets of the city so as to admit tlie propelling
with poles of a fishing smack along Seventeenth to Franklin street. Tlie

height that the water attained is indicated by a memorial stone of granite with
brass tablet bearing appropriate inscription, erected by order of the ci'ty council
on the north side of Main street, near Fifteenth street, in front of the »St. Charles
Hotel, For convenience of reference it is deemed that mention of other note-
worthy floods in James river will not he unacceptable here. As remarlvable as
the flood of 1870 had seemed to those who witnessed it, it was eclipsed by
another, which reached the maximum height of twenty-five feet six inches on
the night of Sunday, November 25, 1877. They were both instanced i>y great
loss of life and destruction of property

;
the angry waters being laden with

almost every kind of portable property, houses, furniture, provimler, produce,
etc., etc. Accounts of two similar preceding visitations liave been preserved
in the annals of Virginiiu Colonel William Byrd, writing June 5, 1(!85, from
Ills seat near the present site of Richmond, says: “About five weeks since
there happened here such a deluge that the like hatli not been beard of in the
memory of man

;
the water overflowing all my plantation came into my dwell-

ing-house. It swept away all our fences, * ^ carried away anew miil, stones,
house and all. The water hath ruined my crops, and most of my neighbors’.”
There was another like disaster in 1771, lasting from May 27th to Juno 8th,
when, according to the inscription on an ohelisk erected on Turkey Island,

then the seat of William Randolph (the founder of the famous "V irginia family
of the name) to commemorate it

— “ all the great rivers of the country were
swept by inundations never before experienced, which changed the face of
nature and left traces of their violence that will remain for ages.” The water
came \\ithin Shockoe Warehouse, in Richmond, wiiicli then stood whore tin;

Exchange Hotel is now located . Tlie third memorable catastrophe of 1870
was the burning of the Spotswood Hotel (so famed during the days of the
Confederacy, and wliicli was located on the southeast corner of Main and Sev-
enth streets, whore tiio Pace Block now stands) between two and three oblock
A. M. on Christmas Day. Six persons perished in the flames, among them
Captain Samuel C. Hines, wlio sacriliced liis life on the altar of friendship in
endeavoring to save E. W. Ross, a fellow-meinl>or of tiie fraternity of the
Knights of Pythias. His sublime offering has Kk'r Justly commemorated by
the order in the institution of Hines Lodge, one of the most nourishing in the
city. The morning of the lire was so intensely cold tliat the water cast on tlie

burning building congealed in mammotli icicles from jiortious of the edifleo
yet uureached, and on the buildings contiguous thereto.
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I)., is .‘I practicing* ])liysician in West Virginia. An excellent por-

trait of Governor Ivemj)©!* is in the State Library at Kichinond.

FREDERICK WILLIAM MACKEY HOLLIDAY.

William Holliday, the paternal grandfather of the subject of tliis

sketch, of staunch Scotch -Irish lineage, was born in the north of

Ireland, and accompanied his parents to America, a youth of fourteen

years. They settled in Pennsylvania, and he subsequently locate'l

permanently in Winchester, Virginia, having married, in Baltimore,

Maryland, Mrs. Blair, nee Duncan, who had previously resided in

Philadelphia. ^Villiam Holliday became a successful and ]n*omineiit

merchant. His son, Eichard J. 3IcKim Holliday, 3[. D., a skilled and
prominent physician of AVinchester, uniformly beloved for his noble and
generous traits, mai-ried Mary C. Taylor. Her lather, Samuel Taylor,'^

M. D., born near Dover, Jlehiware, after a preliminary readijig under
Dr, James Oraik, the personal friend and family physician of General
AVashington,coni])letcd his medical studiesin Philadelphia, and located

inBerryville,then in Frederick, but now Clarke county, Virginia, where
he married a daughter of Dr. Eobert Mackey, who efficiently served
as a surgeon in the Eevolution, and at its close settled in AVinchester,

where his professional ability and social wortli wei*e warmly and
justly esteemed. Several prominent families in that city and in other
portions of the State arc ilescended from iiiin. Dr. Samuel Taylor
also rendered the nation service as a surgeon in the war of 1812.

Frederick AVilliam Mackey Holliday, the son of Dr. Eichard J.

McKini and Mary C. (Taylor) Holliday, was boim in AVinchester,

February 22, 1828. After ])reparatory tuition i]i the academy of liis

native })lace, he entered th.o junior class at Yale College, from which
he was graduated with distinguished honei’s in 1SI7. On his return
to AVinchester, he read law' lor a year with Barton and AVilliains,

eminent practitioners there, and then entci-ing the University of AAr-
ginia, in one session lie graduated in Law, Political Economy, and
Moral and Alental bhilosojihy, and was selected as the Final Orator

’’

of the Jelfer.son Society of that Institution. Eeturning to his home,
he entered diligently upon the practice of his profession, devoting his

leisure moments to literary pursuits. His tidelity and ability speedily
secured him reputation in his prolession, wdiilst his scholarship
entailed freoiumt siM’vicc by I’enuest as a lecturer. These earb'
effoi’ls exhibit a remarkable maturity and depth of thought and

*The progenitor ot' this family in America was Eobert Taylor, an Fn}i:lish

emigrant, wiio settled in Drlaware County, Pennsylvania, in 1()85. His son,
Isaac Taylor, was a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly from Chester
County, in 1711 and 1712, and in 172<5, and whose son Benjamin was the father
of Joseph (born in 17:12), who was the lather of Dr. Saniuel Taylor, who was
thus fourtli in descent from the emigrant ancestor.
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iK-euracy of ex])rossion for one ?o youiliful. and tlio prognosti-

cations which they make witli regard to tlio working of our iiisti-

iiitions have been most curiously verified in both our State and
National Government. lie found time witlial to serve his ])arty.etti-

ciently as a canvasser in several Presidential campaigns, though he
]jorsistently declined all political ollice. Within a year after coming
to tlie bar he was elected Commonwealth’s Attorney for all the courts

of the city of Winchester and county of Frederick, and continuetl to

bold this position by successive re-election until the breaking out of

our late civil Avar, Avhen at the first sound of conflict heal)andoned all

else and event Avith the first troops to Harpers Ferry, and Avas ap-

pointed aide to General Carson, who Avas then in command there.

Returning to Winchester for a shoi*t time to arimige his official busi-

ness, he Avas tendered the command of a choice company of infantry,

of Avhich oi-gaiiization, or its desire, he had no knoAvledge until they
marched in a body to his door. He ])romptly accepted the ])roffered

command, and assiduously deA^oted himself to its thorough disci])line

and drill. It for a time aavus em[)loyed in detached service, during
Avhich period Cajdain Holliday Avas offered a ])Osition u]>on the staff

of Genei’al “Stonewiill” Jackson, but declined to sui*render his com-
pany, Avhicli Avas soon assigned to the o3d ^"i^ginia Infantry, ( 'olonel

A. C. Cummings, “Htonewall” Brigade, and he by successive ])romo-
tion attained the command of the regiment. As a field oflicer. Colonel
Holliday exhibited line military perception and judgment, and Avas

cons])icuous for his gallantry, participating in all the encountei's in

Avhich his command Avas engaged, including the sanguinary InittU's of
KernstOAvn, iMcDoAvells, Winchester, Port Pepuhlic, and those around
Pichmond, Avithout being absent from duty for a single day until Au-
gust 9, 18t)2, Avhen at the battle of Cedar Run, or Slaughters j\Lountain,

he lost his right arm. This injury entailed pj*olonged suffering and un-
fitted him for sei-vice in the field. He Avas then elected to the Confed-
erate Congress, of Avhich body he continued a member unlil the close of

the Avar. Peturning to his home, he resumed the jAractiee of his pro-
fession, taking ])osition in the front I’ank of a bar long and justly

celebrated fl)r its learning and ability. Upon the death of Geneini
Robert F. Lee, Colonel Holliday, at the request of the aulliorities and
citizens of I\ inchester, deli\’cred an achli'ess on his life and cluu‘a<*ter,

Avhich Avas a chaste and elo<[uent utterance replete A\’ith md»le coma'p-
tions. In 187."), by invitation he delivered an address beti>re the
Alumni of the Ibiiversity of \ ii'ginia on “ Higher Eduealion,’’ which
from the bold ])resentment and scairching analysis of the subjc'ct. the
breadt h of its range and tlu^ luaiutyand ])urit\m)f its diction, enlisted
the attention and excilc'd the admii’ation of his audience*, and, in ]Mih-

lished form, Avidely of selmlars and stat(*smen.

Colonel Holliday Avas the Commissioner for \drginia at the Uidled
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States Centennial Exj)osition held in Philadcl]>hia, and Avas a])pointe'j

elector at lai*go idr the State in the Presidential canvass of 187(1. From
the conclusion oftho war until then he had taken but little active ])art

in politics, though ever a close and cidtical observer of th'e dritt oi'pidjU(j

affairs, and ho had been rc])eatedly urged to enter ])uhlie life. The
judicious and effective manner in which he conducted tha- canvass

directecl attention to his varied gifts and abilities as a statesman and
speaker. Though, in harmony Avith Ins tastes his ])referonce Avas for

private life, in deference to his duty as a citizen he acce])ted the nom-
ination for Govenior of the State thefolloAving year, Avas elected tor the

term of four years Avithout o])position, and entered upon the duties of

the office January 1, IhTS. Ilis |)ublic acts during his term Avei’e chiefly

expressed through his inaugural and annual messages, and A’etoe>,
;

Avhich, in the discussion of tlie relations of the State debt, and their co-

gent arguments for maintenance of tlie ])u1)lie credit, are regarded as

State papers of the highest order. Py inAUtation of tiie autliorities, aUo
during his term of otlice, ho attciided the commencements of nearly all

“

the colleges and institutions of learning in the State, and delivercMl

addresses to the students, as he did at different times to eoiiventions

of the teachers of tlie Public Scliools, and to Xaffional organizations

the guests of the city of Pichmond or the commonwealth, Avhich Avere

]niblished in the ]>apers of the day. Ilis ‘-Address of AVelcome.” at

YorktOAvn in 1881, is an able and gloAving conceiffion. GoveJ-nor
Holliday has not resumed the ])ractice of his ])i-otcssion since his retire-

ment from office, devoting his time mainly to study and the cultiva-

tion of his farm near Winchester. He has s]>ent much of his time in

IraA’cl in both hemispheres, luiAn'ng Ausited .Mcexico, the AVest Indies,

the SandAvich Islands, the Avestern slo])C of thePacitic and tlie interior

States aiul Territories in the AVestern, and Great Britain and Ireland,
and a large portion of the north of the continent of Eurojie in the

Eastern—most of it on foot In these tours he keenly enjoyed the
study afforded by ci'itical ol)>crA'ation ofthe grandeur and la'anty of

nature and of art, the material dcvelojunent and the social liieof the

counti-ies through Avhich he Avandered. He Avas eA'eryAvhere the re-

cipient ofmarke<l attentimi, jn-ivate and official. Crovcnior Holliday
has been twice married, first in ISOS to Hannah Taylor, daughter of
Thomas AlcGormick ot Glai-lce county, Adrginia. She livi'd Imt a
short time. In 1871 he married si'condly, (Groline Calvert, daughter
of I)r. Pichard H. Stuart, of Ping George county, Avho also died Avithin

a year. A’o issue surviAn*s by (‘itlicr marriage.
The folloAving are among the jinhlislusl addresses of Goa'. Holliday

:

“Oration hetbre the Library Company and Citizens of AViuchester,
A^irginia, Inly I, 1850.”

“Principle and Practice, an Address before the AViuchester Library
Company, A]>ril 11, lb.')!."
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‘‘Oriition before Die United Fire De])artment and Citizens of AVin-

eliester, July 4, 1S51.”

“In Menioriain—General Kobert bb Lee—Ceremonies at AUinebester,

January 19, 1871.’’

“ The Higher Education, the TTo])e of American Tie])ublieanism, an
Address behiro the Society of the Alumni of the University of

Yirginia, June 29, 187().”

“ NVelcome Address, Yorktown, Yirginia, October 19, 1881, by appoint-
ment of the Commission of tlu^ Congress of the United States for

tlic Centennial Celeliration.’’

In ]>ei‘son Governor Holliday is of commanding stature, being fully

six feet in heigliV and tinely pro))ortioned, Jlarkedly intellectuai in

feature, genial and ]>repossessing in manner, his ])i’esciice ins]»ii-es

confidence and respect. Himself the synonym of honor. Jealous oi' the

slightest infraction of that of Viiglnia, a ])ure executive and a faithful

citizen, his administration retlects enduring lustre nj)on himself and
t nose whom he re])resented. Time will yet vindicate the justness of

his actions and of his recent affirmation :
“ As Governoi* in a ])romineiit

light before the peo]>le of my own State and before the world, I rejoice

in all my etforts then to keej) alive in the hearts of A^irginiathe honor
and glory of a famous commonwealth, and, from subsequent events,

am only the more confirmed in the correctness of my course. I would
rot for my life blot one word I then spoke or wrote.”

WILLIAM LAVAX CAMERON.

The descent of AVilliam Ewan Cameron, re]iresentative as it has
been of valor, genius and worth, may Justly excite regard. According
to family tradition, he was ]>aternally descemUul from the Scotish

chieftain of the clan Cameron, Sir Ewan Lochiel, Avho during the civil

wars adhered to the Stuarts until tlu'ir cause was ho])eless, and whose
]>rowess is celebrated in song as Avell as ])i’eserved in history. J\ev.

John Cameron Avas ediicatcsl at Iving's College, Aberdeen, and being
ordained bytlie Eishop of Ch(‘st(>r in 1770, came to America. His lii-st

charge Avas St. James’ Church in jMeckleiiburg county, Virginia. In

1781 he removed to Eeterslnirg, Virginia. Jn 1798he served as recO>r

of Eristol ])arish. He Avas an e.xcelleiit scholar, and li)r a time con
ducted a classical school. His learning Avas iH'cognized in the degia'e

of Doctorol' Hivinity, coufc‘i-red by William and Alary ColK\ge. C)f the

issue of 1 >r. Camei'on, a (laugh tm- bi'canu! the wife of lleAx AndreAV Sy un,'.

of Petersburg, Mi'ginia; anolhei’ theAvife of W’alkei* Anderson, Aviiusv*

son Avas .1 udge Walken’ Amh'rsoigof Florida. Judge Huncan Came-
ron, of the Supreuu’ Court, of North Carolina, Ava.s his son. .Vnotlun-

son, ]Vil/i(nn ('a meron

^

man‘i(‘d Anna, daiighte'r <1* Haniel Call, an
enuinent hiAvyen', Jh'poiler of the Virginia Court, of A ppenils, and h rot Inn--
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in-law of Oliief Jiistieo Jolm iMarsluill, and oi‘ Ids issue was V^aUur
Andivson Ctunvron, who inarricMl in 1S41, Elizabeth llari-ison AValker.

a granddauu’hter of Benjamin JiaiTison, ot “ Berk'eh'v/’ and a great-

_aTanddaua:iiler of William Byrd, of “ Westover,'’ Janies Eiver, \'ir-

a;inia. Of their issue was the sub jeet of this skeleli, who was born in

Petersbiiri!:, Vira’inia, Eovemben* 2'.), 1842. Ills advantages of educa-

tion were limited, and he wasearly thrown njion his own resources by
the death of his |)arents. At the age of sixteen he went to the West
in pursuit of Ibrlune. Upon the breaking out ot our late civil Av;ir in

1861, he was in St. Louis, ^Missouri, lie ])i‘orn])tly I'etunied to bis na-

tive Statu and enlisted as a jirivate in Company A, 12th Begiment
Virginia Volunteers. Ilis soldierly merit s])cedily secured Jus pro-

motion successively through the non-commissiom'd gi-ades to the rank
of Lieutenant of his company, and subsequently to the ]>osts of Ib'gi-

mental Adjutant and Brigade Inspector, lie served with uidform
gallantry througbout the war, Avas si'veral times seA^erely Avounded.
and surrendered linally at A])))omattox Court House Avith the i-ank of

Cajitain. U])on the conclusion of the Avar he Avas KmI by Hon. Anthony
M. Keiley, Avho Avas then conducting the Daihj of Petersburg,

to employ bis jien in journalism, ami tii*st conti'ibuted to the A5 //-.S' a

serial of sketches of the Avar. The Ava/'s soon fell under the ban of

*'\'deral authority, and Avas su]t])i‘essed, but was renewed by its ]>ro-

])rietors as the Inde.r, Avhich is still conducted as the Index and Ap}>caJ

.

William Ewan Cameron Avas tirst em))loved on the Index as local ed- !

itor, but in a few months Avas sent to Norfolk, Vii*ginia, to edit the
j

Norfolk T7/v/oo’(Og in the ])ublication of Avhich the pro[>rietors of the !

Inde.v Avere interested. Erom Noid'olk he Avas i-ecalled to Petersburg
j

to take editorial charge of the Index^ Avhicb be conducted until 1S7<>,
j

Avhen he became the editor of the Bichmond \Vhi(j. In 1868, Cajdain !

Cameron Ibught a duel, growing out of ])olitical ditferences, Avith
|

Pobert W. Hughes (now United State's Judge for the Eastern llistrint
|

of A irginia), and Avas severely AvoumU'd. I n 1872 he assumed contj-ol
*

of the flichmond 7An////’/r/’, Avhich he conducted until October, 1874. i

Beturning to Petersburg, he h)r a time sc'rved on the editorial stall’ of
j

the Index. In 1876 he Avas ek-cted tlu' Mayor of Ik'tershurg, and thus
j

served by four successive elections until nominated as CoA'eimor of
|

Virginia. In 1877 Captain Camci-on resumed editoi'ial c(ud rol of tln^

ir/o'g, and contimu'd that connection Avith sonu' interruption until

Jlecember, 1874. In 1881 C’a)»lain Cameron Avas ek'cted Covernor of
Virginia over tin' ( \)uservat i ve candi<lat(', .Major John Warwick Hanic'l,

and entered u))ou the dulii's of the olUce January 1, 1882, for tin'

term of four yc'ars. Covi'i'inu* ( 'amcron c'xhibitc'd much talent as a

Journalist. IB' is a vigorous writc'r and an elVectiA'e spc'alcer. He is

of medium stature and ])rt']»ossessing in ])ei*son. He is married and
has issue.*

*Skotch of (loveruor Fit/.huah boo in volimio II,. N’n;(ii\i.v .\.\i) N'ikoini.vns.
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AMBROSE POWELL HILL,

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CONFEDERATE STATES ARMY.

’’J’lie name Hill is of early ]')romineiice in the annals of Tiryinia.

The primary ancestor of the sii!)ject of this sketch in \"^iryinia'it is l,»e-

lieved was Edward Jlill, who received a yrant of 450 acres of land in

C'harles City county, tlnly 25, lOMS.'i^ (Virginia Land Eegisti-y, hook
No. 1, ]). 570.) In 1()44 he appeai*ed with the rank of Caj)tain as Speaker
of the House of Burgesses. In March, 1045, he was sent with Captain

Thomas AVilloughhy as commissioners to ^laryland “ to demand the re-

turn of ]'>ersons who had left the colony.” He served as a member of

the House of Burgesses from ChaiOes City county from 1045 to l<i54,

the last year as Sjnaiker ofthe laxly. I n 105(), as commandant evit h the

rank of Colonel of the ('olonial liangers and tlie friemlly Indians under
Totopotomoi, the Pamuidcey Chief, he was disastrously deteated in an
encounter with the Bichahecrian Indians from inountains at a p(.)int

in the present eastern limits of Richmond, known as Bloody run,

which has its source in a hold spring. The slain were so numerous
(Totopotomoi being among themj that the tratlition is that the sti’cam-

let ran with blood, and hence its designation. Sucli was the indigna-

tion against Hill that he was disfranchised by the Assembly. His
son, Edward Hill, Jr., liowever, became a man of station in the colo-

ny, serving as County IJeutenant of Charles City county with the

rank of Colonel, and as a member of the council, but he, too, fell under
the ban of the Genei-al Assembly, and in May, lh7(i, was “ disahlcxl

from holding office for partici pating in the patiaotic uprising known as
‘ Bacon’s Rebellion.’ ” Ambrose iV)well Hill, a lineal descendant of

Captain Ainbi*ose Powell,f a vestryman of Bromtield ])arish in 1752,

and the son of INfajor Thomas Hilh^ was born in Culpeper county
November 9, 1825. He entered AVest Point ^Veademy -Inly 1. 1842,

and graduated thence July 1, 1847, the fifteenth in inei-it in a class of

There were previous grants to Jolm Hill and Nicholas Hill in Eli/.abeth

City county in lGo5 and 1.G37, resp 'ctivelv, and to Richard IliU in James City
county, May 4, 1G3S, and suhsc([uent grants to Julm Hill and Tlioinas Hili,

the latter receiving 3, GOO acres in James City countv. the last grant being in

James City county De(“ernber 1. 1G43. Col. Edward Hill, tlio elder, is said to

have been of the family of the Marquis of Downsbire, and the arms of Ins

tombstone are said to establish the claim. Jolm Carter, tbe son of Robert
(“ King’') (hirter and grandson of John Carter, tin' founder of tbe Carter fam-
ily in Virginia, married in 1723, Elizabeth Hill, a daughter of Colonel Edward
Hill, the younger.

I It has been suggested that Captain Ambrose Powell was of the lineage of
Captain Nathaiiitd Powell, some time acting Covernor of Virginia, ainl who
was slain in the memorable Indian massacre of (March 22, 1G22.

fA brother of Major Thomas Hill was a jiromiiumt ])(^htician and repre-
sented Culpeper county in the ^drginia Assemlily for twenty yc'urs or inor»\
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thirty-six, among whom wore Generals John S. ]Mas<)n, O. 1>. \\ ileox,

II. G. Gibson, A. E. Biii*nsido, John Gibbon, E, B. Ayei's, (Mnirles

Griffin, Thomas II. jSTeill, W. W. Barnes, E. L. A'iele and Ij. C. lluni.

of the United States Army, and General Harry Jleth, of the (Confed-

erate Army. Entering the First Artilkny as Brevet Second Lieuten-

ant, Hill became First Lieutenant Se]Acinl)cr 4, 1851. He was engaged
during tlie ^texiean war at Hiiamantla tlie Otli of Oetol)er, jind at At-
lixas the 12tli of October, 1847, and in Florida against tlie Seminoh'
Indians in 1849-50, and from 1852 to 1855. He was an assistant on
the coast suiwey from ISrovember, 1855, until J\rarch 1, iSi)!, wlien
he resigned his commission. Ujiou the brealdng <tut of host) lities be-

tAveen the FTortli and South, he Avas chosen ti,,, Thir-
teenth Yirginia Bcgimeiit, Avhicli, at the first battle of Manassas, Avith

the remainder of the command (4‘ Genei’al Jose])h E. Johnston, ar-

ri\"ed on the field just in time to secure and com[)lete the A'ictory of
that memoi-able day. Colonel Hill Avas promoted February 2fi, 18tl2,

to the -rank of Brigadier-General, and by his signal gallantly at the
battle of AYilliamsburg, in May.dreAV the eyes of the public u]»on him.
He greatly distinguished himself in t he sanguinary seven days battles

around Bichmond, commencing on the 2(ith of June, in command of
one of the largest divisions of the Army of Bichmond, and Avhich Avas

com])osed of the brigades of Anderson, Braneli, Pender, G regg, Field

and Archer. At JMeadoAv Bridge, Avith oidy a portion of his com-
mand, he made the first attack upon iMcClellan, and in a tei'rihle con-

flict encouraged his troojis by a tearless intrepidity Avhich constantly
exposed him to the fiercest fire ot'the enemy. Successful at this point.

General Hill Avas placed first in the line of adAxance and bore the hrunt
of the action at Frazicu-s Farm, Avhere, Avith his own division and one
lu’igaile of that of* Longstreet, he fought and OA’ercame a largely

su])ci‘ior force Avhich broke the sjiirit of the enemy and achieAuul

flnal victory.

In this series of battles the division of Hill lost o870 men killed and
wounded. Immediately aftm* this battle Gejieral Hill Avas jiromoted,

July 1-t, 18fi2, to the I’ank ot* .Major-General. In the canijiaign of Xorth-
ern Yirginia the ilivision of A. P. Hill Avas sent to reinforce Stone-

wall Jackson, Avho had bi'cn desjAatched to check the a<l\’ance of Pojuc
At the battle ot‘ (nMlar Fun, Hill gallantly sustained the ])restige he
had Avon. He also bore a consj)ieuous jiart in suhseipumt opei-ations,

inarching Avith Jackson in his flank tnovenient toAvards the Bappa-
hannock and Manassas. At the sei'ond baMle ot'iManassas he ivpeated

a similar exliihition ol‘ A'alor to that of Fi-aziers Farm, and Avith daunt-
less abandon nu't .and r(‘pulsed at the point of tlie bayonet six distinct

and sejiarate assaults ol the enemy, a majority of the iiuui a ])ortion of
the time luang Avilliout cart rhlgi's. The no.xt day (August JO, ]SC2y
his division Avas again engaged, and late in the evening di'oAU' the en-
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emy before tliem, eaptiiring two batteries, many prisoners, and rest-

ing at nigl't on Jiuil Jiun. At Sliar])sbiirg the aeeoin])Iisbment of
A. P. Hill was in brilliancy not sur])assed by any other recorded
during the war. With three brigades, numbering scarce 2,000 men,
be drove back Burnside’s Cor])s, 15,000 strong.

After the battle of 8harj)shurg, when General Lee determined to

withdraw from ^laryland. Hill was directed with bis division to cover
tlie retreat of the army, and in the ])erformance of tliis duty at Boi-

lers Ford, on tl>e 20th of September, 1802, was enacted one of the most
terrible ejiisodcs of the Avar. Lee's army Avas Avell across the Potomac
Avben it Avas found that some brigades of the enemy had A'cntui’od to

cross during the |)receding night and Avere making ])r(‘])ai‘ations to

hold their ]>osition. General Jaek'son at once ordered A. P. Hill to

driAm the enemy back. After sonic prelimintuy juoA'ements, a simul-

taneous chai'ge Avas made by Hill, and the enemy forced in a con-

fused mass into the river. Then,” Avrites (ienei’al Hill, describing the

action Avith graphic horroi*, ‘‘ commenced the most ten-ible slaughter

this Avar has yet Avitnessed. The broad siiihace of the Potomac icas

hJue with the ftoatiny corpses of oer foe. But fcAV escaped to tell the

tale. By their own account they lost 8,0U() men killed and droAvned
from one brigade alone.” In this battle IliH did not use a piece of

artillery; but relying u]>on the musket and l)ayonet, be ]mnished the
enemy beyond jn-ecedent. At the battle of Fi-edeiaclcshui-g, Hill’s Hi-
A’ision formed the right of Jackson’s force, at Ghancellorsville the cen-

ter, and parlici})ated in the flank moAaunent that crushed Hook'er.

The death of the illustrious Jackson devolved the command upon
Hill, ami he Avas soon after Avounded. Lpon the reoj’ganizatioii of

Lee’s army he Avas made, Hay 24, ISho, a Lieutenant-General, and
placed in command of the third of the three cor})S into Avhich it Avas

diA'idcxl. His Avas the fii’st coi-])S in action at Gettysburg. In Lee’s
flank moA'cment of the same to get betAveen ^feade and Washington
City, A. V. flill sustained the only reverse of his career. Having
fallen upon a su))crior foia-e of the enemy at P>i-istoe Station, con-

cealed by a railroad embankment, in a Amin effort to dislodge it he lost

scA'eral hundred in Idlled ami Avoumlcd, and five pieces of artillery.

In the momentous cam])aign of 1S(!4 Genei’al Hill was again cons])icu-

ous, his cor[)S, Avith that ol‘ Fwell, ()])ening the action in the AVilder-

ness. A lew days tlnu’caftcr his leeble health so gave' Avay that he
Avas unable to re'inain on duty, Avhen General .lubal A. Faihy Avas as-

signed to the command of his corps. A fter the scenes of S]»otsylAmnia

Court House, Ge'ucral Hill iH'poi'ted for duty, ri'sunu'd command of his

corj>s,and fought.Avith ittothc last day in ti'ont. (L Petersburg. August
25, 1S()4, at Beanies Station, he attae-ked the enemy in his intrench-

ments and carrie'd his e'litire' liiu's, capturing seven stand of ceiloi-s,

2,(100 ]n-isoners and nine jiie'cc's of artilh'rv.
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At the final attack on the Southside .Railroad and the defc]ise of

Petersburg, he was restlessly active in his exertions to repci tlie Fed-
eral attack. On the moridiig of April 2, ISflo, desiring to obtain a

iiearer view of a portion of the line of the enemy, he lett his statf be-

hind him in a place of safety, rode forward accompanied’ by a single

orderly, and soon came n|)on a squad of Federals who had ad-

vanced along a ravine far l)cyond their lines. He immediately or-

dered them to surrender, which they were on the point of doing, un-
der the sup])osition that a column of troo]cs was just behind him.

]Rit soon discovering that he was so slightly attended, they fired

upon him, and ho fell, pierced through the heart by a ritle iaiil. The
following niglit his body was hastily hin-ied in tlie c(‘metcry at

Petersburg, but Avas subsequently reinterredin llollvAvood Cemetery,
.Richmond, Avhere his remains are mai'kcd by the Avords, “ Lt.-Cen.

A. P. Hill,” cut into the granite curbiiig in front of the grave. The
trust reposed in A. P. Jlill by the illustrious cliiettains Lee and
Jackson found solemnly impressiAm exemplification in the dying
ejaculation ol' each, Avhich, too, are remarlmble for their scjublance.

“Tell A. .P. Hill to ])re])are for action,” Avero amongst tlic Avords of

StoncAvall J ackson. “ Tell Hill he must come up,” AAa^rc the last Avords

:>f the peerless Lee. AVhat more honorable tribute?

ROBERT EDAVARD LEE,

GENERAL-IN-CIUEF OF THE CONFEHEKATE STATES ARMY.

“ With faith untouched, spotless and clear his fame,
So puie that envy could not wrong the same.”

The record of all time Avith its mighty I’oll of heroes and patriots

presents no more lustrous name than that of the immortal subject of

this sketch. ]lis lineage, Avhich has been already traced in tins se-

rial, Avas illustrative of the excellencies Avhich marked his OAvn ]’c-

splendent career. Robei't LdAvard ]a'c, the tlurd son of “Light-
Horse ITarry ” and Anne Hill (Carter) J.ee, Avas born at Stratford,”

AYestmoreland county, Virginia, Januaiy I'd, ISOT. Filtering the

United States IMilitary Academy July 1, 1S25, he Avas graduated
thence second in grade of a class of Ibrty-six, July 1, 1820, and com-
missioned PreA'ct Second .Tneutenant, ('orps of Fnigineei’s. Among
his classmates Avere (lenerals Josejih .Fggleston Johnston, Alliert G.

Planchard ami Theo])hilus H. llolnu's, of the Confederaie States

Army, and Generals P, AV. .Brice, T. A. OaAdi's, A. Cady, T. SAvords,

Seth Eastman, AV. HotVman, Sidney Burbank, O. AT. Alitediell, C. P.

Buckingham and James Banu's, of the Vnitesl St.atesArmy. Lieu-
tenant Lee serveMl as .\ssisiant Fmginee'r in the construclion of Forts
Alonroe and Calhoun tiir the deiimse of Hampton Roads, Ah’rginia,

182'J-’3d
;
as Assistant to the Chief Jhigineer at AVashington, 3). C.,



h;M. „:f " iv

i.ii

> ir if/vlfi l.h
', .i. , . -si.

'vji' '">'''>>

• , /! \ JuH

:< AM

;//, iiifj

! iMf! 7 -'

' Viii'n: /i .A

, j IM 'i,

M ’(m

U:\A.ihT^^

A>r l^nK

- V, i
- j

\ )hv/r
'

7 ^ ,
77

, > .
:

; '
’

i
^ 7 .: .*.f 0‘7 r>i(T

. ^ ; (vyih: ijofJ'Vr >.ili .ibJo/Ja p.int

if
ii'>A‘vr- ,-7 -:i >lh-jxo -mIs 'Ut ‘yfiUviUM him .,U\H

, Jfu^ fciiilj 'Ji!} ,'**•. f. i<’iji:v^.l'.7 1

i

«>
'n\ u'UhJ Hii’yr -umA (

joru:' ) }
lU F ; Oi.'.j{A i*nji

' o^.'toH

.Tifel J!f
'

V! .'.•fnij.il ,i:nii’- !.A bni;l*ri'om);s-'j U
Vjivr of{ .i vlnl v-MitiliK iA>ri(f"J

Mfn'-M'i'i
"

1 "

; : ,

'

i M i, ! 7

,
‘ M / ' M'Af.

:• •• j’lo't *i'> >

•i' / ? f ;r
f ;i I 'u

:< .-i 77
,
„-,.l Am

If)

!

7H ( l.f>.ff< 7 jV.>>.if<(

k!f(

,>(T Immi b'jwi w!j;SfI

'

! .7/ .<[ r lino*! 'A) biUi ,Y(i!‘iy

Jf .7/ :,.! f

U ‘-j; ji')Vl'> .' ut
) ‘J ('7 di -

,! T! ‘!n f'77
' -7 d,i! -d'l ^ i- 7

;/i '! 7mI) ujr y-i: • I-.. 'I
T( ‘!i

7 *'
;Ji: ’i





,31.1 ,3 TiiaaOH JAUaViaO l;



258 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

1834-’37
;
as Assistant Astronoinor for establisbimi; tlie boundary l)o-

twcen the States of Ohio and ^Iiehi'j;an, 1835; as Sii])erintendin<i; En-
gineer of the iinprovement ot St. Louis harbor, ^Missouri, and of tin*

Missouri and Upi)cr Mississip])i rivers, 1837-’4l, having general

charge of the improvement of tlm Lower Mississippi and of the Ohi >

river below Louisville, Kentucky, 1840-’41. lie was promoted to

First Lieutenant September 21, 1830, and to Captain of the Corps of

Engineers duly T, 1838. Had charge of the construction and rejaiirs

of the defenses at the LTarrows entrance to the New York harltor,

1841-’44, 184-1-’4(J
;
Avas IMember of the Board of Visitors to tlie Mili-

tary Academy, 1844; Assistant to the Chief Engineer at Wasliington.

I). C., 1844; Member of the Board of Engineers for Atlantic Coast de-

fenses from September 8, 1815, to March 13, 1848
;
served in the Avar

Avitli Mexico, 1840-’48, being engaged on the march as Cldef Engin-
j

eer of the column commanded by Brigadier-General John E. V ooi,
jand earned the brcAmts of Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel for
|

gallant and meritorious conduct in the battles of Cerro Gordo, Con- \

treras, and Churubusco, and at Chaj^udtepec, Avhere he Avas Avounded.
|

Ilis serAUces as an engineer at Yera Cruz and the subsequent opora-
|

tions in Mexico Avere highly eulogized by General 5Vinfield Scott.
|

Colonel Lee Avas on special duty in the Engineer Bureau at l\"ashing-
|

ton, D. C., in 1848; Superintending Engineer of the construction ot !

Fort Carroll, Patapsco riA'or, Maryland, 1848-’52
;
member of tlie 1

Board of Engineers tor Atlantic Coast defenses from July 21, 1848. to
|

April 11, 1853; SujX'riiitendent of the Lnited States Alilitary Acad-
emy from September 1, 1852, to March 31, 1855; in command at

Jefferson Barracks, Alissouri, 1855; ajtpointed Lieutenant-CVdoncl
Second CaAuilry Alarch 3, 1855; on frontiei* duly at Camp Coopoi-,

Texas, 1853; Avith expedition against the Comanclie Indians, 1853
;
at

Camp Cooper, Texas, 185()-’57
;
at San Antonio, Texas (commanding

the Second Itegiment), 1857; on leave of absence, 1857-'59; in com-
mand of the forces at Harpers Feri-y for sup])ressing the John Brown
raid, October 17-25, 1859; in command of the Department of Texas
from February G to December 12, 18<)0, and on leaAm of absencm
18G0- Gl

;
promoted Colonel of the First Cavalry 5lai“ch IG, 18G1.

Ordered to AFashington from his regiment in Texas, Colonel Lee ar-

riA^ed at the Federal ca]utal April 1, 18G1, three days before the inau-

guration of President Lincoln. The ])olitical iiorizon Avas CAwm then
OA'crcast Avith the portents of the mighty civil Avai* Avhich Avas .soon to

eoiiA'idse the nation. South Carolina, An.ssissijijii, Florida, Alabama.
Georgia and Louisiana had already seceded from the Lnion, and the

ProA'incial GoA'erinmmt ot tlie Confederate States had beem fornusi at

Montgomery. The \drginia Convention, loth to assent to the dissolu-

tion oftlie Lidon, Avas still in solemn deliberation. Butall counsels and
peaceful overtures failed, and the ]>roclamation of President Jiincoln
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callin.i^ for 75,000 men to subdue the seceded Stales Ibreed Ab'r^iuia

with her sisters of the South. The ordinance of secession, wliicli she

passed on the ITtli of Api’il, determined Colonel Lee. To the Jlon.

F. P. Blair, who brought him the tender of the suj)remo command ot

the United States Army, lie rejdied : I look upon secession as an-

archy. If I owned the tour millions ofslaves in the South, I would sac-

rifice them all for the Union. But liow can I draw my sword against
Virginia?'’ On the 20th he resigned his commission and repaired to

Bichmond. Governor Letcher immediately appointed him to the

Command-in-Chief of the Virginia foi-ce, and the ccniventi(m umini-
mously confirmed the nomination. L"pon the ap])caraiice of General
Lee before that bo<ly, on the 25th of A]>ril, its venerable President
John Janiiey glowingly addressed him, thus c<nic]uding:

“ Sir, we have by tliis unanimous vote expressed our conviction
that you are at this day among tlm living citizens of A’ii'ginia, ‘first

in war ’ AVe pray to God most fervently, that y(m may so conduct
the operations committed to your chai’ge that it will soon be said ot

you, that you arc first in peace,’ and when that time comes you will

have earned the still ]>rouder distinction of being ‘ first in the hearts

of your countrymen.’ ”

General Lee thus replied; “ AFr. President and Gentlemen of the
Convention : Profoundly impressed with the solemnity of the occa-

sion, for which, 1 must say, 1 was not ])rcpared, I accept the position

assigned me by your juiidiality. I would have much preierred your
choice had fallen upon an abler man. Tiaisting in Almighty God, an '

approving conscience and the aid of my fellow-citizens, L devote my-
self to the service of my native State, in whose behalf alone will I ever
again draw my sword.” Transferred from the State service to that
of the Confederacy, with the rank of General, his tirst service Avas in

the mountains of Vortlnvest A irginia, Avhei’e Avith inade(|uate forces

he lield the invading column of the enemy in check and I'cstored the

confidence Avhich had been shaken by i-everses in that department.
In the fall of 18G1 he Avas transt'erred to the command of the South
Atlantic States. In AFarch, 18G2, he Avas recalled to A'irginia and
charged “Avith the conductof military operations in the armies of the

Confederacy.” In the l)attles l)etbre Bichmond, Genei'al Jc)seph Iv

Johnston being disabled l)y a Avound on the 31st of Alay at the battle

of Seven Pines, on the 3d of June, 1S(!2, General Lee Avas assigiu'd to

command in ])erson the Army of lAoi-thern AArginia, and ihencc-for-

Avard, as has been recorded in preceding ])ages, to the memortible IMh
day of April, 18(>5, Avheu it tinally laid down its ai-ms at Ap]»omattox
Court House, he remained at its luaid. ’bhen, when all Avas lost save
honor, he unmurmuringly took Ids ]>lace as a modest citizen ot' his

scarred and harrowed Siate, to “abide lu-r Ibrtunes and shai’c \wv
fate.” Befusing numerously ])rotl'cred gratuities and sinecure stations
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whieli wore pressed upon him by lovino- ndmirei’s, he fomel his meet
field ot beuetieeiice in the Presiilency of a time-honored seat of learn-

ing, 'Washington College, Avhieh had its origin in “The Angusia
Academy,” the first classical school in the valley of A'irginia, lounded
in 1741) by Pobert Alexander, a Scotcli-Ii’ish immigriint; and a iMaster

j

of Arts of Trinity College, Dublin. ITider his successor. Rev. John
j

Brown, the Academy was first removed to “Old Providence,’’ and I

again to “ Xew Providence Church,” and just bel’oi'C the Pevoiution, I

for the third time, to Mount Pleasant, near bhiirfield, in the no\c j

county of Bockbridge. In ITTG Pev. William Graham (whose i‘e-
j

mains rest in the clnirch-yard of the venerable St. John's at Pich-
j

raond) ba])tized it as “ Jnlx'rty Hall Academy.” It was now removed,
j

in 1777, to near the old Timlmr Ridge Church; and finally, in ]7s,‘).
j

to Lexington. In 17d(J it was endowed by General Washingtoji with |

one nundi’ed shares of the Old James IPver Com])any, which liad I

been donated him by the Virginia Assembly, and the trustees of the
j

academy, in honor of the illustrious benciactor, rechristened it AVash- I

ington Academy. The Assembly soon alter gave the institution.
|

which it had already incorporated, the name of The College of AVash-
|

ington in Adrginia.” ddie Cincinnati Society,” of A^irginia, on <.lis-
j

solving in 181 J, donated their 1‘und, amounting to nearly 825,tM)0,
|

the college, and, thus endowed, its career onward for quite sevent\
j

years was one of usefulness ami honor. The civil Avar, however, i

brought grievous disaster. The college Avas dismantled, its scientifu.
|

apparatus destroyed, its library sacked, its OAxn-y apartment jiillaged,

and Avith the close of the Aveary struggle, four professors, a liandfiil (>! i

students and the bare buildings. Avere all that remained. I

Accejding the Presidency of the College October 2, 18(15, ho zeal-
|

ously entered ujion its dulies, AN’inning tlie meed of being “the best
\

College President this country has CA'er ])rodiiced,” and magnifying
the college into a universit}^ among the first in honor and intluence I

in the nation. In the litlness of his noble mission. General Lee Avas \

stricken Avith a fatal malady, and sank to rest Octolier 12, 1870.

General Lee married June HO, 18H1, Alary Anne Randolph, born Oc-
tober 1, 1808, died November 5, 1873, daughter of George ^Vashington
Parke and Alary Lee (Pitzhugh) Custis,'!^ of “ Arlington,’’ A’irginia.

•The issue of this blissful union Avas three sons and four daughtei's :

George Wa.shington Parke Custis, son of John Parke and Eleanor (Calvert)
Ciistis, grandson by her first. marriagt‘ witii Daniel Parke Custis of Alartha
Dundridge, and the adopted son of General George Washington, wliom she
married secondly. Daniel Parke Chistis was the son of Colonel John and
Frances (Parke) Custis. His mother was the eldest of the two daughters of
Daniel Parke, Aide to the Duke ot Alarlhorough. Governor of the Leeward I

Islands, etc. The younger daughter, Lucy, married Colonel William Hvrd, of
“Westover.”

I
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i. Georija Washington Custis, Majoi--Geiieral ConfofU'raTo States

Army, sueeoeded his father in the Presidency of A\hishingtoii-

Lee University.

ii. William Ilennj Fitzhugh^ i\rajor-Goneral Confedei-ate Stntes Ar-
my; has been twice inaiaaed, first to Cliarlotte, daiiyiiter ot

AVilliam Fanning AVickhani
;
secoiully, Novenil)ei* 2S, iHiiV, to

Mary Tabb, daughter of (ieorge W. Polling, of Petersburg,
Yirginia. Issue by both marriages.

iii. Robert Flivai'd, Ckiptain Confedei'ate States Army; married
Charlotte (died September 22, JS72j, daughter ot P. Parton
llaxall.

iv. Alary
j
v. Anna (died 1870), vi. Alihlred, and vii, Eleanor Agnes—

died October 15, 1 872.

The remains of General and Mrs. Pee, and of their yoinigest
daughter, rest in a inausolcum anr.ex to the Memorial ('ha])cl erected in

the College grounds by the Lee i\Icmoi-ial Association. 1 n a chamber
directly ovei’ the crypt is the sai-coplmgus and famed ivcumbent
statue of the great chieftain, executed by the sculj>tor \'alentiiie.

HER]'] LEE RESTS.

He lovod not war, but could not w('ll renounce
That fealty to liis native la7id lir.st due —

O, countrymen, there was a soldier once
From instinct brave, hut brave fi'om duty, too!

A great self-mastered spirit, who outvied
The empty pageants which liis age supplied!*******
Lie still in glory, hero of our hearts,

Sleep sweetl}" in thy vaulted chapel grave!
The splendor of the far excelling star departs—

Not so the lustre of the god-like brave!
Thy glory shall not vanish, but increase.

Thou boldest son of war and mildest cliild of peace!

Lie still in glory! j>atient, pruilent, dee])!

O, central form in our immortal strife,

Witli an eternal w<ught of glory, sleep
Within her breast, who gav<; thee name and life!

Lie very still! no more contend with odds!
Transcendent among men—resplendent with the gods!”

TTlO.AtAS JONATHAN JACICSON,

IJEUTENANT-GKNKIlAb CONFKDKU ATK STATUS ARMY,

‘‘A frame of adamant, a soul of fire.”

ddiomas .Tonalhan (Itnown dun'iig the nuamt great civil war by the
sobra/uct ot‘ ‘‘Stonewall

’ ) .lacksnii was horn danuarv 21. Is24, in

CTarksburg, Harrison county, \’ii-ginia. 1 1 is grcat-grandliit her, a na-
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live of England, was an early settlor of the westei-n wilds of Yirginia,

and Edward Ja(d<son, his grandfatln'i-, was surveyor of Lewis voiiiity,

and for some years represented it in the State Assembly. Tln^ son of

the last, Jonathan Jackson, remov('d to ( 'iarksbiirg, wIku-o he studied

and commenced the practice of law witli Ids cousin, Jolni (J. Jackson,
and acquired consideraltle reputation. IFc married Julia, daughter ot

Thomas Xeal,of AVood county, and these were the ])arents of the sub-

ject of the present sketch. Jonathan bc'came pecuniarily embarrassed,
and dying in 1827, left his family ])enniless. His children wu're four i]i

number—two sons and two daughters—Thomas, the youngest, being
oidy three years old. The widow remarried in 18d0, butdi(Hlthe fid-

lowing year of a pulmomuy atfectioii. Thomas was thus doul»ly or-

phaned at the early age of sevtm. Alter living for a time with some
of his relatives in the vicinity of his birth, becoming dissatistied, In*

determined to seek tlie resichmeo of an uncle, Cummins Jackson, the
half-brother of his father, distant eightemi tuiles, which he journeyed
alone and atbot. He was kindly received by his uncle and two
maiden aunts who lived with him. His elder brother Warren was
also an inmate of the lamily. ( 'ummins Jackson Avas a man of vigor-

ous mind, resolute and of vehement passions. He Avas a farmer,

lumber-getter and miller, and slave ownei*. He gave his orpham‘i!

ncphcAvs the adA'antages of schooling A\ hilst Avith him, but the eldest

.

Warren, Avho Avas of a restless dis])osition, ]'>ersuaded Thomas to

accompany him to the home of a ladativo on Lleniuu-hasset Island.

The tAvo lads proceeded doAvn the Ohio river to its mouth and finally

located on a lonely island of the J\1 ississipj>i jiear the southA\nstern

corner of Kentuck*y. tlere they spent the summer alone in a cabin,

earning their living l)y cutting tire-wood lor the river steamers. Our
future hero, thus early, at the age of nine years, learned the life lesson

of self-reliance. Eut the malaria of tlnur field of action overcame tlie

adventurous lads, and becoming enleebled Avith the ague, tlu'V had
fain to return home by the charity of a steamboat cajdain. Tliomas
again made his residence Avith his uncle Cummins Jackson, and by
his kindness received a plain Ihiglisli education. In arithmetic he
surpassed his schoolmates, but in other branclu's he made his Avay
sloAvly, and only by dint of persistent ap]dication. AVhen not at

school lie assisted his umde in the several occupations of the last, a

freipient task being the trans])ortation, Avith an oxen team, of logs

from the forest to the saw-mill. AVhile thus early ami arduously
engaged, his constitution gave signs of Aveakness, and a year oi’ Iavo

later ho sutfered a slight attack of jiaralysis, the clfects of Avhich

gradually Avore away, but he Avas troublecl through life Avith Aveak
digestiAUA organs.

At the ago of sixteen he Avas elected constable of the extensive
county of LcAvis. The duties of this ollice gaA'o him opportunity ti>r

the study of men and cultivated his Avill jiower and self-])ossession.
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3Ie became a daring and skillful rider (though ho continued tlirongli

life an exceedingly iingracetul one) and became very hmd of liorse

racing, a sport to which his nnclo was addicted. Thomas was his fa-

vorite jockey, and it was proverbial among tlie j)cople of the section

that if a horse had ajiy winning qualities in him Toni Jackson
was the rider to bring them out. Thomas, indeed, is traditionally

transmitted as being at this period an ardent frequenter of races,

house-raisings, and country dances. iSTevertheless, he was truthful,

laborious, modest and self-reliant, scorning eveiything base. ]\loreover

ho was ambitious of preferment and insatiably thirsted for knowledge.
In 1842, hearing of a vacancy in the United States IMilitary Academy
at West Point, Thomas Jackson, with his accustomed decision and
energy, made application for the a])pointment, and being cordially

supported by his friends, waited upon the Secretai-y of Yfar, di’cssed

in a suit of homesjuiii, his remaining wardrobe being contained in a
pair of saddle-hags. The Secretary of War, lion. John C. Sj^encer,

was so much pleased with Jackson’s resolute bearing that although
hardly pre])ared to enter the Academy a warrant for ins a])pointment
was ordered to be immediately made out. Young Jackson’s zeal and
purpose found striking exhibition on this occasion. Peing ])ressed by
a friend to remain in Washington l()r a few days to see the objects of

chief interest in that cit^g he declined, urging that as the studies of
the Military Academy were in progress, it was best that he should re-

pair there forthwith. He accordingly contented himself with a hasty
panoramic view of the city from the top of the dome of the ca])itol.

He entered the Military Academy July 1, 1842. In his studies Cadet
Jaclvson made steady progress. In drawing he never became an
ailept; his greatest success being in natural philosojih}^ and ethics.

He was graduated with the usual raide of brevet Second Lieutenant,
July 1, 1846, the seventeenth in grade in a class of tiity-nine memhei's.
Among his classmates were Generals Geoi-ge B. ^IcClellaii, J ohn G.

Poster, Jesse L. Peno, I). N. Couch, Truman Seymour, M. H L.
Simpson, S. H. Sturgis, George Stoneman, Innis A. Palmer, Alfred
Gibbs, George II. Gordon, Frederick iMyers, Joseph X. G. Whistler,
and Nelson II. Davis of the United vStates Army, and Generals John
A. Brown, John Adams, Dabney II. iMaury, D. R. Jones, Cadmus ^l.

Wilcox, Samuel B. Maxey and George E. Pickett of the Confederate
States Army, besides others distinguished in civil life and the walks
of literature. The- war with ]\lexico being then in ]U‘ogress, Lieuten-
ant Jackson had an op]iortunity for immediate service, and was or-

dered to report himself to the PirstPegiment of the Artillery, then at

New Orleans. Proceeding thither, he soon moved with thetnu)])s for

j\Iexico, serving under General Zachary Taylor, until General Win-
gfield Scott took the field, when he was transferred to the command of
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tlic hitter, iris iiiilitjiry Ciireer was dis.tiaynisliod and Ids promotion
rapid, lie was eiiyaged in tlio siege of Vera Cruz, March lJ-20, 1847 :

the battle of Cerro Cord(), A])i-il 17-18; slcirmish of La Iloya, June
|

20; skirmish of Oka Laka, August 16, 1847. Shortly'after tlie battle
j

of Ccrro Gordo, Jackson was assigned to the light Held battery of
j

Captain John B. Magruder. He partici]>ated in the battle of Centre-
j

ras, August 19-20, 1847 and Avas promoted to the rank of First Ideu- i

tenant, and brevettcd Ca])tain August 20 for “ gallant and meritorious

conduct in the battles of Contreras and Churubusco.” In the last

named engagement Magruder’s First Ineutenant, Johnstone, AA'as

killed and Jackson thus became second in command, and took charge
of a section of the battery. He was engaged in the battle of Molino

j

del Bey, September 7 ;
the storming of Chapultcpoc., 8epteml)er 16,

|

1847, Avhei’e for his consjticuous gallantry he Avas brcArntted iMajor, a
j

promotion, it is said, then unprecedejitly rapid. In the battle of Cha-
\

pultepee Jackson Avith his section tbund himself placed unex|)ectedly
|

in the presence of a strong ]\Lexican battery, at so short a range that 1

in a few moments a majority of his horses Avere killed and his pieces
|

nearl}^ unmanned by the tei-rilic storm of grape-shot to AA’hich tliey
|

Avere subjected, AAdiilst scAanity men out of two regiments of infanti-y
|

Avith ditliculty maintained their position in his rear. Genci'al AVorth
j

perceiAu ng the desperate position of Jackson's guns, sent liim Avoi-d to l

retire. He re])lie(l that it Avas more dangerous to Avithdraw his j)ieces
|

than to hold his ])osition. Jlagruder, Avho moAX'd rajndly to the su))- I

port, haAung his horse killed under him as he did so, foimd that Jai'k-
|

son had lifted by iiand a single gun across a deep ditch to a position j

from Avhich it couhl be efieetiAm, and this gun he Avas rapidly loading
j

and tiring Avith the assistance of a Sergeant alone, the I’cmainder of
j

his command being either killed, Avounded or crouching in the ditcli.
|

Another gun Avas now quickly j)ut in ]')Osition, and in a few moments i

the Mexicans Avere driven from their battery, Avhich Avas turned u])On
|

the flying enemy. Yeai*s afterwards, Avhilst a quiet pi-otessor, Avith |

the sohriquet of ‘‘ Old Jack,’’ accorded because of his grave and seri-

ous demeanor— Avhen asked by his ]uipils Avhy he did not run Avhen
his command Avas so disabled, he ])lac‘idly re])lied :

“ I Avas not ordere<l

to do so,” and to the qiuny if he Avas not alarmed Avhen he saAV so

many of his men lidling around him, ansAvered, “Xo
;

” that hi>

only fear Avas lest the (langer Avould not be great enough for him
to distinguisli himself as he (h'sirc'd. Jlajor Jack'son ])articipated

in the closing scene of the Avar, the assault and ca])tiire of the City of
]\rexico, 8epteml)er F>-14, 18-17. He serAusl in garrison at Fort Co-
lumbus, Xew Yorlc, in 1818, in Ih)rt Hamilton, Xcav York', 1849-51,
and in the Florida host ilili(\s against tlie Fmninole 1 ndians in 1851.

The arduous sm-viee he had undeigone impaired Ids naturally dedicate

constitution, and in consetpuMu-e he resigned his commission in the
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“STONEWALI,” JACKSON,

From a portrait said by hie widow to be the beet likeneee of him in existence.
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army February 29, 1852, and returniiiii; to Yirginia, Avas (dectod

Professor of Xatiiral and Ex])crimental Idnloso^diy and Instructor of

Artillery Tactics in tlio Adrginia Yilitaiy Institute at la'xington,

Avhicli position lie usefuily tilled until the lireaking oi'it of our late un-
happy civil war. Immediately after the secession of irginia, April

17, 1861, the Corps of Cadets was ordei-csl to Ivichmond by Covinmor
Letcher. They were inarched thither under the command of Yajor
Jackvson, and stationed tor some time at the State Agricultural Fair
Grounds (converted into a cam]) of instniction, ami cidled Cani]>

Lee”), as drill masters to the troo])s arriving there. Jackson was
now commissioned by Governor Ijctcher, Colonel, and on the 8d of

May, 1861, took command of the small Army of Observation ” sta-

tioned near Harpers Ferry. The prescidbcd limits of this sketch
prevent a detailed account of the glorious career of Colonel Jackson,
and a brief recapitulation must sullice here. Promoted to the rank
of Brigadier-General Jure 17, he encountered the advance of the

Federals under General Patterson at Falling ICaters July 2, checked
him and brought otf without loss fort}'-tivc prisoners. He bore a tlis-

tinguished part in the battle of Bull Bun August 21, where in the
language of the gallant and lamented General Barnard E. Bee lie

“stood like a stone-wall.” October 7th following he was ]>i’omoted

to the rank of Major-General and assigned to the command of the
forces in and around AVinchester, In January, 1862, he conducted an
expedition against Bath and Bomney, which in the Riitfering and ex-

posure to cold Avhich it entailed .surpassed the privations of Valley
Forge of the Bcvolution, It resulted in the capture ofa large quantity
of supplies. March 23, 1862, the battle at Kernstown, with the Federals
under Shields, was fought,which was so Ihr successful as to recall to Win-
chester large bodies of Federal troo])s which had been sent Ifom tlience.

Early in May, 1862, Jackson again assumed the otTensive, and by a

rapid march cutoff a detached ])ody at Frojit Boyal and comj^elled

the Federals under Banks to retreat hastily to the Potomac. From
the quantity of stores massed at AVinchester by Banks and captured
by General Jackson, the former has been deidsively termed “Jack-
son’s Commissary General.” Fi'einont and McDowell aUem]>ted to

cut Jackson oil, but ho succeeded in eluding them by a display of

cnerg3g decision, and fertility of resource, which gained for him tlie

distinction of one of the great commanders in the world’s history.

Hastening his forces to Bichmond, his timely arrival at Gaines iUill

gave the victoiy to the Confederate arms; on the 29th he engaged
I\LcClellan’s rear guard at I'raziers Farm; and July 1st was engaged
at Malvern Hill, llene-xt- movt'd his cor])s against Geiu'ral Po])e,and
on the 9th of August l()ught. tlu^ sanguinary battle of f’edjir Bun
with the Ibrce of Gtmeral Hanks. G^meial 1 ^'e having joined J achson,
the latter was dis])atched, August 2 lth, to gain the ivar of General
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 2G7

Pope, which lie did, capturing at Manassas prisoners, cannon and
stores, Lee canie to Ids siijiport, and on the oOtli was fought ^hc
second battle of iManassas. Jackson took part in tlio invasion ol

Maryland. September 15th, cajitured Harpers Feny with 11,000 prison-

ers, and rejoined Ia'O at Antietam in time to do the severest 'lighting

at that battl(\ October 11, 1802, Jackson was ]>romoted to the rank
of .Lieutenant-General, and Dc'cember IJth following witnessed the
important battle of Frederick'sburg. By Jacks(,)n’s dank movement
at Chancellorsvilie, iMay 2, 18(53, the Eleventh Coi’jisot Hooker’s army
was routed and comjiellcdto fall back, but in the darkness as he re-

turned with his stati to the rear he was fired ujion by his own men
and received wounds fi*om which lie died on Sunday, May 10, 1803.

lie died as became a Christian and a soldier. Siiorliy before he ex-

jiircd, on being told of his hastmiing dissolution, he res]ionded feebly

but firmly: “ good; it is all riglit.’’ A. few moments before he
<lied fie cried out in his delirium: Order A. P. Hill to ]u*epare for

action! pass the infantry to the front laijiidly ! tell ^lajor Hawks—

”

then stopped, leaving the sentence unfinished. .Presently a smile of

ineffable sweetness siiread itseUViver his ]>ale face, and he said quietly
and. with an expi-ession as if of i-elic'f: ‘Hjct us ci'oss over the river

and rest uiuler the shade of the trees and then, wdthout ])ain or the

least struggle, his spirit ])asscd li*om earth to tiie God wdio gave it.

The remains of Stonewall ” Jackson lie in an iin[)retentious gi’ave

at Lexington, Tirgiida. It maybe of interest to nolo that the favorite

war steed of General Jackson, ‘‘Old Sorrel,” lived many years and
was affectionately cared for, an honored pensioner of the Virginia

Militaiy Instilule. Genei’al Jack'son was twice married, first to a

daughter of Pev. George J unkin, 1). D., and secondly to a daughter
of llev. Hr. jMorrison, of Aorth (Jai’olina. A sister of ]Mrs, Jackson
is the wife of Genei’al 3)aniel JI. ]Iill, late Confederate States Army.
<Jnly one child of General Jackson, by his second marriage, survives
—-Miss Julia Jackson— who, with her mother, has been the object

of the most resjiectful attentions throughout this country. The
graciousness of their rece])tion during a visit to l\[assachusetts is

noteworthy, as a genei-ous expression of the people of that State,

and it is held in connection tbcrc'with as a somewhat curious exeni])li-

fication that the most mark(‘d at tent ions were at the hands of the tlum

Chief Magistrate of the State, General Ihmjamin Franklin Butler.

A bronze statue of Gtmcr.al J ackson, exu'cuted by J. H. Foley, \l. A.,

and presented to the State of N’ii'ginia by English admirers ot‘ the

great soldier, stands in tlu*, Capitol gi*ounds at Pidnnond, Virginia.

It is shown in Vob 11. from a special jdiotograph taken for this

work. ]t was unveiled with approj>riate ceremonies, October 20,

1875, Gov. Kemiuir and Ivevx N. J). Hoge,.H. H., delivering addresses.
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MATTHEW FONTAINE MAURY rillLOSOPIlER OF THE SEAS.

In the lineage of IfaUliew Fontaine ]\raury there was coininiugleh

a double strain of the eoiiseientioiis jrngnenot Idoodwith meritorious
Virginia springs, lie was seventh in descent from John de la Fon-
taine, born about loOO in the ])rovinee of Vaine, near 'the hoi-<lers of
Normandy; eomniissioned in the household of Frajieis I., of Fram;e

;

served eontinuously during the reiyns of Henry IF, Francis IT., and
until the second year of Charles IX., when he resigned; martyred as

a Protestant in 15t!d. ITis grandson, .Rev, James Fontaine, ])astor of

the Hnitcd Churches of Yaux and Ih.'van
;
Ixjrn in 1G5S

;
mai'ried A. IF

Boursiquot; tied to Great Britain fi’om religious pei’seculion. His
daughter, Afary Anne, boim in Taunton, England, KJUO, marided in

Dublin, Ireland, in ITIG, T^latthew Haury, a Tliiguenot refugee fdied

in 1752), and they emigrated to A^irginia in 171 H. Their son, .Row
James Alaiiry, born 1717, died 17<i7, a learned and beloved minislc]-

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, marri('d FJizaboth AValicer, of ('>-

timable A^irginia lineage, Tlicir s<'»n, Biohard Alaui-y, mandcMi Diana
Alinor, of worthy descent. They Inid issue idm) children, of Avhom tin;

seventh, and the third son, Avas the suhjeot of this sketclg AlaUlnov
F^ontaine, born IGth of January, 180G, in Sjrotsyl vaitia County, A'ir-

ginia. llis father removed to Tennessee in young Matthew s fourtii

year, and established himself iiear Naslivilhc In his sixteenth year
young Alaiiry entered Ilai’jreth Academy. In 1<S25 he was appointo i

Alidshipman in the TTdtcd States Navy, making his first cniise in the

frigate Brandywine, on the coast of Euro])C and in tlic Aleditci’ranean.

The voyage across the Atlantic was rcndciaM memoraljle by tcmjrcst-

uous weather and the presence of Geneiail Lafayette, a return passen-

ger to France. In 182G Maury Avas transferred to the sloo]) of Avar

AHneennes, for a cruise around tire Avorld. Having ]tassed Avith credit

the usual examination, he Avas appointed, in ISJl, .blaster of the sloop

of war Falmouth, then fitting out for the Pacitie, but Avas sooii ti-an.s-

ferred to the schooner I)ol[iiiin, serA'ing as acting First Eieutenani,

until again transferred to tlie fidgate Potomac, in Avhich he retmmed
to the United States in 1S.‘U. He then pul)lished his lii-st Avork,

liTaun/s Navigation^ Avhich A\ms jido])tcd as a text-book in the navy.
Ho Avas noAV selected as asli-onomer, and oth'rcfl the appointment ol

hydrographer to the cx]doring e.\j)cdiliun to the Soutli Seas, und('r

the command of Lieutenant \Vilk('s, but declimul these positions. In

1837 he Avas promoted to the grade ot Lieutenant, and not long after-

Avards met Avith the ])ainful accident by Avhich 1 k‘ Avas lamed for

life. For several years, unable to pcu-lin-m the active duties of his

])rofession, he devoted his time to iiuMital cultui'c.lo the imprio'ement

of the navA', and to other matters of national conccim. His A*iew>,

forcibly stated, Aveu-e ])ublish(Ml tii-.st and maiidy in the Sonf/irrn Lit-

erary Jl/t’ssc/c/c/’, over tlie n<oi> dr /J/////C of 11 any Blulf, and umhu’ llu*

goneral caption ol '^Scraps Jrom thr Liirhy Hag." To the intlmmceoi
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those essays has boon justly ascribed the great reforms then made in

the navy, as well as the establishment of a naval academy. He also

advocated the estjiblishment of a Jiavy yard at Memjbiis, Tennessee;
which was clone by act of Congress. Under his directions were made,
at that point, b}' Lieutenant J\l arr, the tirst series of observations upon
the tiow of tlie Mississippi. Jle proposed a system of observations
which would enable the observers to give information, by teleg]*a])li,

as to the state of the rivm and its tributaries. He advocated the en-

largement of the Illinois and jMiehigan Canal, that ve.-sels of war
might pass between the gulf and the hdees. He suggested to ('ongress
ettieaeious plans tor the dis])Osition ot the drowned government lands
along the Mississippi. In the interest of commerce, he brought I'or-

Avard and sueecsslidly advocated the “warehousing system.”
In 1842 he Avas appointc<l Superintendent oftho f)ei)(»t of Cliarts and

Instruments, at AVashington. Up to this time the tield in Avhich

Alaury hibored Avas limited to his OAvn country. Placed in a position

Avhieh attorded the means necessary to the full em})loyment of his

])OAvers, lie speedily developed the plans Avhich he had ]»reviously

cherished and so earnestly advocated. The simjde r)e})ot lor Charts
and Instruments Avas transformed into an Observatory. Surrounded
by such men as Fergusson, AAhalker, Hubbard, Collin, Keith, and other
faithful Avorkers, Avhom he inspired Avith his own enthusiasm, he ma<le

the HaAUil Observatory national in its importance and relations to the

astronomical Avorld. This accomplished, he added to those labors of

the astronomer, fruitful of results tor future years, the task of iinraA’-

eling the Avinds and currents of the ocean, and collected from the log-

books of shijis of Avar long stored in the government olHces, and from
all other accessible sources, the material suited to his ])urpose. Py
numerous assistants, it Avas tabulated, and by him discussed, thus
yielding lor the guidance of the mariner on a single I'oute, the com-
bined experience of thousands. Yet JMaiiry's first chart to navigators,

Avith his ncAV route, Avhich he Avas Avont to afterwards delightedly call

his Fair }\\uj io Rio,'' Avas as lirst doubted and declined as being
0])posite to all juwious tending, but its aecuracy being triumphantly
demonstrated by Ca|)tain Jackson, commanding the AV. 11. H. C.

AVright, of Haltimore, the maratime Avorld hastened to acknowledge
the beneliceiu'e conferre<l, and to contribute aid to the speedy and
complete ap})lication of Alaurv’s system to all seas.

AJaury also institute<l the system of deej»-sea sounding, rendering
easy of accomplishment all operations ot that character since under-
taken, and leading directly to the establishment of telegraphic com-
munication bid ween the continents by cable, on the bed of the ocean.

Ill these labors he Avas idfectively assisted hy f'olonel J ohn Al. Prooke
(noAV a ]irofessor in the A'irginia Alilitary Institute), then on duty in

tlie Kaval Uhsei’vatory, and Avhose dee]>-sea sounding apparatus lirst

brought up s[)ecimens, Avhilst it lathomed the dejdhs of tlie ocean.
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But to these iinniediutely practical and beneficial results there was
something to bo added. The investigations, of which they were tlie

first fruits, presented materials for a work to make clear to landsmen
as well as mariners, the wonderful mechanism of the sea, with its cur-

rents and its atmosphere, The Thysical Gcoyraphy' of the Sea,"

which, translated into various huiguages, is an enduring monument
to the genius and usefulness of its autiior. By II unil)oidt, Maury was
declared to be the founder of a new and important science. Tlic

principal ])owers of Europe recognized the value of his services to

mankind. France, Austria, Eussia, Brussia, Benmark, Belgium, Bor-
tugal, Sweden, Sardinia, Holland, Bremen, and the Bapal States, be-

stowed orders of knighthood and other honors, ddie Academies of

Science of Baris, Berlin, Brussels, St. Betersburg and i\Lexico conferred

the honor- of meml)ei‘shi]).

Mheii Yirginia, seceding from the Tfnion, called u])on her sons, he
promptly resigned Ifom the Federal ATavy to take })ai-t in the defense

of his native State, declining, from a sense of duty, highly honortible

positions, winch ho was invited to fill in Bussia ami France severally,

lie was selected as one of the Council of Three a[)]>ointed by the Gov-
ernor of Virginia in the important crisis, and so served until its army
and navy were incorjiorated with those of the Contederacy, when he
was sent abroad by the Southern Government, invested Avith suitalile

powers of provision lor its material naval Avants. ddiis trust he duly
tilled until the close of the Avar.

Then, in anticijmtion of a large emigration from the Southern States

to Mexico, Avith the vieAV of aiding his countrymen there, he Avent

thither. He Avas cordially received by the Emperor Maximilian, Avho
appointed him to a ])laee in his Cabinet. Thence he Avas sent on a

specialmission to Fui-o[)e. The reA’olution terminating his relations Avith

Mexico, he Avas left in straitened circumstances, Avhen he resumed,
as a means of sujijiort, his scientific and literary laboi-s. Hemadeex^-
perimeiital researches in new a]»plication of electricity, in Avhich ho
Avas eminently successful, and ]>repared his ^Manual of Geogra])hy,
subseipiently ])ul)lished in America. 1 luring this ]ieriod the Cniver-
sity of Cambridge conferred on him the degree of FL.D.

;
and the

Emperor of the French invited him to the su])erinteiulency of the
Imperial Observatory at Baris. He ])atriotically ]uvferred to accept
the chair of Idiysiesin the I'l'ryi/iia J/ilitan/ .Institute. AVhilst serving
here, he ]>repared his huest Avork, the Thysical Surrey of Mryinia.

Stricicen Avith a gastric coni[)laint in Octobm’, 1872, he died at Jiox-

ington, A'irginia, February 1, ls7;;. His remains rest bemuith a
monument of native .lames river granite in JIollyAvood Cemetery, near
Eichmond. Commodore Maury married in early life, A n no, (laugh u*r

of Habney and JGizabolli Herndon, of f'rederielcsburg, Adryinia
sister of a devotedly heroic brotherhood). Tlieir issue was lire

daughters and three sons.
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HISTORY OF VIRGINIA.

INTPvODUCTORY.

In tlie study of the history of a commonwealth, be it empire, state or

kingdom, it is necessary that we understand something of the causes

which have acted in producing and advancing, or destroying and retard-

ing, the various institutions—civil and otherwise—of tliat particular com-
monwealth. Then, in order that tlie history of Virginia be |)roperly

understood, it is essential that we examine the causes wiiich led to its

settlement and organization as a State.

In the year 1492 (Christopher Columl)us lifted the veil which hung over

the stormy waters of the Atlantic, and exposed the American continent to

the view of ^yestern Europe. This was the first practical discovery of

America. That the continent was seen by white men as early as the tenth

century, there can no longer remain a doubt. The examination of Ice-

landic records and documents preserved in the archives of the xVntiquarian

Society of Coj)enhagen, by recent historians, ])ut at rest the long-doubted

claim that the Northmen were the first discoverers of America. Even so

great an authority as Humboldt says, after having examined the records,

“T/m discovery of the northern i)cirt of America by the Northmen can not

he disputed

V

A Norse navigator, in the year 98G A. D., while sailing in the Green-
land sea, was caught in a storm and carried westwai’d to tlie coast of

Labrador. Several times the sliore was sighted, but no landing attempted.
The shore was so dillerent from the well-known coast of Greenland that it

was certain that an unknown land was in sight. Upon reaching Green-
land Ilerjulfson, the commander, and his companions told strange stories

ol* the new land seen in the west.

In the year 1001 the actual discovery of the continent was made by
Liei' Erieson, who sailed west from Greenland, and landed on the coast

oi’ America in 41.[° north latitude. It was the spring of the year, and
from tlie luxuriant vegetation that everywhere adorned the coast the North-
men named it Vineland (the land of vines). These advent nr-ers on the
deep continued to visit these shores during the eleventh, twt'ltth and thir-

teenth centuries; it was as late as A. 1). 1047, that the last voyage ol‘ the
Northmen to America was nuule. ^^ays Kidpath: “An event is to be
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weigliecl by its consequences. From the discovery of the western world In-
|

theKorsemen nothinij; whatever resulted. The Icelanders themselves for-
|

got the place and the very name of Vineland.” Europe never heard of
j

such a land or such a discovery. The curtain was again stretched from
j

sky to sea, and the New World lay hidden in its shadows.
|

He that was to announce to Pmirope the existence of the American con-
|

tinent was to come Irom the classic land of Italy, and the sunny land of
|

Spain,—the country under Avhose j^atronage the discovery was to be made.
j

Christopher Columbus was the name of him v/hose discoveries, considered
;

in all their bearings upon human history, are the grandest recorded in the
|

annals of the world. A name around Avhich, as time rolls away, will
j

gather the wreaths of imperishable fame.
|

No sooner had the existence of a trans-Atlantic continent been made
\

known than all nations from Scandinavia to tlie Strait of Gibraltar be- I

came frenzied with excitement. A new world, as it were, was to be added
j

to the old. Monarchs, discoverers and adventurers at once rushed for-
j

ward in quest of the “ Eldorado” to be found somewhere beyond the west-

ern seas.

Spain at once prepared for the conquest of her newly acquired posses-

sions, and with a series of splendid triumphs in the south, the civilization |

of the Incas and IMontezumas perished from the earth. France was not 1

slow to profit by the discoveries of Columbus. Far away, hundreds of
|

miles toward the Arctic Circle, she took possession of the country lying
j

along the St. Lawrence and around Lake Champlain, and hastened t(.)
|

plant colonies in the same. Between the Spanish possessions on the south

and those of France on the north, lay a territory extending from the

thirty-fourth to sixty-eighth parallels of north latitude, and from the

Atlantic on the east to the Pacific on the west. England laid claim to all \

this region, and based that claim upon the discoveries of John and Se-
j

bastian Cabot, who were the first to exjdore the eastern coast of Amer-
|

ica, they having sailed frojn Salvador to the Capes of Virginia as early as
\

the year 1498. Nearly an hundred years had ])assed away, and no perma-
nent settlement had been made in all this vast domain. From the ever-

glades of Flm-ida to the [)ine-clad hills of Nova Scotia, no white man had
ever landed on these shores. It was in the year 1583 that a young noble-

man, whose life and tragic death were to become familiar to every student

of English history, iirst appeared at the .English court—it was none other
than Sir Walter lialeigh, an English gallant, who had taken part in

the French Proti'stant wars, and who now appeared at the British court

to make ap})lication for assistance in fitting out an ex])cdition for the})ur-

pose of })lanting a colony in North Ameiaca. He ho}K‘d thus to prevent
the Spanish monarchy and the equally intolerant French court from gain-

ing possession of tlu‘ entire continent to the exclusion of England and lu'r

interests. Queen Elizabeth was then upon the British throne. Kaleigh
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was young, rich, handsome and fascinating in his address. He .soon

became a great flivorite of the maiden queen, and she gave him a com-
mission making him lord of all the continent of North America lying

between Florida and Canada.
The whole of that part of the continent claimed by Great Britain witli-

out any well defined boundaries, was called Virginia, in honor ol' the

virgin queen. Two ships were sent out to make discoveries. They were
commanded by experienced officers, and sailed from London in April,

1584, and in July reached the coast of North Carolina, on which a landii a

was effected. Here they remained until September, when tliey returned

to England, and gave such a glowing description of the country which

they had visited, that seven ships were immediately fitted out, conveying
one hundred and eighty men, who sailed as colonists to the New’^ World.
As the ships neared the Carolina coast, they came within sight of the

beautiful island of Koanoke. Charmed with the climate, with the friend-

liness of the natives, and with the majestic growth of the fore.st trees, far

surpas.sing anything they had seen in the Old World, they decided to locate

on this island. IMost of the colonists were men unaccustomed to work, and
W'ho expected that in some unknown way, in the New World, wealth would
flow in upon them like a flood. Not realizing their fond hope, they became
disheartened, and when the supply ships arrived bringing abundant sii])-

plies, they crowded on board and returned to England. Fifteen, however,

consented to remain and await the arrival of fresh colonists from the

mother country.

In the year 1587 Kaleigh sent out another fleet, carrying a number c»f

families destined to augment the Koanoke colony, but when they anlved,

no trace of the fifteen men who remained on the island could be found,

tliey having been murdered by the Indians, and it was oidy by the promise

of the commander to hasten back to England and return with reinforce-

ments that they could be prevailed u])on to remain upon the island.

Shortly after the fleet sailed on the homeward vo}'age an event occuri-od

which is worthy of note in a history of this country. This was no less

than the birth of the first white child in North America. The child was
the daughter of Ananias and Eleanor Dare. She was christened “Vir-
ginia,” in honor of their adopted country. She was born August 18ih,

1587. Her fate is involved in the m ystery which enshrouds the fate of the

entire colony. Scarcely had the slups returned to Europe when a w:ir

broke out between England and Spain, and the “ Island Empire” brought

every available force to bear upon her powerful rival, both on land and

sea. The invincible Armada had to be overcome and the safetyof Eng-
land secured, before Kaleigh could send aid to his colony on Koanoke. Jt

was 1590 when the ve.s.sels were dispatched, and when they arrived at the

island the commander was alarmed to find that the colony had ibrevei*

clisapj)earcd. What their fate was must ever remain a profound mystery.
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That they all fell victims to savage ferocity is most probable. Some
writers have indulged the idea that they were merged into the tribe of

Tuscarora Indians; but while humanity may dictate such a hope, “cre-
dulity must entertain a doubt of the hypothesis.” This was tlie last attempt
of the noble Raleigh to colonize America. Thus he saw the cherished

hope of his life a signal failure. Soon after, an ignominious death upon
the scaffold put an end to all his ambitions.

THE ABORIGINES OF AMERICA.

With the discovery of America were discovered the Indians inhabiting

the continent—nations having an imvv-ritten history. Who the first inhab-

itants were we do not know; for all the ae:cs through whioh the New
World

1
>asscd, prior to its discovery by Columbus, are destitute of history

and chronology. But that a race, far superior to the Iiidians, once existed

on this continent, there can not be the least doubt. From the Atlantic on
the east to the Pacific on the west, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf, in

every portion of the continent, we trace them by their vast monumental
ruins, rivaling in magnitude those of the eastern continent. Here they

built cities which may have flourished Avhile the Pyramids were being
built, or they may have been in ruins when Cleopatra’s needle was being

fashioned. But who were they? What their origin and what their fate?

Alas! we shall never know. Contemporary history furnislies no aid, for

they were isolated from all the world beside. Tliey have disappeared from
the earth with not a vestige of history left behind them.

^^Antiquity api)ears to have begun.
Long after their primeval race was run.” Campbell.

Whether they were the ancestors of the Indians is a question
;

it is not

probable that they were. Perhaps no problem has ever attracted so much
attention from historians and scientists as that of the origin of the Amer-
ican Indians.

Hundreds of thousands of individuals existing in all the various stages

of society, from the lowest stage of barbarism to that of‘ the half-civilized

state, were found roaming over the vast domain of both the Americas.
They were altogether ignorant of the country from which their ancestors

had come, and of the period at which they had been transplanted to tlie

New World; and although there were traditions among them seeming to

cast some light U})on those subjects, yet when thoroughly investigated

they tended rather to bewilder than to lead to any satisfactoiy coticlusions
;

and the origin of these nations has ever lu'en a subject of eurious sjh'CU-

lation among the l('anu‘d. Conjectun* lias succeeded conjecture, hypoth-
esis has yielded to hypothesis, as wave recedes before wave

;
still it remains

involved in a labyrinth of inexplicable ditliculties, from whicb the most
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ingenious minds will perhaps never be able to free it. Of the uuuiv

theories which have been advanced, we select the following:

Gregoria Gracia, one of the first missionaries in INIexico, after long a-
sociatlon with them, has formed the oj)inioii that they are the descein!

'

ants of many nations, and therefore thinks it absurd to attempt to tracv

their origin to any one nation.

John De Laet, a celebrated Flemish writer, maintains that America
received its first inhabitants Irom Scythia. “The resemblance” of th-

North American Indians, in features, complexion, customs, and mode ot'

life is more nearly like those of the ancient Scythians than any other

nation.

Moreaz, in his history of Brazil, says that the continent was certainly

peopled by the ancient Carthagenians.

George Huron, like Laet, supposes that the primitive American colo-

nies were Scythian, but is of opinion that the Phamicians and Carthage-

nians subsequently reached the continent, and still later that the Chine-e

and other eastern peo])les reached these shoi-es, either voluntarily or have j

been driven on the coast l)v tempests. He thus accounts for the difference

existing among the numei-ous tribes.

Charlevoix is clearly of tlie opinion that they are of Tartar extrac-

tion, and Adair says he has been forced to believe that they have de-

scended directly from the Israelites.

Major Carver, who was an officer in the Provincial army, supports tlu'

theory that they have descended from the Tartars and Chinese. He is the

first writer, with whose writings the author is acquainted, to maintain the

theory that they reached America by way of Behrings Straits, a theor}

since advocated by ^fr. Jeflerson and many others. 1

Dr. Kobertson, the a1)le philologist, traces their origin to the Tartars.
j

by a similai-ity of language. He says that many of the names of Ameri-
]

can chieftains are of Tartar origin, for instance: Tartarax, who formerly

reigned in Quiavira, means the Tartar; IManew, the founder of the Porn- i

vian empire, most })robably came from the Manchcw Tartars
;
Montczinna.

the title of the ^Mexican emperors, is of Scythian origin, for according to

some authors, it was the a}q)ellation of the ^Scythian chieftains. But tlu'

most recent of all is that of IMr. AVallace, who claims that thev are the

remains of the inhabitants of a great Pacific continent now submerged,
and that they escaped to America at the time of the subsidence of their

native continent. In ojiposition to this theorv Bev. AVyatt Gill, f'or many
years a missionary to the Hervey Islands, Polynesia, declares that there

is not the least resemblance' in feature, complexion, mode of life or lan-

guage existing between the JSouth Sea Islanders and the Indians of Norl h

America.
Then, among this maze of theories are we nearer a solution of the

vexed problem than we were before a solution had been att('mpted?
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That they came from Europe is altogether improbable
;
that they are

descended from the Israelites has little or nothing to support it, ^vhilst

it is highly probable that they are descended from some of the tribes of

Southern Asia.

That they are the descendants of the ancient Scythians, seems to the

author to be the most probal)le. The following facts appear to be almost

conclusive

:

First. Both the Scythians and Indians belong to the Ganoivanian, or

bow-and-arrow family of men. It will be remembered by those who claim

them to be the descendants of the tribes of oSiorth-eastern Asia, that those

tribes are spearmen.
Second. The Scythians wandered over a Avide extent of country, but

not tilling it, they claimed no property in land
;

the Indians did the

same, and both held in abhorrence and scorn the confinement of a fixed

habitation.

Third. The entire absence of anything like a fixed system of knv, ex-

cept that the strictest honesty characterized both.

Fourth. The dress of both was similar, being made from the skins of

the animals belonging to the fiuina of their respective countries.

Fifth. War Avas the delight of both, and mercy and humanity Avere

alien to their Avarfare.

Sixth. Mounds, or tumuli, Avhich constitute the remains of the earliest

inhabitants of America, are found noAvhere in Asia except in ancient

Scythia, beyond the Indus. Herodotus, “ the father of history,” says

the Scythians threw earth upon the tombs of their deceased relatives

until they resembled a high mound or artificial mountain.

Seventh. The same author informs us that the Scythians Avere the only

people of antiquity Avho practiced the barbarous custom of scaljhng

their enemies, a custom universally practiced by the Indians of North
America.

Eighth. The Scythians AA’ere divided into tribes, just as the Indians

Avere.

Ninth. The similarity that (according to Dr. Robertson) exists betAveen

many Avords in use by both.

Tenth. The fact that they Avere thoroughly acquainted Avith the archi-

tecture of Southern and Western Asia is fully attested by the ruined

structures of IMexico and Central America.
From the foregoing it would seem that the evidence is largely in

favor of the claim tliat the Indians of Nortli America are the descei d-

ants of the ancient Scythians. ^Chat the labors of archaeological socie-

ties and the researches of antiquarian societies may dcATloj) upon the

subject, remains yet to l)e seen. It is doubtful, hoAvever, Avhether a
satisfactory solution of the mysterious problem Avill ever be reached.

Such Avere the inliabilants of the New World, Avho for two hundred
years disputed tlie possession of this country witli the Anglo-Saxon, but
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who have been driven l)efore tlie march of civilization to the western

confines of the continent, where their final extinction as a race is only a

question of time.

SETTLEMENT AT JAMESTOAVN.

We have not space, in a work of this character, to notice in detail

that interesting portion of liistory known as the Period of Voyage and
Discovery. The Avorld was ready for great events. With the fifteenth

century came the revival of learning in Europe : Copernicus had syston-

atized the universe
;
Vasco de Gama had doubled the Cape of Good

Hope, and Portuguese navigators were steering their ships over Indian

seas. The Turks had entered Europe and made Constantinople the

cay)ital of the Mohammedan Avorld ; Amerigo Vespucci’s first account

of the Western World had l}cen published and eagerly read all over

Europe; Grecian scholars had “crossed the Alps” and laid the founda-

tion for that intellectual development which was to dispel the darkness

and gloom that had enshrouded Europe during the long centuries of the

Dark Age.s. The prijiting press came just in time to supply the demand
which the thirst for knowledge had created, and novr the next great

event in the world’s history tvas to be the tbunding of a permanent
English settlement in the New World.
One hundred and fifteen years had passed away since the discovery, and

it Avas noAV the year 1606. In that year James L, Avho had succeeded his

cousin Elizabeth on the English throne, granted to a company of Avealthy

London merchants a patent for all that part of the American continent

lying betAveen the thirty-fifth and fortieth degrees of north latitude.

The London Company, as the corporation Avas styled, had, as the efiect

of its creation, the founding of a colony on the Atlantic coast of Vir-

ginia. An expedition Avas at once fitted out, and one hundred and five

colonists bade adieu to the shores of the Old World to find a home on
the shores of the Ncav. On the 26th day of April, 1607, they reached

the entrance to Chcsa})eake Bay, and to the points on either side they

gaA^e the names of Charles and Henry, in honor of the sons of King
James. Further Avithin the bay, on another })oint, they l)estoAved the

name of Point C’omfort, because of the comfortable anchorage tliey found
there. Cajhain Christopher NeAvport, an experienced navigator, steered

them up a beautiful riA’er Avhich, in honor of the king, they called

James river. Tiie voyage Avas continued up the iIati* about fifty miles,

AA'lien they landed. May loth, began the erection of houses, and »Iames-

town Avas founded. A distinguislied liistorian has said, “This is the

most important event recordeil in })rofane history.” Here Avas planted

the germ from Avliich Avas to sjAring tlie grandest republic the Avorld has
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seen. Here on tlie banks of the flames had landed the men 'svho were
destined to light a lamp of liberty which all the tyranny of after ages
could not extinguish.

THE BEGINNING.

Of the one hundred and five colonists who came to Virginia, more
than half are classed as “gentlemen,” and the remainder as laborers,

tradesmen and mechanics. IMaiiy of them probably had been unaccus-

tomed to labor, strangers to toil, and improvident. ^Such were the found-

ers of the first American States. From that beginning came the Vir-

ginias of after times.

The London Company had pre])ared a form of government for the

colony before the departure from England. This code of haws was put

in a box, sealed and hidden until the arrival in Virginia, when it was
to be opened and the government established according to its provisioi's.

By it all ])Ower Avas vested in a body of seven councilors, whose nanies

were as follows: JLrtholomew Gosnold, the navigator John Sndth,

Edward Wingfadd, Criristo])her Newport, John Ilatcliile, John iMartiii

and George Kendall. At their first meeting Edward Wingfield was
chosen president

;
in other words, the iirst governor of Virginia. This

was the beginning of civil government in America.
While most of the colonists engaged in felling the forest, building

cabins and erecting a fort for protection against the savages. Captains

Newport and Smith decided to explore the country, and accordingly

sailed up the James river as fiir as the falls of that river, when they

paid a visit to Powhatan, king of the Indians in these ])arts. Here, just

below the falls, near the ])resent site of the city of Kichmond, was the

capital of him whose word was absolute law to the savage nations over

which no civil code could ever have exerted the least intluence. This

monarch of the forest received the foreigners with courtesy, and mani-
fested no uneasiness at tlieir intrusion. After a short stay the })arty re-

turned to Jamestown, and Newport sailed for England. Shortly after

his departure the colonists began to realize their true condition. Tiiey

were three thousand miles from home and friends, upon an unknown
shore, surrounded by wild beasts and wilder men, subject to pestilential

diseases over which their [)hysicians had no control, and added to this

were civil dissensions. These resulted in the displacement of \Vingfield in

the Ojiice of presidimt, and the dej)osing, imprisonment, and finally tlu'

execution of Kendall. Newport was in England, and Ihitclifie, l\Iartin

and Smith were the only i-canaining nu‘nd)ers of the council. KatcliiU'

was chosen presichait, but being a man of mfither courage nor ability, he

voluntarily resigmal an office which he was incom]>etent to fill. Smith
and iMartin alone were left, ddu' latter eh'cted tlie former ])resident,

and for (lu‘ first time not the h'ast opposition was manilested .toward
the new administialion.
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH,

Who, by his efficient management oi' the affairs of the colony, won tlie

title of “The Father of Virginia,” was a soldier, a traveler, and a
|

statesman. Ills life is one filled with adventure and daring exploit.
\

He was born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1579, and was early appren-
|

ticed to a merchant
;
but at the age of fifteen he left his master and \

went to Holland, served awhile in the Dutch army, then found his way
j

to Austria, jdiere he enlisted under the flag of that country and en-
|

gaged in a war with the Turks. He was, at length, wounded, taken
|

prisoner, and after his recovery he was carried to Consiantinople, where
\

he was sold as a slave and taken to the Crimea, in Russia, and subjected
]

to the severest treatment and his life rendered a burden. From such
j

abject slavery he determined to escape. An opportunity soon presented

itself. He vras engaged in threshing wheat about three miles from
j

home, where his master visited him once a day. Smith watched his
j

opportunity and dispatched him with a Hail
;

hid his body in the straw,
j

mounted his horse and fled into the woods. After many days’ wander-
|

ing he found his way into Poland, thence he traveled through Germany,
France and Spain to i\Iorocco, in Xorthern Africa, where he remained

|

some time, then set out for England, where he arrived just as the ex-
|

pedition was fitting out to colonize the new continent of America. lie
j

immediately attached himself to the expedition and sailed for Virginia, \

where he afterward displayed those high qualities of statesmanship which
secured the permanency of the colony.

At the time that Smith began his administration the colony was on
the verge of ruin. Already disease had carried off one-half of the settlers, >

among wliom was Gosnold, a member of the council and one of tlie l>est

men in it, and had not the early frosts of winter put a stop to the rav-

ages of the pestilence, not one would have survived to tell the fate of the i

colony. With the disappearance of disease and the better administra-

tion of Smith, everything began to show signs of improvement. One of

the first acts of the new management was to begin the erection of better

buildings; the fortiiicatioii was strengthened, a store-house devised, and
other preparations made for the winter. The great object now was to

secure a stock of provisions for the ensuing winter. The Indians had
grown a plentiful harvest, but to secure a portion of it was no easy task,

ornith, however, determined to undertake it, and in company with five

companioiK lie descended the dames river as far as Hampton Roads, where
he landed, and went boldly among the natives, oflering to exchange
hatchets and coin for corn

;
but the savages only laughed at the }iro-

posal, and mocked the strangt'rs by olfering a piece of bread for Smith’s

sword and musket. Smith, ever determined to succeed in every under-
taking, abandoned the idea of barter and resolved to fight. He ordereil

his men to fire among the .savagi's, who ran howling into the woods, Icav
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CAPT. JOHN SMITH,

After the original in his “General His-

torie,” edition of 1G29.
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ing tlieir wigwams, filled with coni, to the mercy of the English, not a

grain of which was touched until the Indians returned. In a short time

sixty or seventy painted warriors, at the head of whom marched a priest

bearing an idol, appeared and made a furious attack. The English a

second time opened tire, made a rush, drove the savages back, and cajit-

iired their idol. The Indians, v/hen they saw their deity in the posses-

sion of the English, sent the priest to humbly beg for its return, but

Smith stood firm, with his musket acro.ss the prostrate image, and dic-

tated the only terms upon which he would surrender it, viz : that six

unarmed Indians should come forth and load his boat with corn. The
terms were acceded to, the idol given u]), and Smitli and his party

returned to Jamestown with a boat-load of su]iplies.

Smith could not remain long inactive. Xo sooner had he seen the col-

ony in tolerable condition for this, its first winter in the Xcvv’ World,
than he, in company with six Englishmen and two Indians, embarked in

the pinnace and sailed up the Chickahoniiny river. The ojiinion prevailed

at Jamestown, and also with the London Company, that by proceeding

up this stream it was possible to reach the Pacific Ocean, then called the

South Sea. Smith knew the utter absurdity of such an opinion, liut

humored it for the purpose of gratifying his desire for making explora-

tions. He ascended the river as far as possible in the pinnace, then

leaving it, as he thought, in a safe place, he left it in the care of four

Englishmen, and with the remainder of the party the journey v;as con-

tinued in a canoe, and when they could proceed no further in it. Smith
traveled on foot with only an Indian guide. The men left Avith the pin-

nace disobeyed orders, went on shore, and one of them fell into the

hands of the Indians, who learned from him the direction in Avhich the

captain had gone. Pursuit was made at once, but A\’hcn they came uji

Avith him they found that he Avas no easy prey. He defended liimself so

bravely that they dared not approach him until he fell into a swamp,
Avhere he Avas at length forced to surrender. His cajitors cari'ied him
before their chief, who received him Avith all the pomp and ceremony
known at a saAmge court. A. long consultation was held to determine
the fate of the distinguished ])risoner, and it seemed that the death angel

which luid hov’^cred around him all along his journey of life Avas about
to claim the victory. The consultation terminated unfavorably; the

executioners rushed forward and dragged tlu'ir prisoner to a large stone

111)011 Avhich it had been decitled his head should be crushed. The aAvful

moment was come; the club Avas raised that Avas to dash out his brains,

and thus end his toils and dijHculties, and with them the hope of Vir-

ginia. But an advocate appeared as unexpectedly as Avould have been
an angel just descended from lu'aven, to ask his release. It was none
otlier than Pocahontas, the chieftain’s own favorite daughter, who
stepped forth and begged that the prisoner might be spared, and Avhen
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she found her entreaties unavailinp:, she seized his head and placed it

beneath her own to protect it from the fatal blow. Powhatan couhl not

resist the pleadings of his favorite child, and yielded to her wislies.

Smith was released and allowed to live. In a few days he concluded a
bargain with the old chief by which he was to receive a large tract of

country in exchange for two cannon and a grindstone, which he was to

send back from Jamestown by the Indians who accompanied him home.
When they arrived at Jamestown, Smith, under pretext of instructing the

Indians in the use of the cannon, discharged tliem into the trees, at which
the savages were so frightened that they would have nothing to do with
them. The grindstone was so heavy that they could not carry it, so they
returned with a quantity of trinkets instead.

RETURN OF NEWPORT.

During the winter and spring the little colony had not been forgotten

by the company in England. iSTewport, soon after his arilval in Lon-
don, was again dis})atched to America in com])any with another vessel

commanded by Francis Aelson, both vessels freiglited with everything

which could be necessary for either the colony or the crew. Newport
arrived in safety, but Nelson, when neiiring the capes, was caught in

a storm and driven so far out to sea, that he was forced to ]tut into the

W est Indies, where he made the necessary repaii’s, and then reached
his destination. Smith and Newport decided to again visit Powhatan,
who received them in the same dignified mnnner as on the previous oc-

casion
;
and during the conference the chieftain exhibited so much

diplomatic skill that he was on the eve of closing a bargain with New-
port which would have been very disadvantageous to the colony

;
but

Smith prevented the transaction by passing some blue bends before the

eyes of the monarch; and by placing great value upon them, and im-

pressing him with the tact that they were only worn by the greatest per-

sonages, succeeded in exchanging a pound or two of them for about
seven hundred bushels of corn. But no sooner had they returned to

Jamestown with this new su}>])ly to their former stock, than, as is gen-

erally the case with ill-gotten gains, a fire broke out and consumed the

greater })art of it, together with a number of their cabins and some arms
and bedding.

But this was not all
;
Newport, instead of returning to England

immediately, remained fourteen Aveeks at Jamestown, consuming the

provisions that he should have left for the defenseless and helpless

colony after his departure. His delay Avas occasioned by the fact that

he had brought over Avith him several refiners of gold Avho had discoA’'-

ered some glittering earth near JamestoAvn. Avhich they ]>ronounced
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gold. All the available force ^vas engaged in loading the ship with

this worthless clay. The idea prevailed to such an extent that Smitli

says there was no talk, no hope, nf> work, hut dig gold, wash gold,

refine gold, load gold. The cargo was at last completed,' and Newport
sailed for London. When the Phoenix, the vessel of Captain Nelson,

was to be loaded. Smith, instead of permitting it to be freighted

with “fools’ gold,” fitted her out with a cargo of cedar timber.

This was the first valuable shipment made from Virginia to Eng-
land.

Smith accompanied the Phoenix as far as the capes, taking fourteen

men with him and two open boats, which were to be used in carrying

out his long cherished design of exploring the Chesapeake. In this

work nearly three months were consumed, and three thousand miles

of coast and river were explored and accurately majiped. The map of

the Chesapeake Bay made by Smith at this time is still preserved, ami
is a marvel of exactness. It is the original upon which all subsequeni
descriptions have been based.

VIRGINIA UNDER THE SECOND CHARTER.

It was on the 23d day of jNIay, 1309, that King James revoked tlie

first charter of the London Company, and at the same time granted a

new one by which the government was completely changed. The new
patent included all the country lying between the mouth of the Ca]ie

Fear river on the south and that of the Hudson on the north, the

Atlantic on the east and an undefined boundary on the west. The
company was permitted to choose its own councilors, and they in turn

were to select tlie governor. Lord Delaware was chosen to this high

position for life. The British government now began to dream ol‘ a

flourishing empire in the west, which should be tributary to the parent

one then ra])idly rising to the first place among the nations of Euro])e,

and accordingly surrounded Delaware with stately officers whose high-

sounding titles would indicate that they were the dignitaries of an opu-

lent kingdom, instead of a half-starved colony on tlie distant shores of

Virginia. Sir Tliomas Gates was commissioned lieutenant-general
;

Sir

George Somers, admiral; Christojiher New])ort, vice-admiral; Sir

Thomas Dale, high marshal; Sir Fernando AVainman, master of cav-

alry, and a. long list of others (Minstituted the royal establishment. But
the long array of tith'd nobility was not without its effi'ct upon the fut-

ure of A^irginia. Five hiimlred emigrants were speedily collected, and
in June a fleet of lune vessels sailed for .Jamestown. The gentlemen
composing the new govern nu'nt sailed in the Sea A’^ulture, the largest

vessel in the fleet. AVhen m'aringthe capes of Virginia a fearful storm
was encountereil. One small vessel was lost, and the Sea Vulture was
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<lriven far to sea, and finally stranded upon the rocks of the Bahamas,
and did not reach Jamestown till April of the next year. The other

vessels outrode the storm and reached their destination. When the

news of the appearance of so large a fleet in the bay was received, it

was thought to be a part of the Spanish navy, the object of which was the

conquest of the colony. Everything was put in a state of defense

against the supposed enemy. Smith had, in the meantime, by his kind-

ness, won the good will of the Indians, and hundreds of them now
responded to his call, and joined in defense against the supposed inva-

sion. Fear was, however, soon changed to rejoicing; the supposed enemy
proved to be friends. The emigrants having landed, elected Captain
Francis AVest (the brother of Lord Delaware), temporary president,

the council being all dead save Smith; but he obtaining the sympathy
of the sailors, refused to surrender the government of the colony. For
the sake of health, to avoid dissension between the old and newly arrived

colonists, and for trading with the Indians, Smith decided to establish

two new’ settlements, and accordingly selected a company of the best

men, placed them under command of Francis AVest, and sent them to

the falls of the James, there to ei’ect cabins and establish a permanent
settlement. He then placed another company under Martin and dis-

patched them to a place called Xanseinond, with the same object in

view. Martin exhibited his imbecility by making an attack upon the

i\atives in his immediate vicinity, and' then by his cowardice and care-

lessness permitted them to return, attack his position and kill and
W’ound a number of his men. He then sent to Jamestowm for reinforce-

ments, and w’hen they arrived, set a limit to his own management by
leaving his men to their fate and going to Jamestowm, wdtere he remained
cow’ering under Smith’s denunciations of his }'>erlidy and cowardice.

The president not hearing of his colony at the fills, determined to ])ay

it a visit
;
and upon his arrival found that AATst had selected, as the

site of the projected town, a location subject to inundation and many
other disadvantages. He offered to purchase from Powhatan tlu' site

upon which the city of Richmond now stands, but the restless advent-

urers, dreaming of rich gold fields further up the river, refused the offer,

desj)ising alike the presuhmfs kindness and authority. But Smith was
born to rule. AVith five of his own men he rushed boldly into the midst of

the mutineers, and arrested the ringleaders of tiie 0})position, but a hun-

dred infuriated imm gathered around him and conq)elled him to release

the prisoners. He eseaj)ed to the sujiply-ship whi(di lay at the foot of

the falls, and being supported by the sailors, he here spent nine days in

making every etfu’t to cou(*iliate the turbulent spirits who were in a

fren/.y of excitement over tlu' “ guihh'd hopes of the South Sea mines,”

but all in vain. I)iscourag(Hl and well-nigh exhausted. Smith set out

on his return to Jamestown, but no sooner had lie departed than the

Indians attacked those left behind. Those of the terrified wretches w ho
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escaped fled to Smith, whose boat had grounded on an island above
Jamestown. Here the disturbers were again arrested. The president

returned to tlie falls, satisfied tlie demands of the savages, and left all

again under the care of West, who listened to the deceitful statements

of the j)risoners and released them. Thus Smith again saw his authority

set at defiance, and for the last time left the falls of tlie James. His
work was nearly completed. On the journey down the river his powder
flask exploded while he was sleeping and tore the flesh from his body in

a frightful manner. Crazed with pain, he threw himself into the river

to cool the burning sensation, and was nearly drowned before his com-
panions could rescue him. Nearly one hundred miles lay Itetween him
and the only surgeon, Dr. Kussell, in Virginia, and to him he must go
before his wounds could be dressed. In this pitiable condition he arrived

at Jamestown, where Ratcliife and Archer were then on trial on a

charge of treason, and, fearing his evidence, they hired an assassin to

murder him; but when the fiend saw the pitiable condition of his in-

tended victim, his heart failed him and he was unable to fire the fatal

shot. The term of Smith having expired. Captain George Percy, a

younger brother of the Earl of Northumberland, was elected presideiit,

and Smith, in September, 1609, sailed for England, never to return

again to the scenes of his toils and sufferings. xVn eventful life was
rapidly drawing to its close. “The Father of Virginia,” the benefactor

of his country and his race, he who had faitlifully discharged every

duty imposed u})on him, was yet to feel the sting of base ingratitude.

Those whose interests he had best feerved were the first to condemn his

actions. Like Columbus, Boone, Robert Harris, and a host of others

whose lives were to be known, their labors a}>preciated, and names hon-

ored by succeeding generations, liis name has become the most celebrated

that appears in the early history of America. Truly has it been said

that great men are never known by the generation in which they live.

THE STARVING TLME.

At the time Smith left Jamestown, there were four hundred and
ninety-three persons in the colony, all well sheltered and supplied; but
the master spirit was gone, and soon anarchy ruled supreme. Such was
the inactivity, })rofligacy, recklessness and insubordination, that l)y the

approach of early winter tliey were confronted with starvation. In

addition, the Indians determined u{)on the utter extinction of tlie col-

ony, and hung upon the outskirts of the settlements, burning houses

and murdering all who were so unfortunate as to fall into their hands.

Then a pestilence broke out, and the fatality was
,

so great that by the

return of the s})ring of 1610, there remained but sixty persons alive in
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ROBERT BOLLING,

I
The husband of Jane Kolfe, the grand-dau,G;hter of

Pocahontas.

From the original in the possei^sion of the Bolling family.
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the colony, and they must have perished had not assistance readied

them. But just as the last ray of hope was yiehling to despair, Sir

Thomas Gates and his crew, who had been wrecked in the AVest Indies,

arrived at Jamestown; but what must have been tlieir feeliiias, when,
instead of findin^^ the colony in a happy and pros])erous condition, they

met only a few famished wretches begging for bread! Gates supplied

their wants from his store-ship and assumed the government.

JAMESTOWN ABANDONED.

The few survivors had, however, resolved to abandon Jamestown at

the first opportunity, aiul thus forever bid adieu to a [ilace which prom-
ised nothing but death. In vain did the governor remonstrate. Four
pinnaces lay at anchor in the river. It was the intention to sail for

Newfoundland, and there the remnant of the Virginia colony should

remain among the fishermen until some vessel would carry them to

England. Tims, the efibrts of the London Company, ns had those of

lialeigh and Gosnold before, ended in failure. The colonists crowded oji

board the pinnaces, and on the 8th of June dropped down the rivei .

But Lord Delaware was already within the hay, and ere the disheartened

colonists had reached the mouth of the James, his ships hove in sight,

bearing new emigrants, plentiful supplies, and a governor who gave a

promise of better things. The hitherto discouraged but now rejoicing

colonists were taken on board and all returned to the deserted village,

where, before nightfall, all was happiness and contentment.

Lord Delaware’s administration Avas characterized by justice and mild-

ness; he endeared himself to the colonists and inspired tliem Avith hope,

but he did not long remain; in the early autumn his health failed, and
lie delegated his authority to Percy—the same Avho had relieved Smith

—

and sailed for England.
Sir Thomas Dale was already under sail to Virginia bearing a gov-

ernor’s commission, and ujion his arrival he assumed the government and
made martial hiAv the basis of his administration. He Avas a soldier by
profession, and had served Avith distinction in the Danish Avars. James-
town needed a strong government, and thei’e Avas, therefore, very little

complaint against his military rule. During his administration the ])0})-

iilation Avas augmented by the arrival of three hundred emigrants from
England.
The last act ol* Governor Dale marks an era in the history of Vir-

ginia. This Avns nothing le.ss than a division of ])roperty. Ever since

the fotindingol* the colony, all jiropi'rty had been lield in common, alter

the manner of the jirimitive eastern nations; the colonists had Avorked

together and the products of tlu‘ harvest had been de[)osited in one com-
mon store-hou.se. Avhere all Avas umh'r the control of the council. Gov-
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crnor Dale clianged all this, and caused the lands to be laid out into lots

of three acres each, one of which was to be given to each of the colo-

nists—to hold forever—upon which he might plant orchards and culti-

vate grain with the understanding that no one had the right to gather

but himself. Thus the right of property in land was, for the first rime,

recognized in the New AVorld. The colonists saw the advantage of iudi-

yiduai labor, and the good results were soon apparent in the general

improvement of the colony.

Dale now surrendered the government to Sir Thomas Gates, and by
his (Gates’) permission selected three hundred men and began a settle-

ment on a narrow neck of land, nearly surrounded by water, which
he called Henrico in honor of Prince Henry. Other settlements were
made on both sides of the river at considerable distances from the

parent town, and the foundation of the first American State was thus
securely laid.

VIRGINIA UNDER THE THIRD CHARTER.

It was now the year 1612, and King James, who made “ change” the

rule of his reign, granted a third charter to the company, under which
many important changes were made. By it the privileges and immu-
nities were greatly increased

;
their jurisdiction was extended over all the

territory within a radius of three hundred miles from Jamestown;
they were permitted to elect their own officers, to decide all ques-

tions of law and right—in fact, to govern the colony on their own re-

sponsibility. This was the germ from which sprang democratic govern-

ment in America.

MARRIAGE OF ROLFE AND POCAHONTAS.

In the year 1613, Captain Samuel Argali, then cruising in the Ches-

apeake, made a voyage up the Potomac, when he learned of the presence

of Pocahontas, whom he succeeded in enticing on his boat and then

carried her to Jamestown. The authorities detained her with expec-

tation that her fiither, Powhatan, would pay a ransom for her, but the

old chief became highly enraged and at once })reparcd for war ; but be-

fore hostilities began a Mr. John Kolfe, a highly respected young planter,

struck by her beauty and fascinated by her manners, wooed and won
her afiections and the promise of her hand.

Powhatan gave his consent to the union, and sent her uncle and two
brothers to witness tlie ceremony, which was celebrated with great pomp,
according to the rites of the Englisli Church. In 1616 she accompanied
her husband to Ihigland, but was very unhappy. Captain iSmith, who
was then in London, called to see her, but appeared to be somewhat
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reserved in Ids manner. This added to her burden of grief, and she

wept like a child. Smith inquired the cause of her grief. “ Did 1 not

save thy life in America?” said she. “Didst thou not promise that A
I went into thy country thou wouldst be my father, and I shouhht

be thy daughter ? Thou hast deceived me
;
behold her now a stranger

and an oiq)lian.” Pocahontas was warmly i-eceived. Lady Delaware

introduced her to Queen Anne, and many families of distinction paid

every attention to tlie modest daughter of this western wilderness; but

nothing could be done to dis])cl the gloom which surrounded her, and in

a short time she fell a victim to the dread disease, the smail-pox, and

died just as she was about to re-embark for America.

One son, the issue of this union, became a man of prominence in the

affairs of the colony, and to him many of the first families of Virginifi,

among whom were the Randolphs and the Bollings, trace their an-

cestry.

Early in the year 1616, Gates and Dale both sailed for England,

and left the government in the hands of Sir Thomas Yeardley, whose
administration was similar to those of his ])redeccssors—Dale and Gates.

The colony increased in numbers, the social condition improved; obedi-

ence on the part of the colonists and respect on the part of the savages

brought about a feeling of security and conlidence hitherto unknown in

the history of the colony.

In 1617, Yeardley was succeeded by Captain Argali, who jyroved

himself to be the most tyrannical governor that had yet swayed the

scepter over Virginia. He was a sailor by profession, and accustomed
to the rigid discipline of the seas, where he had long held des})Otic sway
over the decks of his own vessel. Xaturally tyrannical, cruel and
covetous, he was entirely unfit to administer the government as it then

existed in Virginia, and, as might have been expected, his administration

became a synonym for fraud, corruption and violence. When the news
of his high-handed oppression reached England, the London Com])any
requested Delaware to return to Virginia and again assume the govern-

ment. He yielded to their importunities and sailed for Virginia, but

died on the way. Argali continued his o]q>ressive sway until 16Hh
when he was su])crseded by Sir George Yeardley, who, through the

influence of Sir Edwyn Sandys, treasurer of the London Company, was
appointed to fill his place.

THE ESTAHLISHMENT OF EEPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT.

%

With Sir George Yeardley governor, and important changes in the

London Com])any, the colonists expected a ]>criod of prosperity, and
their expectations were fully realized. IMartial law was abolished; the
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’ RUINS OF JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA,

I
The first town founded in Aincricii, and first capital of Virginia—destroyed by its own inhabitants in 107G, during

r “ Bacon’s Rebellion,” to prevent Lord Berkeley’s taking shelter there—never rebuilt.
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governor, in accordance vith instructions from the company, divided the

plantations along the James river into eleven districts, called borough.-,

and issued a proclamation commanding the citizens to I'ILECT two nEPiii;-

SENTATIVES from each borough to take part in the government: tlic

election v/as held in the latter part of June, and the' lirst House of

Representatives in the New World convened at Jamestown on the 30th

of July, 1619.

This body was called the House of Burgesses, and by it were “de-
bated all matters thought expedient for the good of the colony.” A
number of acts were passed which were pronounced by the company to

be “well and judiciously carried,” but unfortunately we have no record

of them.

In this eventful year, Sir Edwyn Sandys recognized the fact that the

stability of the colony could only be secured by the establishment of

family ties. Up to this time very few of the colonists had come to Vir-

ginia with the intention of finding a permanent home; by far the greater

number were adventurers who left England with the determination to

sometime return—either after they had accumulated a fortune, or grati-

fied a desire for adventure. The endearments of home and friends are

the ties that bind men to a settled habitation, and now, if these couM
be found on this side of the Atlantic, then would these adventurers

relinquish the fond hoj^e of returning to seek them in the mother coun-

try, and the permanency of the colony would be assured. To achieve

this end was the determination of Sir Edwyn, and during this year ho

sent over twelve hundred and sixty emigrants, among whom were ninety

“agreeable young women, poor but respectable and iucorruj^t,’' wlnj

were designed as wives for the colonists. Shortly after, another con-

signment was made of “sixty young maids of virtuous education, young,
handsome, and well recommended.” Such is the compliment paid by
the historian to the first mothers of Virginia. It has been said that

they were sold to the planters at prices ranging from one hundred to

one hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco. Such w’as not the case. They
were transported at the exjiense of the company, and when they were

chosen as wives by the j)lanters the fare for transportation was charged
and paid by the husbands. Thus domestic relations were established

;

then came habits of thrift, an increase of comforts, and consequent hap-

piness. AVithin the next two years fifty patents for land were granted
and 3,500 emigrants found homes in Virginia.

INTRODUCTION OF AFRICAN SLAVERY.

It was the policy of King James to increase the population of the

colony as ra])idly as possible, and with that end in view, despite the

protests of the London Company, he sent over one hundred “idle and
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dissolute” persons wlio were in custody for various misdemeanors, and
were only transported to escape a worse fate at home. They were sold

out as servants to the ])lanters, wlio endured their piesence only because

of the profits derived from their labor, and the increased assistance thus

secured in carrying into effect the various industrial enterprises then

projected by the colonists.

This beginning created a desire on the part of the planters to employ
other labor than their own, and unfortunately the o])portunity to gratify

that desire came only too soon. It was in the month of August, 1619,

that an event occurred which was destined to stam]) its imju'ess upon
the pages of American history

;
an event so iar-j-eaching in its effects

that no prophetic eye could fn-etell what they were to be. No one

thought that an institution was then taking root which in the distant

future would involve the American States in civil war and almost wreck
society itself. This event was none other than the introduction of African

slavery. A Dutch vessel sailed u}) the dames river and sold twenty
Africans as slaves to the colonists. The world knows the result.

A LIBERAL CONSTITUTION.

Another change was now to take place. A new constitution was pre-

pared for Virginia, and Sir Francis AYyatt was appointed to supersede

Yeardley in the government. The new code was modeled after the

English constitution, and was a long step toward representative govern-

ment. It acknowledged the right of petition, and of trial by jury; but

the most remarkable provision was that which bestowed the j)Ower upon
the House of Burgesses to veto any objectionable acts of the company.

THE INDIANS ATTEMPT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE COLONY.

Three years of prosperity had spread the settlements far and wide

;

they extended for a hundred and forty miles along the banks of the

James and far into the interior; several had also been made on tlie

Potomac, so that by the year 1622, there were no less than eighty tami-

lies dotting the country around the Chesapeake. Th.e only cause fin-

anxiety was the fear of Indian hostilities, and well indeed might this

anxiety exist, for there was now a plot being laid which if it had been
carried out in detail wo\dd not have left an Englishman alive in Vir-

ginia. The friends of the colonists were gone. Pocahontas had died in

a foreign land, and Powhatan had also j)assed away— ludoved and honored
by all who knew liim. His brother, the cunning, treacherous and re-

vengeful 0})echancanough, had succeeded him. He had long looked

with a jealous eye U})on the enei'oachment of the Fnglish, and saw in
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their occupation of the country tlie fate of his own race; and, now tliat

he was vested with the power wliich his honored l)rother liad withheld

from him, he dererniined to annihilate the colony at one fell blow. To
meet the colonists in the o])en tield only insured his own 'defeat, owing
to the disparity in arms; and the fact that the nund^er of fighting men
were now nearly equal would have resulted in just what he wislied to

avoid—the destruction of his own jieojde. His only hope of success

lay in some great stroke which should destroy the power of the colony

at once; his cruelty and revenge dictated a general massacre. In order

to avoid suspicion he renewed the treaty of peace with Governor ^^'^yatt,

and only two days before the blow was to be struck he declared that

the sky would fall before he should violate the terms of the treaty. The
friendly relations were contijuied up to the fatal day, even to the very
hour. They borrowed boats from the English, Inought in venison and
other provisions for sale, and even sat down to breakfast with their un-

suspecting victims. The fatal hour arrived. It was twelve o’clock,

noon, on the 22d day of March, lb22. when every hamlet in Virginia

was attacked by a band of yelling savages, who spared neither age, sex

nor condition. The bloody work went on until tliree hundred and forty-

seven men, women and children had fallen victims at the bloody and
barbarous hands of that p(U'jidious and inhuman people. Had not a

converted Indian, who lived with a i\Ir. Pace, revealed the ])lot, and
thus put the people <d* Jamestown and immediate settlements on their

guard, and therefore in a state of defense, every settlement would have
been laid in ruins and the inhabitants put to the tomahawk. Ihit the

plot failed. There were yet sixteen hundred fighting men in the colony,

and the Indians were made to pay dearly for their perfidy. The English

pushed into the wilderness, l)uriiing wigwams, killing every Indian th.at

fell into their hands and destioying crops, until every tribe was driven

far into the interior. Confidence was once more restored, and a feeling

of security brought a return of prosperity; emigration again revived,

and at the end of the year the population numbered 2,500.

DISSOLUTION OF THE LONDON COMPANY.

Differences between tbe king and Parliament had produced two power-
ful political parties in England— the Royalists, su])porting the king, and
Patriots, defending Parliament. To the latter belonged the greater

number of the London Company, and, as a political measure, the king

determined to dissolve the company by declaring its charter null and
void. It was true that the o})erations of the company, in a financial

point of view, had been a failure. In eighteen years they had expended
a half million dollars, and had sent 9,000 emigrants to Virginia, oidy
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2,500 of whom Avere now in the colony. The anniml exports did not
exceed 20,000 pounds.

We have not space to follow in detail the proceedings, legal and
otherwise, of the crafty James. He sent John Harvey, John Pory,

Abraham Pier.sey, Samuel MatheAvs and Jolm Jederson, commissioners

to “make more diligent inquiry touching divers matters, which con-

cerned the State of Virginia.” The commission arrived in Virginia

early in the year 1024, and after remaining a short time returned and
reported the company in a state of bankruptcy, ami the gov'ernment of

the colony in a very bad state, with no })rospect of an improvement un-

der the present management. James caused a quo icarrmito to be issued

against the company, and the cause was tried at tiie Trinity teriii of

King’s Bench, for the year 1624. The judges were dependent upon the

king for their places, and it was not difticult to determine the result of a

trial in the result of which James had such a deep interest. (Jhief

Justice Ley rendered the decision against the corporation, and the Lon-
don Company ceased to exist. But their mission was filled; the foun-

dation of the Old Dominion was securely laid, and it only remained for

others to rear the structure.

VIRGINI.\ UNDER THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT.

There Avas but little change made in the government of the colony.

This AA'as not the object of the king Avhen he canceled the charter of the

company; his action was directed against the cor])oration, and ii(»t against

the State, and ere the few proposed changes could be made King James
died—March 27, 1625—and Avas succeeded by his son, aa'Iio came to the

throne under the title of Charles I. He paid A'ery little attention to

his American sul)jects. Governor AVyatt Avas continued in ortici' until

1626, Avhen he AA'ent to England to attend to the private affairs of his

father, Avho had recently died, and Sir George Yeardley Avas appointed
to fill the ATicaucy. His pre\dous liberal administration Avas remem-
bered by the colonists, and Charles could not have performed an ac*t

that Avould have met Avith greater approbation on their part. Yeardley ’s

career Avas closed by death, XoATunber 14, 1627, and in obedience to

instructions to the council, they elected Francis West, goA'ernor, the day
after the burial of Yeardley. He continued in otlice until ]March, 1628,

Avhen John Bott aaas chosen in his stead, Avho in turn Avas, in a fcAV

days, relieved by John Harvey, Avho arrived from England and assumed
the government early in the year 1630.
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viROi::iA a:;d Charles i.

Four years had now passed away since Charles began his reign, and

during all that time he had been engaged in tlie domestic .affairs of his

kingdom; hut he now turned his attention to Virginia as a fruitful held

from which to reward his courtiers. This he did by granting them

patents for large tracts of land, regardless of location, im])rovements, or

anything else, and finally, in utter disregard of the protestations of the

colonists, set a limit to his recklessness by granting to Sir Kobert Heath

a patent for one-half the territory of Virginia, extending from the 3lV

north to Florida. But as all that part, including the present Carolinas,

was not settled until long after, and the charter hnally became void be-

cause of Heath’s failure to comply with its conditions, the colonists could

not consider themselves so badly damaged after all, though the act was

an evidence of the way in which they might at any time be divested of

their rights.

THE MARYLAND CHARTER—GOVERNOR HARVEY.

Cecil Calvert, Lord Baltimore, in 1632, obtained a patent for ail that

part of Virginia embraced within the present limits of Maryland, and at

once proceeded to colonize it, notwithstanding the fact that there were

already several settlements of Virginians within the territory, to whose
remonstrances he gave no heed. William Claibourne, who had been a

member of the council and also colonial secretary of state, had obtained

a license from the king ‘‘ to traffic in all American ports where there

was no license,” and these permits had been approved by Governor
Harvey. Claibourne settled upon Kent Island, in Chesiipeake Bay, not

far from the present city of Annapolis, and when ordered to abandon it

by the Maryland authorities he defended it by force. He was hnally

arrested, tried, found guilty of murder, piracy and sedition. He escaped

to Virginia, and when demanded by the authorities of ^laryland, Har-
vey refused to give him up, but sent him to England for trial. Tiu^

Virginians were highly incensed at Harvey for not protecting (daibourne

and keeping him in tlie colony, for they regarded tlie i\larylanders as

nothing more than an infringement upon their rights. Plarvey was tried

on a charge of malfeasance in office. Of the trial we know but little.

The first entry u})on the records relating to the subject is as follows:

“An assembly to be called to receive complaints against Sir flohii Har-

vey, on the petition of many inhabitants, to meet 7th of iMay, 1635;
’

and the next one is : “On the 28th day of A})ril, 1635, Sir John Har-

vey thrust out of his government, and C’aj)tain John AVest acts as gov-

ernor until the king’s pleasure is known.” When Charles I. heard of the

a(‘tion of the colonists, he reganhal it as unwarrantable insolence—little

short of treason. He reinstated Harvey in the government, and w«'

hear of no more dissatisfaction during the remainder of his administra-
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tion, -which came to an end in 1639, when Sir Francis Wyatt again

assumed the government.

ORGANIZATION OI' THE FIRST COUNTIES.

Virginia was tlie first State in tlie world, composed of separate polit-

ical divisions, based upon the })rinciple of universal sidfrage. It was in

the year 1634 tliat the territory of \4rginia was divided into e'ujht shirt'.',

or counties, similar to those of England, and named as follows : Janu's

City, Henrico, Charles City, Elizabeth, Warwick River, Warosenoyoke,
Charles River and Acomac. Lieutenants were ap])ointed for each di'-

trict, whose business it was to supervise the militCiry affairs. Sherilis.

sergeants and bailiffs were to be elected as in England, and commis-
sioners were appointed to hold county courts in the different shires.

This was the origin of the county court system in Virginia.

ITRST PUBLICATION OF THE ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Wyatt continued in office for nearly two years, and was then suc-

ceeded by Sir William Berkeley—a name destined to become notorioii.'

in the history of Virginia—who arrived and assumed the government in

February, 1642. The assembly convened in iNIarch, and itu iirst act

was to pass a solemn protest against a petition which 8ir George Sandy

s

was having numerously signed, to be presented to Ikirliameiit, })rayinc

for the restoration of the London Company. IMuch important busiuc.'.s

was transacted at this session of the assembly. The punishment of tem-

porary slavery, which had existed from the foundation of the colony,

was abolished. The trials of causes were made to more nearly conform

with those of England. Laws were passed regulating land titles. A
treaty was made with iMaryland respecting trade on the Chesapeake
Bay. Taxation was rendered more uniform, and the tax for the support

of the governor was abolished. This was the first meeting of the

assembly the acts of which were published.

THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION OF 1642.

The war clouds which had darkened the j)olitical horizon of England
for many years now broke forth in a storm of uncontrolled fury. Civil

Avar drenched the island in blood. The Royalists were delbated
;
Charh'.'

Avent to the scalfold; monarchy Avas overt hi-oAvn, and Oliver ('ronnveli

declared I’rotector of the Commonwealth of Imiglaiul, the destinies oi

Avhich he controlled until the V('ar 16b8, Avhen he Avas succeeded by his

son, Rielmrd, Avho ludd the reins of government until the restoration ot

monarchy in 1660.



.?;Ai/i7At>'ArT <17- K KmolOM 8GS

Jjj;v V/ V(‘:)fun'I ii8 no(fv/ ,(!K0t ni i>f (in <‘1 9{ni;o iloiiiv/’ ,noil

.ni'jnunr/oj^ OilJ b‘jrnoaitt

^
,e^IT>^T1O0 Tr;ill'i HUT HO ’#«01T/.XlVc:A0>10

r,V..i> oifii fo--))ivil. .jifu-j.ii’/ I-., -lynm-n -t.li nil!) )

.

-ii. f;aliii.xi>!i: a-rav; atu)i!!7!i) nJ muio^L )>in:

Urn; -i a.. !aV, .i , «l„ ... •«•»/; l.rr.

,,Tshi-. j.wraTlii! !)ii) ni al'iiJ.'-)

III
*>tU io iip^r.o :^iU AS// Rini

.3}l JXA.l?:lO:U HUT iO «THA Hl'T ; AOUJr?'£ Ta'.HH

1(0.1) f.trir i,.(K ,a-.(BY (w/t (.iiwti -tr:) oomo

xrwwjoji amos-jJ -..i l.a..ih»b.o.m.n ^
!oi; J.di.li!! Ixii! .^l•.>Uil^ .1 la.iov.tTO Yidiaas-^.- 0 . 1 1 ..1-yI

-.Vuinn J.ra.iiRil'UiH <>) l»t(.o«.a[ o.l o3 ..M.iiW ([aaoiumnii g.nvRH as7)

"-.Ii'iaii.l Ji.Bl'iuqmi .(jI'M .YmKiKt..’ > aobuy>i o.ll U' nojtR'ioteoa oil) la

.;a >i U. l.r«...iiiuu(| -idi' .’(W.awsn »rf» J‘>

vh,»L. 9t«ui ol<4n:m o-mr .>.„( .. h. alnc) a.Il

I .,.sa[i:)' Ixinl yiiiin(()iiO-i iKwaC'I ‘>n™ av/iivl .l.ii.;ll4U^l lo 0-.01 IJ illi«

,afi;o.(i.49(10 odt .(.( oi.iv.) sni)'JO.iy)i b.ioIrtKlf <H>7( ol-om «>« yr.oi)

ro-M.a., ..ilj ml X(i) a.lt idiK ‘>mtn Iwil.iia-. aa« no.tax.a .fall

•„i( ia dui)ao(H lo-iii Oiil (((.ff *.i<lT yc" -(.(aovog 9(ii lo
la ^uiujdi

bo.feilJ(K| 01977 (biilvf to »10(1 9(1) xkhmiitt

AOr HO V'.OTTTTJOYHff TfMUOVTH HUT

i.oxiio.i [(Sifilo.) o.tl l(ori9d;.(;b fm.I doi.lvf ^
li/i'J vvil l,ollaOa..'>(i(( 'I.. <(io'il4 r. Ill ilii") ad.i'Kl non /.irr.m i«H

..[•((..r) ;i,o)(Wwl( orv« K)>.il/rfo!l odT .haaldsm I....: >. o.U

ll .V/mad) VC/IIO I, Ml. .,|•.fM•MlJ•l•(/M W.Vf

1. soio;|..(ll oil! ,l.ll(llSI(H iM lllIllOMIMKIIMIM > Oil) )o (.lf> >(o1 1 *

-1,1 -Ml l,.,lc,o n.M-. ...7f ,.f .....Iff ,Hr..)! •((.or oiU l.im.
"I .,f

'

io )>..n 0,1. li.MM ...oiiucofo^, IM 9.1)



VIRGJyiA AXn VIRGINIANS. 209

Tliroiiglioiit the period of the revolution the Virginians continued

loyal to the royal cause, not because they loved monarchy, but because

tliey cherished the liberties secured under the constitution vhich Charles

I. had given them, and after the execution of Charles L they recognized

his fugitive son as their rightful sovereign—then an exile in Holland.

The loyalty of Virginia to the father tlid not esca])e the notice of his

son, and from a foreign shore he transmitted to Berkeley a commission
as governor, signed l)y his royal highness. Thus the fugitive from
Kngland, the refugee to Holland, vas still the sovereign of Virginia,

In the meantime the last opposition to the Barliamentary army in

Britain had been overcome, and CroniAvell now turned his atten-

tion to his distant colony, determined to force it to submit to the

new government.
Virginia was now j'apidly becoming a nation. Under the influence

of her salutary laws, the })roduets of a virgin soil, wrought by willing

hands, and the advantages which her foreign trade had given her, she

had increased lier jiopulation from a few hundred to twenty thousand,

and there were trading to her ports teji shi])s from London, two from
Bristol, twelve from Holland, and seven from jSVw England. Such was
the colony which Cromwell now proposed should submit to the govern-

ment of the Commonwealth.
A fleet, together with a consideralde land force, sailed for Virginia,

and cast anchor before JamestoAvn. But the colonists, in anticipation

of the projected compiest, had not been idle. jMany veterans from the

shattered royal army had taken refuge in Virginia. The colonial ajToy,

thus augmented, Avas a poAver of Avhich the CommonAvealth Avas ignorant.

In addition, several Hutch mei’chant ships Avere lying in the river,

trading in violation of the acts of Parliament, and of course Avere armed,
that they might defend themselves against the fleets of the Comimm-
Avealth. They noAV allied themselves Avitli the colonial forces. The
commissioners of CroniAvell, surj)rised at such a show of resistance,

hesitated, and ofhu’ed fair and honorable terms to the colonists. By
them Avas insured a continuation of their liberties, the ])reseiwation of

their constitution intact, and a full and complete i)ardon for all past

offenses. Thus the colonists could gain by treaty all that they could

hope to gain by the most successful resistance. The articles Avere signed

by the commissioiuu-s on the ])art of the CommoiiAvealth, and the council

on the part of the State of \drginia, “as ecpials treating e(pials.”

From this time to the Kestoratiou, Virginia governed herself, and ob-

tained indimited liberty of commerce, Avhich Avas regulated by inde-

pendent laws. The famous Navigation Acts of (h'omwell Avere not

designed for her oppression, and AV(>re lU'ver enforced on her shores. A
trade Avas ojiened betAA'een Virginia and Denmark, and finally Aviih
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“every Christian nation in amity with England.” Wlicn the colony

recognizcfl tlie aiithoi-ity of Cromwell, Berkeley, who lield his commis-

sion from the exiled king, was too loyal to continue iig oflice, ajid

Richard Bennett, one of tlie commissioners, was chosen to succeed him.

A council was also chosen to act in accordance with instructions from

Parliament, and to exercise such powei's as the assembly might delegate

to it. Bennett retired from office in IMarch, 1655, and Edward I sieges

became his successor. He served two years, when an election was held,

and the choice fell upon “ woi’thy Samuel iMathews, an old j)lanter of

nearly forty years’ staiiding, a most deserving Commonwealth’s man.
who kept a good house, lived bravely, and was a true lover of

Virginia.”

He, like most Virginians since, was opposed to long sessions of the

legislature, and in the spring of 165'.), threatened to dissolve that body
unless it speedily adjourned. The worthy Samuel had forgotten tliat it

was the legislature that made the governor. His attention was, how-

ever, called to the fact by the re[)ly of the Sj)eaker to the efiect tliat

“the House of Burgesses, the rejiresentatives of the people, were not

dissolvable by any jiowcr yet extant in Virginia, cxcejit their own; and,

that the former election of the governor and council was void.” The
old governor thus learned that Vii-ginia, tlien—as well as now—regarded
her officers as servants and not dictators.

VIRGINIA AT THE TIME OF THE RESTORATION.

Richard Cromwell resigned the Protectorate in 1600. A^irginia, too,

was without a head. The assembly at once convened and again elected

Berkeley governor, with the understanding that he should call the

assembly together at least once in two years, and that it should not be

dissolved save by its own consent. The old monarchist, now av.arc

that Charles, his beloved prince, would shortly be }ilaccd iijion the

throne, acce})ted tiie office and acknowledged himself the peojile's

servant.

Virginia now had a pojmlation of thirty thousand. 8hc had estab-

lished U})on her soil the supremacy of tlie legislative branch of repre-

sentative government; had secured fia'cdom of trade, securitv again.'-t

foreign taxation, and a universal elective franchise. Prosperity k<‘pt

pace with freedom. The social condition of tlie emigrants now coming
to her shores was vastly improved, and lier hospitality was already pro-

verbial. Sucli was Virginia in the year 1660.
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

bacon’s REBf:LLION.

rJOl

No sooner liad intelligence of the Restoration reached Virginia than

Berkeley issued a proclamation calling for the election of a new assembly,

declaring that the acts of that body during the existence <^f the Protec-

torate, were illegal and no longer in force. The people still indulued the

hope that all would yet be well; but they had yet to learn that Charles

IL was the worst monarch of modern times, and that in enforcing his

tyrannical edicts he would find in Berkeley a most willing tool.

The new statute was a death-stroke at colonial liberty. It provided

that all trade should be restricted to English ports and carried only in

English yessels. A heayy tax was imposed for the suj^port of the goy-

ernmejit. The colonists remonstrated and petitioned, but the king turned

a deaf ear to complaints, and the oppressiye laws were rigorously em
forced.

But Icgislatiye tyranny sank into insignificance Avhen compared with

the recklessjiess of granting large tracts of land to the ignoble and prof-

ligate courtiers who thronged his court. Xo matter whether these lands

were on the distant frontier, or the best and most highly cultiyated in

the colony. Whole hamlets and entire counties were thus giyen away,
and in 1673 the king became a bankrupt in the matter of lands by grant-

ing to Lords Culpeper and Arlington a ])atent for the erdire State oj

Virginia, together with all its rights and priyileges for a period of thirty-

one years.

At the gay court of Charles II. this may haye been regarded a small

bounty to a royal fayorite, but to the forty thousand Yii'ginians thus
transferred to a proprietor from wdiom nothing was to be ho])ed, and
everything feared, it appeared in a very different light. IMessrs. Inid-

well, INIoryson and Smith went to England and presented a remon-
strance, but to no purpose.

In the meantime a war broke out with the Susquehanna Indians. The
legislature raised and equipped an army of five hundred men for service

in the war, but just as they were ready to march they were disbanded
by the governor, who refused to assign any reason for the act. Volun-
teers then Hocked to Jamestown ami otlered to serve without any re-

muneration if the governor would only ap]K)int a leader. This he refused

to do. Then they determined to march to the defenseless frontier with-

out the governor’s (*onsent, and looking about tor a leader, they found a
young man from Henrico county who had just rc'turned from England,
whither he ha<l gone to coni])l{‘te his education. The name of that young
man was Nathaniel Bacon. When he took command of the volunteer army
he made application to Berkeley for a commis.sion, but it was refu.-ed, and
Bacon marched to the frontier authorizcfl oidy by the will (J’ tlu' ju'ople

and the danger of his country. No sooner had tlu' army began its march
than Berki'ley declared B:u‘on a. n'lu'l nml his followers tiuitors, and c( 1-

lecling as great a force as he could raise among the wealthy aristocrats^
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residing in and ahout Jamestown, he marched in pursuit of Bacon, wiib,

the proclaimed intention of sip^pressing the rehellioii. Bacon cuntimud
liis march to the frontier, defeated the Indians, drove them far into tiu

interior, and was returning liomeward when he lieard of tlie action -*t

the governor. Leaving the greater }jart of his army, he continued i)\

forced marches tov.ards Jamestown, to wliicli })!ace tlie governor had

fallen l)ack
;
but he was made ])risoner by one Gardiner, and carried h<'-

fore Berkeley. He was finally ])ardoned and allowed to take Ids seat in

the assembly on condition that he would confess the impro})riely of iii>

conduct, and ])romise obedience for the future. His soldiers, however,

were not satisfied with tlie humility to which their leader was sultjected,

and marched to damestown and c<»mpelled the governor to give him a

eommission, and lie agidn marched to the frontier, Ihit no sooner wa^

he gone than ]3erkelev retired into (Tloucester and a second time declarc»l

Bacon a reliel
;
who when he heard the news, fell back towards Glouces-

ter, and forced the governor with his forces to retreat 'into Acomai-.

This county, located on the eastei-n shore, was considered a distinct ter-

ritory, although tribiitaiy to Viiginia. Bacon once more marched up
the Potomac, and Berkeley ci'ossed the bay and entered Jamestown.
Bo sooner had Ifacon heard of the governor’s movements, than lie

wheeled his van and shortly Jipjieared in front of Jamestown, attacked

the phace and drove Berkeley on board the ships in the river. The t('jch

was applied, and in twelve hours the oldest town in British America wa^

in ruins.

We know little of Bacon after this, more than that he died of disea.'e

oontracted during his campaigns. With him died the cause for which ho

fought. The jiatriots disbanded, and Berkeley’s authority was soon

restored, and his vengeance glutted by hanging twenty-three of the fol-

lowers of Bacon.

Thus ended Bacon’s rebellion. The only difiercnce between that

struggle and the one of a hundred years later being that the first was an

effort to establish a free government sithjccf to Great Britain, which could

not be done; and the second was an effort to establish a free government
imhpeudoit of Great Britain, which was done.

Berkeley resignetl his commission and went to England, where he

found his actions towards the colony universally disa})prov(“d, even by

the king himself. This the goveiaior could not withstand, and he soon

sank beneath his load of crime, and died, despised in England and ext'-

crated in ^’irginia.

From this time onward, for a period of nearly fifty y('ars, there is

little of interest in the history of Virginia, save tlu' succession (»!'

governors, and a desultory Indian war carried on upon her western

frontier.
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Sir Plerbcrt Jeffries came over as the successor of Berkeley, hut 'vvas

in a short time relieved by Sir Henry ('hichely. In 1678 Lord Cul-

])cper, Avho, together witli Lord Arlingto]], lield a patent for tlie entire

State, came over and assumed the government, made many fair promises,

one of ^vhich ^vas to secure the redress of grievances demanded by the

colony; then leaving the government in the hands of Chiehely, he

returned to England. In 1683 xVrlington surrendered Ids claim to Cul-

peper, who thus became sole proprietor of Virginia. He came over and
began his government on the principle that he owned Virginia, and the

Virginians were his slaves
;
but before his acts could accoinplish much mis-

chief, Charles 11. revoked his charter because of a failure to comply
with its terms. Thus, in 1684, Vii-ginia again became a royal province,

with Lord Howard of Effingham as royal governor.

James II. came to tlic throne in 1685, but there was no change in the

government of the colony for the next three years, when AVilliam,

Prince of Orange, drove James from the English throne and mounted
it himself. He referred all complaints of the ATrginians to his ])rivy

council, with ordei'S that they should receive jirompt attention. Sir

Francis Nicholson came over and assumed the government. By his

mild and conciliatory adiidnistration of the affairs of the colony he be-

came more popular than any of his predecessors.

REMOVAL OF THE CAPITAL OF VIRGINIA.

In the year 1698 the seat of government was removed from Jamestown
to 'Williamsburg, seven miles distant from the old metropolis. The his-

torian of that day assigns as the reason of the removal the fact that

Williamsburg was “ in a healthier and more convenient location, and
freer from moschetoes.”

Nicholson was succeeded in 1693 by Sir Edmund Andros, but was
restored in 1698, and served until 1705, when Edward Nott became
governor. He died shortly after receiving his commission, and the

government devolved upon Edward Jennings, the president of the coun-
cil, until the king’s ])leasure bectime known. Tlie Earl of Orkney
received the commission, but sent out Brigadier-General Hunter to nde
in his stead. He was ca])tured by the French while on his way to

America, and the illustrious

COLONEL ALEXANIIEK SPOTSWOOD

became governor. He was the most distinguished individual that con-

trolled the destinies of Virginia prior to the Kevidutlon. He had won
distinction on many bloody lields during tlu' campaigns of .Marlb(»rough,

ioul thus secured the ap})ointment of colonial governor of ^"irginia.
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THE UNKNOWN EEGIONS OF THE WEST.

One hundred and three years had ])assed away since the founding of

Jamestown, and the little colony of one hundred and five souls had
grown to nearly one hundred tliousand. Hardy })i(nieers had extended

the domain of civilization far into the interior. Tliere were now twenty-

four counties in Virginia, and settlements were approaching tlie eastern

base of the J^lne Kidge, but of the country beyond the “ r(.)cky burrier”

notliing wliatever was known, The most daring adventurer had not

dared to jtenetrate this unknown wihlerness. Jbit the coiujiiest of the

wilderness was the mission of those determined s]>irits who had tied ti'om

oppression in the Old World to find a home of freedom on the shoi-es of

the New.- Governer Spotswood determined to know something more of

this region, and accordingdy equijiped a com|)any of horsemen, and head-

ing it in person began his marcli from Williainslnii-g through a den.'C

wilderness inhabiteil by wild beasts and savage men. Toiling on for

several days, the expe<iition at last reached the base of the Alleghanies,

and pushing upward througli the narrow defiles the intrepid governor

and his little ]x\rty reached the summit and stood upon one of the lofti-

est peaks of the Ap])alachian range. What a spot! Never before, per-

haps, had the footsteps or the voice of civilized man been heard ami<l

this mountain fastness. As that little band stood there gazing westward
into an illimitable wilderness, they there resolved that ite vast extent

should be peopled, redeemed from the sway of savage men, and the for-

est be made to blossom as the rose. How well that resolution has been

carried into etlect, let the fifti'en millions of hapjw and prosperous people

who now throng the great valley of the i\Iississippi answer.
The party returned to Williamsburg and gave the most glowing de-

scription (>f the country which they had visited. Amid forests of fra-

grant trees and ]ierfumed alcoves, s})ots more enchantingly beautiful than

were ever graced by Calypso and lier nymphs, they had <liscovered those

mvsterious hvgeian fountains from which flowed these life-giving wat(>rs

wdrich have since obtained a world-wide fame. In order to induce emi-

gration to the W(‘st, the governor established the “ Transmontane Order,
or Knights of the Golden Horseshoe,” giving to each of those who ac-

companied him a miniature golden horseshoe bearing the inscription,
“ *S7c Jurat inuuccndcrc Montes’’ (thus he swears to cross the mountains).
The.^e were given to whoever would accc))t them, with the understanding
that he would comply with the inscription. (See De Hass, page 35.

)
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FIRST SETTLEMENTS WEST OF THE MOUNTAINS “WESTWARD THE STAK
OF EMPIRE TAKES ITS WAY.”

]\Iariy daring adventurers crossed the rocky harrier during the suc-

ceeding years, hut it was not until the year 1732 that a permanent sct-

lement was made west of the mountains. In this year sixteen famili*‘v

from Pennsylvania came over and began a settlement near where AVin-

chester now stands. They were guided to the location hy a gentleman
named Joist Hite, and to them is due the credit of having first planted

the standard of civilization in Virginia, west of the mountains. (Ker-

chevel, page 65.)

The second settlement was made in 1734 hy Benjamin Allen and three

others on the north branch of the Shenandoah, about twelve miles

south of the present tov/n of AVoodstock. Other adventurers pushed on

and settlements gradually extended west, crossing the Ca})on river.

North Mountain and the Alleghany range, until finally they reached

the tributaries of the Monongahela (IMS. volume of Dr. Ruffner). Foi’

twenty years after the settlement about AVinchester, the natives inhabit-

ing the mountains and intervening vales remained in a state of cojii-

parative quiet; but about this time a circumstance occurred wliich led

to a much better acquaintance with the vast and unexplored regions of

the AA^est. Two men, Thomas Alorlen and John Sailing, determined to

explore those unknown regions, and accordingly set out from AVinches-

ter. They journeyed up the Shenandoah, crossed the James river near

the Natural Bridge, and had progressed as far as the Roanoke, when they

were attacked by a party of Cherokees, and Sailing was made prisoner.

Morleii made his escape from them and returned in safety to the settle-

ment. Sailing was carried captive into what is now called Teniu'ssce,

where he remained with them for several years. AVhile on a h untine:

expedition with some of his tribe, they were attacked by a party of Illi-

nois Indians, who were the deadly enemies of the Cherokees, and Sailing

W’as a second time borne off a prisoner.

This occurred in what is now the State of Kentucky, which was at

that time the favorite hunting-ground of all the tribes of the Alississippi

Valley. Sailing was taken by his new captors to Kaskaskia, and was

afterward sold to a company of Spanish traders on the Lower ^Iississip])i,

who in turn sold him to the governor of Canada, and he transfei’icd

him to the Dutch authorities at iManhattan
;

thence he succeeded in

reaching AVilliamsburg, after an absence of more than six years. (De
Hass, i)age 33.

)

Al)Out the time that Sailing returned to AVilliamsburg, a considerable

addition was made to the ])opulation of Virginia by the arrival of emi-

grants at Jamestown, among whom were Jolm Lewis and John Mackey,
both of whom were desirous of securing land in the West. Struek with

Sailing’s description of the country which he liad traversed, where
mighty rivers, flowing from unknown sources amid the icy fountains of

the far North, rolled their transparent waters in majestic grandeur to

the South; where stretched away vast })lains fringed with primeval for-
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ests which seemed to be the culminating point of the })lant regions of the

ISorthern Hemisphere, they determined to visit it, having tirst engaged ^!^al-

ling as a guide. The three crossed the mountains, and descending the we>t-

ern declivities, they were so much pleased with the country that they de-

cided to locate and take up tiieir final abode. A(‘cordingly they botli

set about finding a suitable location. Lewis selected as the })lace of lii.s

future residence a site ()ii a stream which still bears his name. ^lackey

chose a spot on the Shenandoah
;
and Sailing, having concluded to remain,

chose a tract of land on the waters of the Janies, where he built his

cabin.

Lewis made application for and received a grant of one hundred thou-

sand acres of land: and while in Williamsburg perfecting his claim, he

met with Benjamin Btn-den, who had just arrived from England as the

agent of Lord Fairfax, to whom James II. had granted live hundred
thousand acres of land to be located west of the Blue Bidge, and pre-

vailed upon him to accompany him to his home. Burden remained at

Lewis’ the greater part of the summer, and on his return to Williams-

burg took with him a buffalo calf which he and Andrew Lewis (after-

ward General Lewis) had caught and tamed. He jirescnted it to Gov-
ernor Gooch, who was so much pleased witli his: mountain pet that he
entered on his journal a patent authorizing Burden to locate any (|uan-

tity of land not exceeding five hundred thousand acres on any of the

waters of the Shenandoah or James rivers west of the Blue Ridge. One
of the conditions of this grant was that he should settle one hundred
families in ten years within its limits, and for this purpose Burden sailed

for Europe in the year 1737, and upon his return to Virginia brought
with him upward of one hundred fitmilies of adventurers to settle u})on

his grant. Among these emigrants were many who became the founders

of some of the most distinguished families of Virginia. Of these were
the Alexanders, C’rawfords, IMcDowells, McLures, iMoorcs, Matthews,
Pattons, Prestons, Tolfords, Archers and others.

ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST COUNTIES OF THE BLUE RIDGE.

In the year 1738 the Colonial Legislature of Virginia passed a bill

providing for the organization of a new county west of the Blue Ridge,

and accordingly Orange county was divided into two parts, and tiie new
county named Augusta. The })ioneers of this county were so imudi dis-

tinguished for their heroism, which struck terror and tlismay into the

Indians, that during the darkest days of the Revolution, wlum the I’enn-

sylvania and New Jersey troo})s had mutinied, and it .<eemed that all

was lost, Washington was heard to exclaim: “Leave me but a banner
to place upon the. mountains of West Augusta, and I will rally around
me the men who will lift our bleeding country I'rom the dust and set her
free.”
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THE FRE^XT^ AND INDIAN WAR.

ENGLAND AND FRANCE— CLAIMS OF THE TWO NATIONS TO THE OHIO
VALLEY.

As lias lieeii soon, France bad taken jiossession of that part of tlie con-

tinent lying far away towards the Arctic Circle, and had jilanted settle-

ments along the St. Lawrence; her discoverers, Jolliette and Marquette,

had cxjdored tlie country from tlie extreme nortli-vast to tlie Gulf of

Mexico, and ujion tliese discoveries she liased her claim to all that ]iart

of the continent drained hy the Mississipjii river and its ti-ilmtaries. Ami
when the English crossed the rocky barrier and began to penetrate into

the Ohio A'alley, she viewed these encroachments iqion her soil Avitli a

jealous eye, and at once determined to oppose them at all hazards.

France rested her claim to the Oliio and KamiAvha ATilleys upon the

recognized law of nations that “ The discovery ol‘ the month of the river

.should entitle the nation making the discovery to the country drained by

that river and its tributaries.” The claim thus set up by France and
resisted by Great Britain is exactly the same as that upon Avhich the

United States subsequently based their claims to the Territory of Oregon.

England claimed tliat aside from her title by purchase, she held, under
the discovery of John and Sebastian Cabot (1498), the entire region

lying between the 38th and 64th parallels of north latitude, a zone ex-

tending across the continent from ocean to ocean. She also sot u]'

another claim—})riority of discovery, a claim uttterly absurd and entirely

iintenable.

France, convinced of the justness of her claims, after addressing an

ajipeal to the nations of the Avorld, determined not to yield before tho

threatening attitude of her powerful rival, and immediately set about

adopting the most elfective measures for maintaining her claim to the

^rcat Valley of the West, and accordingly began the erection of a cor-

don of forts extending from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico, the

most important of which were those at Fontinac, Niagara, Detroit, Green
Bay, Vincennes, Ivaskaskia, Natchez and Biloxi. In the year 1720 j-hr

erected Fort Chatres, in what is now Illinois. It was constructed by an

engineer of the N'aubcn school, and was one of the strongest fortilications

ever erected on the continent of North America.
In 1748 the British parliament jiassed laws authorizing the formation

of many new settlements and issued many land grants, in which the

Jiiterests of British commerce were consulted, rather than the articles oi



: ,Rj:n yjAaz\ GZk irjyi^m :iht

tviiro HHT o't ftxoiT/w’^ o'ffT 'irj.rr 'lo <t>ia a'^AvioO

.YH.U /.V

-nn*> -jili i'Hiq ji'rJIrJ .i/rri ,ir>‘w2 rmif ^.A

lH;f{ Imh> nh-vi,/,. <!vfit7Wl.7«/n} -ud -JHvl kr>na

>n nuni;]/!’. (u*ij; i.JvniloL , 7̂tm7 u7r.i'b ’i-.uj ; 'jon'/f 7U! .^Jtoln edimu

i.» ilul) of
uiivd /.(hr »<*•’» o(ft Irnoltjy/) J>mi

j'.itir ]iiT(ril« <•! ‘( jd. Imnd -Xrrr/sO'Ji* 7r/>rU luir. :'77iz7li.

ijiiA Hji htii? 'iMvh adi ;//l Ir.iiufnb ii!‘)'ntfioj>

'

j>jh to

oiiii 74irt.*oo'W{ oj ui;-u;)d dnu TdrnifJ 7dx>'J 'mi ilmbik’t oill m
i: difvf [iu*t 'i‘>d, uoqu O'^xi l>‘>//'OV uaiU oi.i

.dniixmi Iffi niodJ o>oq.{o o? 77if<> w. iniu ,0T> -swoliifH

nil tfoqo HYoUny btu; orr(0 ydl o) -ims l)0S^yi pomn d

i>7h oflJ y-it 'to vijvu’mH) ">j!T “ fm(t '^iUortsKti iu

vd Uwli^ib nnwo^ .iflJ <d Y'l^vunmb otlt -aidnui iiAuk od) oltdao l>liruiU

j;?,,-; ;,‘>ii(ri'-rv(.l qu 'm- unit mndo -hIT .r/.ini;iiM.h*U i-(i;j 'irm liwk

vili’ fbfflv/ ff'Mio null mi 7;m;^ odJ 'A. uui'liO nmO
.n-i'M-iOlo rio'irnoT mii <d .ifiiudo ibdt t>7=$i5<i vU-iowp^'fl^ifif? ' boiuiU

vAnni ,idorrc>'l>; ,
j-siirio'iuq ollit '{ d mo'ti oiti fi IniiHiOiaiiilo l)iu^ii*A

riui^m -niipo odi ,(8dt-r) locfn') miAhi)iW^‘ h\tn ftdoU mv rnYoomb m t

-/' ofio.v n olyoii Jp.i tlnou to ftlolbrn;q iliiO ijfH> di8b ofll oo'iwJfTii (

-,r toe. <Yb- oilH .tifiojo 01 niityxo /ftoil itKHnn):»o oflJ ^&or,m

7 j nijfr. hov. Uwr^Aii vliOMni ou^do 4j rthoiiq—mrfdu YDdloim

iHi mniv^O'ibf)/: 'fottij .»fnf/ib lod to [)00 ffivn(>o ,ooturi'i

if[j oYidotf idoiv ot ton tjoainno)7 ^> ,}>ho'7 od) i-j snoftmi oift ot

Ju 4 p. Jo% vlolfuboiiimi I.ini lii’t-iov/oq ‘lod to obnUlUj ^^uiifolimdi

)i 1 j nj -foil t>,titiirxiliii/i(»i ibt si'/tumiom ovtboflo i^.om oili ^ni 7{o!v«

VO n to iioi)o‘/io oilt Ufixiod vI-^*(iilrio‘)Oi; bm; ,\>.‘) If mlt to '(olbi / tnoi^

mi moirof^Aioiro;) odJ oJ ^mvrurrj: oi(t ifioit -rr-fmotzo >>.Uoi to nob

i'M.y.n nifoo;r/l .omblmrl In o<oiU or.>7/ (I'm/Iv/ io biiiri<><{im t«om

.ih Oi'ii -Hiov Oil; nl Un K-nhtnk

mi 7(1 b-nouibicoo .mooHlJ v/cmi m Jmi 7 m ) im'l hoiyjo>

^ourinoilinot odi In ono ^nff l>nn ,Uu>i\‘>< unUn: / Dili to I'/JinJino

.Jiohom/. tlnoA- to tirnfitoo-) odt no loPmo 107<>

iioitminr'! ,il) T^irisi roiliiiii f.wiil bo .>.«l
In omiiil iK'l ib.iiiifl oil) 81-T I. iil ?

Oil) ilolilv) nl ,>.Jhi.t;^ lm/;l (JiiMt h>m~i l>H« >)iioi(ioh)o>. won
J'l.

!' ooloihi; •ih iinill lO'llri .bnllHSiioo 'jio'/r ooioiiumio ifoilnil lo >,l»/n'>lllt

.<>1,

•';.Tk7

J

.,ih



,
vihginia axd vibgjxiaxs.

the treaty of Aix-la-Cliapelle. Prominent among tliese movements was
i the organization of the Ohio Company, tlie settlement of the Uj)l>'‘r Ohio,

and several others of an aggressive eharaetei-. the most important of

whieh was the sending of a regiment of Jh-itish soldiers into the Ohio
- Valley, where they took post at the moiitli of the iMonongahela.

When the French authorities heard of this movement on the part of

the English, the home government authorized the governor-general of

! Chuiada to remonstrate against the aggressive invasion of French ter-

;
ritory, and a summons was accordingly addressed to the English com-
mander. The following is an extract:

“Sir—Nothing can sur])rise me more than to see you atteni})t a settle-

ment upon the lands of the king, my master, which obliges me now, sir,

f to send you this gentleman, Chevalier LeiMercier, (‘a{)tain of the artillery

I
of Canada, to know of you, sii;, by virtue of what authority vou are

I-
come to fortify yourself within the dominions of the king, my master,

r This action seems so cajiitrary to the last treaty of peace, at Aix-la-

f
Chapelle, between his mo<t Christian majesty and the King of Gi'cat

; Britain, that I do not know to whom to im})ute such an usurpation, as it

I
is uncontested that the lands situated along the beautiful river belong to

his most Christian majesty.

“Your obedient servant,

i
“ CONTBECOEUR,

I “Captain of French iMariiic.”

I
(See De Hass, page 01.)

I 111 the year 1749, as a preliminary step in taking formal ])ossessiou of

j
the Ohio and its tributaries, the Marquis de la Galisoniere, governor-

' general of Canada, determined to place along the “Oyo,” or La BeUc
Liviere, a number of leaden ])latcs suitably inscribed, asserting the claims

of France to the lands on both sid('s of the river, even to the source of

its tributaries. The command of the ex])cdition whose duty it was to

deposit those plates was given to Captain Bienville de Celeron, and con-

sisted of eight subaltern otlicers, six cadets, an armorer, twenty soldiers,

one hundred and eighty Canadians, and fifty-live Indians—two hundred
and seventy in all. The expedition left ^Montreal on the 15th of June,

1749, and on the 29th reached the La Ldle lllvlerc at the junction of

the Monongahehi and Alleghany rivers, where the first ]>late was buried.

The ex})edition then descended the river, d(‘positing ]>lates at the mouths
of the j)rincipal trilnitaries, and on the loth of August reached the

mouth of the Chnaxhidiielirflut (CJreat Kanawha), and on the point be-

tween the two rivers the filth plate was buried. It was found in 1S4G
by a son of ^!r. riohn Inaile, of Mason county. West Virginia, aftc'r-

wards of Kentiu'ky, and removed tVom the spot in which it had remaiiUMl

for a period of ninety-seven years. The following is a transh'tion of the

iiiscri})tion on the plate. We have compared it with that made recently
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by Professor O. S. '\birsball, from the original copy-plate now preserved

in tlie archives of the Ikpartcmeut tie la Marine, in Paris, and find them
to agree in every particular.

TRANSLATION.

“In the year 1749, reign of Louis XY., King of France, we, Celeron,

commandant of a detachment sent by Monsieur the JMarquis de la

Galisoniere, commandant-general of New France, to re-establish tranquil-

lity in some Indian villages of these cantons, have buried this plate ai

the mouth of the river Chinodashicheiha. the 18th of August, near the

river Ohio, otherwise Beautiful Kiver, as a monument of renewal of pos-

sessions, which we have taken of the said river Ohio, and of all tho-r

which fall into it, and of all the land on both sides, as far as to the sources

of said rivers, the same as were enjoyed, or ought to have been en-

joyed, by the preceding kings of France, and that they have maintained

it by their arms and treaties, especially by those of Ryswick, Utrecht

and Aix-la-Chapelle.”

From the mouth of the Great Kanawha the voyage was continued

down the Ohio, and on the oOth day of August the expedition reaclu'd

the mouth of the Riviere a la Roche (Great IMiami), and the voyage on

the Ohio ended. The following is an extract from Celeroivs journal,

now deposited in the archives at Paris, as translated by ^Marshall

:

“ Buried on the point fonned by the intersection of the light bank of

the Ohio with the left bank of the Rock river, the sixth and last plate.

August 31, 1749.” This plate has never been found. After journeying

up thelMiami some distance, the detachment began its homeward march,
and reached ^Montreal on the 10th day of November.

In the same yenr George 11. ,
who regarded the British possessions as

personal jiroperty, granted to a corporation known as “The Ohio Com-
pany,” a title to live hundred thousand acres of land, to be located in

the Ohio Valley. The com[>anv was composed of twelve gentlemen, all

residents of Virginia and IMai-yland, except a IMr. Ilanbury, of Ia)ndoii.

This land was to be lo(‘ated ])artly south of the Ohio, between the IMo-

nongahela and Great Kanawha rivers, and partly north of the Ohio, la

1750 Christopher Gist was sent out by the company for the ]mi-pose ol

exploring and locating these tracts of land in the west. Tie traversed

the country bt'yond the Ohio, and retunied by way of the Ivanawha,
making thorough exploration of the couiilry east of that river. This

was the lirst exploration made by the Knglish in the Kanawlia \hilley,

and Gist the lirst Fnglishmau who reaclu'd the mouth of the Kanawha.
His journal is now in the library of the Historical Society of IMassac'hu-

setts. Thus it will Ix' .sc'cn that the two great rival jiow'ers bevond the

Atlantic were each determined to hold })ossession of the great valley,
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and it became evident tliat the final stniggle for territorial supremacy
in America was near at hand. The English, acting upon the })rinciplo

of action that “ They should take who have the power,” and the Erench
upon nearly a similar one, that “They should keep who can,” were both

resting from an eight years’ war, under The truce secured by the treatv

of Aix-la-Chapelle, wliile their commissioners were trying to outwit

each other in the matter of the disputed lands in the west. (Smollett’s

George II., chapter 8.) But the calm was similar to that which pre-

cedes the storm. The cloud of war which had for a time disappeared

from Europe was now hanging over the wilds of North America. Here
was to be heard the clash of arms, the “Forward, march,” the daily

reveille, the battle cry, the strains of martial music—sounds so strange

beneath the dark shades of an American forest. The storm burst with

all its fury, and continued to rage for six long years—years charactei--

ized by acts of the most savage cruelty known to the annals of warfare;

years in which the two leading nations of tlie world employed against

each other the ruthless savages, whose bloodthirsty dispositions incited

them to deeds too horrible to contemjdate—deeds the record of which
will ever remain as the darkest blots upon the pages of the history of

these nations.

But the struggle ended, and the world knows the result. I he domin-
ion and power of France have disappeared, and no traces of her lost

sovereignty exist save in the few names she has left on the ])rominent

streams and landmarks of the country, and in the leaden plates

which, in.scribed in her language, still lie buried on the banks of the

beautiful river. Her temporary occupation of the country, the voyages
of her navigators, and the discoveries of her discoverers, live only on the

]>ages of history and in her archives, where she has carefully preserved

them. Thus the Ohio Valley, together with all of iSouth-western Vir-

ginia, passed from under the dominion of France to that of the Island

Empire. But another title to the valley was yet to be abrogated, that

of the original owners—the Indians, who, for perhaps a thousand years,

had roamed over its hills and vales in })ursuit of game
;
who had made

it their principal thorouglifare in their missions of blood and rapine ever

since the Anglo-Saxon set foot on these shores and had began his march
in pursuit of the empire star. This title was yet to cost the lives of

many hundreds of those sturdy pioneers who had braved the perils of

the wilderness. Over its entire extent was to be heard the frightlul

war-whoop of the savage, and night was to be made lurid by the ilames

of burning homes. Then, to record an account of these scenes will next

be our province.
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INDIAN AVARS ON THE AVESTERN FRONTIER.

In presenting an outline of the annals of the settlement pf the vresteni

frontier, Ave must remember that a dreary uniformity of incident marks
all the story of the primitiA^e settlements in eA’ery part of our country,

from Plymouth to Jamestown, and from the northern lakes to thel\lex-

ican gulf, and that to enter into a. narration of individual efforts airl

sufferings, and less important triumphs and defeats, Avould only render

our chronicles a confused mass of rencounters of the rifle and tomahayvk.

of burnings, murders, captivities and reprisals, \yliich confound l)y their

number and Ayeary by their monotony and resemblance. A fev; moi e

prominent events only can be selected as samples of the many othcr>.

A feAV names oidy, from the long catalogue of pioneers, can be mentioned.

The memory of the hundreds necessarily omitted lAes Avhere tlu^y

Avould have Ayished it to live—in the Ayiuter evening’s recital, in tlie

rustic mountain ballad, and in the rude but interesting tradition of

border Avarfare.

The first Avhite Avoman Avho saAV the KanaAvha riA^er Avas

MRS. HANNAH DENNIS.

In the summer of 1761 a Avar party of Shawnee Indians penetrated the

settlements on James river, murdered many of flic settlers and. carried a

number of others into captiAuty, among the latter iMrs. Dennis. She,

Avith about twenty others, Acas carried to the toAyns north of the Ohio,

and upon arriving there the captives Acere separated by their cajitors,

and it Avas decided iMrs. Dennis should live at the Chillicothe tov/ns.

Avhere she remained more than tAvo years, during Ayhich time she learned

their language, })ainted herself, and in many rcs])ccts coiJbrmed to tla ir

manners and customs. She devoted herself to tlie sick, and Avas highly

e.steemed by the Indians as one skilled in the art of curing disease.

Having discoA’cred that they Ayere very superstitious and believed in

necromancy, she ])rofessed Ayitchcraft and aflccted to be a projdietess.

IsotAyithstanding this, IMrs. Dennis A\’as ahyays determined to ellcct her

escape Ayhen a favorable opjiortunity should present itself, and having
so long remained AA'ith them, ap})arently Ayell satisfied, they ceased to

entertain any sus])icions of such a design. In June, 1763, she left tlu'

Chillicoth(‘ toAA'ns, o^teiiVihUj to ]U'ocure herbs for medicinal purposes, but

rcalhj to make her escape. As she did not return that night her inten-

tion AA’as sus])ccted, and early next morning several Avarriors Avere sent in

j)ursuit ol' her. In order to leave as little trail as possible, she had

crossed the Scioto river three times, and Ayas just getting OA’er the fourth

time, forty miles beloAV the toAvns, Avhen she Ayas discoA’cri'd by her

jAursuers. They fired at her across the river Ayithout cllect, but in

emh'avoring to make raj)id llight she cut one of her feet upon a sharp

stone.
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The Indians then rushed across tlie river to overtake her, but she

eluded tlicm by crawling into the hollow of a largo fallen sycamore.

Thev searched around for her for some time, frequently step{)ing on tlie

log \vhich concealed her, and encanq)ed near it that night. On tla*

next dav tliev went on to the Ohio river, but finding no trace of her

they returned home.

Mrs. Dennis remained at that place tliree days, waiting for her wound
to heal, and then set off for home. 81ie reached the Ohio river, op])o-

site the present site of the town of Blount Pleasant, and crossed that

river on a drift log, then began her journey up the Kanawha to tliC

settlements in the Greenbrier country, which she knew to be nearesi

lier. She traveled only during the night, for fear of discovery, and at

last, iiaving subsisted on roots, herbs, green grapes, wild cherries and

river muscles for several days, and exhausted by fatigue and huitger,

she sat down by the side of Greenbrier river with no expectation of pro-

ceeding further. In this situation she was found by Thomas Athol and

three others, from Clendenin’s settlement, which she had passed without

knowing it. She had been then niore than twenty days on hei- disconsolate

journey, alone, on foot, but till then cheei'ed with the hope of again ):>eing

with her friends. She was taken baek to Clendeuin’s, where the}' kindly

ministered to her until she became so far invigorated as to travel on horse-

back with an escort to Fort Young, on Jacks(ufs river, and from theiv

was carried to her relatives on the James river. (The above we subjoin

from the very interesting work of Withers.)

MURDER OF THE CLENDENIN FAMILY.

Shortly after INIrs. Dennis had gone from Clendeuin’s, a party of

Shawnees penetrated into the Greenbrier country, led on by the distin-

guished warrior Cornstalk, and in two short days suceeeded in destroy-

ing every settlement in that section of the State. After having murdered
the inhabitants at IMuddy creek, they ])assed over into the J^evcls and
attacked the house of Archil)ald Clendenin, in which from fifty to one

hundred persons had taken refuge. Of the whole number of men at

Clendenin’s but one escaped. He, being at some distance from tlie

house, heard the screams of the women and children, and tied to Jack-
son’s river, where he gave the alarm in time to save the settlers from
destruction. The .^cene in and aliout the house was one that beggars

des(‘ription
;
imm, women and childiam lying in a confused mass, welter-

ing in each other’s lilooil, wliile the shrieks and groans of the dying nuit

the air. One colored woman, who was endeavoring to escajie, kilkal Ikm*

own child, wliich was following her, crying, h'>t lu'r whereabouts might
be discovered by its cries. Stuart says in his Memoir that Mrs. Chai-
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(lenin did not fail to abuse the Indians with terms of reproach, calline;^

them cowards, etc., althouah the tomaliawk was drawn over lier head,

accompanied v/ith tlireats of instant death, and the seal]) of her murdered
Imsband was laslied about lier face. The prisoners were all taken to

Muddy creek, and a party of Indians retained them there untif the re-

turn of others from Carr’s creek, when the whole were started olf together

to spend a ho])eless captivity beyond the Ohio.

On the day tlu‘y started from the foot of Keeney’s Knob, going over

the mountain, INIrs. Clendenin gave her infant child to a woman, who
was also a [)risoncr, to carry, and as the prisoners were marching in the

center and the Indians in front and rear, she ste])ped aside into a thicket

until all had ])assed by. The cries of the child soon made the Indians

inquire for tlie mother, who was missing, and one of them said he

would soon bring the cow to the calf, and taking the child from the

woman he dashed its brains out against a tree, and then threw the body
down in the ]>ath, where it was trampled to pieces by the horses. i\Ers.

Clendenin remained until nightfall, and then returned to her own house,

a distance of more than ten nules, where she found the mangled re-

mains of her husband lying in the yai’d, which she covered over with

rails, after which she went into a corn-lield and remained until niondng,
when she resumed her flight, and, after many toils and privations,

reached the settlements on Jacksoii's river. It has been supposed that

the Indians ])er])etrating these dreadful outrages were in pursuit of ]Mrs.

Dennis, and, if it be true, how dearly were others made to pay the price

of her deliverance

!

OTHER INDIAN DEPREDATIONS.

In October, 17G4, a party of IMingo and Delaware Indians crossed the

Ohio, and, ascending the Big Sandy, crossed over on Kew river, wliere

they separated into two ])arties and directed their ste])s toward different

settlements—one })arty going toward Koanoke and (Catawba), and the

other in the direction of Jackson’s river. They had not long ])assed

when their trail was discovered by three men, named Swo])e, Pack and
Pitman, who were then engaged in tra])])ing on New river. These men
followed the trail until they came to the place where the Indians divided,

and judging from the routes taken that tlie Ivoanoke and dacksoifs l iver

settlements were the objects of their vengeance, they determiiu'd to a])-

})rise the inhabitants of tlu'se places of iheii- dangiu-. Swope and Pack
started for Roanoke, and Pitman for Jackson’s river, but before they could

accomjilish their object tlie Indians had reached the settlements on tlie

latter river and on the (’atawba. Die parly whose di'stinatitm was ,Iack-

.soii’s river traveled down Dunlap’s creek and crossed the flames river a

short distance above Fort Young in the night and unnotic‘cd, and going

down this river to the residmice oi' William Carpcntci', at which place was
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a stockade fort, coinniamlod by a ]Mr. Brown. They met Carpenter just

above the house and killed him, then immediately proceeded to the

house and made jifisoners of a son of I\Ir. Car[)enter and two sons of Mi-.

Brown (all children) and one woman. The othei-s liclongin^^ to the

house were in the lield at work, and thus escaped a terrible fate. The
Imlians then despoiled the house, and, taking some horses, commenced a

precipitate retreat, fearing discoyerv and })ursuit.

AVlien Carpenter was shot, the report of the gun wa.s heard liy tho>e

at work in the field, and Brown carri(‘d the alarm to Fort Young, in

consequence of the weakness of this fort a messenger was disjiatched tc

Fort Dinwiddie with the intelligence. Captain Paul, commandant there,

immediately began the ])ursuit with aliout twenty of his men, and jia.-s-

ing out of the head of Dunlap’s creek descended Indian creek and
river to Piney creek, without making any discovery. On Indijin creek

they met Pitman, jdmost exhausteil, wlio had lieen running all the day
and night jirevious for the purpose of a])})rising the garrison at Fori

Young of the approach of the Indians, ihtman joined in the pursuit,

which was contiuucd down the Kanawha river until it was ascertained

that the Indians had crossed the Ohio.

As Captain Paul and his party were returning they accidentally met
with the other party of Indians, which liad been to Catawba and com-

mitted some depredations and murders there. They were discovered

about midnight, encamped on the north bank of Yew river, o[)})osite an

island at the mouth of Indian creek. Excepting some few who were

watching the prisoners whom they had taken on the CatawTia, they were

lying around a small fire, wrapped in skins and blankets. Paul’s men,
not being aw’are that there were jirisoners among them, fired into their

midst, killed three of the Indians and wounded several others, one oi

wliom ran into Kc\v river and drowned himself to preserve his scal}>.

The rest of the party fled hastily down the river and escaped.

In an instant Cajitain Paul and his men rushed forward to secure the

wounded and prevent further esca})os. To show the deadening etieci

that scenes of murder and bloodshed has on theMuiman intellect, we
here introduce the reply of a prisoner, rescued at this time. 8he was a

Mrs. Catharine Gunn, an English lady, who had known Captain Paul

years before. Recognizing his voice, she called him by name, just a>

one of his men was in the act of tomaliawking her. She made no re-

sistance, and when asked the reason, rc])lied ; “I liad as .«oon be mui-
dered as not. My husband is murdered, my cbildren are slain, my
parents are dead. I have not a relative living in America. Every
thing dear here to me is gone. I have no wishes, no hopes, no fears. I

would not have risen to my feet to save my life.” (Sec De I lass.) Such
were some of the horrible realities experienced by the early settlers ct

South-western Virginia.
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CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES.

But now, 1764, the iiihahitauts of the western frontier were to enjoy

a brief respite from savage l'»arbarity, the first since the Anglo-Saxon
had dared to venture west of the mountains. In that year tlie dlritish

government, anxious to secure an amicable adjustment of the (litHculties

growing out of the French and Indian war, re.sorted to various modes
for effecting so desirable an object. Ho})ing to conciliate by fair words
and fine promises, one of the first movements was to issue, through
Colonel Boquet, a proclamation in which the desires for peace on the

part of th.e government were made known. Thirty Indian tribes signi-

fied a willingness to treat for peace. General Bradstrcet, accompanied
by Sir William Johnson, repaired to Niagara for the purpose of ojiening

negotiations with the northern tribes, while Colonel Boc|iiet was sent to

the Muskingum to treat with the Ohio Indians, and there, on the 9th

of November, 1764, he concluded a treaty of peace with the Delawares
and Shawnees, and received from them two hundred and six prisoners,

ninety of whom had been carrieel away from the frontier of Vii’ginia.

THE WESTEEN FRONTIEE IN 1772.

Eight years had passed away since the close of the French and Indian

war. During this time the savages had remained faithful to the terms

of Boq net’s treaty, and emigration was fast pouring over the mountains;
the cabin of the pioneer dotted the wilderness along tin; western decliv-

ities of the Alleghanies. The great object of the western emigrant has

ever been to obtain land, and wherever that object could be accom-
plished, there arose the log cabin, and there was the home of the })ioneer.

The result of the last war had forever settled the title of Vii-ginia to

all that portion of country lying between the Blue Kidge and the Oliio

river, and she now' freely granted portions of it to any or all who would
undertake to found a home in the then “far west.” From her eastern

part, from Pennsylvania, and from iMaryland, came the coiujuerors of

the wilderness, either a single family, or in companies of a dozen or moi-c,

and from Southern Pennsylvania to the Big Sandy river settlements were
being made.
As early as 1754, the first settlement in North-western Virginia was

made. In that year David Tygart and a man named Files brought
their families across the mountains and located themsidves—Tygart in

the beautiful valley which still bears his name, and Files near wlnwo
Beverly, the county seat of Kandolph, now' stands. These were the

first .settlements in that part of Virginia, and the family of J'”des was
to be the first in the long list of those who were to fall victims to
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savage cruelty. The Tygart family escaped and returned east of tlu*

mountains.

In the above year, Christopher Gist, the agent and surveyor of the

Ohio Land Company, and who was the first to make surveys wost of tliv

Oliio river, settled upon a tract of land in wliat is now Fayette coimtv,

Pennsylvania, but was then supposed to be in Virginia. Ilis was the

first actual settlement on the waters of the Upper Ohio, and his presence

there soon induced several other families to come out and settle around
him.

In 1758 Thomas Decker and several others located at the mouth oi

Decker’s creek, but early tlie next spring they were all murdered by a

party of iMingo and Delaware Indians, who were determined that their

hunting-grounds should not become the home of the invaders with

whf)in they had disputed possession for more than a hiimlred years.

The next attempt at settlement was made in 1708 by a number of

persons on Buckhannon, a tributary of Tygart Valley river. Among them
were Samuel Pringle, John Pringle, John and Benjamin Cutiiight, Henry
Rule, John Hacker, and John and William Ratcliff

In 1770 many emigrants reached the Monongahela and Ohio rivers.

In that year Captain Cresap erected a cabin at the mouth of what is

now Dunlap’s creek. Captain Parsons settled on the Horse Shoe bot-

tom, on Cheat river, and many other enterjwising men, whose names
were to be rendered prominent by their posterity, “took up” large

tracts of these fertile lands. Among them were Cuuningham, Butler,

Minear, Goff, Fink, etc.

SETTLEMENT OF WHEELING.

In this year, too, the foundation of “Virginia’s IMetropolis of theWest”
was laid. The Zanes made the first settlement on the l)anks of “ivU

IVUe Riviere'' (Ohio) below Fort Pitt, at the mouth of Wheeling creek,

and Jose])h Tomlinson made the second at the mouth of Grave creek

shortly afrer. They were soon joined by Bonnett, Wetzel, IMesser,

George Hetller, Benjamiu Biggs, Joshua Baker, Zaxdiariah Sprigg,

Andrew Swearengen, David Shepherd, the McCollochs, Mitchells, Van
INL'ters, INIillers, Kellers, etc., etc. These were the men who founded
Wheeling, and whose means and determined bravery went far towards
breaking the power of the savage and thus opening the country to civili-

zation.

In 1772, settlements were made on Elk river, and in the vicinity of

Clarksburg, and at other ])oints in South-western Virginia. Among
these pioneers wert' the Hickm;in<, the l\nvers, Andersous, Webbs,
Nutters, Collrials, Beards, Davisons, and a host of others proininent in

pioneer history.
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These were the prlacipil settleineiits made in Western Virixinia prior

to the year 1778; but tidiu'^s of this fertile land had already reached

the far east, and hundreds })repared to find homes in the exhausiless

domain that stretclied out befor-3 them.

But through all these years a jealous eye was watching the march of

the Aiig'l )-Sax(jti in his compiest of the wilderness. It was the Indian

who saw in it all tlie extinction of his own race; his immediate ancest(n's

had been forced to leave the shores of the Chesapeake, and the banks of

the Jatnes and Potomac, and to take refuge west of the mountains, in

the very country whicli he now" saw passing into the possession of his

enemies. He resoKmd to defeml it against the encroachimmts of his

conquerors east of the mountains, and only awaited an o}){)ortunity to

commence his favorite \vork of murder. Tliat opportunity, through the

indiscretion of the English, soon presented itself.

ENGLISH FOLLY—DUNMORE’s WAR.

The treaty wdiich had continued inviolate since 1765, was now* to be

broken on the part of the English. In the early part of 1774 several

Indians Avere murdered on the South Branch of the Potomac, by one

Nicholas H irpokl and his associates. About the same time Bald Eagle,

an Indian chief of considerable notoriety, not only among his own tribe,

but along the whole \vestern frontier, was in the habit of hunting with

the Engli'^h, and on one of his visits was murdered by Jacob Scott,

William flicker and Elijah Runner, wdio, reckless of consequences,

committed the act simply to gratify their thirst for Indian blood.

There wms at this time an Indian towm on the banks of the Little

Kanawha river, not far from the jiresent site of the town of Elizabeth,

ill Wirt county. West Virginia. It was called Bulltown, and was
inhabited by live families of friendly Indians, who were in int 'rcourse

with the settlers on Buckhaunon, fri‘quently visiting and hunting
with them. There was likewise a German family name<l Strowd
residing on Gauley river, near its junction wuth the Great Kanawha.
In the summer of this year, when Mr. Strowd was absent frimi home,
his family were all murdered, his house plundere<l, and his cattle driven

off. The trail left by the })('rpetrators ot‘ this outrage led in the direc-

tion of Bulltown; this hal to the supposition that its inhabitants v'ere

the authors of these murders, and several parties resolved to avenge the

crime U[)on them. A party of live men exjiressed a determination to

proceed forthwith in search of the supposed murdei’ers. They were
absent several days, and, upon their return, denied liaving seen an
Indian in their absence. Future developments, howi'ver, proved that

they had mimh'red every inhabitant—man, woman and child—at Bull-

town, and had thrown their bodies in the river that their ncU might
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never be known. Here, then, was a piifficient cause to justify retalia-

tion, and forthwith there broke out a savage war along the entire western

frontier.

To meet this general uprising of the confederated tril)cs of the North-

west, who had now determined to annihilate the inhabitants 'of the whole
western frontier, Vii-ginia, ever ready with her treasure and the service.-

of her people, responded to the call of his excellency, Governor Dun-
more, and forthwith three thousand soldiers, chiefly from the counties ot

Augusta, Botetourt, Frederick and Shenandoah, enrolled their name-
and shouldere<l their rifles in defense of the defenseless frontier.

These troops were divided into two bodies, called the Northern and
Southern divisions. The Northern division was led by Governor Dun-
more in ])erson, and the command of the Southern was given to General
Andrew Lewis. His command rendezvoused at Camp Union (afterwaixl

Fort Savannah), now Lewisljiirg, in Greenbrier county, and by the fii.-t

of September General Lewis only awaited the arrival of Colonel Chri-
tian and others from Lord Dunmore to begin his march against the

Indian towns north of the Ohio. In a few days a messenger arrived

with orders from Dunmore, who was then at the head of the Northern
division, at Williamsburg, to meet him on the 2d of October at the

mouth of the Great Kanawha. On the 11th the tents were struck, and
the army commenced its line of march through an unknown and track-

less wilderness.

Captain IMatthew Arbuckle, who had traversed the Kanawha Valley in

1764, acted as guide and conducted the expedition to the Ohio river,

which was reached after a dreary march of nineteen days. Some days

after the march began several of the command were attacked with small-

pox, and were left where the city of Charleston now stands. Among
the number was Alexander Clendenin, brother of Captain William Clcn-

denin, and father of Andrew Clendenin, Esq., now of jMason county.

When General Lewis reached the mouth of the Kanawha, he was greatly

disappointed in not meeting Governor Dunmore, and still more so at m>t

hearing from him. In the absence of orders it was determined to go

into camp, and accordiitgly the tents were pitched u])on the triangular

point of land between the right bank of the Kanawha and the left bank
of the Ohio, accessible only from the rear. This })lace was called by the

Indians, “Tu, cmhi, ivle,'' signifying in the Wyandotte language, “The
junction of two rivers.” The ground thus oecupied by the Virginia army
is the same up<m which the town of Boint Bleasant has since been built.

Little did that band of sturdy Virginians think that ere they left that

place they were to fight the most tiercely-contested battle ever fought

with the Indians in Adrginia, if not on the continent. It was not until

Sunday, October Uth, that a messenger reached General Ijewis, informing
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him that the plan of the campaign had been changed, and ordering him to

march direct to the Indian towns on the Scioto, at v/hich place the Korth-

ern division would join him.

TPIE BATTLE OF POINT PLi:ASANT.

Accordingly arrangements were made pi’eparatory to leaving on the

following morning (Monday, 10th); but early on that morning two sol-

diers, named llobertson and Hickman, went up the Ohio in quest of deer,

and after having gone a short distance they discovered a large body of

Indians, just arising from their encampment. Tlie soldiers were hrcd

upon and Hickman was killed, but Kobcrtsoii escaped and ran into camp,
hallooing, as he ran, that he had seen a “ body of Indians covering fmi’

acres of ground.” This force consisted of the llower of the confederated

tribes, who had abandoned their towns on the Pickaway plains to meet
the Virginia troops and give them battle before the two corps could i»e

united. \Vithin an hour after the presence of the Indians had been dis-

covered, a general engagement took jdace, extending from the bank of the

Ohio to that of the Kanawha, and distant a half a mile from the ])oiut.

General Lewis, who had witnessed a similar scene at Braddock’s defeat,

acted with steadiness and decision in this great emergency. He ar-

ranged his forces promptly and advanced to meet the enemy. Colonel

Charles Lewis (brother of the General), with three hundred men, formed

the right line, met the Indians at sunrise, and sustained the first attach.

He fell, mortally wounded, in the first lire, and was carried to the rear,

where he shortly after expired. His troops, receiving almost the entli’e

weight of the charge, were broken and gave way. Colonel Flemming,
commanding the left wing, advanced along the bank of the Ohio, and in

a few moments fell in with the right wing of the Indian line, which

rested upon the liver. The effect of the first shock was to stagger tlie

left wing as it had done the right, and its commander was severely

wounded at an early stage of the conflict. But his men succeeded in

reaching a piece of timber land and maintained their position until the

reserve under Colonel Field reached the ground. It will be seen by ex-

amining Lewis’ plan of the engagement, and also the ground on whicli

the battle was fought, that an advance on his part and a retreat on tlu*

]>art of his opponents necessarily weakened their lines l)y constantly in-

ci'easing their length, and if it extended from river to river, he W(»uld

be forced, eventually, to break his line or leave his flanks unprotected.

Writers upon the subject of Indian tactics inform us that it was the

great object of his geiu'ralship to preserve his Hanks and overthrow those

of his enemy. They continued, tliercfoicv contrary to their usual jaac-

tice, to dispute the ground with the jiertinacity of veterans along the

whole line, retreating slowly from tree to tree until 1 o’chadc p. m., when
they reached a strong position. Here both armies rested within lillc
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range of each other until late in the evening, when General Lewis, see-

ing the impracticability of dislodging the Indians by the most vigorous

attack, and sensible of the great danger which must arise to his army if

the contest were not decided before night, detached the three companies
commanded by Captains Isaac Shelby, George ^lathews and John Stew-
art, with orders to ])roceed up the Kanawha river, and under cover of

the banks of Crooked creek (a stream emptying into the Kanawlui about
half a mile from the point) to attack tiie Indians in the rear. The
maneuver thus planned and executed had the desired efi'ect, and gave to

the colonial army a complete victory. Tlie Indians, tinding themselves

suddenly encompassed between two armies, attacked in front and rear,

and doubtless believing that in the rear was the long expected reinforce-

ment under Colonel Cliristian, soon gave way, and about sundown com-
menced a precipitate retreat across the Ohio, toward their towns on
the Scioto.

The desperate nature of this conflict may be inferred by the deep-seated

animosity of the parties toward each other, the high courage which both

possessed, and the consequences wliich hung upon the issue. Tlie victory

was indeed most decisive, and many were the advantages o1)tained by it;

but they were dearly bought. One-half of the commissioned oiticers had
fallen, seventy-five men lay dead upon the field, and one hundred and forty

wounded. Among the slain were Colonels Lewis and Field; Captains

Buford, iMorrow, Wood, Cundiff, Wilson and McClanahaii, and Lieuten-

ants Allen, Goldsby and Dillon. The loss of the Indians could never be

ascertained, nor could the number engaged be known. Their army was
composed of warriors from the different nations north of the Ohio, and com-
prised the flower of the Shawnee, Delaware, iMingo, Wyandotte and
Cayuga tribes, led on by their respective chiefs, at the head of whom was
Cornstalk, Sachem of the Shawiiees, and King of the Xorthern Confed-

eracy. Never, perha})S, did men exhibit a more conclusive evidence nf

bravery in making a charge and fortitude in withstanding a charge than
did these undisciplined soldiers of the forest on the held at Point Pleasant.

Such, too, was the heroic bravery dis{)laye(.l by those comj^osing the Vir-

ginia army on that occasion that high ho[)cs were entertained of their future

distinction. Nor were these hopes disappointed, for in the various scenes

through which they subsequently passed, the pledge of after eminence then

given was fully redeemed, and the names of Shelby, Camplndl, Lewis,

Mathews, Moore and others, their compatriots in arms on the bloody held

at the mouth of the Great Kanawha, have been inscribed in brilliant

characters upon the roll of f‘ame. The following gentlemen, with oth(‘rs

of high reputation in private life, were oflicers in the battle of P<'int

Pleasant: General Isaac Shelby, the first Governor of* Kcaitucky, and
Secretary of War during Monroe’s administration; General ^Villiam

Campbell and Colonel John Campbell, heroes of King’s Mountain and
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Long Island; General William Shelby, one of the most favored citi'/tais of

Tennessee, often honored with confidence of that State; General Andiew
Moore, of Rockbridge county, the only man ever elected by \arginia to

a seat in the United States Senate from the country vest of the Rlui-

Ridge; Colonel John Stewart, of Greenbrier; General Tate, of Washing-

ton county, Virginia; Colonel William l\IcKee, of Lincoln count},

Kentucky; Colonel John Steele, afterward a Governor of IMississippi

Territory; Colonel Charles Cameron, of Bath county, Virginia; Genoral

Bazaleel Wells, of Ohio; General George iMathews, a distinguished oiticor

in the war of the Revolution, the hero of Brandywine, Germantown ami

•Guilford, a Governor of Geoi-gia, and a Representative from that State in

the Con.gress of the United States; Cajttain William Clendenin, the iir.'t

Representative from iUason county in tlu' Legislature of Virginia
;
Genera!

Andrew Lewis, a Brigadier-General during the Revolution, twice woumhad
at the siege of Foi-t Xecessity, the commandant of the troo])S that drove

Lord Dunmore from Gwynn’s Island in 1770, a iidannounccd hisoi’dors of

attack by putting the match to the first gun, an eighteen-])Ounder, himself.

Robertson, who gave the fii'st alarm at Point Pleasant, afterward rose to

the rank of Brigadier-General in Tennessee.

The day after the battle Colonel Chi istian, at the head of three hundred
Fincastle troops, arrived at Point Pleasant and at once })roceeded to Inirv

the dead. A fort was hastily erected and named Fort Randolph, in whicli

a garrison of one hundred men were left. The Virginia army, made
’Gager by success and maddened by the loss of so many brave ofii(*ers,

crossed the Ohio and dashed away in pursuit of the beaten and disheart-

ened savages. Our next information of the Virginians is that a march ot

eighty miles through an untrodden wilderness has been performed, and «>n

the 2Ith of October we find them encamped on Congo creek, in what i-

now Pickaway township, Pickaway county, within striking distance of the

Indian towns, but there again c()m})elled to await the movements of the

Tory governor, at the head of the left wing, who was then encamped fur-

ther north, at a point called Camp Charlotte, and from wdiicli ])lace he

sent a messenger to General Lewis, forbidding his further advance into the

liostile country, as he (Dunmore) was now negotiating f>r })eace with the

Indians. The })eace was concluded, a junction of the two divisions was

formed, and the whole army returmnl by way of Fort Gower (at the

mouth of the Muskingum) to Virginia. Thus ended 1 lunmore’s war.

To the student of history no truth is nioi’c patent than this -that the

battle at l*oint Pleasant was the first in the series of the .Revolution, the

flames of which were then being kindled by the op])ression of the mother

country, and the resistance of the same l)V the feeble but determined

colonies. It is a well-known fact that emissaiaes of Great Pritain were

then inciting the Indians to hostiliti('s against the frontier for the puri>ose

of distracting attrition, and thus pi-ev('nting the consummation of the

union which was then being formed to resist the tyranny of their armed



.'£.7.!A7AV';.\Vi <X’J-
tgs

,r.i.w«! isMiaoilJ^'Oim.vtlt-niamKilIt,/ l.nmini v. i-J

, ,
,.l (. .fori- T.ra u, 'ilr.; .. .. ,7!Ui..o foJ a«I-

r.iw.’W 1.- ki-.foiK
;

I'jivl. /nfofo''fo- iitiof. .-J'''

*

UxM -to •ia.ni>v..f) « lni.v-r.iln . .Iv-.f-. nil..!-

iiM 1 .

- ' ifonifo'V > (<’ ^

i{(; a j (I iniriot,.' ,
ii! fMfVtfti: a to •> in

^
t „ nn.il->

! tnii ^uo-El

.riJ
^ J

• \ . . : ..t '>... ..-..'0 . I *vi 1 l Of -/sfTOi -n

i

'm'

I

imrut-vj

'it

ii,KnV. H'xyi'i

.-vff^rJ mrihiiA
*

:yrC/l' nr'/‘l'‘iu t«

t 1
bfv.cuamii:iMC.t .o-i ai Inmi. I . mr/wO ajonk

m: ,«iw- i.Tii -uii oJ i^.:Knr7ii.T

to- I/fiivrio/tn Im-oM, m i.'ui un. tni:-,

,,I 9-n,.. la I-.... JW. I -I.: i.-y/tT:<»

'{.»{ ff'^Ut n'lihfi.'.'i Olfit to fiOgi'ltft’J /t-

f O.li 7<[ I>fo.n'.h!u:ii? ima feHivjoUH

. i-ll, lMi«'fo>n:ad -ai'to oi’ v-">< ‘

a l.alr ,i a..iuhviV
-'.V’-iw/.' I.u.7

|:f;.i!
,
7_unii onV

•li '' f.Ytrul 0 *^

'

Kj fl 7

i.' ') Ili't 1
;

1 -, j 4 ;'// nfvi J'tfo*. i'ii

rnnii; Sm.i'I

.(•irlifi feollut Vldl^b

•tMt(n;-,iO 'lo jlJl

:<f

‘.nit
II-.' i (ft; ,l>')!fn'

:..l :ii).ri:ura^ -a r . .I-.' ( Vfo-lfo!.,i‘i .aoa

„ii !,-
. ,.',7<mi 9 ii) Xi-.irn .li J/H mi.u.o iiu;i-a v"!' fo""'’'

. . i.'idl -av- ..<!/- .ii»!
' ifo'i 9'!' *" i'lfoM .ilJ la

''''‘'‘‘'I
'"3

i , 1-M/, im.ii bim /-.fo.'l'....':’) -imii ) (W l«-> >'<>>'1 «

- it liii-f- >,.. ,<{ rii -iiilciloii'.iiv-oii M.n (ai.mmiiU) '.il -a
|-'7 r

-It.- ..v/t xli
-

1 .. .K.il-.niii. a -Ifoi'itlvtitn ;itl J ‘

.!, ,0 ir.'-l -to va- v<! i, ,,n..t;,;r vtiftii ol-.lv- -;7
_

;i “

tt,-,.
- -n-.ir.i.if! .tiilT .tiH.foti / oi

;

/>" 1- t

,'l; J-i.h -iiij iiiMll Hi-4i..:i
'.•i-.ui t-Mlir.i -..t V '..!'-tii.

t'
’.V-.'lr,-,!

-;;!j ui iviil u,lf..:v-J...«-.l 1 tHM.l la
'j>; I ill J - 1"

l,.„,i.,,,,,-:,l, „„i'«y.,;t '..il vd '.'lii :• v-...i:r,.<.n -IM l.m. .C< »

nirli'iil :<•:;» '!" whi:-.im'i JB.ll J 'Bt I1..-HI-I-II-" a<‘ -1.- «.»<•«».

9 . 1 ) '..A '..Il
"'B'i

'•f(j 'ici
7 fh iv: i /'n<J

ioiinjs -li'.iii'lo Yniiiri'M .‘Mh J'-i '.oJ

! i;
*}o

“'uiod tui fioiuii

../(jA



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 325

oppressors. It is also ^vell Mriown that Lord Dumnore was an enemy of

the colonists, hy his rigid adherence to the royal cause and his eilorts to

induce the Indians to co-operate with the Eiiglisli, and thus assist in reduc-

ing Virginia to sul)jection. It has been asserted that he intentionally

delayed tiie progressof the left wing of the army that the idgiit might he

destroyed at Point Plea.sant. Then, at tlie moutli of the Great Kanawha
river, on the 19th day of October, 1774,- there went whizzing through the

forest the first volley of a struggle for liberty which, in the grandeur and
importance of its results, stands without a parallel in the history of the

world. On that day the soil upon which Point Pleasant now stands, drank
the first blood shed in defense of American liberty, and it was there decided

that the decaying institutions of the IMiddle Ages should not prevail in

America, but that just laws and jiriceless liberty should be ])lauted forever

ill the domains of the New AVorld.

Historians, becoming engrossed with the more stirring scenes of the

Kevolution, have failed to consider this sanguinary battle in its true import
and bearing upon the destiny of our country, forgetting that the colonial

army returned home only to enlist in the patriot army, and on almost every

battle-field of the Revolution represented that little band who stood face to

face with the savage allies of Great Britain at Point Pleasant. But all

did not return. iMaiiy thus early paid the forfeit of their lives, but they

were not forgotten. Though no marble marks their place of rest, and no
historian has inscribed their names on the roll of the honored dead, yet

their memory lives in the rehearsal around the cabin fires of the mountains
of West Augusta, and in the rustic mountain ballads which were chanted
many years after the storm of the Revolution had spent its force and died

away.

LAST SURVIVOR OF THE BATTI.E.

Belonging to General Lewis’ army was a young man named Ellis

Hughes. He was a native of Virginia, and had been bred in the hot-bed

of Indian warfare. The Indians having murdered a. young lady to whom
he was very much attached, and subsequently his father, he vowed revenge,

and the return of peace did not mitigate his hatred of the race. Shortly

after Wayne’s treaty with the Indians in 1795, he forsook his native mount-
ains, and, in company with one John Ratliff, removed north of the Ohio,

where they became the first settlers in what is now Licking county in

that State.

Hughes died near Utica, that county, in March, 1845, at an advanced
age, in the hope of a happy future; claiming, and accredited by all who
knew him, to be the last survivor of the battle of Point Pleasant. He
W’as buried with military honors and other demonstrations of rosjiect.
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VIKGINIA IN THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION.

It was the year 1775, and the soldiers engaged in Dunmore’s war re-

turned to Virginia only to find the afiairs between Great Britain and hei'

American colonies rajiidly verging to a crisis. Patrick Blenry was holdin.:

public meetings sjiellbound by his matchless oratory in denouncing th>

tyrannical policy of the mother country toward her subjects on this side

of the Atlantic.

On tlie 19tli of April there had been discharged a volley which was
being echoed and re-echoed along the coast from the 8t. Lawrence to

Florida—a volley, the first of a struggle which was to give the American
continent to liberty and make it ever after the home of the oppressed ot

all foreign lands. Virginia at once jirejiared to phiy her part on tlie

theater of the Revolution, and her first task was to rid herself of Dun-
more, her Tory governor.

Early in the year tlie British government, uneasy because of the hostile

attitude of the colonies, issued orders to the various governors to remove
all military stores to a place of safety, and thus prevent them from falliuL’;

into the hands of the colonists. In compliance with these orders, Dun-
more, on the 20th of April, secretly removed the gunpowder from Will-

iamsburg to the INIagdalen, a British man-of-war lying at anchor ofi’

Yorktown. No sooner had the act become known than the people of

Williamsburg flew to arms, and it was with difficulty that they could i)e

restrained from seizing the person of the governor. A deputation wa.-

sent to him, who remonstrated with him for the act. His reply “ was

everywhere considered as a inean and scandalous evasion.” He bceaune

alarmed and placed a guard of negroes around his residence, and then

swore “ by the living God” that if any violence was offiered him he would

])roclaim freedom to every slave in Virginia and lay Willianisburir in

ashes. These threats wrought the indignation of the })eople up to the

highest pitch. Six hundrc'd men armed themselves and repaired to h^ivd-

ericksburg, ready to march to Williamsburg and defend it from the threat-

ened attack of Dun more, while thousands of others in all i)arts of Virginia

stood ready to render aid.

Virginia has ovc'r had patriots and statesmen within her borders to Avhoin

she has turned a listtming c‘ar, and it was so now. Peyton Randolph ami

Edmund IVndleton transmitted their advice to Fredericksbiiig-, requesting

the ])Cople there assimibled to abstain from hostilities until the Continental

Congress should decide u|)on a general plan of resistance. This had the

desired ellect at Fnahu-icksburg, and the peo])le there collected disjierscd
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after passing a resolution tliat they drjhid h\j force of a rim^ this or

ami other sister colooj/ from luijust or wicked invasion.

But ^vith the volunteers collected at Hanover Court House it vas
different. They resolved to recover the (junpoicder or die i)i the attempt.

Patrick Henry was chosen leader, and the company marclicd toward
Williamsburg and halted at Doncastle’s inn, within sixteen miles of that

place. Duimiore knew Ikxtrick Henry, and for that reason sent Corbin, the

king’s receiver-general, out to meet the patriots. The result wjis that that

officer made full compensation for the powder. Henry dishamh'd the

com])any on the 4th of May, and all returned to their homes. Two days
later Dimmore issued a proclamation against ‘‘a certain Patrick Hcmry,
r>f the county of Hanover, and a number of deluded followers,*' and for-

bade all })crsons to n'cognize i)r harbor him or “any other concerned iii

like combinations.’'* On the 1 1th, Henry left Virginia to attend the meet-

ing of the Continental Congress at Philadelj'hia, to which he had been

chosen a me.mber.

The Virginians read the governor’s proclamation and received news of

the battle of Lexington at the same time, the combined effect of which was
to thoroughly arouse the people of every county in Virginia to a sense of

the dangei'S which l)cset them. A com|)any was organized which secretly

entered the government arsenal and carried away a great nunfher of arms
and military erjui])ments, after which act, when the governor heard of it,

he sent a messenger to f’aptain IMontague, commanding the Fowey, a

British man-of-war lying otf Yorktown, asking assistance. In com|)liance

with this i-equest, forty marines were sent to Williamsburg, A letter from
Montague also came to Colonel Nelson, commanding the Virginia troops,

informing him that if the marines were molested he would at once bom-
bard the town. This only had the efi*ect of still further increasing the

indignation of the people, and on the 8th of June Dunmoreand his family

took refuge on board the man-of-war off Yorktown, fearful of his safety

at Williamsburg. Here he remained, and “refused upon invitation of

the assembly to return to his place or to sign bills of the utmost importance
to the colony,” uidess that body would hold its meetings under the guns of

his ship at Yorktown. This that body refused to do, communications
ceased, and, on the last of June, Dunmore sailed d(’»wn the river, and thus

forever ended the royal government in \drginia.

The assembly then declared the governor to have abdicated, and, after

issuing a call for a convention to meet in the city of Bichmond, on the

17th of July following, adjourned.

On the day a[)pointed the convention met, its object being “ t<^ organize
a provincial form of government and a ]>lan of detense for the colony.”

A committee of sati'ty was a[)pointed, consisting of the following illus-

trious gentlemen: Edmund Ik'iidh'ton, ( ieorge Mason, John Pag(\ Kicliai-d

Bland, Thonms Ludwell Lc'e, Paul Carrington, Oiulh'y Higevs, James
Mercer, Carter Braxton, Mdlliam CabAl and John Tabb. 'fbe couvim-
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tion then made arraiiixomeiit?; to raise troops for defense, and ordered tlial

the force already enrolled be augmented to 9,000, there being at thattinu-

two regiments already in the tield. The other regiments were speedily

mustered and officered as follows:

REGIMENT. COLONELS. LIEIITENANT-COI,ONELS.

First Patrick Henrv Kobert Hoavc
Second William Woodford

j

Adam Stephen
Third Hugh Afercer 1 George Wheedon
Fourtli Adam Stephens

j

Isaac Keed
Fifth AViliiam Peachv 1 William Crawford
Sixth Alordocai Buckner Thomas Elliott

Seventh William Dangertield Alexander MeClanahan
Eichth Peter Muhlenberg

|

A. Bowman
Ninth George MathewsThomas Flemming

j

Of this force, six regiments were placed upon the contineutai establish-

ment, and the remaining three were retained as provincial guards.

The committee of safety ordered the army contractors to provide a

stand of colors, to be borne at the head of the various regiments, bearing

on one side the name of the district in which the regiment ha<l been
raised, and on the other, “ Vir(jinia for Coiisiifutional Libertij.’' This was
the first banner of liberty unfurled in the New World.

In October, Dunmore sent a party on shore at Norfolk, under cover

of the men-of-war lying in the harbor, who demolished Holt’s printing

office, from which there had issued a newspaper imbued with the })atii-

otic princi])les of the day. The cor})oration of the town remonsti-ated

against the outrage, but Dunmore answered by saying, he “could not

have done the people of Norfolk a greater service than by dc})riviiu:

them of the means of haying their minds ])oisoned, and of exciting in

them the S})irit of rebellion and sedition.” Holt, howeyer, was not to be

thus beaten. He published an eloquent philippic against the goyernor
ill the Williamsburg papers, and declared his intention to establish

another j)a]x^r to promulgate the same principles as the one which had

been destroyed.
'

Dunmore haying heard that a force was collecting in Pi-incess Anne
county, left Norfolk on the Ifith of Novemln'r, marched into that county,

attacked the provincials and completely routed them. He then rcturiunl

to Norfolk, where he establishc(l his head-quarters, and irom here he

issued his celebrated proclamation, in which he proclaimed martial hn^
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throughout Virginia; declared all able to bear arms traitors, who did not

resort to the king’s standard, and otlered freedom to all slaves “apper-

taining to rebels,” who would join his master’s cause. On this, Dunmore
staked his last ho])cs of subjugating Virginia. Had he possessed at his

cominand a sufiicient force to have enabled him to carry Ids threats into

execution some a])prehensions might have been aroused. But, as it

was, his course only aided to harmonize jniblic oj)inion, and proportion-

ately to increase ])ubHc irritation.

About the 20th of November, C’olonel AVoodford, with a portion of

the second regiment, marched within twelve miles of Noifolk, whei'e he

iialted and began the erection of l)reastworks, and here, on the 9th of

December, he was atta(*ked by a body of grenadiei's, commanded by
Ca})tain Fordyce, who attempted to storm the works, but were repulsed

I)V a most destructive lire from the Virginians. Fordyce retreated to

Norfolk, and Dunmoi‘e and his entire force lied for safety to the vessels

lying in the harbor. The Adi'ginians entered the city and began a

desultory fire on the vessels, which was continued for several days. In

retaliation, Dunmore, on the 1st day of January, bombarded the town
and set lire to the buildings along the shore. Orders were then received

by Colonel AVoodford from the committee of safety to burn the remain-

der of the town, and thus prevent the British frmn making it a })cr-

manent post. The orders were executed, and Norfolk, containing (i,000

inhabitants, and then the most populous town in Virginia, was laid in

ashes.

The General Convention of Virginia met at the capital on the Oth of

May. Edmund Pendleton was chosen jwesident and John Tazewell
secretary. Its work was plain. The tottering fabric of royal govern-

ment in Virginia had fallen, and to rear u[>on its ruins a structure

more elegant, more solid and more lasting, was now the task to be

performed.

On the 15th of this month, after appealing to the “ Searcher
(tf Hearts,” the convention unanimously adopted the following reso-

lution :

“That the delegates appointed to re})resent this colony in general

congress, be instructed to ])roj)ose to that res})cctable body to (h’clare the

United Cohmies free and independent Statet^, absolved from all allegiance

to, or dependence on the crown or parliament of Great Britain
;
and that

they give the assent of this colony to such declaration, and whatever
measures may be thought iu'c('ssary by Congress for forming foreign

dliances, and a confederation of colonies, at such lime and in the man-
icr that to them shall seem best; ])rovidetl, that tlu' [)ower of forming
governments f‘or, and the regulation ol' the internal concerns of each
olony, be left to the colonial h'gislatures.”

Thus Virginia furnished the draft of' the future declaration of inde-

pendence.
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On tlie 29th a constituti(ni was adopti'd, the first wliicli was tVaiiu d

with view to a ])eniKment st'paration fVoni (Jreat Britain, since tiiose <-l

Soutii Cart'lina and New I lanipshii-e, which alont' preceded it, were ic

continue only until a reconciliation could heetlected lietweeipthe nioth. ;

country and the colonies. The plan of government was })roposed hy ih'

distingui.>hed Geoi-gc* IMason, and with the addition of a })reamble wrii

ten by Thomas delferson, unaniniously ado{)t(Hl by the convention, and

the following ofiieers a}>pointed in compliance with its iprovisions : l‘at

rick Henry, governor; John Page, Jfudley Digges, John Taylor, dohe
BLair, Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, Bartholomew Handridge, ChaiJ -

Carter, and Benjamin Harrison of Brandon, counselors of State; Th(tin:i'

Whiting, John Hutchings, Champion Travis, Thomas Newton, fjr.,ai;0

George Webb, commissioners of admiralty
;
Thomas laverard and Jann '

Cocke, commissioners for settling accounts; Edmund Bandolph, attorney-

general.

In the meantime Virginia had sent her rejn-esentatives to the general

congress then in session at Philadelphia; and they, in compliance win.

instructions from their con.^tituenev, were standing shoulder to shoiddrr

battling for the Declaration of Independence, and wlien, on tlie 4ih

day of July, 1776, the immortal band signed that document, no le.--

than seven of her honored sons were among the numl'or. The nanu -

of those who thus signed the charter ol' American Jdberty, were a^

follows: George AVythe, Bichard Henry Lee, Thomas efclferson, Ben-

jamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightlbot Lee, and Carter

Braxton.
In the early days of June, Dunmorc, with his fleet, had left Hamp-

ton Loads, landed and erected fortifications on Gwynn’s Island, within

the limits of what is now Matthews county. Here he was attacked on

the 9th of July by a body of Virginians under Brigadier-General

Andrew Lewis (who was in command at the liattle of Ik)int Pleasant

in 1774), and forced to abandon the island. Dunmore, now havine

despaired of ever swaying the scej)ter over the province again, di

'

patched the remnant of his followers to Florida and the West Indie.',

and sailing himself away to the north, left the shores of Virginia, never

to return.

On the 25th of the month the adoption of the Declaration of Tnde]>end-

once was officially announced at VJlliamsburg amid the acclamation'

of the people, the roar of artilhu-y and rattle of musketry. The A'
sembly met on the 7th of October for the tirst time under tlu' m \\

government; Edmund ikmdleton was elected S[u'aker of the Hoiisi^ ol

Delegates, and Archibald Casey, Pn'sident of the Senate. 4'he hr.'i

act })assed by that bodv was otu' repealing all acts of Parliameiii

against dissenters, and thus was tlu* first blow .'truck at the INtablish'di

Church in Virginia. Another act was })assed provitling for the appoint-
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ment of a committee to revise the State laws, and pre})are a code “ more
suitable to the new state of atlaii-s.” Tlie committee was a[)pointed

as follows: Edmund Pendleton, George Wythe, George iMason, and
Thomas Ludwell Lee. All the work, however, was perfornied by the

first three.

The seat of war had now been transferred to the North, where Wasli-

ington, Virginia’s distinguished son, on whom the Continental C’ongress

had bestowed the commission of Commander-in-Chief of all the forces

raised in defense of American lilterty, tvas drawing Burgoyne in a trap

into which he was destined to fall.

During this brief resj)ite from war, Virginia I’enewed her labors in

behalf of literature and society, as well as in the improvement of civil

relations. Dr. Small, the learned ])rofessor of William and Mary Col-

lege, continued his etf >rts in the diliiision of knowledge, which he had
commenced before the beginning of hostilities, under the patronage of

James Eaucpiier, ‘‘ the ablest character who had then ever filled the

chair of government in Virginia.” A literary and scientific society was
formed at this time, of which John Page was jii-esident, and Professor

James Madison one of the secretaries. This body held its meetings in

the Capitol at Williamsburg, and many philosophical papers were read,

and many interesting lectures delivered, but unfortunately the continu-

atiou of war prevented the ripe development of the association.

ALLIES OF GREAT BRITxtIN.

While Virginia was battling with her oppressors on her eastern,shores,

she was also compelled to defend her frontier against the savage hordes

employed by the emissaries of Great Britain to whom she paid a prem-
ium for the scalps snatched from the heads of helpless women and chil-

dren. Thus Christian England, then boasting of the splendors of her

civilization, turned loose the ruthless savage to murder and burn at the

stake the people of her own blood.

MURDER OF CORNSTxiLK AT POINT PLEASxVNT.

One of the most atrocious acts recorded in bordei- warfare was com-
mitted at Point Pleasant, at the mouth of the Great Kanawha, in the

summer of 1777. This was the shocking murder of Cornstalk, the cele-

brated Shawnee chief, whose nobleness of charactc'r every student of

pioneer history has learneil to admire, in the spring of the above year,

Cornstalk and Pedhawk came to J^^)rt Kandolph at the mouth of the

Great Kanawha and declared tiiat he and all his tribe were opposed to
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VIBGIXIA AND VIBGINIANS.

engaging' in the war on the side of the Britisii
;
but, that all the other trilses

north of the Ohio were determined to do so, and that his people would
be compelled to do likewise. Captain Arbuekle, commandant at Point
Pleasant, detained his visitors as hostages, hojang thus to })revent their

tribe from becoming allies of Great Britain. We subjoin an account of

the murder from tlie memoir of Colonel John Stewart, who was an eye-

witness of the scene : .w-.s-es*

“During tlie time of our stay [at Point Pleasant] two young men
named Hamilton and Gilmore went over the Kanawha one day to

hunt for deer. On their return to camp some Indians had concealed

themselves on the bank among the weeds, to view our encampment, and
as Gilmore came along past them, they fired on him and killed him on
the bank. Captain Arl)uckle and myself were standing on the opposite

bank, when the gun was fired, and while we were wondering who it

could be shooting contrary to orders, or what they were doing over the

river, we saw Hamilton run down to the l,>ank, who called out that Gil-

more was killed. Gilmore was one of the company of Captain John
Hall, of that part of the country now Rockbridge county. The captain

was a relative of Gilmore’s, whose family and friends were chiefly cut

off by the Indians, in 1763, when Greenbrier was cut off. Hall’s men
instantly jumped into a canoe and went to the relief of Hamilton, who
was standing in momentary expectation of being put to death. They
brought the corpse of Gilmore down the bank, covered with blood, and
scalped, and put it into the canoe. As they were passing the river, I

observed to Captain Arbuekle that the people would be for killing the

hostages, as soon as the canoe would land. He supposed that they

would not offer to commit so great a violence upon the innocent, who
were in no wise accessory to the murder of Gilmore. But the canoe

had scarcely touched the shore until the cry was raised, ‘Let us kill

the Indians in the fort!’ and every man with his gun in his hand, came
up the bank })ale with rage. Ca])tain Hall was at their head and leader.

Captain Arbuekle and I met them, and endeavored to dissuade them
from so unjustifiable an action; but they cocked their guns, threatened

us with instant death if we did not desist, rushed by us into the fort and
put the Indians to death.

“ On the preceding day Cornstalk’s son, Elinipsico, had come from

the nation to see his father, and to know if he were well, or alive. When
he came to the river, opposite tlu' fort, he hallooed. His father was at

that instant in tlu‘ act of delineating a ma{) of the country and the waters

between the Shawnee towns ami the Mississi])pi, at our re(piest, with

chalk U})on the floor. He immediately recognized the voic(‘ ot‘ his son,

W’ent out and answered him. The young fellow cros>ed over, and they

embraced eacli other in the most tender and aliectionate manner. The
interpreter’s wife, who had beim a prisoner among the Indians and had

recently left them, on hearing the uproar the next day, and hearing the
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men tlircfitening that tliey would kill the Indian?, for whom she retained

much atfection, ran to their cabin and informed them that the people

were just coming to kill them, and tliat because the Indians wii<>

killed Gilmore had come with Elini])sico the tlay before. .lie utterl\-

denied it; declared that he knew nothing of them, and trembled excetMl-

ingly. His father encouraged him not to be afraid, for that tlie Grrut

Min above had sent him there to be killed and die with hiim As tlu'

men advanced to the door. Cornstalk rose up and met them; they hied

upon him, and seven or eight bullets went through him. So fell tlio

great warrior, Cornstalk, whose name was bestowed u})on him by

the consent of the nation as their great strength and support. His .'on

was shot dead as he sat upon the stool. The Kedhawk made an
attempt to go up the chimney, but was shot down. The other Indian

was shamefully mangled, and I grieved to see him so long in the agonies

of death.”

Point Pleasant did not flourish for many years. There was no

church—its social condition was at the lowest ebb. Judging from the

accounts of travelers who visited the place in its earlier days, one

would siqipose that Goldsmith’s “ Deserted Village” was a paradise in

comparison. The })opular superstition was that a curse had been

laid upon the place to continue for one hundred years—a })unishment

for the fiendish murder. Patrick Henry, then governor, otiered a re-

ward for the apprehension of the murderers, but without efiect.

WAR CLOUDS AGAIN HANGING OVER VIRGINIA.

In the year 1779 the British determined upon the conquest of the

Southern States, and Sir Henry Clinton, aware that their resistance

would very much depend upon Virginia, resolved to humble her ])ride

and destroy her resources. Accordingly, early in ]\Iay a poidion of the

British fleet anchored in Hampton Boads, where they conq)elled the sur-

render of Fort Nelson, and on the 11th, the British General IMathews

took })ossession of Portsmouth. They then destroyed great quantities of

military stores at Gosport and Norfolk; burned the town of Sutlldk:

marched far into the interior, burning private residences, barns, and

scattering destruction far and wide. Their inen-of-war destroyed in the

meantime more than one hundred vessels, thus entirely ruining the

coasting trade of the colony. The army then re-embarked and sailed

away to New York, having finished, in a masterly manner, the work
assigned them to do.

The triumph of the British arms in the South portended great evil to

Virginia. Clinton determined to make her f'cl the elfi'cts of her contin-

ued resistance to a giH'ater extent than ever before, and for that puiqu'se

sent General Leslie with a force of three thousaiul men to complete her
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destruction. He a})|)eared in tlie Chesapeake Bay in Octoher, 1780 ,

landed at Bortsinonth and destioved the vessels and all other pro]X‘rty

which lie found along the coast.

Meantiine, Thomas Jdierson, who had succeeded Patrick Henry as

governor of the State, was, with the assistance of the best men dn the

State in the assembly, concentrating every force to oppose the invaders.

At this time (ienerai Gates, who had been beaten by Cornwallis in the

South, was relieved of his command, and General Greene a])]u)inted in

his stead. The British, fearing that a change of oliicers might also change
tlie fortunes of Cornwallis’ army, ordered Leslie to withdraw from Vir-

ginia and at once form a junction Avith the army in South C'arolina.

This he did just in time to assist in driving Greene back into Vii-ginia.

The day after the Americans crossed the Dan—the dividing line between
Virginia and Aorth Carolina—Greene wrote to the Governor and also

to Baron Steuben informing them of his situation and asking for rein-

forcements.

Early in December, 1780, Governor Jetferson also received a letter

from AVashington, informing him that the British Averc preparing to send
an expedition south, the objective point of Avhich Avas most ]>robably

Virginia. This ju’ediction })roved correct, for on the 80th, Benedict

Arnold, Avho had attempted the betrayal ol' the American army at

West Point, for Avhich he receiA'cd ten thousand })ounds and a briga-

dier-general’s commission in the British army, arrived Aviih fifty sail

in the Chesapeake, and after embarking in lighter vessels, ascended

the James river. When Jetferson beard of the approach of Arnold s

squadron, he sent General A'elsou into the interior counties to raise

as large a force as possible, Avhile Baron Steuben Avas dispatched to

Petersburg Avith a force of al)out tAVo hundred men. On the 4lh of

Jaiumry, 1781, Arnold landed his force near Westover, and marched
to Kichmond Avithout opposition. Alo sooner Avas tlie capital in pos-

session of the traitor than her stores Avere plundm-ed, her archives

destroyed, and the goAmrnor forced to seek safety in ra]>id llight. From
Kichmond, A rnold sent a detachment under Colonel Simeoe to West ham,
Avhere tliey destroyed the only cannon foundry in Virginia.

The British, noAV fearing an attack from the combined forces of

Steuben and Nelson, the latter of Avhom had succeeded in raising a

considerabl(‘ force, cmnmenced their A'oyage doAvn the river, destroy-

ing all property, ]mblic and jirivate, on both sides of the river. Vir-

ginia Avas truly iii a defenseless state. All her regular 1‘orce Avas

Avith General Greene, in the southern ]>art of the Stat(\ Avho Avas

disjmting the passage of the Dan Avith CornAvallis. Her Avhole

dependence AVas in her militia, of Avhieh only about tAvo thousand

Avere in the field, and Avith this force she could not hope to re^t
invasion.
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No sooner had Arnold gone than another invasion occurred, at tlie

bead of 'which was General Phillips, who, wdth one thousand men.
again ascended tlie James, ravaged Yorktowm, City Point, Petersburg,

and spread desolation and terror—ever the follow’ers in, the wake of

the Britisli army—on every side. He conceived the idea of marching
to Richmond a second time, but the fortunate arrival of Lafayctie

with a considerable force of regulars saved the jnetropolis, and hastened

Phillips in his descent of the river. Lafayette followed, closely watch-

ing his movements, until he readied Brandon, W'here he suddenly

landed, and marched again in the direction of Petersburg. The Frencii

marquis, however, divined his true intention to be that of forming a

junction wdth Cornwallis, wdio in the meantime had forced Cireene from
the banks of the Dan, and was now' marching northward through Vir-

ginia. The two forces were united at Petersburg on the llOth of iMay,

and Lafayette, whose force "was now" augmented to four thousand meii,

remained in the vicinity of Richmond, awaiting reinforcements or an
opportunity to join General Greene, ^[eamvliile. General Wheedon col-

lected a force of several Inmdred militia, and lay at Falmouth guarding
the arms manufactory at tliat place. In addition to these forces, Gen-
eralAVayne was on his w’ay to Virginia 'with nine hundred veterans from
the frontier. The strength of the united British arndes was too great

for any force w’hich V^irginia could raise, and her late now' seemed to be

decided.

From this point Cormvallis sent out detachments to ravage the various

parts of tlie State w'hich had not before been visited by the ruthless Briton,

nnd in tw'O months property to the value of fifteen million dollars had
been destroyed.

Colonel Tarleton, at the head of one of these raiding parties, ad-

vanced to Charlottesville, where he hoped to capture a republican legis-

lature, the assembly being in session there at the time. That body,

how'ever, received information of his approach, and all of the members,
•except seven w’ho were made prisoners, saved themselves liy llight.

Governor Jelferson made his escape by riding into the mountains on

horseback. Lalayette, although unable to meet the British in the o])en

field, watched their every movement w’ltli sleepless vigilance. Acting
under orders from Sir Henry Clinton, then at New York, Cornwallis

descended the Janies and halted at Green Springs, within eight miles

of the site of flamestowm. Lafayette followed closely upon his rear.

From the above jilace Cornwallis moved to Portsmouth, where
he W'ould have fortitied himself had not Clinton ordered him to

re-embark and take post at Yorktown, which he did on the 1st

of August. Tlie position thus taken was situated on the Yoik
peninsula on the southern bank of York river, a few' miles from its

mouth.
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A few clays later Lafayette, with the entire available force of Vir-
ginia, took ])Ost a few miles north of the British position, and from
here sent messengers with dispatches to AVashington, requesting him to

hasten to Virginia and assist in the overthrow of the entire ,British

force. A powerful French lleet was daily expected in the Chesapeake,
and the American commander saw that Cornwallis, with his retreat cut
off by land and sea, would be compelled to surrender, and thus the

fatal blow to the British arms would be struck. On the 30th of

August the expected fleet, with four thousand men on board, arrived

and anchored at the mouth of York river; and on the 2d of Sep-

tember Count de Barras, commanding the French fleet at Newport,
sailed into the Chesapeake with eight men-of-war and a number of trans-

ports. Three days later Admiral Graves, with a large fleet of ships-of-

the-line, appeared in the bay. A naval battle ensued, in which the

ships of the English were so roughly handled by the French llotilla that

Graves was compelled to withdraw from the bav and sail away to New
York.
On the 14th General Washington arrived at the head-quarters of La-

fayette, and on the next day visited the flag-shi}) of Count de Grasse,

where the plan of the siege was an’ranged. On tiie 25tli the Army of

the North, which had been preceded by the commander-in-chief, arrived,

and on the 6th of October the combined forces of America and France
opened fire on the walls of the now beleaguered army, and on tlie night

of the 14th carried the outer works by storm. Early in the morning
of the IGth the English made a sortie, but were hurled back into their

intrenchments. The next day Cornwallis proposed a surrender; on the

18th the terms of capitulation were signed; and on the 19th IMajor-Gen-

eral OTIara, who appeared instead of Cornwallis, who feigned illness,

marched the whole force out into the ojk'U field, where in the presence

of the united forces of France and America, 7,247 English soldiers laid

down their arms and became prisoners of war. Thus ended the war in

Virginia, and here, on her soil, the power of the Briton in America was
forever broken.

Had Virginia done her part in that mighty struggle? Let history

answer. She had been the first to adojit :in independent constituti^ni

;

she was the first to recommend the Declaration of Independence; she

had sent her noble son to become the first among the leaders of the

armies of the nation; her olHcers and soldiers which she kept in the

field for eight long and weary years, whether in the shock of battle,

or marching half-clad, half-starved, and barefooted amid the snows
of the North, or through the pestilential swamps of the South, had
ever evinced unsurpassed bravery and fortitude. She had furnislied

the voice of Henry, the pen of Jefierson, the sword of Washington,
and that was enough. What other American State can show such ,a

record ?
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VIRGINIA AFTER THE REVOLUTION.

The most importaiir act in tiie history of the State in the year 1781,

was the cession of hei* immense territory noi-tli-west of the Ohio to the

general government. The fee!)le colony of now grown to a power-

ful State, stands on the hanks <)f the Ohio and cedes to the genci'al gov-

ment lier vast empire heyond. To this liberal act she was indiua.nl by
her desire to accelerate the general ratilication ol‘ the Articles of the

Cojifederation of the Union.

The war was now })ast, and it was seen by the ablest statesmen of th.e

nation tliat the Articles of Confederation, under w hich the colonies had
achieved their independence, were not snit<‘d to bind together a union of

States wdiose territory extended over half a cotitinent, and whose desire

was to be held together by bonds of union which could never ))c severed;

and now, for the first time, the subject of a fedei-al or national conslitu-

tiition began to be thought of. This })lan <.»f i-emodeling the government
originated in Virginia.

After Washington resigned his commission as commander-in-ehief of

the army to tlie Continental Congress, he retired to his home at Mount
Vernon, and it wais here, in the year 1785, during the visit of several

distinguished statesmen, that the proposition was first made. They then

prepared and issued a call for a convention to meet at Anna])olis, in

Maryland, the followdng year, “to consider the subject of a natiotml con-

stitution.” In September, 1786, the convention met, but only five States

were represented. This being a minority of the States, the body, after

passing a resolution urging- the sevend legislatures to appoint delegates

to a national convention, to meet at rhiladel})liia on the second l\tonday

in IMay, adjourned.

In compliance with that resolution, the convention met at the ap-

pointed place and time, every State being represented except Rhode
Island. To that convention ^drginia sent as her represemtatives, George
Washington, John Blair, James Madison, Jr., George INTason, James
McClurg, Edmund Randolph and George AVvthe, the first of whom was
elected ])rcsident of the convention.

From the day of meeting to the 29th, a discussion was ke])t up in

relation to the revision of the articles of conlederation, w'hen, on the

latter day, Ihlmund Randolph moved to sc't aside the artick'S and pre-

pare a new constitution. The motion pi’cvailed. A (‘ommittee was ap-

pointed, which reiKU-ti'd early in September. Their i-o])ort was tin'

Coui^titutinii of til f United States. Copies oi tlu“ new instrument wei’e sent

to the several legislatures for ratilication or n jecti(Ui.

The A'irginia convention called to ratily the Iknleral comjiact met in

the city of Richmond in June, and was compitsed of men whose
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names were already illustrious, or destined to become so in the future

history of th.e State and nation. Among; them sat iMarshall, Madison.
Monroe, ‘Mason, Nichols, ilenry, Randolph, Pendleton, Lee, ^\’^ashing-

ton, Wytlie, limes. Bland, Grayson, and many others “ whose sound
reasoning and elo(|uence shed a lustre upon the dcliberatiops of that

august body which has never been surpassed in the annals of the com-
monwealth.” On the 25th an ordinance was passed ratifying the Fed-
eral Constitution, and the new government at once went into operation,

nine States having previously ado])ted that instrument.

It was then that Virginia began her career as the central figure in

the galaxy of States, and for fifty years her progress was such that it

won for her the proud title of the Okl Dominion.” But our space

forbids us to notice in detail the minor events in her history. during that

period, and we must content ourselves with a brief montion of the most
important only.

BURNING OF THE RICHMOND THEATER.

The saddest event recorded in the annals of the State is that of the

burning of the Richmond theater on the night of the 2bth of December,
1811. This terrible catastrophe carried heart-rending sorrow to many
heretofore happy homes, and cast a gloom over the entire State.

On that evening a ])opular play was to be introduced, and an audi-

ence numbering six hundred, composed of the elite of the city, together

with many others from distant ])arts of the State who were spending
the holidays at the capital city, had collected to witness the perform-

ance, and just at the time the play was to commence the scenery in the

rear of the stage became ignited by coming in contact with a chandelier.

The alarm was given, and then at once began such a scene as has

rarely, if ever, been witnessed. We let the editor of the Richmond
Standard, who was an eye-witness, describe it

:

“The performers and their attendants in vain endeavored to tear down
the scenery; the fire Hashed in every part of the house with a ra])idiry

horrible and astonishing; and, alas! gushing tears and unspeakable
anguish deprived me of utterance. No pei'son who was not present can
form any idea of this uncxanpilcd scene of distress, There
was but one door for the greatest part of the audience to pass. Men,
women and children were ])ressing upon each other, Avliile the flames

were seizing upon those behind, ddie editor went to diili'rent windows,
which were very high, and ini[)lored his fellow-creatures to save their

lives by juni})ing out of them. Those nearest tlie windows, ignorant of

their danger, were afraid to le.;ipdown, while those behind them were seen

catching on fire and writliing in the greatest agonii's of j'lain and dis-

tress. At length those behind, urgi'd bv the jiri'ssing flames, })ushed

tliose wdio were nearest to tlie windows, and jicople of every description

began to fall one ujion another, some with their clotlics on fire, somo
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half roasted. Oh, wretched me! Oh, afflicted people! Would to 0(Hi

I could have died a thousand deaths in any shape, could undivided suf-

fering have })urchased the safety of my friends, my benefactors, of tho'c

whom I loved! The editor, with the assistance of others, caught seve-

ral of those wliom he had begged to lea{) from the windows'. One ladv

jumped out when all her clothes were on fire. He tore them burnine'

from her; stripped her of her last rags, and, protecting her nakedne>-

with his coat, carried lier from the fire. Fathers and mothers were d(-

ploring the loss of their children
;

cliildren tiie loss of their parent>
;

husbands were heard to lament the loss of their companions; wives were

bemoaning tlieir burnt husbands. The peo])le were seen wringing their

hands, beating tlieir Imnds and breasts, and those that had secureil

tliemselves seemed to suffer greater torments than those enveloped in the

flames.
“ Oh, distracting memory! Who that saw this can think of it again and

yet retain his semses ! Do I dream? No, no! Oh, that it were but a

dream ! My God ! who that saw his friends and nearest connections

devoured by fire and laying in heaps at the door, will not regret that he

ever lived to see such sights? Could savages have seen this meiporable

event, it wmuld even soften their hearts.

“A sad gloom pervades this ])lace, and every countenance is cast

down to earth. Tlie loss of a hundred thousand friends on the field of

battle could not touch the heart like this. Enough. Imagine Avhat can
not be described. The most distant and implacable enemy, and the most

savage barbarians, will mourn our unhappy lot.”

^

About one hundred and twenty perished in the flames, among whom
were the Hon. George W. Smith, governor of the State; Abraham Ik

Venable, United States ex-senator and })resident of the State Bank of

Bichmond, and many other distinguished persons. Lieutenant J. Gib-

bon, of the regular army, lost his life in an attempt to save that of a

Miss Conyers, his affianced.

SECOND WAR W’lTn GREAT BRITAIN.

When the war of 1812 came, Virginia was ready. She contributed

liberally of her treasure, and thou.^jaiuls of her sons from her ea.stern shores

and from her wide western domain enrolled themselves in favor of “ Free

Trade and Sailors’ Bights,” and went to join the land and naval forces of

the nation; an<l when the vandals of Boss, who laid the Federal capital in

aslu's, were ravaging her shores, her citizens rose en to ro])el the ruth-

less invader. At Hampton, at Craney island, at Norfolk, at Fort Meigs,

and along the shore's of the Northern lakes, hundrc'ds of her sons fell

U})on the battle-field, and other hundi’eds ])aid the forli'it of their lives in

aclimate which, to them, habit and nature had rendered uncongenial aiul

fatal.
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KEVOLUTIONARY RELICS.

GRAVE OF GENERAL DANIEL MORGAN,
of the Revolution, at Winchester, Va.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES.

Asalrendv noticed, Arcliibald Cary, from tlie conimittce appoint* !

for the purpose, reported, on tiie 24th of June, 1776, a ])lan of i^ovorn

ment for the colony. It was read a second time, on the 26th, and e*'!:-

sidered in committee of the whole on tliat day, and on the 27th and 2sili.

It was then reported to the House, witli amendments, which were read twi* *

and agreed to. After being fairly transcribed, it was read a third time

on the 29tli and passed unanimously.

This constitution or form of government was originally drawn up by

George Mason, Mr. Jefferson had put a draft of one into the hands ot

Mr. Wythe, who reached Williainsburg after the other was committed t*'

the committee of the whole. Two or three parts of i\Ir. Jeifersoifs ])!aii

were, with little alteration, inserted in the other, and his preamlJe w:i'

also adopted. This constitution was in foi'ce until su])crseded by tlir

amended constitution or form of government for Miginia which, on llu'

15th of January, 1830, was submitted and proposed to the people ni‘

Virginia by their delegates and representatives in convention assembled.

This amended constitution continued in ibi’ce until January, 1852. A
convention to form a new constituti(ni was called in 1850. It assemblcti

on the 14th of October of the same year, and the constitution which con-

tinued in force until the time of the civil war was adopted on the 1st ot'

August, 1851. It was submitted to the people, who ratihed it on tlu-

fourth Thursday in October following. On the second IMonday of the

succeeding December an election was held for the legislature, governor,

lieutenant-governor and attorney-general. The first general assembly

under the new constitution convened on the second i\rouday in Janiiaiy

(the twelfth day of the month), and the first governor and lieutenant-

governor took the oath and entered upon the dischai’ge of the duties <'f'

their respective othces on the 16th of January, 1852. Under the imw

liberal provisions of this constitution, the State entered upon a decade of

unexampled prosperity. These were the halcyon days of Virginia, but

the storm came on a})ace and civil war hovered near.

JOHN brown’s raid upon harpers ferry, VIRGINIA, 1859.

On the 16th day of October, 1859, an event occurred at Harpers Ferry.

Virginia, which sent a thrill of ferror throughout the State and astonislied

the entire nation, an event which was but the forerunner of mightier one.-

;

it was the inutteriugof the storm in the distance, the riunbling of thunder

below the horizon where lay the storm which was destined, erelong, 1"
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

break forth in all its fury and scatter destruction far and ^vide througli-

out the country.

May 8th, 1858, a conference ^vas held at Chatham, Canada, composed
of numerous representatives frojii various ]>ai ts of the United States

and British America, the f)])jeet of which was to consult upon and
determine the best plans lor bringing about a consummation of tlicir

long-cherished ho])C, the abolition of slavery in the Southern States.

Tlie moving spirit of that body was John Brown, oi- “Old Ossawatiamie
Brown,'’ so called because of his partici])atioii in the battle fought at

Ossawattamie, Kansas, during the troidjlcs in that State. AVhat the

action of that convention was, never has been, and never will be known,
but an inference may be drawn from the immediate action of its prin-

cipal leader.

Shortly after. Brown and Ids two sons, Oliver and Watson, appeared
in the vicinity of Kar})crs Ferry, Virginia, tind under the assumed name
of Sndth, leased a farm in 5[arvland, only a few miles distant from
the place selected as the scene of their future operations. Here a con-

siderable quantity of arms and ammunition, shipped from an unknown
source, was collected, and a force of twenty-two confederates joined

him, of whom seventeen were white and live wx‘re colored. Brown’s
courage and resolute daring displayed in the long and bloody war which
ended in making Kansas a free State, secured for him the leadership

in the dangerous enter])rise now to be undertaken. At length the day
for action arrived; Brown issued his instructions to his f>llowers and
concluded by saying, “And now, gentlemen, let me press this one
tiling upon your minds. You all know how' dear life is to you, and
how dear your lives are to your friends; and remembering that, con-

sider that the lives of others are as dear to them as yours is to you.

Do not, tlieref>re, take the life of any one, if you can possibly avoid it;

but, if necessary to take life in order to save your own, then make sure

wmrk of it.”

The hour was 10 o’clock i\ m. , when William Williamson, the ar-

senal guard on the Potomac bridge, while walking his beat, was seized

and made a ])risoner. The guard thus removed. Brown and his men
quietly took possession of the armory buildings, in wdiich were stored

an immense quantity of arms and ammunition. When the midnight re-

lief came to the bridge and fnind the lights out and the guard gone, he

supposed it to be an attenqit at robbery, and hastimed away to give

the alarm. About 1 o’clock in tlu‘ morning several of the invadc'rs

went to the house of Jxwis Washington, an extensive farmer and slave

owner, and, arousing him from his IhhI, made him a prisoner, and alter

securing his arnw and carriage and proclaiming lixu'clom to his slaves,

carried him to thcarscaial. A similar visit was made to ihe residence

, of i\Ir. Alstatt, who, together with his son, was made a prisoner and
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his slaves likewise proclaimed free. Several other prisoners wen-
also broiipflit in, some of whom interrouated Bi'own as to the ol)j( r-t

of the proceedings, to which he answered, To free the doves;’' aii<i

when asked by whose authority the reply was, the authorltij of

God xilmkjhty.”

At the usual hour the mail train on the Baltimore A Ohio road

arrived, but was warned not to j)ass over the bridge, but after consiil

erable detention was permitted to j)roceed. So quietly had everything

been managed that the town ^vas not aroused until after daybreak,

when it was discovered that the government buildings were in possn-

sion of a band of insurgents, who, with armed sentinels, guarded cveiy

apjwoach to the town, thus rendering its inhabitants prisoners. At
daylight the workmen engaged on the buildings, not yet aware of the

proceedings, went as usual to their work and were made pris-

oners and confined in a large building in the yard
;
the other ])ri>-

oners being confined in the engine-house which the invaders after madr
their chief fortress.

When the true state of affairs became known the wildest confusion

prevailed; messages v;ere hastened off to the surrounding towns, and by

noon military com})anies began to arrive. Colonel Baylor, with a company
of Charlestown troops, was the fii>t to arrive; they made a da>h

toward the bridge, the invaders falling hack and taking refuge in the

armory, where they checked the military and compelled them to fiii

back; a desultory fire was kept up during the remainder of the day, hy

which Mr. Beckham, mayor of the town, was killed; also Browns son,

Oliver, Kagi, his secretary, and Leeman, one of his ca})tives, fell within

the armory. In the evening a considerable force arrived from i\Iar-

tinsburg, which at once stormed and carried the building in which tin-

workmen were ini])risoned; they were all liberated and an attack was
then made upon the engine-house, which was repulsed with consider-

abhi loss.

Brown had taken the precaution to have the wires cut, so that tlu*

outside world should not be aware of his proceedings until he should

liave firmly established himself ; but late in the evening messengers

bore dis})atches beyond the damage to the wires, and transmitted them
to Washington, Baltimore, Kichmond, and other })oints, at all of whieii

the intelligence jn-oduced the wildest excitement and througlaHit tlu‘

South it amounted to almost a ‘‘reign of teri’or.” C'ol. Bobert hk la'o.

with one hundred United Slates marines and two ])ieces of artillery,

was at once dispatched from Washington to the scene of action, and iqu'u

the arrival Colonel Lee sent Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart to demand an

unconditional surrender
;
only promising the insurgents protection from

immediate violence, and a trial under the civil laws, but Brown refuseo

to ca])itulate on any terms other than these : “That lliey should be pei-

mitted to march out with their men and arms, taking their prisoners with
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tliem
;
that they slioiild proceed, impiirsiied, to the toll-gate, when tliey

would free their prisoner.^; the soldiers would then be permitted to pur-

sue them, and they would light if they could not escape.” To these

terms Lieutenant Stuart could not consent; he withdrew, and 'an atta(*k

was at once made which resulted in the capture of Brown and several of

his followers, all of whom were forced to surrender oidy at the point of

the bayonet. One of the soldiers struck Brown, after he had thrown
down his arms, in the face with his saber, and another soldier ran a bay-

onet twice into his body.

Ca})tain Brown was carried out into the yard, where he soon reyiyed,

and talked freely to those around him, defending his action, and ileclar-

ing that he had done only what was right. The following conyersation

took place between himself and one of the officers:

“Are you Captain Brown of Kansas?”
“1 am sometimes called st),”

“ Are you Ossa wattamie Brown? ”

“I tried to do my duty there.”

“What is your })reseiit oltject?”

“ Tofree the f<Iave,< from ho)idoge.’'

“ Were any other persons but those with you now, connected with the

movement? ”

“ No.”
“Did you expect aid from the North?”
“No; there was no one connected with the movement but those who

came Avith me.”
“ Did you expect to kill people in order to carry your point?”

“I did not wish to do so, but you have forced us to do it.”

An indictment for treason and murder was at once found against

Brown by the authorities of Virginia, and from this time until his trial,

he Avas closely confined in prison. Several of his followers Avere al.-o

confined to await trial, all of whom demanded to be tried separately;

the autlKtrities consented, and BroAvn Avas jilaced on trial for his lite,

upon the charge jireferred in the indictment. The case came up for

hearing on the 2()th of October, at CharlestoAvn, Virginia, lie asked

for a continuance because of his severe Avounds, l)ut it Avas deniod

him. Throughout the trial, being unable to sit, he lay upon a mattress.

The trial continued three days
;
a A'erdict of ginlty upon all the chargivs

preferred Avas found against him, and he AA'as sentenced to be hanged
on the ‘id of* December.

During the jieriod of BroAvn’s confinement from the time his sentonce

Avas })ronounced until tlu' day of his execution, he was visited by many
distingiiislK'd pi'rsons, and K'tters of svmpatliA' and condolence from (Miii-

iient editors and politicians poured in upon him. Wium the day of his

execution ai’rived he Avalked forth from the jail Avith a calm expression

V
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upon Ills face, and a tii-ni and steady step; mounted the wagon whii-li

was to convey him to the gallows, and seated liimself between iMr. Avi-,

the jailer, and Saddler, the undertaken-. On the way to the galluv -

he conversed as eheertully as if he had only been taking a morninv
drive with the oltjeet of viewing the surrounding mountain scenery.

Arrived at the ])laee of execution, he destamded ironi the wagon and
^

mounted the scatibld, the first man to stand upon it. A white caj) \va-
j

then drawn over his eyes and the fatal noose adjusted. Said the slu-riti’ 1

“Captain Brown, you are not standing u})on the di-op; will you st<'j> ]

forward?” Brown replied : “I can not see; you must lead me.” Shei’ifi'
1

Avis then led him to the center of the drop
;
the fatal signal was given \

and the body was dangling in the air. After hanging thirty-eight min- \

utes it was cut down, given to the undertaker, wlio })laced it in a walnut
\

coffin, after which it was conveyed to North Ellja, NAw York, where an
\

eloquent eulogy was pronounced over it by \V^endell Bhillips. That thn>
\

died a fanatic, a victim to a delusion which entirely possessed him. 1

none will deny; but that he was a brave man, ])Ossessing determine*!
j

resolution, we have the testimony of Govenior ileitry A. Wise, win* i

said of him : “Brown was as brave a man as ever headed an insumc
|

tion. He is the farthest possible i-emove from the ordinary ruflian, lakc i

or madman.”
|

Six of Brown’s companions were also executed; Cook, Coppoc, Coir '
;

land and Green, on the IGth of Dcccml)er, and Stephens and Ila.'liti
]

on the IGtli of the following iMarcli. Thus ended the most tragic scene i

ill the history of Virginia.

I

THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES.
|

'i

AVe have followed the fortunes of Virginia through the old h rcnch 1

and Indian war; through two hundred years of bor(hn- warfare; thronnii
j

the stormy scenes of the Revolution; through the second war wit!)
|

Great Britain; we know how her sons marched with alacrity to tlu- (ii'
|

taut Helds of Mexico; but now we are to see her plunged into a (B:!
|

war, the equal of which has not been rc(‘orded in the annals of nation'.
^

Virginia, owing to her geograjihical position, was destined to become "in
|

great battlc-Hcld. On her soil was to be nnirshalcd the hosts of the c"U- I

tending armies, and her mountains and valleys wein- to be crimsoned wit!) 1

the best blood of the nation. Within her domain was to ari.^i- a m"'''
j

commonwealth, and both the mother and the daughter were to r('si'i'‘ ^

upon the ancient estatin ’fhe year TSGl found ^drginia in a stati' "t

civil commotion, un])arallcl(‘d in history except it be J’rance in Ihceai ly

days of the French revolution.

f
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'i
On the one hand lay (he States still coniposinpr the Federal Union,

I

'svhile on the other were those which laid cast their fortunes with the

Southern Contiederacy. • Virginia hesitated long. A niajority of her

people in the east favoi-ed secession, while in the Avest, a large inajority

was opposed to such action. But the time f >r fnal action had come. Farly

in the year Governor John Letcher, inliuenced by the pressure of the

times, issued a proclamation, convening tlie State Legislature in exti‘a

session; and, in obedience to the summons, that body com'cned in the

city of Richmond, January 7, LStil. Then commenced the stormiest

.session in the history of that body.

Seven days after the meeting, a bill was passed calling for a conven-

! tion of tlie people of Virginia, the delegates to which were to be chosen

I

in the manner prescribed for the election of memliers ol‘ tlie legisla-

! ture. The convention was to consist of one hundred and tifty-two

! members equal to the number of members composing the house of

i

delegates.

; In compliance with the above act, the election of "delegates Avas held

I

on the 4th day of Feln uajy, 1861, and tlie convention met at Richmond
i on the 13th of the same month.
i

! THE CONVENTION.

I

Never before, in the history of the State, had a body convened present-

ing such an array of talent. xVmong its members sat John Tyler,

ex-president of the United States; Henry A. Wise, ex-governor of Vir-

ginia, and many others Avho had held iiositions of cabinet ministei’s in

the Federal government, or had been rej)resentatives in the councils of

the nation. There sat her most i-enoAvned jurists by the side of her ^tro-

foundest philosophers and literary characters.

That body organized by electing John Taney, Fsq., a delegate from

Loudoun county, president of the convention, and John L. Eubank sec-

retary of the same. A committee on Federal Relatitms Avas ajipointed,

consisting of ^lessrs. Robert X. C'onrad, A. H. 11. SteAvart, Henry A.
Wise, Robert E. Scott, W. B. Preston, l^ewis L. Harvi(\ Sherrard

Clemens, W. H. IMcFarland. William iNFcC’omas, R. L. .Montague,

Samuel Price, Valentine W. Southall, ^Vaitnlan T. WilK'v, James C.

Bruce, W. W. Boyil, James Barbour, S. C’. Vdlliams, William f'. Rives,

Samuel IMcL). IMoore, George Blow, Jr., and P(4er C. Johnson. Stewart

and Chmiens asked to be, and Avere, excused IVom serving.

On the 18th day of February thei-e ajipeared before the convention tlie

commis.'-ioners on the ]>art of South Carolina, (Jeorgia and ]\iississipj)i, to

ask the co-operation of Virginia in estahli.<hing an independent govern-

ment for the seceded States. The lir.'^t speaker was the Hon. Fulton

i
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Anderson, of Mississi})])i, followed by Hon. ITenrv L. Benning, from
Georgia. Then came the eoininissioiier from Houth Carolina. All, in

speeches resplendent with rhetoi-ical llonrish and literary' excellenee.

held lip to view a new government, of a new union, in which Virginia,

should .she pass an ordinance of secession, would become the chief

corner-stone. The etiect produced by this visit of the commissioners

was truly powerful, and, in fact, determined the future action of the

convention.

On the 9th of IMarch, the committee on Federal Kelations submitted

a lengthy report, in which it was set forth that any State had a consti-

tutional right to withdraw from the federative union wlienever a ma-
jority of the people of that State chose to do so. One of the most spirited

debates of modern times now began, and coiitinued until the 17th of

April, wlien the ordinance of secession was voted upon. The vote stoo<l

eighty-one for, and fifty-one against it. Nearly all the delegates voting

against it were from the western part of the State. The following is a

verbatim copy of that document, now the most remarkable State paper
in the archives of Virginia:

“An Ordinance, To repeal the ratification of the Constitution of

the United States by the State of Virginia, and to resume all the rights

and powers granted under tlie .said constitution.

“The People of Virginia, in their ratification of the Constitution

of the United States of America, ado})ted by them in convention on the

twenty-fifth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand .>ieven

hundred and eighty-eight, having declared that the powers grante«i

under the constitution were derived from the people of the United
States, and might be resumed whenever the same should be jicrverted to

their injury and oppre.«sion, and the Federal Goveiaiment having jier-

verted said powers, not only to the injury of the People of Virginia
but the oppression of the Southern slave-holding States:

“Aoic, therefore, ice, the People of Virginia, do Dei’Lare and Ordain,
That the ordinance ado])ted by the peo])le of this State in convention on
the twenty-fifth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United States

of America was ratified; and all the acts of the General Assembly ot*

this State ratifying or ado])ting amendments to said (^institution are lu're-

by repealed and abrogated; that the union betweem the State of Virginia

and the States undei- the constitution aibresaid, is hereby dissolved, and
that the State of Virginal is in the full possci^sion and exercise of all the

rights of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a/)vr and i)idepend-

ent State. And they do further deelare, that .slid Constitution of the

Uniti'd States of Anu'rica is no longer binding on anv of the citizens of

this State.
“ This ordinance shall take elU'ct and lu> an a(*t of this day, when rati-

fied by a majority of tlu' votes of the }u'ople of this State cast at a })oll



?:AMVAw‘U'i 'T'

;it ,i:/v

s^-M''!:'-/:'^ -n;rr>

;-.t;^/i;V d-.-!ii'^. <•*

., 4
\ 'lo u; i;‘)/J

,,,,u .,„.n V ..1 i.
{

• •/M »!1 VU iv, -

,.f, f.m'ioo-
;;l . ,,>< ,a,W!

'um..

n{ hiu: il^'.i!.a<»i, li. H
-...ja n v/‘,M 7 oi

Ul

'{-.irnoo

'V ii'I'/ '•!'!^ 'f<*' i vi'Mj ! >'

i

1 ’.>>{ t ) v.i.l •

’
/...'

. ..i.l- m,bni> .iah.a.Ki xlurt
t. H.tin 1 Jt f

,noitfr',»7iu>“)

-i)-.i.io . .'! bfill •fin!"'. VH" Jnill !','
.'

,, ,,'t
vnn!nlliv? o! 3t*"n !;'aoi!ill

-Kill K ."f/w.l-f/ iniuiy O fi in'. -•!.
’: ;• .

'.

. J i; •i„(,I<l0'Mi »flJ\ ’Cin"t

,ii-f on) :h!uM i. nati!a..D b> ,ln.l/v- -
,;;ini;4w:r

iftt 'uiii (VOll'M' ... -b,

'U. ^v;ria-.n o.ll.ni

10 noDiiUifffia > Oflt In b'ftbbJ nit

vt(!tii..i .)i!j Uf: 'fi.iii^-n <') ini'; ,iniiia.i '

.,.,i,,i,,'l,olm-.i'4 wi'ff'"'! I»*“

. 7 io :uMon*! :inT“,

i!..ill)njn(ii)'> oili 'i(. aoil'loilMii'i 'iwi '

‘‘‘,' lo notr.l^' ii.,!iii’'I nit 1o

.ni; .... .,.,i!K-.r,-.uff rn. "".! /•
'

,,: nn.iii. -t.. .-.nlf aftb-vmovf)

1..

.U.inn n-i'Vf'0.| ’ll!
i, ....iia.iUfniff '"It

1..

>!;it’l ‘>ili >“ 9l'l'''>.| •"*»
(W.i« ik 1

,.< j,.,i:<)T!'W! ••'! bmoib.
.V

, j,,.. .:,f,Uw>.(ti« fi*‘« V.-J'lif'

-•!7i|. .layuf.r;' vui.
I'or vliio )oa ,«nf»v/‘'Kj biiJ'- bolio’/

y.r^iifiiiV '» ff'lt "
((,,<>, .,i!)

'!«' iioisiT.'sqi.' «ilt .luJ

.vi/niiO ifiin n:i/ r>!i'l ;•'''

‘.'a |j.ji',,„i..i '.'fMiibii.in oil) imlT

1..

. roilli-r/ll.fi 111 •'“'t
; ,„,i,(,’ti) '?l:li

Y(i)

fio-.:,..!
'fiio I'l'nl.

'I..'''
.„|.,.,.,,i'« ulw-'Uh't'’ l'i"‘ li'f'ly"‘‘*

•10 f iiiu.oo./. ().-...i.fO oil)
..„ onr/)l..n -o1n.>.

Ki i"u'h;m7 K' till \’-q‘

K’ )jr: M f ' 'f. 1
.

•

^ . ,, ^ ,

J.if; Jrniii'.-i!'
<a‘n.

o.ti Mb •!.. •.".•.•••»•/;. I«»>
.'iV.b Xl l7)'’-YM’nii9 i-.v-fH ’»<• ^k's'’

n
1 . u}> va!) l a/..

• ,ih ‘in uni tu ,) Us.'i''. f *a o
*

csiTji''/ *io bnlffi'i

10 .nnxiiio '71) ‘ia van no ^aibai^l .o^uol ou a

>r . i.-t llriU .•inn"il>'ii' "ii7



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS, 840

to be tak(‘ii thereon on tlie fourth Thursday in iNIay next, in pursuauce

of a schedule hereafter to he enacted.

•‘Done in convention, in the city of Richmond, on the seventeenth

day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eig’ht hundred and
sixtv-one, and in the eighty-ffth year of the Commonwealth of Virtrinia.

“Attest:
‘

‘ JNO. L. EUBANK,'
“Secretary of the Convention.”

One hundred and forty-two signatures were attached to tlie ordinance.

At the election in iMay a majority of the votes cast were in favor of se-

cession. The governor issued a })roclamation declai-ing Virginia om of

the Union, and placing the whole military force, oHensive and defensive,

of the commonwealth under the chief control and direction of the presi-

dent of the Confederate States. Thus Virginia withdrew from the

Union.

MILITARY OPERATIONS.

Pending the final action at Richmond, companies and regiments were
being mustered and armed all over the State, ready for service in the

Confederate army. Early in the spring of 1S61, a considerable f>rce,

under command of General Joseph E. Johnston, was concentrated at

Harper’s Ferry, where possession of the government ])roperty was taken.

CHher forces Avere collected at Philippi, under command of (ienerals

P'egram and Garnett. But while the forces were being collected in

Tfestern Virginia, events of much greater magnitude were occurring in

the East. Regiment after regiment reported ready for the fray and
U'ok post along the Potomac, ready to repel any invasion.

FIRST FEDERAL TROOPS IN VIRGINIA.

The day afttT the fall of Fort Sumter, President Lincoln issued a

proclamation calling for 75,000 men. The call was responded to with
alacrity by the Northern States, and by the first of IMay the re<|uired

numl)er had been raised and concentrated at Washington and other

])oints along the borders of the seceded States; and although by far the

greater number lav at the ca]»ital, yet no advance was made until the

28d of IMay. The force <h‘stined for the invasion of \J’rginia consisted

of 8,000 infantry, two compani(‘s of cavalry, and two .sections of Sher-

man’s artillery battalion, the Avhole under the command of (ieneral

Mansfield. J^our thousand New York troops, under command of Gen-
eral l\rcI)i)W(dl, were to co-operate with i\ransfi(dd’s forc(\ The object of

tin*, advance was to take })ossession of Ah'xandria and drive* the Uon-
federates from tludr position on Ai-lington ib'ights. The 1st Michigan
regiment was the lirst to enter Alexamlria. They immediately took
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possession of the dej)ot and made })i’isoncrs of one hundred ConfcdcTatc

cavalry stationed at that ))lace. A Zouave re^riinent under Colonel

Ellsworth was the second that reached Alexandria, and at once hegaii

to tear up the Richmond railroad. As they passed the ^Marshall hotel,

Ellsworth discovered a Confederate flag flying from the balcony. Ho
rushed through the hall, up a flight of stairs, })ulled down the flag, and
was returning, Avhen he was met by Jackson, the enraged proprietor,

who discharged the contents of a double-bari-eled shot-gun into his body.

Ellsworth fell to rise no more; but no sooner had the fatal shot Ika^r -

fired than a private, named Brownell, shot Jackson through the heart,

and he and his victim expired at the same immient.

The first engagement of a serious nature occurred at Big Bethel, near

Fortress Monroe. Early in June, General Iherce witli four -regiment^

-

was sent by General Butler to occupy Xewport News. From here they

pushed on to Big liethel, where they w^ere met and defeated by a

body of Confederates. Pierce fell back with a loss of forty killed and
wounded.

MILITARY MOYEMENTS IN WESTERN VIRGINIA.

The first engagement west of the mountains took place at Philippi, in

Barbour county, on the 3d day of June, between a Confederate f)i'ce of

two thousand, under Colonel Potterfield, and a Federal force numbering
four thousand, commanded by Colonels Lander and Kelley. The Con-
federates were beaten, and retreated with heavy loss. Colonel Kelley

was seyerely wounded, but afterwards recoyered and was promoted to

the rank of brigadier-general

BATTLE OF RICH MOUNTAIN.

On the 23d day of June, General IMcClellan assumed command of all

the Federal forces in Western Virginia, and immediately began a scries

of moyements which met with no successful resistance until the Cmi-
fedcrates were compelled to retreat beyond the mountains. He at onci'

marched against General I’egram, who, with a f'orcc of 4,000 infantry,

had taken u}) a strong position on Rich Mountain. IMcClellan, afier

reconnoitering the [losition, sent Geiu'ral Rosecranz with two Indiana

regiments, and oiu‘ from Ohio, together with a body of Cincinnati

cayalry, to take position in their rear. The IVderals intended to kec]>

the Confederates in ignorance of the movement, but a messeiurer with

dispatches and a copy of the diagram of the route was cajituixal, and

the plan of attack thus reveaded. Ik'gram sent 2,600 num and a bat-

tery of artillery to resist the advance of Rosecranz. 'fhey were tin'

first to reach the summit of the mountain, and here the Fcderals wei(‘
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greeted by a discharge of artillery, ami their advance checked. Soon,

however, they were reinforced by an Indiana regiment, a charge was
made along the entire line, tlie Confederates fell back, and at once began

a hasty retreat. Tlie mountain was strewn with the dead and wounded,
150 being buried on the Held. Pegram, Hnding no way of escape, a few

days later surrendered his entire force j)risoners of war.

ENGAGEMENT AT CAEltlCKS FORD.

At this time General Garnett was lying near Beverly, in I\andol])h

county, with a force of 6,000 men, and when lie heard of IVgram’s de-

feat, began a retreat thi-ough tlie mountains to the east. He was hotly

pursued until he reached Garricks Ford, on (’heat river, wliere he

made a stand, but his forces were defeated, and he was left on the Held

among the slain. He was a brave and meritorious ofHcer, having won
distinction in the ^Mexican war.

Tiie whole Confederate army in Western Virginia was at this time

(July 1) estimated at 10,000 strong. Of this force a considerable por-

tion was in the Great Kanawha Valley, under command of ex-Governor
Henry A. AVise. He made an advance down the river, but was con-

fronted by a Federal force commanded by General Cox, of Ohio. Wise
fell back tow’ard the mountains, was overtaken at Gauley Bridge, but

continued his retreat \vithout risking a battle.

ALONG THE POTOMAC ON TO RICHMOND.”

AVhile these events were transjHring in AVestern A^irginia, two power-

ful armies were being concentrated on the banks of tlie lAitomac, and
were quietly preparing for a great battle. General Beaui’egard, who had
taken command in A’^irginia, after the fall of Fort Sumter, was at the

head of a jiowerful army at Alanassas Junction, while General Joseph F.

Johnston was in conmiand of 30,000 iiien in the neighborhood of Harpers
Ferry. General Patterson was in command of a Federal force concen-

trating at Hagerstown, Alaryland, for the purpose of preventing Johnston
from joining Beauregard when an attack should be made iqum the latter.

An army of 40,000 men had now been eolleeted at AVashington, and
public opinion at th(‘ North demanded that an attack he made at once
U])OU the forces of General Beauregard, who had ehanged his location

and taken a strong natural position at Ihdl Ixun, about thirty miles

from the national capital.

General Irwin AleDowell was ])laced in command, and on the 17th of

July all things were inreadiness. It was Saturday, and at 4 o’clock A. lu.

the orders to march were given. Forty thousand men Hied out from
A\dishington on the road leading to (.’cut reville. It was the grande.-t
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])agcant that had yet been yitnessed on the eoutineiit. Banners yero
flying in every direetion, and strains of inarrial music tilled the air.

Little thought any one that ere thirty-six hours had passed ayay, that

magnificent army you id be l)ut a shattered tragment of its former self.

But behind the fortifications at Bull Run lay 30,000 brave men ayait-

ing the shock of battle. With the rising of the sun on that vSabbatli

morning, came the sound of battle, and tor thirteen dreadful hours
70,000 men struggled for the mastery. As the day waned away, so a})-

peared to wane the cause of the Southern arms, and just when the

victory of the Federals seemed assured, a long-expected reinforcement

arrived and turned the tide of battle. As Blucher slipped away from
Grouchy at Wavres, to decide the fate of Napoleon at Yfaterioo, so John-
ston had stolen away from Patterson, and by forced mai'ches arrived just

in time to save the day and make a Waterloo for the Federal arms at

Bull Run. He poured 10,000 fresh troops in upon the now exhausted
regiments, and then at once began one of the most disastrous retreats an
account of which is recorded in history. The Federal army fidl back to

Washington and the Confederates remained in ])ossession of Bull Run.
Four thousand men lay dead upon the field. Thus terminated the first

great battle of the Civil AYar.

BATTLE OF CARXIFEX FERRY.

The Great Kanawha Valley was the ])rincipal salt-producing region of

the South, and hence of vast importance to llie Confederate government.
After AVise was compelled to leave the valley, another force was sent to

AYestern A^irginia, under ex-Secrelary Floyd, who took positioji at

Carnifex Ferry, on Gauley river. General Rosecranz, with several regi-

ments, among which was the 12th Ohio, was sent against him. Detach-
ments of the two armies met at Summerville, near the county-seat of

Nicholas county, and a severe engagement ensued, d'hc Federals re-

treated with a loss of 200 killed and })risoners. On the 10th of August,
Rosecranz attacked Floyd's forces and a general engagement followed,

lasting four hours, when night ])ut an end to the action. Floyd took

advantage of the darkness and fell back into the mountains. The Federal

loss was 225, among which was Colonel Lowe, of the 12th Ohio, who tell

at the head of his regiment.

GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE SENT TO WESTERN VIRAllNIA.

AA^'ise and Floyd both having shown themselves unable to hold a posi-

tion in AYest A'^irginia, General Lee, the ablest otlicer in A^irginia,

marched at the head of 1), ()()() men against General Reynolds, who was
lying with a considerable force at C'heat Alountain. The attack was
made on the 1-lth of Se})teinber, and after several hours’ severe fighting
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Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 100 dead upon tlic field. Among the

latter was Colonel John Washington, a recent proprietor of jMount Ver-

non. Lee’s army iialted on the hanks of Greenbrier river, and began
to intrench itself. General Reynolds, after receiving reinforcemenrs, set

out on the 2d of October from (.'heat ^Mountain with a force of 5,000

men to drive Lee I'rom his ])osition. Colonel Kimball, with the 14th

Indiana, led the advance, while General iUilroy, with a portion of his

brigade, was to deploy to the left, drive in the ])ickets ami force the (Jou-

federates within their iiitreuchment. At daylight he arrived at Green-

brier bridge and found it occupied. xV cliarge was made, the bridge

carried, and a crossing etfected. Then began an artillery duel which

fairly shook the surrounding inouiitaiiis. Soon, however, three of l^ee’s

guns were disabled, and he again retreated. The Federal loss was eight

killed and thirty-two wounded.
Lee left General Johnston, of Georgia, wdth 2,000 men on the summit

of the Alleghanies and continued his march to Staunton. Milroy

marched against Johnston, taking with him the IStli Indiana and tw'o

other regiments, and on the 15th of December reached Camp Alleghany,

where he found the Confederates sti*ongly fortitied. An engagement
took place, the results of which w('re not advantageous to either side,

the loss being about 130 on both sides. IMilroy withdrew' and fell baok
to Cheat jMoimtain. This practically put au end to the w'ar in Western
Virginia.

ALONG THE POTOMAC.

After the reverse at Bull Run, it became evident that a war of gigantic

proportions was now" in progress. Throughout the North regiments

were equip])ed and hurried to the seat of w'ar. Recruiting went on
W’ith equal rapidity in the Southern States, so that by the tirst of

October tw'o of the largest armies ever mustered on the continent were
fronting each other on the banks of the Potomac, and it seemed as if

another was to be added to the list of the great battles of the workl.

But such w'as not to be, for a masterly inactivity seemed to charac-

terize both.

FIGHT AT BOLIVAR HEIGHTS.

The extreme left of the Confederate lino now' lay near Leesburg, on the

Potomac. On the 8th of October, 51ajor Gould crossed the river at

Harpers Feny for the purpose of seizing a (piautity of wheat, and when
about to recross, on the IGth, he was attacked by a force of Confederates
on Bolivar Heights, and, at the sanu' time, a bait('i’v of nrtillerv opened
fire IVoni Loudon Ib'ights, Avithin cannon range of tlu' ITrry. Then a

cavalry charge was made, but W’as n'pulscnl by the 13(h Ma.s.sachusetts

regiment, under Colonel S(‘hriber. iMajor Gould luul sent for reinforce-
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ments, and Lieutenant ^Martin -witli a battery of artillery now arrived

upon the scene. Unlimberiiiir his guns in the street, lie poured such

a destructive fire upon the Heights that the line stationed there began
to vaver, and by a liayonet charge on the part of the Federals were
compelled to retreat and leave tlie field, with a loss of 100 killed and
wounded. A few days later an engagement took ])lace at Balls Bluff, in

which Colonel Baker, a L^nited States ex-senator from ^Massachusetts,

was killed and the Federal troops defeated with great slaughter.

DRAIXSVILLE.

The battle of Drainsville, near AVashington, took place on the 20th
of December, It was the first engagement of any importance in which
the army of the Potomac was successful. On the above date General
Ord, with his brigade, advanced toward Drainsville for the purpose of

securing forage for his animals. With him were the Pennsylvania Buck-
tails, commanded l)y Lieutenant-C’olonel Kane, brother of E. K. Kane,
the Arctic explorer, and an Eastern battery of liglit artillery. W'heii

near Drainsville they encountered a force about 6,000 strong. A battle

ensued, vdiich lasted about five houi's,.and resulted in a complete rout

of the Confederates. Federal loss was sixty-seven, while that of the

Confederates was 240. This, with the exception of a slight engagement
at New Market bridge, near Xewport Xews, was the last fighting in Vir-

ginia during the year 1861.

FORMATION OF THE NEW STATE OF WEST YHtGINIA.

We must now turn aside from the records of war, and notice the rise

of a new commonwealth—the only one ever formed within the territory

of an organized State.

As has been stated, the peo})le of the western i)ortion of Virginia

were opposed to the sessation of the State; this was evidenced by the

vote upon that question, a majority of which in all the western coun-

ties was against it, and in several the negative vote was almost unan-
imous. Soon after the election of 1860, the inhabitants of this .section

began to express their feelings upon the questions which then agitated

the country.

The first meeting that was held to give expression to the sentiments

of the peo))lc, took place in Preston county, on the 12th of November,
1860. IMeii of all shades of political oi)inion participated in the ])ro-

ceediugs. Kesolutions were adopted o])posing sessation, and declaring that

any attempt on the part of tiie State to sever her connection with the

Union, would meet with the disapproval of the people of that county.



2.7.1AY.10aVl UTiWai't

lismuM «« u^f^illwU ads ik->1<> sift ovitoinkob a

t 1^ .1 a hL ,l;lo!t 5,11 l.«B ot Wlsqm-o

5r*aKff»45i- «'»tszisf1
"" '«• '«“

'• /ia

t!l02 stIJ fto; wnlq
*.l9dm*»ia to

daidwui wnhoqim' vnir^
’'7j '«* 'Snm.iioT’oiflV V«'<«

-ImnoO
(H'uia7i,n .oU-hd «rf ;lt>7/.,InO

:'S ^gsjSfSK
-*iiV tu qiII ^

, ,, ,
,X98i ibo^ $>iit ^iihubViiii^

,.
/•''(’'I'-V

jjjj

,

.ijKiasnY Tsa'ff w aTAa-a vra-^aire ao koit*i««oi^^

•^wJhwt 0.11 oi-iii" 7070^0..o .l.»
„B lo

-UtfiX) O'lli lii» lit Xivltti w *“* - I . , • tvnifttiJi isBV/ ^Otl

-m;mi laomla acw olov ir/.iES,o<i^ to u^oiioolo otii wtU m«j8 .auomi

lioftooa feiilt ‘
1+ ,/ ,,w ibilt 8-iO'jqy.9 oS arrgod

i)9ifiji:^ii doithr ft ri ^
, nHnfoo odJ



35G VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

On tlie 24tli of November, a meeting was lield in Harrison county,

which declared that tliey would exhaust all constitutional remedies f(U

redress, before they would resort to any viohait measures; that the bai-

lotd)ox was till* only medium known to the (^institution for a redress of

grievances, and to that alone would they appoal. The jieople of iMonon-

galia county convened at their court house on the 2(3th of November,
and passed a series of resolutions declaring that the election of the can-

didates of the Republican [larty did not justify sessation, and that the

XTnion as it was, was the liest guarantee of the people’s future welfare.

A meeting of the people at the court house of Taylor county, on the 3d
of December following, declared that they were opposed to any action

looking to the dissolution of the Union for existing causes.

The citizens of Ohio county convened in the city of Wheeling on the

14th of the same month and adopted resolutions similar to the foregoinir.

In many other w'estern counties meetings of like import and significance

were held.

The Virginia Convention passed the Ordinance of Secession on the

17tli of April, 1861, and then began a series of meetings and an ex-

pression of public sentiment, before unparalleled in the history of Vir-

ginia. All united in a solemn protest against the sessation of the State

and tisscrted that the Union was the object of their undying attachment,
and that they would cling to it, desj)ite the efforts of the East to plunge
them into the gulf of sessation and consequent ruin

;
tiuit sessation was

only unmitigated treason against the Constitution and the government
of the United States; that Western Virginia, for a half century, had
patiently submitted to the oppression of Eastern Virginia, but that now
the measure of tyranny was full, and that if, as was claimed, sessation

was the only remedy for supposed State wrongs, the day was not far

distant when the West would arise in its majesty, sever all political and
civil relations with the East, organize a new State, and remain tirmly

attached to the Union.
A mass meeting of the citizens of Taylor county, held on the loth of

April, declared that the government of the U^nited States ought to be

maintained, and all constitutional laws enforced; and if the eastern part

of the State should secede from the Union, then they were in favor of

establishing an independent government in the western portion of the

State. Moved by a similar sentiment, the people of Wetzel county, on

the 22d of the same month, resolved that if the State cast her fortunes

with those of the Gulf States, then, as citizens of AVestern Virginia,

they would deem it a duty to themselves and posterity to use such

measures as would result in a division of the State.
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CONVENTION AT CLAKKSBUIU;.

Up to this time all had been iiulcpondeut action on the part of the

several counties, hnt now a united effort was to be ma<le. On the 22d
of April, 1801, a meeting of twelve iuindred citizens, held under tlie

auspices of John S. Carlisle, the late delegate from Harrison county in

the Eichmond convention, met at Clarksburg, and in a long preamble
declared that the means resorted to by the secessionists to transfer the

State from its allegiance to the Federal Government to the so-callod

Confederate States, was wholly unjustiliablc, and resolved that they

would resist such action to the last extremity. Before adjournment
the convention recommended to the })eople in each of the counties

composing Western Virginia, to appoint not less than five delegates

of their “wisest, best and discreetest men,'’ to meet in eonveiition at

Wheeling, on the 13th day of 51ay following, “to determine upon
such action as the people of Western Virginia should take in the

present fearful emergency.”

THE FIRST WHEELING CONVENTION.

In compliance with the foregoing, the delegates were chosen by the

various counties, and the 13th day of iMay saw a swarming and excited

multitude thronging the streets of Wheeling. The delegates convened
at Washington Hall at 11 A. i\r., and the meeting was ealled to order

by Chester D. Hubbanl, of Ohio county, on whose motion William B.

Zinn, of Preston county, was chosen temjiorary chairman, and George
R. Latham, of Taylor count}', was a])]')ointed temporary secretary. Rev.
Peter T. Laishley, of Monongalia county, himself a delegate, then in-

voked Divine guidance in the deliberaticms of the convention. A com-
mittee on permanent organization, and also one on credentials, was a])-

pointed, after which the body adjourned to iiieet at 2 r. m.

Upon reassembling, the committee on })ermanent organization re})orted

John AV. IMoss, of Wood county, for ])erinanent presiiUait, and Colonel

Charles B. Waggcner, of iMason, iMarsliall 51. Dent, of 5Ionongalia, and
J. G. Chandler, of Ohio county, secretaries. Two door-kee]>ers and a

scrgeant-at-arms were then a])pointed. The committee on credential;\

ro})ortcd accredited dek'gatc'S from twenty-six counties, as follows : Han-
cock, Brooke, Ohio, Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Wtuxl, Lewis, Ritchie,

Harrison, Upshur, Gilmer, Wirt, Jackson, 5lason, WelzO, Plea>ants,

Barbour, Hampshire, Ih'rkc'ley, Doddridge, Tyler, Taylor, Roane, Fred-

(‘rick, and Marshall.

A committc'e on State and I'\‘d(‘ral relations was ai»pt)int('d ,
consisting

of the following naimal gcaUlenuMi : (umj>b(‘ll 'farr, Brooke county: 5V.

T. Willey, Monongalia; dohn S. C'arlisle, Harrison; »). ,]

.

Jackson,
Wood; Charles Hooton, l’r(>ston; Daniel Lamb, Qiiio ; (!c'org(' 5lc('.

Pc'i'ter, Hancock; floseph 11. Machir, 5lason : D. D. d()linson, TvK'r;

dames Sc(Rt, dackson; G. W. IVu'r, Mh't/el; R. C. llollidav, Mai>liall;
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A. S. Withers, Lewis; E. T. Trayliorn, AVirt; F. H. Pierpont, Marion;

S. Dayton, Barhoiir; ( f. S. 8ensenev, Fredei-ick; J. S. Burdett, Taylor;

A. K. McQuilkin, ]Ln-keh*y :
S. Oochran, Pleasants; ,J. IT Stump,

Roane; S. Alartin, CTilmer; A. B. Kohrhough, Lpshur
;
O. I). Downey,

Hampshire; Mr. Foley, IBtcdiie.

Everything was now in complete working order. The fact that the

convention was divided up(m the subject of immediate action very soon

became apparent from the spirited discussion which characterized the

early days of the session. One ]>arty, led by the Hon. J(dm S. Carlisle,

was in favor of an immediate division of the State, and the formation of

a government for the counties represented, all otHces to be tilled by tem-

porary ' appointment. Another j^arty, headed by Hon. W. T. Willey,

declared that this was but an informal meeting of the people, no action

of which could be made binding upon them
;
that no vote had yet been

taken upon the ordinance of secession, therefore the State of Virginia

still had a government recognized by the Constitution of the United
States

;
hence any action tending in tin* direction of a new governmemt

could not be other than revolutionary in its nature. An acrimonious

debate continued thnnighout the second and third days, ami it seemed
that an adjournment would take place before the objects for which the

body had met could be accomplished; but late at night the discussion

was interrupted by the committee on State and Federal relations begging

leave to report. Cam|)b(dl Tarr, the chairman of said committee, read

the report. It was a skillful production, a blending of all opinions, a

happy mean between spasmodic disru])tion and authorized resistance. The
first part was a review of the secession movement from its incipiency to

that time. Then followed declarations of loyalty to the Union, wiiicii

should continue on the part of the people here represented, despite all

efforts of the east to drag them out of the Union. A recommen-
dation was made to the people of the various counties, that, in the event

of the ratification of the ordinance of secession, they appoint delegates

on the 4th day of June to meet in a general convention on the 11th of

the same month, at some place to be hereafter designated. A last sug-

gestion was that a central committee, consisting of nine members, be a.p-

pointed, with power to carry into efiect the objects of the convention.

The report, after a short discussion, was almost unanimously adopted,

but two votes being recorded against it. The central committee was

then appointed, consisting of John S. Carlisle, James S. Wheat, Chester

D. Hubbard, Francis H. Picr})ont, Campbell Tarr, George R. Latham,
Andrew Wilson, L, H. Woodward, and James H. Paxton. Prayer was

then ollered, imploring blessings upon the work performed. A thousand

voices united in singing the “Star Spangled Banner,” and the conven-

tion adjourned unc die.
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THE SECOND WHEELING CONVENTION— THE RESTORED GOVERNMENT.

On the 23d day of May, 1861, the vote was taken on the ordinance
of secession. The result showed the sentiment of the people west of the

Alleghanies. Out of about 44,000 votes polled in the counties now
comprising AVest Virginia, 40,000 were recorded against secession.

Delegates were elected on the 4th of June, and what is known as the

second AYheeling convention met on the 11th of the same month at

AVashington Hall, in that city. Seventy-seven delegates, representing

thirt-yfive counties, were present. The committee on permanent organ-

ization reported the names of Arthur J. Boreman, of AWod county,

for president, and G. L. Cranmer, of Ohio county, for secretary. A
committee consisting of thirteen members was appointed, to report busi-

ness to the convention. The members of that committee, the report of

which became the foundation for the new State, were as follows : Car-

lisle, of Harrison; Lamb, of Ohio; Pierpont, of Alarion
;
Hagans, of

Preston; Ahin AA'inkle, of AAMod
;
Berkshire, of Monongalia; Polsley,

of Mason; Boreman, of AVood
;
Caldwell, of Alarshall; Frost, of Jack-

son; Porter, of Hancock
;
Farnsworth, of Upshur; and Copley, of AYayne.

On the third day they submitted a report entitled “A Declaration of

the People of Vir<iinia, represented in convention at the city of Wheeling,

Thursday, June 13, 1861.” Among many oilier things set forth, it was
declared that “the preservation of the dearest rights and liberties, and
security in person and property, imperatively demand the reorganization

of the government of the commonwealth.” * “And that the

offices of all who adhere to the said convention [that of Kichmond],
whether legislative, executive or judicial, are vacated.”

The report was adopted on the 17th, and the convention at once pro-

ceeded to reorganize the government of Virginia.

On the 19th, an ordinance for the reorganization of the State govern-

ment was passed, as follows:

“The people of the State of ATrginia, by their delegates assembled in

convention at AVheeling, do ordain as follows:

“1. A governor, lieutenant-governor and attorney-general for the

State of ATrginia, shall be appointed by this convention to discharge the

duties and exercise the powers whicli pertain to their respective offices by
the existing laws of the State, and to continue in office for six months,
or until their successors be elected and qualiiied

;
and the general assem-

bly is required to provide by law for an election of governor and lieu-

tenant-governor by the ])coplc as soon as in tlieir judgment such an elec-

tion can be properly held.”

The following oatli was prescribed to be taken by the various officers

elected by the convention before entering upon the discharge of the

duties of their respective offices :

“ I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of



.?:/jAYvoivr( ixvxr')%vi

-m r
a/.0338 anx

/i’4;ir'/>jovoo
anuAi^aa .cn r— kou 4a ^ r.

. ^

f *Mh lo Tftb bSS Qdt t

6'>imnibio oih no
i^wocia )lu8-ot etiT

©/ll '!<> ‘

• T H v , ^mnX imuhi ‘in ^nO
vo>u g^lKTifoo oni HI l>-JiN

^ Aoo'iiL ^^nisnqmoa

,.i, ,« „...Hd
;.
“

n ».iu,.vno. bno^
or. dinom .vjio 3nd) nf dUd^ uoi%fud^/f

,vinnoo h(H>V/ .. l>n« '£cA

/. .7'iiiio*io*3=? -n>i
tmhirij ‘io pjo'usknoo (K)Jlunmot>

4o nnqot 6jb ,00irmtfi!oo iMiJ *n
nob-hmrcit odi unmr;t>dalun(7/

.,,;j :bo!M «« •«;"*«
,irfO S ;. <>-«i-.H .oWf

V'9!«1o‘! :
«ili:uiioii'-lA

-f '

Tt 'v - i„V// 'to .iwusciofl ;
(i9«iiM Io

mi. -to ,)«.'0 ;!l<:.!‘-->cK .. >f >•

;,
.'^,;;:„V.Tno..9no'r:fioa

,.>,vovto.«v««l k*' wlitjoo /;<«!««
‘‘ r^~ 9H«A .M

fr.v .li ..rlJioklo-.a-i!t.i.h wiUr. l“>«‘ ^ sd) » Hull Iworfool)

Imib ,foi)-i‘«!i! I)«B
,,„i ;,i.|T«uiin Iwin uoaioq o<

iiuiiJisiuRSiooi
®‘‘**'‘‘s“‘%' '^^?IbhOT

“' losimi'io'tos ofiJ lo

ofb ilndi i>nA ’

.
.. , ,.nodi>* ojlv/ (Inis^io eooifto

,[l.,iou.df.ilI V
^"‘jAry“^r!W9ib«{ W OVIIO'WZO ov;ir,kix4oHorf}3.lY^

.nq WOO to 00 . i«9Vhou
0.1

1

ai toUmoaaB ao«soloU ?j|‘;%,nLlW iS
a.lj -iol Iinoma-you-iotte

O.iloj(in.loa.l. ol
“’‘‘‘‘?'I'‘’YaUirr. i

il-)i.lv/ii/»<>q oilt oaioioza l).m soiluh

yik-wHlo ovilo'Biaoi iwilJ oJ ".‘'‘’''I
. ,,,. Oill to anol ’^inJsO'-O o^l

.eilUioin /.i?. -lol oori>o ni
:''V!!'‘‘‘’''^,“ ,,^;..;4l.,

’j,'| i^i,«>.!>'.oiJ« liotil I'l'”' >"

4vi,..b iBv.oa ;'rr'' q'!4 Oliiv^^ 01 ai 7.W

-iioU bin; io.riov.te
!X Jolqo'Bi -nil -(rf w"wvo3-bniH0l

-•job tnufloub bnqtej’iit, '

.1 j,i;„i •,|-,,,q„i,| o.I two noil

arnil!.. ti.oiiny 0.11 'M fm\b.t/'.’wr sriAj bal.^Io

lo coillililanoO 0.11 lioriqiia Ili« i 1«-U •“>



360 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

the United States, and the laws made in pursuance thereof, as the su-

preme law of the land, anything in the constitution and laws of the State

of Virginia, or in the ordinances of the convention which assembled at

Richmond on the loth of February, FS61, to the contrary notwithstand-

ing; and that I will u}>hold and rlelend the government of Virginia as

vindicated and restored by the convention which assembled at AV heeling

on the 11th of June, 1861.”

In compliance with the first clause of the ordinance, the convention, on

the 20th of June, proceeded to the election of olheers. Francis 11. Fier-

pont, of Marion, was clnxseii governor of ^"irginia, and Daniel Polslev,

of Mason, lieutenant-governor. On the 24th, James S. Wheat, of Ohio
county, was chosen attorney-general.

The convention, having thus restored tlie government, elected a chief

executive and provided for the election of all other officers pertaining to

the State government, adjourned to meet again: on the first Tuesday in

August ensuing.

MEETING OF THE PROVISIONAL LEGISLATURE.

The third clause of the ordinance passed June the 19th, provided for

the meeting of the General Assemlily on the 1st day of July, the mem-
bers of which had been duly chosen at the general election on the 23d
day of May, and in pursuance of the ordinance that body coiivened

at Wheeling on the day appointed. The session was held in the cus-

tom-house, in which the offices of the governor and other State officers

had been located. Upon calling the roll, it was ascertained that there

were thirty-one members pre.sent. A speaker and clerk were chosen,

after which the governor’s message was received. In it he reviewed,

at considerable length, the action of the Richmond convention, the

history of the movements which led to the reorganization of the Stale

governments and his own election. He informed the house that he had
entered into a corres])ondence with the President of the United States,

and informed him of the circumstances surrounding the loyal gov-

ernment of Virginia, and had received from him, through the secre-

tary of war, assurances that all constitutional aid would be promptly
rendered.

Accompanying the message were copies of communications received

from the Secretary of the Interior certifying to the apportionment of

rc})re.sentation to which \drginia was entitled in the Thirty-eighth Coii-

gre.«s, according to the census of I860. The attention of the AssemlJy
was called to the fact that, the Fresi(hmt, in a proclamation issued on the

4th inst., liad declared vacant the seats of all representatives from Vir-

ginia in the Congre.^s of the United States by reason of their active'

participation in the elfort to overthrow the Fe.'deral government, and
he recommended that the house j)i'oceed at once to till such vacancies l>y
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TOMB OF MARY, MOTHER OF WASHINGTON,
At Fredericksburg, Virginia.
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the election of members who should at once apj)ly for seats in the

national Congress as re23resentatives of Virginia under the restored

government.
The General Assembly, on the 9th of July, went into an election, and

on joint ballot elected L. A. Hagans, of Preston county, secretary of

the commonwealth; Samuel Crane, of Randolph, auditor of })ublic

accounts, and C'ampbell Tarr, of Brooke, treasurer. They then pro-

ceeded to ballot lor United States Senators, which resulted in the

election of John S. Carlisle, of Harrison, and W. T. Willey, ofiNbujoii-

galia. They, together Avith the representatives from the three congres-

sional districts Avest of the mountains, AA'ho had been elected at the

same time the members of tlie Ge]ieral Assembly Avere cliosen, at once

j)roceeded to Washington, Avhere “they Avere admitted to seats in the

respective houses as senators and representatives from Virginia.” On
the 24th of July, the Assembly, having finished the business before it,

adjourned.

Thus the machinery of the restored government Avas in complete Avork-

ing order; but this did not satisfy the people, many of Avhom had for

years entertained the fond hope that at some time their relations Avith the

cast should bo seA-^ered, and a ucav State, inde})endent of Virginia, should

rise Avest of the Alleghanies. All telt that the auspicious moment had
noAV come, and it Avas impressed upon the

THIRD WHEELING CONA'ENTION,

Which convened on the 6th of August, 1861, that there Avas but one

duty to perform, and that Avas to ])erfect the organization of a ucav

State.

At this meeting a number of delegates from the KanaAvha Valiev
counties, Avho had not attended the second convention, Avere ])ieseni,

and took an active ]>art in the labor noAv to be performed, Avhieh Avas

none other than tlie partition of the old State and the formation of a

ncAA' one.

On the 20th an ordinance Avas passed, Avith the folloAving preamble:
“Whereas, it is represented to be the desire of the people inhal)iting

the counties hereinafter mentioned, to be sejAarated from this eommon-
Avealth, and to be erected into a sejnirate State, and admitted into the

Union of States, and become a member of the government of the United
Suites.”

The iiCAV State Avas to be called “ KanaAvha,” the boundaries of Avhieh

Avere to include the I'ollowing counties, viz: l^ogan, Wvoming, Raleigh,

Fayette, Nicholas, ^^h•bster, Randolph, Tucker, I’n'ston, iMonongalia,

iMarion, Taylor, Barbour, Upsliur, Harrison, Lewis, Braxton, C'lay,

XanaAvha, Boone, Wayne, Cabell, Putnam, iMason, Jackson, Roane,
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Callioiin, Wirt, Gilmer, Kitchio, Wood, Pleasants, Tyler, Doddridge,
Wetzel, Marshall, Ohio, J^rooke and llaneoek.

It was also provided that the boiindai‘ies might he so changed as to

include within the boundaries of the pro])osed State the counties of

Greenln’ier, Pocahontas, Hampshire, Hardy, ^Morgan, Berkeley, and
Jedersf)!!, or either of them, or any other contiguous counties, in case

a majority of the votes cast at an election to l)c held for the })urpose,

should declare their wish, to become a ])art of the new State; and at

the same time elect delegates to the pn^posed constitutional convention,

which was to meet at AVheeling on the 2bth of Xovember, should a

majority of the votes cast at an election to be hehl on the fourth Thurs-
day in October be in favor of the f )rmati(m of the new State. The con-

ventioji, after submitting the question of the organization of the State

to the people, adjourned on the 2tst of August.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

The October election was held in nearly every county of the proposed

State; 19,189 votes were ])olled, of which 18,408 were in favor of the

new State, and 781 against it.

Delegates to the constitutional convention were chosen at the same
time, and on the 26th of Xovember, 1861, that body convened in the

Pederal court room at Wheeling, all the counties then within the limits

of the proposed State being re])resented except Jefferson, Berkeley,

Weijster and Monroe. The session continued eighty-two days, during
vhich time a constitution w\as framed and submitted to the people, to

b(i voted u])on on the. 3d day of April, 1862. The convention adjourned
on the 18t)i of February.
The constitution thus submitted \vas voted upon, on the day appointed,

a/id I'esulted in its ado})tion by a vote of 18,862 f)r it, and 514 against

it. By the census of 1860 it will be seen that the counties voting had
a jiopulation of 334,921 whites, and 12,771 colored. The reader will

have noticed the decrease in the number of votes polled at the above
election, from that polled at the time of the vote ])olled u})oii the ordi-

nance of secession, which was more than 54,000; but we must remem-
ber that up to this time 10,000 nuai from ^Vestern Virginia were en-

rolled in the Federal army, and sc'veral thousand had g(me J^outh, and
were fighting the battles of the ( 'onfcderacy. Hence the dilference in

the iiund)or of votes polled at the two elections.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION—TIIIO 'WORK: COMTUETED.

The General Assembly of the ivorganizcd government convened on
the 6th of May, 1S62, and gav(‘ its formal assemt to tlu' formation ot‘

the lUAV State id‘ ^\\'st N'irgiuia within tlu' tm’ritory of the Slate of \’ir-
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ginia, according to the provisions of the constitution, recently ratilied

by the ijeople. A memorial, together with the bill granting assent to

the erection of the State, and a cojyv of the donstitution, was trans-

mitted to Congress, praying for the admission of West Virginia into the

Union. Senators Carlisle and Willey presented the l)ill in tlie United

States Senate on the l^Tth ofiMay, 1862. No action was taken until

December 31st, following, when it was again taken up and passed l)y

both houses with the understanding that “ West Virginia was and should

be one of the members of the Federal Union” wlienever she struck out

from her constitution the seventh section, known as tlie Ikittelle pro-

vision for the gradual extinction of slavery within the State. On the

12th day of February, 1863, the convention reassemljled and amended
the constitution according to the requirements of (ojiigress

;
submitted it

to a vote of the ])eople, who a second time i-atified it by a majority of

about 17,000. The result was (*ertitled to President Lincoln, and on the

19th of April he issued his proclamation to the elfect that after sixty

days “West Virginia should be one of the United States of America;
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States in

all respects whatever.”
The convention, befoj-e adjourning in Fel)ruarv, provided that in case

the revised constitution should be ratified, an election should be lield on
the fourth Thursday of IN fay following, for the purpose of electing mem-
bers of both houses of the Legislature, a Governor, and other State otli-

cers. Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, etc.

The election was held at the a})|)ointed time. lion. Arthur I. Bore-

man, of Wood county, was chosen Governor, and thus became the first

chief executive of West Virginia
;
Samuel Crane, of Kandoljih was elected

Auditor; Canqibell Tarr, of Brooke, Treasurer
;
J. Fdgar Boyers, of

Tyler, Secretary of State, and A. Bolton Caldwell, of Ohio, Attorney-
General. Hons. Ralph L. Berkshire, of Monongalia, William Harri-

son, of Harrison, and James H. Brown, of Kanawha, were elected

Judges of the Supreme Court of A])]>eals.

Wlien, therefore, the sixty days after tlie President’s proclamation had
elapsed, on the 20lh of June, 1863, West Virginia, “the daughtei’ of

the rebellion,” born amid the throes of civil war, entered upon her

career as one of the members of the Sisterhood of States.

THE KECOKD OF WAR AGAIN.

We have seen AVest Virginia—the daughter, become “the adopted
child of the Republic,” and we must now return to Virginia, the mother,
whom we lelt at the close of the year 1861, amid all the horrors of a

sanguinary war.



.?,v*Krao'Avr vixi. lAVAOArr

:!uLi .iniprn.oy/ ?oo>{i o'iii rini’*>‘fiV J?.q V/ lo nurnttauji hm !«•• :.^w, /iriq

:, h ni Hi.i

3 ;S'^.:?,;;;

•

, 1!Y OiU *lo b^oy XI 04

““
"'t;

’

i;i!rir:!.“b
. r,r, n*, tfMlt liobivour V'fnuido'? nt "iiiit/nmti.fjJ: oH<vikf rXK*iin oil I

: w«0d« ..« ,:.-iiinn •>!
arf

,u„ ..1,0 ... .-
.-,,„a I-,„.!nA .noli .ar..!! iWlnionc,., or!)

,H-.ii o,li o.n.yr,.VrHl, l..m
)H-.ii 0 .1 , o.mvrr.1 «.h 1 , I>««

.•'"•'•‘f'''’ ;

-von,o,. A ,«irK) -io ,II;.vrW«''
.V.iVll d^l^O-/(.noJlA ,<>!<») 'to ,ll,•/rl4r^> no^l>-«>.

•

o
•

jj

ss:;r'“S;Srr5:^

.yjAO/
f>m

V jiAvx HO a«oa:>m auT

t ' w r, Fr
3' r f:

,
j;/ :

.'

^

',

vn:i. ..
^ *

'

i- '

^;'

'

j; to ^10*1

" vv

‘

'; V. ^ J'.'X'^
*

’

U *y i^^ '.^



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

18G2.

305

During the early months of this year but few military movements
occurred in Virginia. The hrst action of the year occurred at Hunts-
ville, in Nicholas county, January od, whither Geneial 5Iilroy had sent

Major Webster, with a force of seven hundred and thirty-eight men, to

destroy a quantity of Confederate stores known to be deposited at that

place. Tlie work was successfully })erformed, six buildings filed with

provisions being burned.

On the 4th, General Jackson, stationed at Winchester, in the Shenan-
doah Valley, made a dash toward the Potomac for the })ur|)Ose of tearing

up the Baltimore A: Ohio railroad. The Federals were driven north of

the river, and Jackson, after destroying several miles of the road, fell

back toward the valley.

An engagement took ])lac.“e on the 7th between a portion of General
Kelly’s forces lying at Komiiey, in Hampshire county, and a body of

Confederates at Blues Gap. Colonel Dunning, with the 5th Ohio, "won

the day. The loss on either side was slight.

THE CAPITAL OF VIRGINIA BECO:srES THE CAPITAL OF THE
CONFEDERACY.

In the meantime the seat of government of the Confederacy had been
transferred from Montgomery, Alabama, to Kichmond ;

and here, on the

22d day of February—Washington’s birthday—fJetierson Davis, of I\Iis-

sissippi, and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, liaving l)eeii unani-

mously chosen President and Vice-President, respectively, by the votes

of the convention of every Southern State, were duly inaugurated for the

term of six years. The oath of office was administered to the President

by the Hon. J. D. llalyburton, chief Confederate Judge, and to Alex-
ander H. Stephens by the President of the Confederate Senate. On
the next day President Davis sent to the Senate for confirmation, a list

of cabinet appointments, as follows: Secretary of State, Judah P. Ben-
jamin, of Louisiana; Secretary of War, George W. Bandol]4i, of Vir-

ginia; Secretary of the Navy, S. K. ALallorv; Secretary of the Treasury,

C. G. Alemminger, of South Carolina Postmaster-General, Air. Henry,
of Kentucky; Attorney-Ciencral, Herschel V. Johnson, of Georgia;
all of which were S})ee(lily contirmed. Thus, on the soil of Virginia,

was located tlic capital of the then existing Southern Be])ublic. The
city thus occupied had been the seat of governnu nt of \'irginia for a

period of eighty-live years, the State trooj^s, arms and ammunition, and
public records having been removed from \Villiamsburg to that j>lace in

1777, to }>revent their falling into tlu' pussc'ssion of tlie Briti.^h aiinv,

then ravaging Virginia. In May, 177!*, the Assembly passed an act

making it the permanent capital ot’ (he Stale. It was called Bichmond
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iDCcaiise of the fancied resemblance of its location to that of Richmond-
on-the-Thames, in England.

Six days after the inauguration ceremonies, on the 1st of March, the

right wing of the army of the Potomac, commanded by General Banks,
crossed the river, advanced into Virginia, and occupied Bolivar, Charles-

town and Martinsburg. This was the first movement of a series in which
the Federal armies Avere intended to approach Richmond and attack its

defenses. Banks continued his inarch in the direction of Winchester,

where Stonewall Jackson was posted with a considerable force.

On the 11th of March the Confederates evacuated IManassas and fell,

back beyond the Rtippahannock, and the Federals at once took, posses-

sion of the abandoned position. It was expected that Banks Avould

drive Jackson toward Richmond, and that the army at iManassas Avould

cut ofl* his retreat, and thus cajituie his entire force; but instead the

Avily Jackson retreated up the \hdley, closely pursued by Banks. At
Strasbiirg he halted and took a strong position at Ncav iMarket, Avithin

supporting distance of Johnston.

BATTLE OF AVIXCHESTER.

Banks iioav fell liack to Winchester, and aa’us in turn pursued by
•Jackson. Here, on the 22d of iMarch, Avas fought one of the most
fiercely contested batth's of the Avar. Both armies exhibited the most
determined braA'ery. The 5th Ohio had five color-bearers killed. The
battle Avaged until nightfall, Avhen the Confederates AvithdrcAv, leaving

the field in possession of their enemies. The loss on both sides has been
variously estimated at from 900 to 1300, of Avhich the greater part A\as

that of the Ckm federates.

During the night Jackson received a reinforcement of five regiments
of infantry and two batteries of artillery. With his forces thus aug-

mented, he determined to risk another battle, and aceordingly formed
his lines near the village of Kernstown. Eaily on the morning of the

23d, Baides sent forAvard General Tyler’s brigade to open the action.

He Avas supporte<l by two otlier brigades of Ohio and ^Michigan troo})s,

all of Avhicli soon became engaged. Here again Avere ]-e-enaeted tlie

scenes of the previous day. The result Avas similar. The Federals Avere

again victorious, completely routing the forces of Jackson, who iioav re-

treated rapidly toAvards iStaunton.

Ol'ERATIONS OX THE PENINSULA.

After the evacuation of Manassas by the Confederates, they took
position near VorktoAvii on the ])eidnsula, and erected the stronge.'-t

fortifications yet built in the Kcav World. The early jiart of A})ril siiAV
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the Federal army, 100,000 strong, anchored off Fortress Monroe, and
jMcCiellan found that the fortifications extended entirely across the

peninsula, from the York to the James river, and he at once concluded
that one of two things was certain: here the Confederates could l)e

cooped up on the penijisula, and be compelled to surrender, or they

must evacuate the stronghold, and take refuge behind their batteries at

Richmond. The forces were landed, and after an examination of the

works, McClellan was confident that with his artillery—a thousand

pieces—he should be able to level these v/orks. He had seen the tell-

ing effects of artillery upon similar ones at Sebastopol during the Crimean
war. General Robert E. Lee, of Virginia, the ablest leader of the

Southern armies, knew the same, and at once recommended to the

government the evacuation of the peninsula. Accordingly on the 3d
of May the whole Confederate army, numbering 70,000 men, marched
out on the road to Richmond, and left these works, as they had left

those of Manassas, in j)ossession of their enemies. A rapid pursuit wa.s

at once begun, and, on the 4tli, General Stoneman’s command came uj)

\iith the rear of tlie retreating army at AVilliamsburg, about fifty-eight

1 ailes from Richmond. Here the Confederates made a stand, and, Avith

tlie pertinacity of veterans, disputed the Federal advance. It was the

f'th of May, at seven o’clock in the morning, when the battle began,

and it raged until late in the evening, when Lee’s forces were again

compelled to continue their march toward their capital, leaving TOO
<(ead on the field. The loss of the Federals was 1100.

On the next day a bloody engagement occurred at West Point, on
t.iie York river, between the forces of General Franklin and a body of

^Confederates under General IMagruder. After a spirited contest of three

liours, victory again declared in favor of the Federals, their loss being

fD killed, 300 wounded, and 500 taken prisoners. The loss on the

ether side was about 000.

McClellan continued his march toward Richmond; at the same time a

feet of gunboats entered the Chesapeake Bay for the purpose of co-

( perating with the land forces in the attack upon the Confederate capi-

tal. On the 15th of May the fleet steamed u}) the James within Ogdit

miles of Richmond, where the guns of Fort Darling o])ened lire, and
the Federals met their iirst reverse bef'ore Richmond. After a splondid

artillery light of five houi-s the gunboats were com])clled to withdraw
down the river to their former anchorage. This did not delay f<n- a

moment the progress of the land forces, and on the 20th of IMay, Mc-
Clellan occupi(‘d a ])osition within eight miles of Richmond.

In the meantime General Banks had again marched into the Shenan-
doali Valiev, wlu're he was opj)osed by a force of about 25 ,

1 H)(» men un-

der Generals Early and .Jadvson. For wec'ks tln^ ])ossession oi‘ the “(Jar-

den of Vii'ginia ” was <lisputed by the contimding annies; l)ut on the

25th of May, Banks was attaekc'd, defeated at Winclu'ster, and foreC(l
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to abandon the valley. His retreating columns were closely pursued
to Williamsport, where they crossed the Potomac and took refuge in

Maryland.

TIDEWATER VIRGINIA MADE THE BATTLE-GROUND.

In all historical struggles of the past between nations, it is exhibited

that the final contest has been limited to a few localities, in which the

resources of the combatants were concentrated and the operations more
colossal than any jweceding them. This was exem])lified in tlie late

civil war, the crisis being reached in 1SG2, and the period was signalized

by contests more sanguinai’y than had ever before be^m witnessed on

the American continent. The first of these ejicounters between the

opposing armies before Richmond was the

BATTLE OF SEVEN PINES,

On the 31st of May, in which the Federal loss was 6,000 greater than

the Confederate, with arms, stores, etc. A demonstration by IMcClel-

lan on the next day which was repulsed by General Pickett, magnified

in the Federal reports as the battle of Fair Oaks, was an action of no
consequence. Our limits forbid a minute detail of the events of the

momentous three years succeeding, and confine us to a general view of

the war in Virginia. On the first of June the armies confronting eacii

other on her soil aggregated quite 200,000 men. The struggle around
the beleaguered ca[)ital of the Confederacy commenced with the

SEVEN days’ battles

In the region of the Chickahominy, which were inaugurated on the

26th of June, by the

BATTLE OF MKCHANICSVILLE.

General Johnston had been severely wounded at Seven Pines, and
General R. E. Lee was now in chief command of tlu Confederate forces

around Richmond. General l\[(;Ciellan had recently assumed the com-
mand of the army of the Potomac, then concentrated on the banks of the

Chickahominy.
In order that the reader may better understand the movements now

to be noticed he should study carefully the geography of the Tidewater
district of Virginia. By an inspection of the map it will be seen that
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tlie Cluckaliominy river has its source in the north-western portion of

Henrico ci)unty, wlu nce it Hows in a south-western direction—its course

in tlie neighl)orhoo(l of Itichinoiid closcdy resembling tlie arc of a circle

—

until it reaches the s('iitii-eastei-n ^portion of Charles City county-, where
it suddenly turns to the south and Hows into the James, about seventy-

five miles below Kichmond. IMechanicsville is situated on the north-

east bank of this river, distant five miles from Kichmond, aiul marks the

point of McClellan’s neare>t approach to that city.

At the time of the engagement a portion of the Federal army had
crossed the Cluckaliominy and held a fortilied position on the WJiliams-

burg road, but far the greater portion lay on the north side, the line ex-

tending many miles u|) and down the stream.

It was at 8 p. m. Tliursday, June 26th, that IMaJor-General Jackson

—

flushed with recent victories in the Shenandoah Valley—took up his

line of march from Ashland and proceeded south-east through the coun-

try lying between the Chickahominy and ramunkey id vers. Brigadier-

General Branch, crossing the former, directed his march so as to tbrm a

junction with the corps of General A. P. Hill. Jackson kept well to

the Pamuukey until he reached the village of Raleigh, when he turned

suddenly to the west and attacked the fortilied Federal position at

Mechanicsville
;
at the same time General Hill with a force of fourteen

thousand joined in the attack, and, after a short but desperate contest,

night settled down upon the scene, both armies holding their position,

but under cover of darkness the Federals withdrew and fell back down
the river to Powhite swamp.

Friday morning dawned clear and bright, and the sun arose to shed

his rays upon such a scene as had not yet been witnessed on this conti-

nent. The way had been cleared at iMcchanicsville, and General Long-
street’s corps d’ armle, compo.-ed of his veteran division of the Old Guard
of the Army of the IVtomac and General H. H. Hill’s command, emerged
from the forest on the south side of the Chickahominy and crossed that

river. A general advance on the part of the Confederates now began :

the conunand of General A. P. Hill in the centre marching in the direc-

tion of Cold Harbor; Generals Longstreet and 1). H. Hill on the right,

proceeding down the Chickahominy, and the veteran Jackson marching
far to the left, but converging toward the river.

The })osition of the Federal army was now a peculiar one: that por-

tion lying south of the river was confionted by the command of General
Magruder, while that on the north side had falhm back to a new line

of defenses, and here i\rcClellan had decided to make' a decisive battle.

Jackson’s ariival at C’old Harbor was announced by the roar of his

guns, whieh was the signal of battle, and in compliance with that signal

the forces of Generals Lee, Longstiaa't, A. P. Hill and 1). H. Hill

were simultaneously engaged. From four o’clock until eight, tin' bat-

tle raged with terrible iiiry, and a woiuha'ful disjJay of daring and in-

trepidity on the t>arl of the Confedc'rates. At last the l^Tnlerals gave
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way, and night covered the retreat of their broken and shattered lines

to the soutli bank of the Chickahominy.
A memorable part of the day’s lighting was that known as the

BATTLE OF CiAINES MILLS,

And the repeated charges made here deserve to rank with the most glo- I

rioiis deeds of the war. The corps of General A, P. Hill had made the ^

first charge upon the Federal intrenchments at this place, and a terri- 1

ble struggle had continued throughout the day, neither side seeming to !

have the advantage—the Federals hohiing their position, but powerless
|

to keep at bay the Confederates, whose dauntless successive charges were
;

ineffectual to carry the works. An eye-witness says that Hill’s division
i

made repeated cliarges, but were as often driven back by the murderous
;

sheet of fire from the formidal)le works. Twenty-six pieces of artillery !

were belching forth their thunders, and a perfect leaden hail-st()rm fell
|

thick and fast around them. In front stood earth-works stretching for =

miles away; and drawn up in line of battle were three full divisions, com-
j

manded by Generals McCall, Porter and Sedgwick. Banno-s every- !

where filled the air; artillery vomited forth incessant volleys of grape,
\

canister and shell, and the angel of death hovered over the field amid
\

the sulphurous atmosphere of battle. But at last as tlie sun was descend-
j

ing beliind the western hills Pickett’s brigade, from lamgstreet’s division,
|

came to Hill’s support. Then came Whiting’s division, consisting of the 1

“ Old Third” and the Texan brigades; they advanced at a doul)le <|uick,
j

charged the batteries, and drove the Federals from the intrenchments
j

which they had defended with such obstinacy tlirougliout the day. Be-
j

longing to the last mentioned brigade was the 4tli Texas regiment com-
|

manded 1)V a gallant Virginian, Colonel Bradfute Warwick; this was
|

his last cliarge; just as the works were carried his breast was })ierced by
|

a minie-ball, and he fell to rise no more. Thus ended the second of
j

the terrible Seven Days. Skirmishing was kept up during Saturday,
]

and on Sunday the 29th was fought the

|

BATTLE OF SAVAGES STATION.

|

On the morning of this, the fourth day, a considerable body of the

Federals were discovered occupying a strong natural ])Osition at the I

place named, on the York Kiver Railroad. Tlie division of General \

McLaws, consisting of Kershaw’s iind Semmes’ brigades, supported by

General Grifiith's brigade, from IMagruder’s division, made the attack at

one o’clock, and were received by a furious cannonade from a park of

field pieces. Kem})er’s battery was ordered to the front, and after a

splendid artillery duel which fairly shook the surrounding country, the
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Federals were once more forced to retreat. Early in the action General

Gritlilh, a brave and meritorious oflicer from Mississippi, was sti’uck by

a fragment of a shell and instantly kille<l. He was the only general

olHcer lost by the Confederates during that sanguinary week. The gal-

lant 10th Georgia led the charge, and its depleted ranks told but too

well of the raking tire to which it had been exposed.

THE BATTLE OF FKAYSERS FARM.

Monday was the fifth in the bloody list, and on that day was fought

the battle known as Fraysers Farm. At daybreak the whole Confed-

erate army was moving in pursuit of IMcClellaifs retreating regiments.

D. n. Hill, Whiling, and Fwell, uiuler the commar'd of Jack.-on, })a'sed

the Chickahominy at Grapevine Fridge, and marched ahmg the Will-

iamsburg road; while Longstreet, xV. P. Hill, Huger and IMagruder fol-

lowed by the way of the Charles City road, with tlie design of intercept-

ing the retreating columns. This dis})osition ttf il.ie troo})s soon bi-ougiit

General Longstreet’s division in front of the Federals. He was sup-

ported by Hills division, consisting of six brigades. Wdien he came up
with the Fedo’als, he found that they had taken position al)out five

miles north-east of Darlyvtown, on the New IMarket road, the immediate
vicinity being locally known as Fraysers Farm. The attack was at once
brought on by the division of General Hill, and f)r three dreadful

hours it is doubtful if on any one of the bloody fields of Virginia more
heroic bravery was ever witnessed than was disjilaycd Ity both armies.

The roar of artillery and the rattle of musketry rG.sounded far and wide,

the air was filled with the missiles of death, and every spot presented a

sight of ghastly destruction and horror. The dead and wounded were
strewn thickly u})on the field. But at last, above the roar and din of

battle, came the orders along the Federal lines to retreat. No order was
over obeyed with more alacrity upon any field. In three minutes the

shattered ranks were once more in full retreat, and the Confederate
forces occupied the field and rested for the day. The sixth day, Tues-
day, was to become memorable because of the terrible

IJATTLE OF MALVERN HILL.

Early Tuesday morning, the sixth day in the awful series, IMcClcl-

lan’s forces continued their retreat in a south-western direction tmvard
his gunl)oats in the Janu's. No sot)iier was the movement discoverefi

tlian the Confederates began the pursuit. General i\lagrud<'r was or-

dered to march by tlu' (Quaker road, and take position on the right of

Jackson, but owing to a misunderslanding as to which was this roafi.

the wrong route was taken, and, by the necessary change. Ids troops

wei‘e formed on the richt wing of Huger instead of that of Jackson, a.'

at first designed.
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

Tlie Federal eommaiider havine; learned from the i-apid mareli of the

Confederates that he must ii<rht aLUiin before he could reach the naval

force lying in Turkey Island bend (T* the James, took positi(m on an
eminence known as Malvern Hill, upon the summit and declivities of

which he placed iii position his batteries, supported by strong Columns
of infantry. Geiieral Magruder advanced to the attack, shelling th.e

woods and swamps as he proceeded, and at 5 o’clock p. m., when he had
reached a point sufhciently near, he gave the order to charge and drive

the Federals from their ]iosition. The order was received with a shout,

and instantly the entire command were crossing the plain which lay at

the base of the hill at a full run. But now, had that hill b,'en torn

asunder by some mighty volcanic force, the dee]> intonations could

scarce have been greater. One hundi-ed ]neces of artillery o])ened a

simultaneous lii’c and belched forth a murderous storm of grajK' and
canister which swe])t the charging columns with the most terril)le etiect.

Olficers and men fell by the hundred: but yet unwavering, that cliarging

column i-usIkmI on until two-thirds of the distance across the held had

been passed. But wholesah* carnage now ])revailed on every hand. No
body of men could stand before so withering a fire, and tlie column
gave way and took refnge in the woods near by. Twice again those

charging S(|uadrous jn-esented a living wall to that deadly fire, and twice

again were they forced back. Around that hill was a steady fiame,

and at sunset it quivered with the terrific concussion of artillery and
huge explosions. Shells were Hying in every direetion and bursting

into deadly iron hail. Columns of black smoke shot skyward and dark-

ened the air. But the day waned, the battle abated, and l)oth armies

rested on their arms and upon the field, d’hat night a suljdiurous

smoke hung around the summit of IMalvern Hill and settled awav in

dense columns over the valley of the historic James. Soon dark,

ominous clouds covered the sky and the rain descended in torrents,

which washed the blood-stained slopes of the little hill, carrying the

sanguinary tide into the co])ses and woodlands which surrounded the

base below. As twilight began to sti-eak the eastern skv, the Con-
federate otficers arose ready t(^ renew the attack, but, upon turning

their eyes to the hill from which they had been repulsed, they were
filled with inex})ressible astonishment. No enemy was there: the vol-

cano was still, and IMcClellan’s army was already far away on its

KETREAT TO HARRISONS LANDING.

In less tlian two hours after the roar of artillery had died away, the

entire Federal army was stealing away from its enemy, and at midnight
it presented all the confusion of a lieeiiig and routed army

;
and
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ulthoiigh the distance to Harrisons Landing was but seven miles, tlie

rear of that broken and disjfn-ited army did not reach its destination

until noon of tlie next day. Tlie mud was in many places more than

ankle-deep. This prevented the Confederates from bringing up tlieir

artillery, and tliis fact alone, doubtless, saved McClellan’s army from
complete destruction.

On the 8th of July the Confederates returned to Ivichmond, and the

Federals lay at Harrisons J^anding until the 4th of August, v.4i(*n, as

we shall see, it became necessary for them to move again. The terrible

seven days were past and the Peninsular Campaign ended
;
and what

were the results? IMcClellan reached the l)anks of the Chickahojniuy
with 159.500 men, and ten days later, when he reached Hari-isons

Tianding, he telegraphed to the Secretary of War that he presumed he

had not ‘A)ver 50,000 men left with his colors;” l)ut on the 7th of .July,

when I’resident Lincoln visited the camp, he found 80,000 men on the

held, thus showing a loss of 73,500 men in ten days. General Lee, in

his re])ort to the C’onfederate Secretaiy of War, said:

“The siege of llichmond has been raised, ami the object of a cam-
paign, Avhich had been ])rosecuted after months of ]n’e])ai-ation at an
enormous cx])enditure of men and money, is completely frustrated.

More than 10,000 })risoners, including ('flicers of rank, tifty-two ])icces

of artillery, and more than 35,tK)0 stand of small arms were captui’od.

The stores and suj)plies of every description wliich fell into our hands
Avere great in amount and value, but small in comparison Avith those

destroyed by the enemy. His losses in l)attle exceeded our own. as

attested by the thousands of dead and wounded hd't on every liehl,

Avhile his sul>ser|uent inaction shows in Avhat condition the survivoi’s

reached the protection to Avhicdi tliey tied.”

As before mentioned, on the 4th of August i\rcClellan rcceiA’cd orders

from M'ashinglon to remove his army to Acquia creek to aid in n'pd-
ling tlie Confederate mov('ment toward the National Ca])ital. Tlu' bulk
of his army removed to Fortress Monroe, Avhich place it left on the 23d
of August, and reached Acipiia creek the next day.

BATTl.E OF CEOAK IMOUNTAIX.

Xo sooner had the Washington Government learned of the reverse.s

on the Peninsula, than Gema-al Pope Avas sent to Virginia to occupy the

Shenandoah Valley. His advance consisted of two divisions under
command of Geneml Hanks. Genei-al Le(g ever vigilant, sent a strong

force to repel this invasion, and on the (‘vening of the 8th of August a

portion ol‘ General dackson's corjis, consisting of the 1st, 2d and 3d

brigades, commanded by Geiu'ral ('harh's S. ^Vinder, fonled the Ihqii-

dan river ami advajiced into Culpt'per county. The lU'xt morning it

Avas rejiorted that the h\'(h'rals wi're atlvancing to the attack, and
Kwelfs division moved out three mih's on the road leading trom Oiangc
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Court House to Culpeper Court House, Avliere it took position, ^vith tiie

left flank resting on South ^Mountain.

At 12 M. cannonading began
;
at 3 r. M. General Early’s brigade of

Ewell’s division made a circuit tbrougb the woods and attacked the

Federals on the riglit, the 13tb Virginia regiment marching in the

advance. At 4 p. jr. the action became general, and as General Jack-
son’s division, under command of General Winder, was advamdng to

the attack, it was subjected to a galling fire poured forth with great

jmecision from the mountain side. General Winder had his left arm
shattered, and a few minutes later received a wound in the side, trom
which he died in an hour. The battle raged until nightfall and victory

seemed to hang in the balance, but just as the fidi-orbed moon was
lighting u]) the mountain to])s, the Federals gave way and retreated,

leaving their dead and wounded u})on the field.

SECOND P.ATTLE OF MANASSAS.

After the battle of Cedar iMountain, the Federals returned to the

Potomac river, and Jackson took ’position on the already historic }>lains

of jManassas, where, on the 27th of August, 1862, the soil was a

second time bathed in the best blood of the nation. On the morning of

that day. General Taylor’s brigade of iMajor-General f81ocum’s division

of the Army of the Potomac, composed of the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th Xe^v

Jersey regiments, proceeded by rail from Camp Ellsworth, near Alex-

andria, and reached iManassas about 11 o’clock a. m. E])on arriving.

General 'Idiylor marched his men to the summit of the hill above the

valley of Pull Run, when he encountered a skirmish line, which foil

back before him. He continued onward until near the d unction, where
his command was met l)v a heavy entilading fire of artillery. Unable
to withstand it, he fell back and took shelter behind the crest of a

ridge, but from which he was soon driven, and finred to a })recij)itate

flight in the direction of Fairfax. The Conlederates followed in hot

j)ursuit, which was ke])t up until the fugitive army was beyond Centre-

ville. General Taylor him>elf, his son, of his staff, and his nephew,
were all severely wounded. Thus emh d the second battle of iManassas

—not on such a gigantic scale, but in as complete a rout as the first.

GENERAL LOKING IN TIIE KANAAVHA VALLEAL

It was now September, and the Federal army had been driven com-
pletely out of Virginia. General Loring was sent to the Kanawha Val-

ley to take ])ossession of that great .ralt-])roducing region. On the lOth

lie reached Fayette Court House, where he found the Federals posted in



ay.K !-.\vaO'AV<

v„ yi.H'i ti '.lodvf /j-.iioll Jiii'i’.)
ot -'‘‘"'[i

, . . I 1 !/ •! r. It* 'JtiihlJtlOtllllJ’J ^ ^'**
L

.,rh «i ittniiw.ui J'l'ii'XJi-’' /
,i,

L- j/* ,.rti»r/I,n

unnilA dH bull \n^}
„.,.ri ik *»•

V’.f.j->r/ rmr;
^

'

j
.i .,.*j*. .: o)

.;„, ,i....i» i.-~-«"i •”'| •"
"'S'”?,;

’:'
; U ,

.... H..ii.iaii

, i.™ ..... ,£.... i”. i..ai. .i-i'V''"*'

HO <i^ow

,2 .. !?....;.*
'*"

•'“"r”'i'„;;;'.3.;£ «.»i

, ii.,„ .„!i ,ay.i ;'-'''A''^.,'v'‘';h.

•,o.„u.n..<0 *,..U nO .»..««« y«n ta f.oo 'l
’ t‘!.;^,,,y .vr.bJ.mi)

""‘y
';iii''i!lM*’'fl

. ntTirti: luvr.^' -V. ./. i£ ><»! >0 i-
.

. . t -.,i[*ti*T (('lOdoO

all: ,vo<ro Hill
m*...,

^ j
.,,<11,,,

{!*ii il'jiii« ,'M'ii .KmrtiAvii
‘’''''i*’'"’'’'’ ^mii m/. **11 mitt •n<.1o.r‘-*l‘»i»I

.,.,.„i« ,,i,,i.*,mn[.*./H'«i'Ml limn ^.R».i..l«mnm 11 m
;_,

.•n..Ulnn;l ..iH yuInihUi*.
X;';;-'''!/';!

i^';"
o*

It) wi*)*,'.‘'l
Tn/ i"‘'ViV(n ’Si!

,„..,I,,.,„ v,i,i |,„„ ;I1,).>. >.ni *. r-''‘
,| , *,r ii«

to 0 I.I. 11 I l.noy« .)ill
''

^

“ ,bua ,.o lou-

' .-rajyi.v « nvi/.yA>i aiir zi nv.i:io.i .lAsiazaa

i;.,.,-,w,.,.,;?i,;.;i ....... 1.-.!?^^

,.. .loY .. 1 ) <>! T" , , 'ti
a-lM »> T.

g£2>SLiSfaCWS^ ™.J »*.<*«

{>' : •



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.37 G

considerable force. An attack was at once made, and after an emzaire-

inent lastino; six hours, the place was captured, the Federals falliinr

back to Cotton Hill, where they made a stand; but after a few hours’

fighting the next day, they were driven again, and this time continued

their retreat to Charleston, the county-seat of Kana^vha. Genend
Goring followed on down the Kanawha river, and two days later occu-

pied Charleston, from which the Federals had lied after tiring it. xVt

Point Pleasant they were largely reinforced, and marching i>ack to

Charleston, comjielled General Loring, whose force.s.were greatly inferior,

io evacuate the town and fall back to Staunton, in Augusta county.

GENERAL LEE IN MARYLAND.

The progress of events, now, for the first time during the struggle,

leads us to a new theater of war within the recognized dominion of the

Federal Government.
On the 4th of September General Lee took the offensive, and leaving

on his riglit Arlington Ileiglits, whither the shattered forces of General
Pope had been driven from the valley, crossed the Potomac river and
entered Maryland. Two objects were in view; the first, the ca])ture of

Harpers Ferry; and the second, to test the spirit of the IMaryianders,

and thus learn whether their proffered aid in support of the Confederacy
could be relied upon. Attention was diverted from this expedition by
a demonstration upon Pennsylvania, which so alarmed its governor.

Curtin, that he called out the entire available force of the State, and
made every preparation for defense. During the consequent excitement
which prevailed throughout the Northern States, General Lee was in

reality directing his movements against Virginia, and for the more
-effectual accomplishment of his purpose, divided his force into three

corps, commanded respectively by Generals Jackson, Longstreet and
Hill. The first recrossed the IGtomac at \Villiams}iort, and having oc-

eupied iMartinsburg, jiassed rapidly to the south of Harpers Ferry, the

object being the capture of the arms and stores there. In the mean-
while the commands of Hill and Longstreet were stationed to cover the

movements of Jackson, and thus hold at bay the forces of IMcClellan,

which were marching to the relief of Harpers Ferry, then held by
a force of ten or twelve thousand men under General Miles. General
Lee, foreseeing that the design of the Federal officers was to attack and
defeat the Gonfedc'rates in detail bclbre their forces could be reunited, to

frustrate this expectation, sent the division of General D. II. Hill to take

a position at the mountain ])ost known as Booncsboro Gap. Here, on
the 14th of September, was fought the
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Of Colonel Wili.iam Byiid, of “ Westover,” James
River, who fountled Richmond in 1737.
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BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN.

At 8 A. M. of that day, General Cox’s division, of Reno’s corps,

moved up the country road leading toward the summit, which in the

meantime had been oecu])ied by General Hill, and the conllict at once

began. The brigade of General Garland, of Virginia, received the first

fire, audits brave commander fell, fatally pierced by a musket l»all, and
very nearly at the same moment General Reno, a distinguished Federal

officer, was mortally wounded, dying upon the held. The battle contin-

ued to rage with unabated fury, and reinforcements to arrive and engage
at once in the deadly fray. That morning the corps of fJcneral Long-
street was lying at Hagerstown, distant fourteen miles from the scene of

action. Hurrying forwanl with all speed, it reached and joined tlie

wearied ranks of Hill at 3 p. m,, and an hour later the brigades were in

])Osition, and that of General Toombs engaged. Evans occupied the ex-

treme left, Drayton the right, and Hood, with the “ ragged Texans,"
the center. At the same hour the Federals received powerful rein-

forcements. Hooker’s cor])s of Burnside’s column moved to the right,

Meade’s division to the left, and Rickett’s to the center. The hrst was
supported by Patrick, the second bv Doubleday, and the third lyv

Phelps. It was a living human wall against which no force could }>re-

vail, and at dark the Confederates withdrew from the field, but they

had accomplished their oliject—they had held the entire army of

McClellan, outnumbering them five to one, back, while GeueralJacksoii
succeeded in the

CAPTURE OF HARPERS FERRY.

At midnight on the 14th, Jackson massed his batteries on the heights

overlooking Harpers Ferry, and at daylight on the morning of the loth

opened a fire which fairly shook the surrounding mountains. Just at

sunrise General INIiles, the Federal commander, was struck by a shell

and his left leg carried away. At twenty minutes }>ast seven the white

flag was waving over the Federal position, and a few minutes later INIilcs

surrendered 11,583 men, 73 pieces of artillery, 13,000 small arms, 250
wagons, and an immense quantity of su})])lies. But Jackson did not

wait to receive the surrender; leaving that to Hill, he hurried across the

Potomac into ^Maryland to join Lee, and assist him at the

BATTLE OF ANTIETAM, OR SlIARPSBURG,

Which was fought two days later, on the 17th. Sharpsburg is ten

miles north of Harpers Ferry, and eight west of Boonesboro. on the

bank of Antietam creek, a sluggish stream (unptying into the Potomac
eight miles above Har})crs Ferry. Ib're, on tlic morning of tlu' 17lb.

General Lee lay with a force of 45,000 men. The Federals were com-
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miindccl by McClelljin in person, and consisted of the entire command of

fiurnside, iNicDowell’s corj)s, now iiirder the command ofHooker
;
Sum-

ner’s cor])s, Franklin’s cor})s, Ikinks’ corps, commanded by AVilliams,

and Sykes’ diyision of Fitz John Porter’s C(wps.

Lee looked aTixiously t'or the arrival of the diyisions of ]\[cLaws, R.
H. Anderson, A. P. Hill and Walker, but they did not come up until

late in the day. At dawn the work of carn.'me betran, and continued
for twelye hours; 2()0,0()0 nien struairled for the mastery. Blood flowed
in streams, and the field was strewn far and wide with the dead and
dying; the deathly grapple was yet indecisiye, and at sunset when the

worn armies desisted from strife one of the best examples of a drawn
battle which history rcconls was presented. Both armies rested upon
the held that night, and when on the next morning the Confederates
fell back across the Potomac to Shei Jierdstown, Virginia, IMcClellan’s

army was too much demoralized to follow.

The Federal fm-ce actually engaged numbered 87,164, of which 4,320
were cavalry; their loss was 2,010 killed, 9,416 wounded, and 1,043
missing—a total of 12,4t)9, The Confederates had during the day
70,000 men engaged, and left upon the held 3,000 dead, and 2,000 se-

verely wounded. Of the killed on both sides many rotted in the sun,

and, long after, their bones were bleaching on the mountain sides and in

the valley of the little stream.

FROM THE rOTOMAC TO FREDErvICKSBUEG.

For many days after the battle of Antietam the Federal army exhib-

ited a “masterly inactivity.” The ever-vigilant Lee was being rein-

forced, and was rapidly remol)ilizing his army and getting ready for his

adversary, when he should once more invade the soil of Virginia.

McClellan’s force on the 1st of October numbered 150,000 men, and on
the 6th Halleck telegraphed him, saying: “The President directs that

you cross the Potomac and give battle to the enemy or drive him J^outh.

Your army^ mu.^t move while the roads are good.” But two weeks
passed away, and still no advance was made. Halleck once more tel-

cgra])hed him: “The President does not expect inputssihilities, but this

good weather must not be wasted in inactivity.” Xovember 1st tliC

entire force once more ci'ossed the Potomac and entered Adrginia. It

moved leisurely south along the eastern base of the Blue Bidae, while

Lee kept up a jairallel movement on the west side'. On the7tli a heavy
snow’ storm set in. Lverylhing lu'tokened the beginning of winter.

“Patience ceased to be a virtue” with the authorities at ^Vashington,

and that night at 12 o’clock Lincoln ordered iMcClellan to tuiai over

the command of the aiany to Geiu'ral Burnside. The new (‘ommander
<letermined to advance at once to Fredc'ricksbiii’g, masking his iniiaition
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by a feint towards Gordonsville. Lee rea<lily inter})reted his aeiioii,

and while Burnside marched alone: the north hank of the Kappahan-
nock to Falmouth, he continue<l down the south hank and took po<i-

tion at Frederickshure:. Here he destroyed the hridi^es, ajul prt‘vented

the crossing of Burnside until he had time to surround himself with forti-

lications.

Fredericksburg lay midway between the contending armies, audit was
evident that its destruction was sealed whenever either army should

enter it.

THE BATTLE OF FltEDEKICKSBURG.

On the morning of the 10th of December Burnside’s pontoon l)ridges

arrived from Washington, and on the next day an eiiort was made to

cross the river in front of the town, hut the tire from tlie C<mthdcrate

sharpshooters was })ersistent and directed with such unerring ])rcci.'ion

that the })lace was abandoned; hut on tlu; iLhh the Fcdcrals succeeded
in crossing three miles further down the river, Lee was awaiting the

advance with 80,000 men lying behind the fortitications. “Stonewall”
Jackson commanded on the right, and Longstreet on the left. Of the

Federal force, Franklin was on the lei't. Hooker in tiie center, and
Sumner on the right. The battle began at 11 o’clock a. m. : the fir.'rt

attack was made on the position of General Jackson by .Meade with a

brigade belonging to Franklin’s grand division. It went into the charge
with 4,500 men, and Avas instantly hurled back, leaving on the lield

1,760 dead and wounded. The battle raged until nightfall, when
Burnside having been repulsed at every })oint of attack was forced to

recross the river, and on the next morning to abandon his j)osition and
fall back to Falmouth. His loss was 1 3,711, while that of the Confed-
erates was only 5,300. The year 1862 closed, and left the two armies

lying as at the close of the battle. Here they went into winter-quar-

ters, and Burnside having proven himself no more satisfactory to the

Washington Government than ids predecessor, was soon after super-

seded in the command by .Major-Cieneral Hooker, Avho gloried in the

sobriquet of “Fighting Joe.”

THE ARMY OF NORTH-WESTIORN VIRGINIA AT THE CLOSE OF THE
SECOND year’s AVAR.

As the year closed, it Avas asserted both in the North and South that

General Lee’s army Avas rapidly dwindling aAvay from desertion. Tins

elicited a reply from the Commandcr-in-Chief, in Avhich he likened the

sutrerings of that army to those of the French in tiieir n'treat from Mos-
COAV, and closed Avith tlu' tribute :

“
'fids army cut an.d fought its Avay to the

Potomac, crossed that slri'am, mov('d on to Fredi'rick and Hagerstown, had
a heavy engagement at Booncsboro, anotlicrat ('rampton’s Gap, fought the
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greatest pitched battle of the war at Antietam, and then recrossed the

Potomac into Virginia. During all this time, covering tlie full S))ace

of a month, the troops rested but four days. And let it l)e always re-

membered to their honor that of the men who performed this wjonder-

ful feat, one-fifth were barefooted, one-half in rags, and the whole lialf-

famislied. ^ Their dithculties were increased by the fact that

cooking utensils in many cases had been left behind, as well as every-

thing else that would impede their movements. It was not unusual to

see a company of starving men have a barrel of flour distributed to

them which it was utterly impossible for them to convert into bread

with the means and in the time allowed them.

“Do you wonder, then, that there should have been stragglers from
the army? That brave and true men should have fallen out from sheei

exhaustion, or in their efforts to obtain a mouthful to eat along the road-

sides? Or that many seasoned veterans—the coiKjuerors in the \hilley,

at Richmond and at iNIanassas—should have succumbed to disease, and
been forced back to the hosj)ital? * That there has been un-

necessary straggling is readily admitted, but in a large majority of cases

the men have only to point to their bleeding feet, tattered garments, and
gaunt frames for an answer to the unjust cliarge. Ao army on this con-

tinent has ever accomplished as much or suffered as much as the Army
of Northern Virginia within the last three months. At no })eriod during
the first Revolutionary war, not even at Valley Forge, did our fire-

fathers in arms encounter greater hardships or endure them more un-

complainingly.”

HOOKER HALTS ON THE BANKS OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

General Hooker took command of the army, but no advance was
made

;
the condition of the army and the long winter were his excuses,

but spring opened and but one engagement broke the long silence of the

lines along the banks of the Rappahannock.
That was on the 17th of iMarch, when a Federal force of 3,000 cro.^sed

the river at Kelley’s Ford and advanced to within six miles of Culpeper
Court House, when they were engaged by the brigade of General Fitz-

hugh Lee. The engagement continued some iiours, but at last the

Federals were driven from the field after having inflicted a loSvS of one
hundred upon the Confetlerates, among which number was the gallant

Pelham, of Alabama, the “boy Major.” lie was but twenty-two years

of age, and had participated in all the battles of Virginiti. llis remains
were taken to Richmond, where for awhile they lay in state in the

Capitol, where they were covered witli floral tributes.
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THE BATTLES OF THE RAPPAIIAXyOCK’, CHANCELLORSVILLE AND FRED-
ERICKSBURG.

It was BOW tlie month of April, and Hooker, the successor of Burn-
side, busied himself with the reorganization of his powerful army. Its

grand divisions Avere substituted by seven corps: the 1st (Reynolds'^

2d (Couch), 3d (Sickles), 5th (INIeade), 6th (Sedgwick), 11th (How-
ard), and 12th (Slocum). His forces numbered 120,000 infantry and
artillery, 13,000 cavalry, and 400 pieces of artillery. Confronting him
on tlie south side of the river lay the Army of Northern Virginia,

62.000 strong. It consisted of Jackson’s corps in four divisions, com-
manded respectiA^ely by A, P. Hill, Rodes, Colston tind Early; two
divisions of Longstreet’s corps, those of Anderson and iMcLaws

;
Long-

street himself, with the remainder of his command, having been sent to

the south side of James river. Of Lee’s force, the cavalry numl)cred

3.000 men.
The 27th of April at length arrived, and it seemed that the “ grand

hesitation” Avas at an end, for Hooker on that day ordered a general

adAmnce. With a AueAv of concealing his real intention he sent Sedg-

Avick, 30,000 strong, to make a feint of crossing the river at Burnside's

Ford, three miles below Fredericksburg, AA'hile he Avas to move secretly

and rapidly to the right of his column, and, crossing botli the Rappa-
hannock and Rapidan above their continence, take a ])()sition near

Chancellorsville. Tliis town, consisting of a hotel and several private

residences, is situated on the road leading from Orange Court House to

Fredericksburg, and is eleven miles north-Avest of the latter. Here the

roads leading from German Mills and Ely’s, United States and Banks’
Fords, intersect.

The battle-plan of Hooker Avas not a simple one, but a combined o[)er-

ation consisting of three parts: first, his OAvn movement and flank

attack of Lee; second, SedgAvick’s attack upon Fredericksburg
;
and

third, Stoneman’s cavalry movement to the rear of the Confederate
position.

Lee Avas not sIoav to divine the designs of his enemy, and at once set

about disposing of his little army to the best advantage foi- i-epelling

the shock of battle Avhich he uoav knew Avas at hand. Geiu'ral Barks-

dale’s brigade and General Early’s division were left to face Stalcwick’s

adAUince upon Eredc'ricksburg, and Lee Avilh his entire remaining avail-

able force began the march to Chancellorsville, Avhere by throAvinu the

bulk of his army in front of Hooker, he expected to cluu'k his advance.

On .Saturday, May 2d, the town Avas reached, and .lackson in the

front began tlie Avork assigned him in tlu* mighty contest. Ik)r two

hours his division passed in revicAv of .Sickles’ position on the hd't. 4'he

23d Georgia regiment Avas guarding the flank of his train, and up"n
this regiment was jioured the first fire. Sickles ordered (Jeneral Birney

to open tire and then charge the })assing train; the order Avas executed
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FOLEY’S STATUE OF “STONEWALL” JACKSON.

in Iho ('ii|iitol (iiKiniils, Kirlnnoinl.

I'lie Inseripl reads: “ I’resented dy Knylisli yeiUleineii as a tridute <ii admirutiuii f"r the
]

soldier aiul patriot, THOMAS .1. .)AC'KS(>N, and eratrinlly aeeepied by ^ iiyinia, in the
|

name of tlieSoutliem projile. I'ono A. 1». is::). In lln> 1 1 uiulredth \rarof the '

Commonwealth." " l.ook! there is Jackson, standinit like a Sttme N\ all.
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3S4 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

and the greater part of the Georgia regiment were made prisoners. Bui
Jackson’s division was already tar to the I’iglit and in position; at 5 P. m.

the attack was made upon Howard’s division, which broke and ran at

the first lire. Sickles was preparing to renew Birney’s attack with greater

force, and for that purpose had just ordered U}) Pleasanton’s cavalry,

1,000 strong, when the movement was changed to check the ptinic-

stricken lines from Howard’s right. The action now became general,

and the Confederates charged from all points. The 8th Pennsylvania
attempted to check the advance of Jackson’s column and was entirely

overwhelmed. It was the same old story. The Grand Army of the

Potomac, in three hours from the first fire, was falling back before the

charging columns of that army thrice its victors.

In the meantime Sedgwick with a force of two to one had succeeded

in driving Barksdale and Early from their position at Ert-dericksliurg,

and they were now slowly falling back to join the main forces at Chan-
cellorsville. Sedgwick was in pursuit, and intelligence of his ap))ruach

reached Lee just as he was making preparations for a final attack upon
Hooker. Something must be done to stay the unex})ccted force in his

rear, and he accordingly disjjatched four brigades under IMcLaws and

Anderson to reinforce Barksdale and Early, and check Sedgwick. They
encountered his advance near Salem Church, but it was now night an<l

darkness put an end to the conflict, both parties retaining their ground.

This movement did not prevent Lee from keeping a furious cannonade
on Hooker’s front.

On the next morning, IMonday, IMay 4th, Sedgwick sent a messenger

to Hooker informing him of his beleaguered condition and asking sup

port from the main army. Hooker re{)lied that no aid could be given.

Thereupon Sedgwick fell back rapidly to Banks’ Ford, and under a

heavy lire from his victorious pui’suers succeeded in crossing the river,

but leaving 5,000 dead behind him—one-third as many as the com-
mands of Barksdale and Early numbered.
Lee had not given Hooker a moment’s rest, and on Tuesday night,

having placed straw and brush upon the bridge to ])revcnt a noise, the

whole Federal army escaped under cover of the darkness to the other

side, and on Wednesday morning when the Coufedei’ates moved 1‘orward

to the attack, no enemy 'vas to be seen. Thus ended the l)attles on the

Kappahannock, in which Hooker lost 17,197 men, of whom 5,000 were

unwounded ]:>risoners. He had also lost thirteen cannon and ‘20,000

stand of small arms. Lee’s loss was lo,(»00, of whom 1,581 were

killed, 8,700 were wounded, and nearly 8,000 prisoners. Among the

killed was the lamented ‘-StonewaH” Jackson—a sketch of whose
life will 1)0 found in A’^olume I of Virginia and Virginians.
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VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS. 3S5

THE INVASION OF PENNSYLVANIA.

For a month after the l)attle of Chancellorsville, the tvo armies lay

confronting each other with only tlie river between them. During the

time, Hooker’s force had been somewhat I'ednced by the discharge of

several regiments whose term of service had expired, while that of Lee
had been augmented i)v the arrival of seveial regiments of .North Caro-

lina troops. His army too had been thorongldy re-organized, and the

question of Jackson’s successor settled to the satisfaction of the country.

The Presiderit, some time in i\lay, commissioned both Hajor-Generals

R. S. Ewell and A. P. Hill as LientenantJienerals in the army of

Northern Virginia. To the command of each thi-ee divisions were as-

signed, to complete which xVndersoii’s di\ision was taken fi'om Long-
street’s corps, and that of A. P. Hill ]-educed to two brigades, and the

command given to iMajor-Gencral AV. D. Pender; to tlicse was added the

brigade of Pettigrew and another from North Carolina, forming a corps,

the command of which was given to .Major-General Ilcth.

General Lee had for some time entertained a plan for the invasion of

the Northern States, being determined that if he could not bring on an-

other engagement in Virginia, by an invasion to induce the withdrawal
of the Federal forces from her soil.

On the 3d of June, the preparations being complete, IMcLaws’ divis-

ion of Longstreet’s corps began its march from Fredericksl»urg toward
Culpeper Court House, and the satne evening Hood’s division, which had
been lying near the mouth of the Rapidaii, followed on to the same
place. By the 8th, the entire army was in motion, with the rear resting

at Culpeper. On the 9th, a large force of Federal cavalry and infantry

crossed the Rappahannock at Beverly’s and Kelley’s fords, and attacked

General Stuart. The engagement continued throughout the afternoon,

and resulted in the retreat of the Federals beyond the river, leaving be-

hind them four hundred jtrisoners and three pieces of artillery. This

engagement is known to Northern writers as the battle of Brandy Sta-

tion. The principal fighting on the Confederate side was done by the

11th Virginia cavalry, under command of Colonel Lomax.

CAPTURE OF tVINCHESTER.

In the meantime. General Jenkins, commanding a brigade of cavalry,

was ordered forward toward Winchester, and at the ,^amo time General
Imboden was directed to make a demonstration toward Bomnev, for the

purpose of covering the movement of Genc'ral Jenkins against Winches-
ter, and further to jn’cvcnt the Fc'derals at that place from being re-

inforced by troops lying ahmg the line of the Baltimore A Ohio railroad.

General Milroy, the Fcd(‘ral commander at Winchester, had a force

of 7,000 men. He was either unaware of, or misinformed regarding the

force moving against him, and thereibre held his position loo long. On
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3SG VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

the 13tli, General Rocles drove in a force which was lying at Berryville,

and at 5 p. m. on the 14th, General Early was within cannon range of

IMilroy’s position, which it was his purpose to assault
;
he at once began

preparations for the attack. Twenty pieces of artillery wpre placed in

})Osition and opened fire, and at the same time Hays’ Louisiana brigade

charged the works, which in a few minutes yielded before the charging

columns, and IMilroy was defeated and driven from Winchester, with a

loss, according to Ids own account, of 4,000 men, 29 guns, 277 wagons,

and 400 horses. Of the fugitives a part escaped to Harpers Ferry,

and the remainder into Pennsylvania. General Kodes, having driven the

Federals from Berryville, marched to Martinsburg, Avhere he arrived

on the 14th, and captured 700 prisoners, 5 pieces of artillery, and a con-

siderable quantity of stores.

THE MARCH INTO PENNSYLVANIA CONTINUED.

These operations had cleared the valley of the Federal forces, those

at Harpers Ferry having withdrawn to l\Iarvland Heights; and now the

great movement of the war, prefaced by this brilliant introduction, was
fairly begun.

Ewell’s corps was the first to cross the Potomac. On the 24th it was
followed by that of General A. P. Hill, which crossed at She])herdstown.

General Longstreet’s corps had previously reached the i\Iaryla!id shore

by the Williamsport ford. The latter was composed of the divisions of

Mcljaws, Pickett, and Hood, while the corps of Hill consisted of those

of Pender, Heth, and Anderson, and that of Ewell of the divisions of

Bodes, Early, and Johnson. The several columns re-united at Hagers-
town, from which place the entire army crossed into Pennsylvania,
and on the evening of the 27th encamped near Chaml)ersburg.

Throughout the North this movoinent produced the wildest excite-

ment. The ])ublic records were removed from Harrisburg, and New
York and Philadelphia prepared to receive the daring invaders.

On the 15th of June, President Lincoln issued a proclamation calling

for 120,000 militia, of which Pennsylvania was to furnish 50,000, Ohio

30,000, ^Maryland 10,000, West Virginia 10,000, and New York 20,OO0.

In addition. Governor Andrews tendered the entire military strength

of Massachusetts in the terrible crisis.

But it was not the rapidly forming battalions of raw militia tliat

claimed the attention of the daring invader. General Lee. He was
watching with the gravest interest the movements of that mighty army,
a third greater than his own, whi(di he had left on the banks of the

Kappahannock, and which along the lAtomac had for three years been

drilled in the science of war.



I ; ii'i .K /i i> 3 <‘

;r- .).ij :;,?M<.?j:'{ 3 ;‘i;.*'iq,

,' 1
I

; . . J'.'-./' t

'3 ‘

'

,i.q

i'na

.- *\{i;! D0

yiJ'A'/'j AiV^A’7 ' I
("y :vi OTA't :A;rr

, 1 ,
iv!;' .

:-;a:

; ,
f ' 1

' '

.; 1

'

it'- .V'J'i'

» ir'' u;

finiflv/ ,i'iis -*'A

,

'mflT

, ,

"'.• ,M. /7 v)n! jAroq
'

'

,,:i:j.ui vJ-n'Vl-

,p! < ;- - :'’i''jV/M

,„;,p ,d i /.'/oliol

[7
..A Sv.;i

iu 1-v- i'

.V inli ‘1 '
0(h ‘

..?!; q.. lA/:' .:

an.^ 4 •sKOf! I»v [li.i

-X;
! ' v;

'f

T i'rrBi'T'rO

uvr '.’I

1

i>/}hUvf oiir iv'vA.il*'

H

-i.i -‘vn

3
,-/ ,bo;yH i)i 5 K

,;., Vq,n A bni, jAyII '

; ;;

T A, i/it''; qAi''i;Xi

A ;
, it

'.'7:4
‘

'
r.-':-'

,

,-
'

'
‘

y q,i , 7 ;* 7 ilj U ' b«A

•lo'i

nvn: i'-'-;'";; s.m >i-.y

t”",;;:: :;;;;i,";;iA.v „„« -»«.•> 7^7* s:-;;.
•«niilit.i '/<iin ;. .Ill b.>r)li«-;.i '

,,..J, u,...,:U 't,)

,,nq

7 YinlHAit 'y^ih'i

! /'.Aiiisil yfii'f ^

liij ir.'J - i.i "i

'Ai:vHiA’X 7 qaiiiH'

;•// .;M .0 : 1.1 ijiViH-tO /loA.cv;’! qtu-'

(Ij 'to BiluJid ‘>Al n

';liiiqj.ii o!l 5 .0115 -.iO// u b)a
^

A. .,11 lo ni'At;rj,t)i^ qili

tti.fi 4 >’fVjVr nil ihrff 11

aAIy ,nv/o Ail tniiA r.Aroi-

s,Silo 1 f; 7^

i)'i!fl>

3 iO ^iuum -MiJ '
- ;- j. -nmiill hi!K rA>uUilJ:(y

[><]..

oiiiiiolo
.. ^ O0ff/n>. od) ni b'dlnb



VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.
OOT

Hooker lingered for a short tiiiic on the shore of Virginia, iinahle

to determine whether Lee’s advance was an invasion of the Northern
States or a movement on Washington. Believing it to be the latter, he,

on the 13th of June, put his army in motion northward, so as do cover

the National Capital, marching along the east side of the Blue Bidge,
while the Confederates moved along the west side. He reached the

Potomac, and crossing at Edwards’ Ferry, nx'ived on to Frederick City.

There he yielded to the pressure of public opinion at the North and re-

signed the command of the army, which was at once given to (-rcneral

Meade. That officer made only such changes as were imperatively nec-

essary. Sykes took the 5th corps, which had been ^leade’s
;
Hancock

the 2d, in place of f’ouch, wlio had been assigned to the department of

the Susquehanna
;
Bevnolds retained the 1st, Sickles the 3d, Sedgwick

the 6th, Howard the 11th, and Slocum the 12th. The entire cavalry

force was placed under Pleasanton. Thus the two armies wore consti-

tuted on the 27th of June; the Confederate at Chambersburg and the

Federal at Frederick— thirty-five miles apart.

BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG.

General Lee designed an attack u])on Harrisburg, btit on the 29tli,

learning of the northward movement of iMeade, he ordered General
Ewell, then on the road toward the capital, to join the army near Get-
tysburg, aud at the same time he put the entire army in motion f >r the

same dt'stination. The march was slow, and it was 10 a. m. on the

morning of the 1st of July when Ileth's division in the advance reached

the town destined henceforth to enduring distinction in American his-

tory. Meade had taken advantage of Lee’s delay at Chambersburg, and
by rapid marching reaclu'd the place in time for the 11th corps to

engage Ueth’s division on its arrival.

A day pregnant with momentous issue was at hand. The mighty
armies which had ceased to confront each other since leaving the Ihq)-

})ahannock, found themselves face to face at Gettysburg, oil Wediu'S-

day, July 1st.

Buford’s cavalry brought on the attack at a point two miles out on tlie

Chambersburg road, but was soon forced back by the approaching lines

of General Ileth. General Reynolds then attempted to stay the ailvanee,

but he fell mortally wounded in the lii'st tire, and his division in confu

siou fell back to the town. Another giay line was now moving for

ward; it was the corjis of INvell from York and Carli-le. lie had lu'ard

the artillery calling him, and had hastened to the }>oint of attack. I’n-

checkeil, they moved into the town, the Federals, under the command of

Doubledav since the fall of Reynolds, retiring to the hill beyond. This
concluded the lirst dav’s lighting.
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3SS VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS.

Lot iis l>riefly notice the position of tlie two armies on the morning of

the 2d, wliich had tal;en positions during the night of the 1st. Loe's

army was arranged along Seminary Kidge and around to tlie east

Gettysburg in the form of a vast crescent five miles in length, its con-

cavity facing its antagonist. Longstreet was on the right, Hill in the

center, and Ewell on the left. Meade’s forces were all up by daylight except

Sedgwick’s corps, which did not arrive until 2 r. 3i. Slocum was posted

on tlie extreme right; to his left lay the command of \Vackworth
;

tlien

to his left was Howard, and following in order were Hancock, Sickles

and Sykes. The corps of Reynolds was held in reserve.

There lay the forces i;f General Lee—the Army of ksorthern Vir-

ginia—which had met and defeated the army now before it on manv
bloody fields. At IMochanicsville, at IMalvern Hill, at South IMi-uiHain

,

at Antietam, at INFanassas, at Fredericksburg and at Chancellorsville. it

had seen the Army of the Potomac routed and fleeing befoi’e it. But
now a reverse, the most serious of the war, was to be met, but not from
any want of intrepidity or the absence of heroic achievement, for hereon
the field of Gettysburg, though overpowered, it made the grandest stand

in its history.

AVe have not space to follow all the charges and counter-charges, suc-

cesses and reverses, on that historic field. Such carnage had not bef >rc

been witnessed on this continent. Well may historians class it as one of

the fifteen great battles of the world. Some idea of the teirible strug

gle may be formed from its casualties. The Federal loss was 23.21if

of whom 2,834 were killed, 13,733 wounded, and 6,043 missing. That

of the Confederates was 36,000, of whom 5,000 were killeil, 23,U0t>

wounded, and 8,000 missing.

On the 4th, Lee began his march to the Potomac, forty miles distant,

which he reached on the 7th, expecting to cross at Williamsport, but

finding the stream so swollen that pontoons were impracticable, he

moved to Falling AVaters, Avhere on the 13th he passed into \drginia.

The disabled condition of the Federal army may be inferred from the

fact that although Lee lingered on the shores of ^Maryland nine dau'*

after the battle, and within forty miles of his enemy, no second attack

Avas made, nor Avas any pursuit attempted save that of the cavalry which

followed in his rear.

VIRGINIA TROOPS IN THE SERVICE.

Virginia has' ever been ready with her treasure and the lives of her sons

in Ib.e cause ol‘ liberty, and her patriotism and sacrificing spirit was

nobly indicated in the stern demands of our late civil war. In the au-

tumn of 1863 it was reported to the General Assemblv of the State that

she had already furnished 1(>2, 1)1 5 soldiers to the Confederate service:
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that, ill addition, tliirty thousand consoripts had just passed tliroiigh

the camp of instruction, and that up to that time she had furni.^lied

103,840 muskets, 399 })ieces of cannon, and other arms in proportion.

The rolls on tile in the Adjutant and Inspector-Generars office showed
that there were then in active service,

—

Sixty-four regiments of infantry 52,496
Twenty regiments of cavalry 14,175

Two regiments of artillery 1,779

Twenty-eight battalions of cavalry, infantry and artillery , , , . 11,717

Nine battalions of artillery, Army Northern Virginia 4,500
Tv/o hundred and fourteen unattached companies, artillery,

infantry, and cavalry IS,243

Total number of men 102,915

ENGAGEMENT AT CHARLESTOWN.

After General Lee crossed the IGtomac, he proceeded leisurely up the

valley and through the ga])s of the Line INdge until he reached the

Kapidan. General INIeade, marching from Gettysburg, jttissed the Poto-

mac on the 18th, and soon the^ two armies were again confronting

each other in Virginia.

General Imboden was sent with a cavalry force to guard the mountain
gaps on Lee’s left, and in October advanced upon (’harlestown, where a

Federal force from Harpers Ferry had taken position. his arri-

val he found them occupying the court-house, jail, and other contiguous
buildings, all of which were loop-holed for musketry, and the court-

house yard defended by a strong wall of oak timber. He at once

demanded the surrender, but Colonel Simjison, the lAderal commander,
asked an hour’s time for consideration. Imlioden otfered five minutes,
to which Avas replied, “Take me if you can.” The artillery was at once

o])cned at a distance of two hundred yards, and in a few minutes the

Federals were driven into the streets. Hying towards Harpers Ferry.
They had, however, jiroceeded but a short distance b(4bre they
were met by the 18th Virginia cavalry and Gilmore’s battalions,

and forced to surrender. The regiment thus made }>risoners was
the 9th Maryland infantry. Tlu' colonel and a half dozen others, being

mounted, made their escape to Harpers Ferry. General Imboden now
laTurned u}) tlie \billey and sent his ])risoners on to Kichniond. This,

with the exception of the engagements at Kappahannock Ibidge and
Germania Fonl, ended the operations in ^’irginia for the third year.

Pate in the fall the “On to Uiehmond”cry had hemi renewi'd ihi-ough-

"Ut the Forth, but active ojierations were delerred until the sjiring of
1804.
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THE GREATEST CA.AIPAIGX TN AMERICAN HISTORY.

On the morning of the 9th of iNlarch, ISfU, General Grant was com-
missioned Commander-in-C'ldef of the Federal army, which on tlie 1st of

May numbered 662,845 men. Tliis diieftaiii could boast a }>heiiomenal

career. An ex-officer of the United States wlio iiad been cashiered tor

drunkenness, at the opening of the war he was an obscure and im])rovi-

dent tanner at Galena, Illinois. Appointed to the command of a regi-

ment from that State, his promotion had been rapid, and through the

unstinted praise of the Northern press he had been elevated in the fitful

minds of that people into a hero of the first magnitude. It was, conse-

quently, their sanguine exjiectation that the recent disasters to the Federal

arms under iMcOlellan, Burnside and Hooker, would be speedily re-

trieved, and that the victorious Stars and Stripes would soon float alxivc

the doomed dome of the Confederate Ca])itoI. They had forgotten that

the ragged Army of Northern Virginia still lay between them and the

last proud consummation.
Before entering upon the history of this, the most momentous cam-

paign recorded in the annals of the American continent, let us cousidor

for a moment the two armies which were to play the prominent })arts in

the grand drama.
During the winter of 1863-4 they lay confronting each other on the

banks of the Ra})idan — the Federals on the North ami the Confedei’ates

on the South. In April the new commander of the Army of the Poto-

mac re-formed that body into tliree corps, and re-distributed the troops

before composing the 1st and 8d corps. Hancock was ]daced in com-
mand of the 2d; Warren of the 5th and Sedgwick of the 6th. Tho
entire force numl)ered 140,000 men. To o])pose this mighty army was
that of the Army of Northern Virginia, which now had been reduced to

60,000 men. It, too, consisted of three corps, under the command of

Dwell, Hill, and Longstreet, respectively; and at the time of the Federal

advance, that of the first named lay u[)on the banks of the Kapidan, the

second at Orange Court House, and the third at Gordonsville.

The early days of IMay witnessed the beginning of the memorable cam-
paign. On the 4th, orders were given for an advance, and the same day
the Federal army moved southward from Culpeper Court House, and
on the 5th passed the Ivapidan at Ely’s and Germania fords, with

Burnside’s division in the lead, and the

BATTLES OF THE WILDERNESS

At once began. An attempt was made to turn the right flank of Lee’s

army. The divisions of Heth and Wilcox withstood the as-iault during
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the entire day, and succe^^sfully too, as even the Nortliern accounts ad-

mit. No shouts of victory eclioed through the Wihlerness that night.

Late in the evening Hancock’s corps moved forward and took a ])osi-

tion on the left of tiie Federal army. At 5 o’clock the next morning
(the 6th) the second day’s fighting was i)egun by Hill’s and Longstreet’s

corps attacking both flanks of Hancock’s position, which in ashoi t time

were turned and forced back. The fighting now became general and
continued throughout the day, which closed with a charge by one of

Lee’s columns and the ca])ture of General Seymour and a large poriion

of his brigade. Grant’s loss was more than 20,000, of which 5,000 were
pi-isoners. Lee had lost 10,000. This is an appalling aggregate, con-

sideriTig that it was a mere incidental engagement, in which the em|)ioy-

rnent of artillery was preclude<l and strategic .maneuver impracticable.

The Federal General Wadsworth had been killed and (deneral Long-
street was severely wounded. Such were the first two battles of the

Wilderness, the results of which the facts prove to have been in favor

of the Confederates. At the North, however, it was claimed that the

advantage was with the Federal army.

BATTLES OF SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE.

On the 7th, Grant moved slowly toward Spottsylvania Court Hous(‘,

wliere his army arrived late that evening, and on the next day, the dth,

was fought the first in this locally designated series of l)atlles. The
first engagement took })lace between Longstreet’s corps, commanded by
Anderson, and the Federal 5th corps, under AVarrcn, who was sup-

ported by cavalry. The Federals were repulsed with heavy loss.

On the 9th heavy skirmishing was kept up throughout the day, but

there was no general engagement. AVhat may be regarded as the gr(^at

battle took place on Thursday, the 12th, and 1‘or long weary hours it

continued. It was a furious and dead-lock conllict. The ceaseless i-oar

of artillery and rattle of musketry coutinued from early dawn until tlu;

darkness of night j)ut an end to the contest. An intelligent writer, who
was upon the ficdd and an eye-witness of the terribly sublime scene, says :

“It would not be impossible to match the results of any one day’s but-

tle with stories from the wars of the old world
;

l)ut never, we slmuM
thiid^, in the history of man, were live such battles as these com j)ressi'd

into six days.” The loss on either side was 10,000, and neither gained

any advantage.

On the 14th, Grant moved his lines by Ids left flank, taking a position

nearer the Ivichmond A Frederi(dvsburg railroad; and here he oiuh*

more assaulted Ewell’s line, but was easily repulsi'd. It was claimc<l

by the Federals that it was but an elfort to turn Lee’s left ilank and iml

intended iis an attack. On the 19th and the 20th, the two armies moved
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parallel to each other, and on the 21st, Grant’s forces took a position at

Milford Station and Bowling Green, with the Army of Northern Vir-

ginia in his fi’ont toward Bichmond. During the 23d and the 25th, ho
made several futile assaults upon Lee’s lines. He had now but one alter-

native, and that was to move his army around from the N<u-th Anna,,

and beyond the Pamunkey. This he did, and on the 27th his advance,

under Sheridan, occupied Hanovertown on the Pamunkey, 15 miles

north-east of Richmond, but here again the movement was intercepted

by Lee. Grant, now despairing of j-eaching Richmond from that point,

turned away to his right, and on the 1st day of June took up his posi-

tion near Cold Harbor. This was the nearest point to the Capital City

yet reached.

BATTLE OF THE CHICKAHOMINY, OR COLD HARBOR.

Grant once more determined to try the strength of Lee’s lines. On the

morning of the 3d of June, which dawned with a drizzling rain, as

soon as it was light enough to see, the word was given, and the

commands of Barlow and Gibbon, of Hancock’s corps, advanced against

the outer Confederate line, which was held by the division of General
Breckinridge. It was at once forced back, but the reverse was only

momentary, for Milligan’s brigade and the IMaryland battalion immedi-
ately dashed forward and retrieved the lost position, driving rlie Federals

back with frightful loss. ^Vright and Smith both charged sthe lines,

but met with no better fortune than Barlow and Gibbon. oMany of the
best officers of these comm.ands were killed. The Federals were re-

pulsed at every point, and Grant's object—a knowledge of the strength

of Lee’s lines—was attained. The battle lasted but forty minutes, but in

that time the Federal loss was 7,000, while that of the Confederate was
only 3,000.

GRANT ^lOVES TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE JAMES.

Cold Harbor was the last pitched battle of the campaign north of the

James. Grant deciding that the “On to Richmond” route was not

from the direction of the I’otomac, but from the opposite point, accord-

ingly put his army in motion, and after a march of fifty-five miles over

the sandy roads of the Chickahominy, on the 15th reached the bank of

the James at City Point, sixty miles below Richmond, and three days
later his rear guards passed beyond that river. Lee made no resistance

to this movement, but leisurely fell back to Richmond.
The Federal army had be«n ifom the 5th of IMay to the 15th of June

—

forty-five days— in its marching from the Rapidan to the James; and
during that time had fought the battles of the Wilderness, iSjiottsylva-
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Ilia Court House, North Anna, and Cold Harbor. At the time tliat

Grant reached the Janies his official reports show that he had lost 54,551
men, of whom 7,289 were killed, 37,406 wounded, and 9,856 rnissinc.

Lee had lost 32,000 men, of whom 8,500 were prisoners.r He entered

Richmond with 58,000 troops, while Grant crossed the James with

150,000, including those of Butler’s command. Here is presented by
the Virginia Army one among the most remarkable achievements in

the history of wars. For a period of forty-five days that little arm}'

stood face to face with one nearly three times as great, as itself, then

necessitating it to a cautious and circuitous ])rogress, as in the arc of a

circle, radiating fifty miles Ironi Richmond, and finally compelling it to

cross the James sixty miles below its objective point.

HUNTER CAPTURES STAUNTON.

We must now turn away from the theater of war around Richmond
and notice for a moment the operations in the Shenandoah Yiilley. A
part of Grant’s plan was a joint movement up the Shenandoah under
Siegel, and up the Kanawha under Crook, their objective points being

Staunton and Lynchlnirg.

Accordingly, on the 1st of IMay, Siegel moved up the valley with a

force of 10,000 men, but was met on the 15th, at New IMarket, by the

Confederate General Breckinridge and signally routed with the loss of

700 men, 6 pieces of artillery and 1,000 small arms.

Crook was moving easterly from Charleston, on the G)’eat Kanawha,
and on the waters of New river he divided his force, sending Averill

with 2,000 cavalry to destroy the coal mines at Wytheville, while he

advanced further to the north. Averill was met on (he 10th by a cav-

alry force under Morgan and defeated. Crook with a force of 6,000

men moved on toward Dublin Depot, and there repelled an attack, bur

with the loss of 700 killed and wounded.
Siegel was now relieved of the command, and was succeeded by Hun-

ter, who at once took the otfensive, Breckinridge having in the mean-
time joined Lee. Hunier met the Confederate force at Piedmont on the

5th of June and completely routed it, taking 1,500 prisonei's, three guns

and 3,000 small arms, lie then advanced on Staunton, where he was

joined by Crook and Averill, augmenting his force to 20,000. He then

moved by way of Lexington toward Lynchburg. Lee ibreseeing the

inevitable disasters to result upon a c^i])ture of that place, sent a strong

force to its relief, forcing the retreat of Hunter on the 18th of June.

Hotly pursued, Iluntei- followed the railroad westward to Salem, and

thence through Newcastle toward IMeadow Blulf. Thus failed the plans

of Grant from the west as they had done from the east.
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THE SIEGE OF PETERSBURG.

Petersburg is twenty-two miles south of Richmond and nine miles

south-west ol‘ City Point, and was during the war one of tlie greatest

railroad centers of the South: the Riclimond Petersburg railroad

entered it from the north, and the \Veldon or Roanoke road from the

south, while the Lynclil)urg or Southside Road came in from the west.

Over these lines came the su])plies for Richmond, and Grant, witliout

losing a single moment after crossing the river, attempted the capture of

the place; but, being disappointed in that, his operations necessarily

I

assumed the features of a siege, knowing, as he did, that upon the ca})t-

j
ure of Petersburg, depeiided the reduction of Richmond. The Con-

i' federate authorities were fully cognizant of the momentous issue, and to

I the raw troops and militia now put under arms for the defense of the

“Cockade City,” General 'Wise addressed a memorable and thrilling

order: “Petersburg,” said he, “is to be and shall be defended on her

outer walls, on her inner lines, at her corporation bounds, in every

i

street, and around every temple of God, and altar of man.”

j

But the gallant little city was now to be put to a much more severe

I

test than any vdiicli it had hitherto experienced. It was now to bear

j

the brunt of the bulk of tlie mighty besieging army which bore upon it

j

like an avalanche. Butler was ordered by Grant to send Smith’s

j

division forward, and at the same time informed that the entire Army
i of the Potomac would be moved forward as rapidly as possible. Smith,

on the morning of the 14th, lauded at Bermuda Hundred, but did not
get ready to make the attack until near sunset; then, with a portion

only of his command, he made the attack, and at 7 p. m. succeeded in

carrying the outer line of works on the north-east of the city, capturing
' fifteen guns and 300 prisoners. Night came on and the moon was
! Bhining brightlv, when at 9 o’clock llancock, with two divisions of the
' 2d corps, reached Smith, and, waiving his precedence in rank, tendered

to him the service of his troops. Smith declined the olfer, but
requested Hancock to hold the captured works.

Another terrible assault was now made on the batteries from nine to

j

twelve inclusive, which were defended by the division of General Hoke,
whose heroic troo[)s, after having repulsed three successive assaults,

charged over their works and compelled a large portion of one of Smith’s

brigades to take shelter in a ravine, where they surrendered to the (Hth

. Georgia regiment.

I

The engagement continued throughout Friday, the 17th, without dc-
' cisive results. On the PSth an attack was made along the entire line,

and during the day three d('sj)crate assaults were made—one at four in

the morning, another at noou, and a third at four in the afternoon.

Each was re))ulsed, and the attack finally al)andoned. Grant’s loss in

the four days before I’etersburg was 9,000 killed and wouiuhal. He,
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concluding that it was impossible to carry tlie works by direct assault,

•determined to resort to “mining,” a ]dan wliicli had worked so admi-

rably at Balaklava and Inkerman Valley during the war of the Crimea.

THE MINE.

The mine, though not devised by Meade, was approved of by him and
A majority of the corps commanders. The work was performed ]jy one

of Burnside’s regiments, who had been Pennsylvania miners. It con*

gisted of a main shaft five feet across and five hundred and twenty

feet long, v.dth lateral continuations extending forty feet in either direc-

tion. The work began on the 25th of June, and wns completed on

the 23d of July. The cliarge placed in it consisted of 8,000 pounds of

giant powder.

The explosion was to take place at half- oast 3 o'clock A. M. of the

30th of July, and at the same instant Burr side’s division was to rush

through the breach thus created and seize tlm works on Cemetery Hill;

Oeneral Warren was to su|>port him on the light and Ord on the left

—

the charging columns to consist of 50,0U0 men.
At the appointed time the fuse was liglited. but the explosion did not

take place. Then Lieutenant Douty and hergeant Rees entered the

mine and found the fuse separated within fifty feet of the magazine:

the damage was repaired, and they had barely Lime to escajie wiien the

awful explosion took place. The charging columns rushed forward, and

behind them opened ninety-five jiieces of heavA^ artillery. IRit the Con-

federates were not dismayed, and in a few minutes their own batteries

were replying. On came the rushing columns, furiously assaulting the

second line of works, but behind them were men who had never flinched

from death, which they liad faced on many a gory field, and who were

Dot now to be dismayed by the explosion of mmes and the thunder ui’

artillery. The Federal adyance was led by a brigade of negro troo]>s

under the command of General White, who, apjvilled by the cleadly fiiv,

rushed panic-stricken back through the lines of the white troo])s to the

rear. Terrible carnage ensued, and it is doubtful whether all the cir-

cumstantial horrors of war were eyer before displayed in such awful

intensity on any field. At last came the orders to the IVderals to fall

back and re-occupy their fonner position. That order was oln-yed with

^aerify, and thus failed the monstrous device by which it had bct-n

bo|xul access wouM have been oj)eiu'd to tlie now famous “outpost” of

Richmond. The Iw'deral loss was 4,000, of whoni 1,000 were prisoners.

That of the Ck)nfederates was given in detail thus; IMalione’s division,

450; Elliott’s South C'arolina brigade, whi(‘h was blown up by the mine,

300; and Kansonfs, Clingnian’s and Wise’s coniMands, 300.
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OPERATIONS IN THE SHENANDOAH YAIXEY.

We must now leave Grant engaged in the investment of Petersburg,

and notice briclly the operations in the Shenandoah Valiev. During
the summer of 1804, several olfensive movements were planiied, and
chief among them was Early’s invasion of ^Maryland. After the retreat

of Hunter from Lynchburg, the way was left open, and Early accord-

ingly moved with his entire force— about 20, 00()—up the Valley, and
driving Siegel from l\rartinsburg, occupied that town. A lew days later,

Early crosse<l the Potoimic, entered Maryland, and halted at Frederick
City. At Monocacy Bridge, four miles thence, he defeated and put to

rout a considerable Federal force. Instead of j)ursuing them, he pro-

ceeded by rapid marches toward Washington and Baltimore, collecting

the horses and cattle along his line of march. Tlie Federal Capital was
now in immiiient }>eril, and it is claimed had Early improved the oppor-

tunity, he might have occupied the city. But instead of riding into

AVashington, he dispersed his army in detachments, which were sent

about the country to destroy telegraph lines and iiitercei)t trains. Thus,
perhaps, }>assed the great o])portunity of LStil. Re-uniting his forces at

Hagerstown, he re-crossed into Virginia, bringing with him 5,000 horses

and 2,000 beef cattle. iMartinsburg was re-occHipied, and from thence

he sent General John AlcCausland with a cavalry force into Pennsyl-

vania. It penetrated as far as Chambersburg in that State. The town
was fired and a considerable portion of it burned.

DESOLATION OF THE VALLEY.

On the 7th of August, Hunter resigned, and the command of the

Federal force in the Valley was given to General Sheridan. He at

once prepared for an aggressive cani])aign, but before any move was
made he was visited by ft rant (Se])tember loth), and between the two
the destruction of the section known as the “Garden of Virginia ” was plan-

ned. The Commaiider-in-C’hief then returned to his po.sition at Petersburg.

THE RATTLE OF OPEQUAN CREEK.

On the 19th the two armies met at Opeqiiaii creek, and after a hard
fought battle, lasting several hours, the Confederates were forced to re-

treat. Th(> IVderal loss was 4,9!H), of whom bod were killed, 3,710
wounded, and blS missing. That of the Conlederates was 5,(t00. Earlv
fell back twilve miles to Fishers Hill, wlu're he was again attacked by
sujierior numbers and (a>mpelh'd to retreat toward Staunton, and Sheri-

dan lu'oceetled to carry out Grant’s (U’ders res])ecting the devastation of

the Valley. His cavalry spriaid over its entire extent, and in its wake
destruction reigned su])reme. Xowlu're in the New World had siuli
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vandalism been 'witnessed. At the end of three weeks, Sheridan st di
the following- report to ^Vashington :

“The whole count rv, from tiie Blue Ridge to the Xorth ^Mountain, lias

been rendered untenable for a rebel army. I have destroyed over
barns fdled Avith Avheat and hay and farming implements, over 70 inili.^

filled Avith flour and wheat. I liaA'e driA'en to the front of the army o\an-

4.000 head of stock, have kilhal and issued to the troops not less limn

3.000 sheep. A large number of horses have also been obtained.”

BATTLE OF CEDAB CKEEK.

After the battle of Fishers Hill it oecame evident that General Early
had not a sufticient force with Avhi( h to cope witli Slieridan, and aecui d-

ingl}” General Lee sent KershaAv’s division to reinforce him. Sheridan,

after having laid Avaste the A'alley, rested his army on the south hank
of Cedar Creek, a small stream Avhioh forms the boundary line betwom
Shenandoah and Frederick counties, and rc])aircd t(A AVashington to eon-

suit with the Secretary of AVar Avith reference to the transfer of the hih

corjis to that city.

On the night of the 18th of October, General Early determined to at-

tack the Federal position during the absence of Sheridan, and under

cover of the darkness, he marched his army out from Fishers Hill (to

which place he had returned and taken positi(m after being joined hy

Kershaw), and in order to flank the Federal lines, it Avas necessary to

move the larger column through a narroAV gap in the mountains, so nai--

roAV, in fact, that tAA’o tnen could not Avalk abreast. The marching, for

more than seven miles over a broken country, along mountain sides and

down hills so abru])t that horses (*otild scarcely trav(d, oecu])ied alim .'•i

the entire night, and it Avas near dayltreak before a position in front or

the Federal lines Avas attained.

But all Avas upon time; everything had been conducted AAith tlie

utmost secrecy, and not even a ])icket alarm had been given. Onk-rs lo

attack Avere given, and Avith Paynes division in the lead, a charge acro,-^

the creek Avas made, Sheridan’s head-puarters being the objective' })oiiii

The infantry folloAved rapidly on, Gordem’s division hdlowing Payne.

A\ith that of Pegrani in reserve. A terrible fire Avas opened from ail

})oints. It Avas a fearful sur})rise to the sleeping army, the 8th and 19tli

corjis of which Avere entirely routed, and retretiting left many hundreris

slain in the camps; and i,5()0 ])i-isoners, 18 ])ieces of artillery,

stand of small arms, and several hundred wagons fell into the hands oi

the Confederates. Fully tAVo thirds of Sheridan’s army Avas in )-apid re-

treat, but the bth corps ami the cavalry commanded by Generals 'rorberl,

hlerritt and DAvight had not yet been engaged. At 9 o’clock A. M. the

field had been Avon, and had the victorious trooi)s noAV pressed on and
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struck tlie 6th corps, Slicriclan’s army would have been involved in utter

ruin. But instead, Early's force, for some unknown cause, halted on the

field and allowed the Federals to form a new line near Middletown. At
10 o’clock A. :\i. Sheridan liad com[)lcted his famous “Ride Ironi Win-
chester,” and at 3 o’clock J\ assumed the otlensive, and mriving tbr-

ward, vigorously and successfully assaulted Early. Gordon’s division

was the frst to break, then followed Kershaw’s, and later Ramseur's.

Soon after, Wharton’s and Regram’s lines gave way, and the held was
soon covered with flying men. It was a shameful rout. Kever before

had the Confederate soldiery so behaved. Their loss was 3,500 killed

and wounded, and 2,500 prisoners, while tliat of the Federals was 4,990,

of wliom 653 were killed, 3,719 wounded, and 618 missing.

AROUND I'ETERSBURG.

We must now return to the theater of war around Petersburg. On
the 1st of August, Grant had 85,295 men present for duty. On the

same day Lee’s f)rce numbered 54,751, reduced from 60,(K)0 by his hav-

ing sent Kershaw’s brigade to Early in the Valley. On the 12th, Grant,
believing that Lee had sent three divisions instead of one to the Valley,

determined to assail Richmond, and for this purpose, Hancock’s corps

embarked on the Janies and landed at Deep Bottom, whence it advanced
toward Richmond. But it was not long ere it was learned that

three divisions had not gone to the assistance of Early. One important

advantage was gained, however—Hancock’s northward movement, which
resulted in the

CAPTURE AND DESTRUCTION OF THE W’ELDON RAILROAD.

W^hen General Lee became aware of the position of the Federals on
the north bank of the James, he drew the troops heavily from Peters-

burg to the defense of Richmond, and on the l8th, the 5lh corps under
Warren moved south of Petersburg and struck the Weldon railroad

only four miles south of the city. In doing this a gap was left o})cn on
his right and into it Lee at once thrust I\Iahone’s division, which suc-

ceeded in forcing Wright farther south, and in capturing 2,000 prisoners,

but it was finally obliged to fall back. The next day anollu'r serious

engagement took place, but Warren held his ])osition, and in thrc'e days
succeeded in destroying seven miles of the road, but itci'st him a loss of

4,543 men. From this date until the close of thi* year, a continued

scries of engagements, sorties, raids, advances and retn'ats took place,

a recountal of which is not necessary to our ])lan, and would from their

similarity of detail scarcely interest the reader, ’rhereforc we {)roceed

to the consideration of the momentous events of 1865, which was
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THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

Winter put an end to all military operations, and both armies lay in-

actiye awaiting the opening of the sj)ring campaign, winch commenced
with the 25th of 5larch, 1865. The tirst action was that of Fort Sted-
MAN or Hares Hill. At four o’clock on the morning of that day, all

things being in readiness, a l)ody of Confederate shai'pslK^oters, 250 in

number, with empty guns left their own works and stealthily moving
across the intervening space, scaled the outer works of the enemy. It

was to the Federals as great a surprise as would have been a clap of

thunder from a noonday sky. They were driven from their batteries,

and yet not a musket was tired. This movement was followed by that

of scs'eral brigades which had been massed for the })urpose. The
Federals having recovered from the surprise occasioned by the daring

adventure recited, now opened a murderous enfilading lire upon the

assailants, and soon General Gordon found it judicious to retire. In

the assault, tlie Confederates captured nine pieces of artillery, but be-

ing unable to remove them, they were disabled and left behind
;

also,

650 prisoners among whom was one brigadier-general and several field

officers of lower rank.

This action seemed to arouse Grant to the realization that it was time

to open the campaign, and on the 29th he began a heavy movement
ugainst the Southside railroad. Pouring forth 50,000 men, of whom
9,000 were cavalry, he succeeded after several reverses in the accom-
plishment of his object. Saturday night, Ajwil 1st, U’as a gloomy one

for General Lee.

The Federal forces had now passed around to the south-west of his

position, thus cutting off not only his source of su]')plies, Init also his line

of march southward, should he be compelled to abandon his works. Not
only this, but three Federal corps lay before him ready to strike the

Petersliurg defenses at daylight.

The hour came, and at sunrise on that balmy Sabbath morning the

uttack was made from three separate ])oints. The 6th corps went
though first, at a point nearly opposite the western extremity of the city;

a little farther west was the point of attack of the 24th coi-ps
;
while to the

east was that of the 9th coi-j^s, which succeeded in carrying Foil Ma-
hone, one of the strongest defences of the city. Ord’s and Humphrey's
commands having carried the works in front of them, swung around to

the rightand joined ( Jibbon’s division before Foils Alexander and Gregg:
these were the strongest fortiliiaitions south of Petc'rsburg, and with their

reduction the way to the city would be op('ned. The assault was at once

made, and I’ort Alexander carried, but so determined was the resistance

of Fort Gregg that Gibbon’s columns were f'orced back, leaving tiie

ground covered with the dead. Three furious charges were signally re-
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pul>ed, but at length the gallant garrison, 'with smoke-blackened faces

from their blazing batteries, Avas Ibrced to yield, and the Avorks Avere

carried.

At this moment, Generals Lee, Hill and IMahone Avere in Petersbuig

consulting upon their future moA'cnients. The terrible sounds of ])attle

Avere coming nearer and nearer. “ IIoav is tiiis, General?” said Lee to

A. P. Hill. “Your men are giA’ing Avay.” Hill dreA\' a rough coat OA’cr

his uniform and mounting his horse, accom])anied by a single orderly,

dashed aAvay to the front. In a raA'ine he rode into the Federal skirmi'b

line, the sound of a dozen rifles instantly rang out upon the air, and the

noble Hill, Avho had been foremost in so many A’ictorious charges, fell to

rise no more. (A sketch of his life Avill be found in the first AX')lume

of Yirginia and Virginians.)
The day Avaned and Avith it the fortunes of the Confederate arms

;

the Avorks Avere carried after thousands of men liad fdlen in their defence.

But hoAV diflerent Avas the scene in PiehmotKl, tAventy-tAvo miles aAAay I

It AA'as a beautiful, lAalmy spring eA'ening, and the people had gathered

in their respective churches for Avorshi]). President Davis Avas seated in

his pew in St. Paul’s Church. A messenger Avalked briskly u]) tlie aisle

and handed him a telegram : it AAas from General Lee, and in it he said:
“ Petersburg is lost to the Coiifederacy, and Pichmond must l)e evacuated

at once.” The President arose immediately and left the church AA'itli a

measured but nerAmus step. Ao one save himself knoAv the exac-t con-

tents of tliat message, and yet every one in the assemblage intuitively

felt that something of dread import had taken ])lace at the front. (^uiA'-

ering lips passed the neAvs from church to church, and the congregations

AA'ere speedily dismissed
;
then the rumor aavus caught up in the streets

and soon carried to the remote limits of the city.

evacuation of RICHMOND.

Night passed aAvay, and the day brought such a scene as had only been

Avitnessed in the abandoned cities of the Old World. A government
Avas preparing to moA'e

;
Avagons were hastily laden Avith boxes and

trunks at the departments, and driven to the depot of the Pichmond A
Danville railroad. Thousands of citizens determined to folloAV the fort-

unes of the fugitive government, and as much as a hundred dollars in

gold Avas offered for a conveyance. Night came again and brought Avith

it a reign of terror. No human eyes in Pidiinond Avere closed in >leep

that night. The city council convened and resolved to destroy all the

liquor in tlie city, and at midnight the work of destruction began. Hun-
dreds of barrels Avere pounnl into the gutt<'rs, but des])ite every effort

the straggling soldiers secured a (piantity of it, and from that moment
laAV and ordm' (M'ast'd to exist. Many stores Aven' pillagiMl, tlu' lawhs.s

marauders crashing Avindows and battering doAAii doors, that they might
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grasp the coveted merchandise witliin. Wild cries of distress mingled
Avith the yells of the pillagers rent the air and a livid pallor rested upon
every face.

But the worst element of destruction had not yet appeared upon the

scene, although it hovered near. (General Ewell, then in charge of the city,

now ordered the four principal tooacco wai-ehouses in the city to behred.
Mayor Mayo, through a commitcee of citizens, remonstrated against the

order, the execution of which placed the entire business portion of the

city in jeopardy, l)ut without avail. The torch was applied, and the

rams of the Confederate navy lying in the James Avere bloAvn uj). Day-
light dawned u{)on the aAvful scene. The beautiful city Avas a sea of

fire; tongues of fame shot from block to block, and far in l.ieneath tlie

dense columns of smoke might l)e seen the tigures of the rioters rush-

ing amid the glare like demons to and iVo, laden Avith plunder of every
kind. It Avas a scene indeed tliat beggared description.

The victors Avere near. A shori distance beloAv the city, and on the

north bank of the James, lay tlie division of General Godfrey AYeitzel,

and to his eye and ear the lurid ilames and thundering explosions con-

veyed an a.ssuring conviction, lie kncAV that Richmond had been
abandoned by the Confederate authorities. His martial bands tilled the

air Avith inspiring national strains, and as the day (hiAvncd orders Avere

given to adAuince and occupy the city. As the sun arose long lines of

cavalry— the 4th ^Massachusetts in advance—entered the city and tiled

along Main street. A body of fifty cavalrymen occipiied the city square,

and Lieutenant Johnson de Peyster ascended to the top of the Capitol

building and unfurled the Xational tlag. The dread scene deepened in

aAvful iiitensity; the hissing of the contlagration, the sullen curses of

the Auanquished, the shouts of the victors, the screams of Avomen and
children united to form a A'ery pandemonium. But at last, through the

efforts of the soldiers and citizens, assisted by a favorable change of the

Avind, the flames Avere stayed. Martial hiAV Avas jiroclaimed, the discord-

ant elements stilled, and order once more reigned.

FKOM KICIIMOND TO APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE.

It AA\as a dark and moonless night Avhen Lee AA-ithdrcAv the Avreck of

his shattered army from Petersburg and Richmond. Orders had been
issued for the forces to unite at Chesterfield C’ourt House, a point nearly

midAvay betAA’cen the tAvo Gties. From this point it Avas his intention,

it appears, to reach Danville and I’orm a junction AA’ith Johnston, Avho

Avas then maixdiing nortliAvard; but a terrible disapj)ointment aAvaited the

army at Anudia f'ourt House. The orders of General Lee for tlie for-

Avarding of sujiplies thither from DanA’ille had been shamefullv neg-

lected, and Avith this bitter revelation all hope vanished; capitulation
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was inevitable to the sorro\Yfiil mind of Lee, as it was to his meager and
starving army, the loved cause for which they had so her(dcally striven

for four long and weary years must be relinquished. No orders were
given relating to straggling, and of the 38,000 who started on the mai ch,

thousands in soulful mortitication al)andoned the ranks. E-specially was
this true of Virginians, wlio stopped at home rather than go on to par-

ticipate in the final bitter surrender.

Grant’s forces followed on in rapid pursuit, and at Jetersville, the

cavalry under Slierician, passed in front of the fugitive army. But now
the soil of the “Old Dominion” so long reddened with the life-blood of

her sons, is to bloom again; her hills and valleys which erst have quaked
with the reverberation of arms are to be re-attune<l to nature’s peaceful

music; the bugle blast of war is to be stilled; and her patriot sons, un-

surpassed as soldiers, are equally to vindicate themselves as citizens. It

was late on the evening of tlie Gth that several of the Confederate gen-

erals gatlicred around the bivouac fire, and then decided in view of the

state of affairs to advise General Lee to surrender, but before their

action was rejiorted a correspondence was opened between Generals

Lee and Grant, which resulted in an interview and arrangement of

the terms of surrender. After the meeting, which occurred at the house

of Wilnier IMcLean, in the little village of xkppomattox Court House,
Grant wrote as follows:

“xVppomattox CouPvT House, VnictiNrA, April 9, 1865.

“General—In accordance with the substance of my letter to you
on the 8th inst.

,
I propose to receive the surrender of the xVrmy of

Northern Virginia on the following terms, to wit: Kolls of all the otli-

cers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy to be given to an otHcer

designated by me, the other to be retained l)v such otiicer or otiicers as

you may designate. The ohicers to give their individual paroles not t(’>

take up arms against the government of the L^nited States until ])rop-

erly exchanged, and each company or regimental commander to sign a

like parole for the men of lijs coininand. The arms, artillery, and pub-
lic property to be packed and stacked, and turned over to the otiicers

appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace the side arms
of the olhcers nor their private horses or bagmige. This done, each

officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed

by the United States authority so long as they observe their paroles and
the laws in tojre where they may reside.

“ ij. S. GlIANT, Lieutenant-General.

“General K. E. Lee.”
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To this General Lee replied

:

“ Head-qltarteiw Army of Nortiiern Virginia, Apnl 9, 1865.

‘‘General—I received you4 letter of this date, containing the terms
of the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by you.

As they are substantially the same as those expressed in your letter of
the 8th instant, they are accepted. £ vill proceed to designate the

proper officer to carry the stipulations into effect.

“K. E. LEE, General.
“Lieutenant-General U. S . Grant.”

The futile struggle was ended. General Lee rejoined his ragged and
shrimken army to bid it a sad farewell. In tliat memorable address he
touchingly said: “ 5Ien ! we have fought through the war together. I

have done the best I could for you.” And grandly indeed had the

simple utterance been attested! It was a magnificent pageant from the

Chicknhominy to the final act at Appomattox Court House; sublime in

its realization of valor, endurance, and patriotism. Freedom records no
sacrifices surpassing it in magnitude. And the grand hero, Lee, re-

illumining the lustrous diadem of his mother Virginia, is jointly en-

shrined in the reverential hearts of her sons with her Washington.
Crushingly overwlielnied, the starving army of Northern Virginia

laid down its arms, but its pitiful fate only invested with mournful in-

cense its heroism and sacrifices. Its achievements will increasingly com-
mand the admiration of the world during all time.

The blighting effects of the war remained. The prophecy of Howell
Cobb, uttered in tlie Montgomery Convention, tliat the Gulf States

need have no fears, for Virginia would be made the theater of war, had
beeji terribly fulfilled. 4'he iron hand was everywhere visible. ^Materi-

ally and socially she had been shaken to her center. As a helmless wreck,
she was seemingly helpless amid furious elements. Her industrial sys-

tem blasted, her maim fiict tires wrecked, her wealth dissipated, her eom-
mercc destroyed, and her once bounteous fields, lu'r sanctuaries and the

homes of her peojile alike a spectacle of desolation. A funereal pall of

darkest gloom overspread and all but jiaralyzed tlu' present, whilst the

dread uncertainty of the fateful future almost held hope e\’en in chained
abevance. But the oft-tried and as nobly exemplified spirit of the Old
Dominion again asserted itself. Her brave sons, acci'jiiing tin; stern

ultimatum, girded themselves about with lu'wly-born energies and united

in the effort of reparation. Gloriously have they reih'omed their mis-

fortunes, and righteous is the result. With grandly waxing strength,

marvelouslv dt'vel(‘ping natural resourees and expanding wealth, her
unapproachalile geographical advantages are enfort'ing recognition. Dis-

daining the grinding shackles of arrogant and arid Nc'w Ihigland;

endeared to the great South as the votive shrine u])on which was
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sacrificed its best Idood, Virginia is firmly grasping the scepter of

manufacture, fast withering in tlie palsied hands of the late arrogant

North.

GEOGRAPHICAL AND PHYSICAL VIEW.

The Virginias lie between north latitude 86° 30' and 39° 30', and
1° 36' east, and 6° 24' west longitude, and llieir boundaries are as fol-

lows : On the north, by Pennsylyania and jMaryland; north-east and
east, by Maryland and the Atlantic Ocean; south, by North Carolina

and Tennessee
;
west and nortii-west, by Kentucky and Ohio, oi- by the

Ohio riyer, which flows for a distance of 300 iniles along its western

boundary. A legal description of the diyiding line, separating the two

States, would read about as follows: Beginning at the mouth of Knox
creek, a corner of the States of Kentucky, ^drginia and West Virgijiia,

and thence with a line of and including the counties of IMcDnwell and
jMercer, to the top of East Riyer ^Mountain; thence with said ridge and
with Peters i\[ountain to the Alleghany Aloiintains

;
thenci* yitli the

top of the same to the Haystack Knob, a corner of Virginia and ^Vcst

Virginia; thence with the soiitliern line of and including Ik-ndleton

county to tlic top of Shenandoah Alountains; thence with the same and
Branch I\Iountain to a corner of Hardy and Rockingham coiintics;

thence with lines of and including the counties of Haidy, Ham|>sliire,

Morgan, Berkeley, and Jefferson, to a point on the ^Maryland and Vir-

ginia line where the Potomac riyer intersects the Blue Ridge.

The States may be diyided into four distinct })hysical regions: First,

the tide-water region
;

secojid, thiC Piedmont region
;

third, the great

valley region; and, fourth, the trans-Alleghany region.

The tide-water region embraces all that portion of the State lying

l>etwcen the coast and a line drawn through the cities of Petersl)iirg,

Richmond and Fredericksburg, which are situated near the lower falls

of the Ap])omattox, the James and the Rap})ahannock riyei's, res})ec-

tively. This line extended Avould mark a point at which ail the Atlantic

rivers of Virginia leap from the granite base on which stands the whole

Apj)alachian mountain system. Through this region How many navi-

gable rivers, and into it extend numerous coves and inlets, either from
Ohesapeakc Bay or from the ocean; around them are extensive areas of

swamp land. The surface is nearly level, the undulations being so

gentle that the currents of the rivers are scarcely ])erceptible. The soil

is moist and sandy, of an alluvial foi'ination, closely resembling that of

the Floritlian ])eninsula. The climate during the winter is mild and
pleasant, but during the summer it is sultry and malarious.

The Piedmont (foot of the mountains) regic.n extends from the west-
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408 VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIANS,

ern limit of the former region to the summit of the Blue Ridge mount-
ains, and extends entirely across the State from north to south. The
soil, near the head of tide-water, is sandy, hut as we approach the base

of the mountains a clay soil of great fertility is found
;
and hei-e, for

the first time on the Atlantic coast, appear the primordial rocks, the

disintegration of which has added much to the richness of the soil.

Springs, with never-failing sources, gush out in every direction. Valu-
able minerals abound, and deposits of limestone sutlicient to supply

Christendom with lime for ages to come, lie at a short distance beneath

the surface. Its climate is teni})erate throughout the year, and as

healthy as- any in the world.

Tiie great valley region includes all the country lying between the

Bliu' Ridge on the one side and tlie iMleghany on the other. It is known
under the name of the Shenandoah Valhw, and ti’om riie fertility of its

soil has been called “The Garden of \’irginia.” It is tiic central part

of tlie great valley which is CMX'xtensive with the Alh'ghany range, that

})art of it south of Virginia being called the (aind)erland X’alley.

Geologists trace it far north, even to the banks of the iMohawk liver,

in Aew York. They inform us that it belongs to the Silurian foriiia-

tfon, which would ])lace it directly on top of the Azoic and beneath the

Uevonian formations. There are several varieties of slate, sandstone

and conglomerates; limestone also abounds. iSlany beaulifui streams

flow through the valley, but owing to the alisence of sjnings the coimtiy

is not well watered. The summer is cool and jdeasant, but the winter

is cold and damp.
The trans-Alleghany region embraces all the country lying between

the Alleghany mountains and the Ohio river, ami inclmli's the entire

State of West Virginia, To desei'ibe it would be to describe the Statm
111 the east it is mountainous, while in the center ai'o beautiful ranges of

hills, the termini of the western s})urs of the Alleghanies, and in the

W'est lies the fertile region of the Ohio Valley, much of w hich, for its

fertility, is not excelled on the continent. This entire region may be

said to be one vast coal-field, its area being 28,000 scpiai'e miles, ol

which 15,000 is underlaid with the richest veins of coal. Only three

States outrank this region in the extent of its coal deposits, namely:
Illinois, Iowa ami ^Missouri.

Over this entire region stand, in almost primeval grandeur, vast

forests, sufiicient to furnish timber for the ship vards of the woild for

years to come. Ages of the most active industry will not exhaust tlu'

coal and timben- of this region. It is here that the trav('ler b('holds the

grandest scenery in America, and lofty mountains, craggv peaks, ti-own-

ing precipices, rock-ribbed canons, rushing torrents, and roaring cata-

racts meet the eye of the beholder.
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